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The Speaker, Rt Hon Sir Peter Kenilorea took the chair at 9.30 a.m.

Prayers.

ATTENDANCE

At prayers, all were present with the exception of the Ministers for Commerce, Industries & Employment, Lands & Survey, Home Affairs, National Reconciliation & Peace, Fisheries & Marine Resources, Finance & Treasury, Mines & Energy, Provincial Government & Regional Development and Members for West Guadalcanal, East Honiara, North Malaita, Maringe/Kokota, Gao/Bugotu, Hograno/Kia/Havulei, North New Georgia, West Kwaio, Ulawa/Ugi and South New Georgia/Rendova.

Mr Speaker:  Before we go on to motions, the honorable MP for Rennell/Bellona has obtained permission to ask a question without notice under Standing Orders 21(4).

Mr GUKUNA:  I was intending to ask this question to the Minister of Foreign Affairs but since he is not in the Chamber right now, I will defer the question.
Mr Speaker:  Standing Orders provide that if a Member is not in the House to ask his question, the question is deferred to the next question day, but in this case the Minister who is to respond is not in Parliament right now and so he might raise the question sometimes during the course of the day.
MOTIONS
Motion No. 3

Mr GUKUNA:  Mr Speaker, I rise to move ‘That Parliament resolves itself into a Committee of the Whole House to consider National Parliament Paper No. 28 of 2007, Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Examination of the Auditory General’s Audit Report on the ‘Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development Tertiary Scholarships Program’.

In moving this motion, Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity as the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee to inform the House the undertakings of the Public Accounts Committee and make brief observations on this report.  Before I do so, I would like to first of all thank the former and current Members of the PAC for their contribution in ensuring that the oversight functions of the Committee are continuously being carried out.  I would also like to thank the Secretariat to the PAC, the Auditor General and his staff as well as the Parliamentary Secretariat staff for making it possible for this report to come before this House.

Mr Speaker, the Public Accounts Committee’s function is to review and examine public expenditure as part of the overall oversight function of this Parliament, more specifically to examine accounts prescribed by section 38 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1978, together with the report of the Auditor General for the purpose of reporting the results of such examinations to Parliament, thus confines with Parliament Standing Orders 69(1), it is indeed my pleasure to present before Parliament the report of the Public Accounts Committee.  

This report, Mr Speaker, is a brief document, but a very important one for that matter.  It gives a brief overview of the Committee’s findings on issues identified by the Committee, more importantly its recommendations are precise and practical.

Mr Speaker, the Committee noted in the report and had identified a significant number of serious shortcomings of the National Training Unit’s administration of the selection of suitable students, the management of awards, harmonization with national training needs, and post training concerns.  
Many issues noted by the Office of the Auditor General included the following:
(1) The lack of adherence to financial instructions and poor budgetary monitoring of scholarships;

(2) Poor monitoring of student activities resulting in the continuation of awards to students who have previously been terminated from or prior for award, students overstaying, swapping of programs without prior approval and ineffective privatization of scholarship;
(3) Ineffective scholarship selection, approval and monitoring owing to the lack of written guidelines, poor record keeping practices and lack of documentation to support decisions made;

(4) Preferential treatment and subjectivity in awarding some scholarships;
(5) Immediate monitoring or poor performing students; and 

(6) Poor financial management resulting in overpayments to students and tertiary institutions, inconsistent awards of allowance paid, payments for inappropriate expenditure and inadequate documentation support.
Mr Speaker, in terms of the operation of the Public Accounts Committee, it is important to note that the Committee continues to hold all proceedings in public by generating media interest on issues before the Committee and evidence taken from the witnesses, the Committee believes this would promote transparency and good governance, parliamentary oversight and financial accountability.  These are elements the Committee wants and will always strive to achieve.  
With these, Mr Speaker, I beg to move.

The motion is open for debate

Hon SIKUA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to speak first on this very important motion.  I think there is need for me to talk first so that no one will talk unnecessarily to prolong the debate today because there are some who have not yet talked on the motion of sine die.  I will just give all the answers and then we will go through the Committee of the Whole House and then we finish.  That is why I stand up to talk first.  My speech is a wind up of this motion.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to talk on the very important motion.  I would like to thank the Chairman of the PAC, the MP for Rennell/Bellona for this very important motion he has brought to Parliament.  I also thank the Office of the Auditor General for conducting an audit into tertiary scholarships implemented by the National Training Unit, in the Ministry of Education.  I would also like to thank my Permanent Secretary and staff of the National Training Unit who had come to answer questions by the PAC in response to the findings of this Audit Report.

Mr Speaker, scholarship awards are administered by the National Training Unit in the Ministry of Education.  The National Training Unit acts like the secretariat of the National Training Committee.  The National Training Committee is made up of members from the Public Service, the Labor Division of the Ministry Commerce, the Chamber of Commerce, a women’s representative, and of course chaired by the Under Secretary of the Ministry of Education.  Every year the government advertises scholarships and in the case of awards sponsored by our donor partners, the National Training Committee helps in the selection of awards.  On the whole, the responsibility of awarding scholarships is done by the National Training Committee.  
Sir, as we know, it is towards the end of every year and the beginning of the following year that the Ministry gets in to do the selection awards and preparing students to go overseas.  I know that a lot of issues have come up in the media about scholarships, but I will simply focus on the issues raised in this National Parliament Paper No. 28 of 2007 which are the findings of the Auditor General in its examination of tertiary scholarship program.  


Mr Speaker, on scholarship selection, approval and monitoring process, I would like to inform Parliament that the Ministry now has a new computer software program called ‘Scholar’.  The MPs can read the functions and applications of Scholar on page 6 of the National Parliament Paper No. 28 of 2007.  Essentially, Mr Speaker, the functions of the Scholar Computer Program includes ensuring that new applications from candidates are properly entered and stored, report on preferences of each application is there so that National Training Committee can be able to make appropriate decisions on scholarship awards.  The other advantage of the program, Mr Speaker, is that it has the capacity to give every candidate a code number that will indicate provincial and countrywide representation of candidates.  


We have gone through the first phase, Mr Speaker, and now we are ready to go into the second phase where IT contractors of the Ministry, which is INUQUEST (a business arm of the University of Queensland) is ready to commence.  As soon as the second phase is endorsed, it is expected to commence work anytime from now.  What this means, Mr Speaker, is that once the Scholar Computer Software program becomes fully operational, all our student data will be computerized and will make it easier for the staff of the National Training Unit to deal with the concerns of our students.  Unlike in the past where each student has individual files and when papers flow in and files must be updated, and with only three people in that Division, whilst the volume of papers flowing in is on a daily basis, it is very difficult to properly manage it.  But we have now increased the number of staff in the National Training Unit to five (5), and we hope with the computer program now in operation, we can have our student records more manageable rather than handling hundreds or thousands of individual student files like in the past.  

Mr Speaker, the Scholar Program will ensure the problems identified in the Audit Report and highlighted by the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee will be removed, such as student awards previously terminated, students who switch programs without the consent of sponsors.  Those anomalies will be corrected and there will be proper monitoring of these anomalies.  

We also hope that with the help of this program, we can prioritize selection and get scholarships more effectively prioritized and there is proper documentation for them and there is also effective monitoring of student performances.


Mr Speaker, with regards to donor assistance and the Ministry’s plan, there is now available the National Skills Survey report, which I have here with me.  This is the first time this survey was ever done and it reveals to us what skills are available in the country, what skills is not enough and therefore we need more people to train for it, and what skills are more than enough in our country.  
Sir, this report is still to go before the Cabinet and if Cabinet approves it, I will make it available to Members of Parliament in the next parliament meeting, and of course it would become a public document.  The other thing that needs to be done to this report, is that we need to take this report forward and formulate the National Skills Training Plan.  The National Skills Training Plan should emanate from this National Skill Survey that is now available before us.  I hope in future scholarships will be awarded according to the manpower needs of our country so that our people are trained and come back to work and help boost the economy of our country.  

Once the National Skills Training Plan is in place, Mr Speaker, it will be managed by the Ministry of Education along with the Labor Division in the Ministry of Commerce, as well as the Ministry of Planning, in regards to manpower planning and projection of the country.  We will work together with those two Ministries and other Ministries to ensure that our National Skills Training Plan is in line with government needs on its manpower requirements.  

The audit report also points to the Ministries’ development plans, which my officials have just completed and as is with the National Skills Survey, these plans are now before Cabinet.  Once Cabinet deliberates on them, these documents will become public documents, and I will make those available to Parliament and the public in the course of this year.  But what we have is the Ministry’s Education Strategic Framework of 2007 to 2015, and with it comes the National Education Action Plan for this year 2007 to 2009, which is an offshoot of our education strategic framework for the next three years.

In responding to the findings of the report, I can tell you that the documents that the PAC wants the Ministry to produce are now before Cabinet and will be made available to the public in the course of this year.

The Audit Report also talks about a bonding system.  I can say here that a draft copy of this bonding contract is always with the Ministry of Education.  The Ministry has not actually implemented the bonding contract because of the advice of the Attorney General’s Chambers at that time.  I remember taking it to the Attorney General Chambers, vetted and without any problem except that if it is implement, it will go against such fundament rights as the right of students in terms of their freedom of movement and freedom of choice.  But I think what I am hearing is that students have rights but they also need to exercise those rights in a responsible manner.  

What will happen, Mr Speaker, is that the draft bonding contract will be resubmitted to the Attorney General’s Chambers and the Attorney General will give his advice, but pending that advice, it will be taken to Cabinet and if Cabinet approves it, we may be in a position to introduce the bonding system in our scholarship awards in 2008.  
What this means, Mr Speaker, is that everyone who are on scholarship now will sign the agreement, and not just the new ones next year.  Everyone will sign the bonding agreement, which means ongoing students and also the new ones who are going to be awarded scholarships in 2008.  

The other document the PAC would like the Ministry to come up with is the Action Plan to implement the 32 recommendations that are in the report.  I have the plan right here with me.  At the moment it needs a little bit of tinkering and improvement.  As soon as it is improved and agreed upon by my Ministry, the Accountant General and other parties listed down here, they all agree that those are their responsibilities in moving those recommendations forward, it will be finalized.  Again we will inform Cabinet about this and then in the next meeting, the action plan of the Ministry for the 32 recommendations will become a public document informing you how we are going to implement the 32 recommendations.

Mr Speaker, I hope I have sufficiently covered the concerns of the Audit Report.  In terms of the need for us to have the copy of the National Skills Survey available to the Public Accounts Committee, we will do that after this report goes through Cabinet.  I also talked about the need for us to have a national skills training plan.  I have already talked about the bonding system and I have already signaled the Ministry’s draft action plan for the 32 recommendations.

Mr Speaker, the MP for East Are Are mentioned our scholarships in the course of debating the motion of sine die, and so I want to respond to it now so that he does not talk about it again.  Last Friday during the debate on the motion of sine die, I responded to what the MP for East Are Are said on the delay in paying the allowances of the USP students.  

The delay is not because the Government has no money, the delay has little to do with the Government’s ability to pay, it is not because we do not have the money but it is just due to administrative hiccups.  The students have already received the allowances.  Any one who did not receive the full amount of his/her allowances will receive the remaining balance in the next two weeks or so.  That is the concern on the delay in the payment of allowances.

Mr Speaker, there is also the concern that scholarships have reduced.  What I said last Friday is that our scholarships are not reduced.  Our scholarships continued to be maintained at the same level in 2005 and 2006 as well as this year.  
In my debate on the motion of sine die, the increase for this year had shown 344 new awards, and so we have a total of 1,127 students on scholarship this year.  Of that, Mr Speaker, there are 104 AUSAID scholarship awards for this year, of which 39 are studying in Australia and 65 are studying in regional institutions.  With NZAID, 114 scholarships are sponsored by the NZ Government, of which 37 are studying in New Zealand and 64 in regional institutions and 13 on short term training awards.  Mr Speaker, the Commonwealth Secretariat also sponsored two in the United Kingdom doing their Masters and PhDs.  The Government of PNG is sponsoring 132 of our students.  Currently 19 are studying in Taiwan and seven or eight are leaving over the weekend to join the other 19 who are already in Taiwan.  
You see, Mr Speaker, it is not true to say as alleged by the MP for East Are Are that our scholarships had reduced.  No, it is actually an increase.  What the Ministry has been able to do, Mr Speaker, is to try and maintain the cost of the Tertiary Support budget to a minimum level as possible.  

You know, Mr Speaker, that every year scholarship awards increase because our population is increasing by 3.2% every year.  What you see here is that every year, it is getting more and more difficult for us to develop our greatest human resource - our people, because it is getting expensive.  The Government spends about $60million a year on Tertiary Support budget and if we are not careful it will continue to go up, and much of this money is going out of the country.  It is not money we spend inside our country.  We only spent about $12million in our college here, but up to $60million is going out of the country on tertiary expenses.  It is going to get more expensive as our number for awards continues to grow.  

Mr Speaker, you will agree with me that the intellectual capacity of any country is normally judged by the number of tertiary institutions or universities that exist within a country.  The story in Solomon Islands is not very good.  The Leader of Opposition agrees with me on this.  Thank you, Leader of Opposition.  It is not very good.  The fact that our country is the largest country in the USP family and second in population only to Fiji but without any university is something we need to look into very carefully.  Only 2% of our population attends tertiary education.  
Mr Speaker, I was looking at the figures quite recently and the current ratio of graduates to non-graduates in Solomon Islands is 1:350.  One (1) graduate equals to 350 people.  By comparison to most developed countries, the ratio is 1 is to 50.  I hope we will be serious and commence without further delay the policy of the Government to establish a campus of the University of the South Pacific in Honiara, transform our College to a university and hopefully two of our main Churches, the Seventh Day Adventist Church will establish its private University, and the Church of Melanesia, which also talked about establishing one can go ahead and do it.  Unless we have institutions in the country, Mr Speaker, it will be difficult to train our people at least to the undergraduate level.  I am determined that by the year 2017, we should reduce that ratio to 1 is to 100.  I hope that all MPs will support the Minister for Education when I put in the budget to build these universities in next year’s budget.


With these remarks, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat.

Mr HUNIEHU:  Mr Speaker, I would just contribute briefly to this motion.  First of all, Mr Speaker, this report is very out of date.  It was tabled in Parliament in October last year and I was expecting the Minister concern to table this report for Parliament to debate last year when these information are fresh for Members to debate.  First of all, this is not a good sign of effectiveness and efficiency of a highest qualified person in the House.  

Secondly, this is a very important report because ……

Hon Oti:  Point of Order.  I am just wondering whether it is a requirement for the Minister to table Audit Reports or is it the Public Accounts Committee so that blame is not put on the Minister.  It is not him that is tabling the report, I understand.  I need correction on that so that the statement by the MP East Are Are could be withdrawn.

Mr Speaker:  In terms of the substantive Auditor’s Report, it is tabled directly under the Speaker to Parliament and consideration of that particular report can either be done through the Government or the Chairman.  With this particular report, the Chairman has decided to take that role under Standing Orders 18 and 17.

Mr Huniehu:  I was just saying that because when you have a look at this report there are a lot of anomalies and a lot of recommendations in it.  If you look at Recommendations 6 and 7, there are many things that need to be rectified in this particular component of the Ministry of Education.  The Minister who has just spoken was the Permanent Secretary of that Ministry during the last government and now he is the Minister responsible.  That is the point I am trying to make here.  

Also throughout this year there were talks of new universities to be introduced in this country.  The Seventh Day Adventist Church is planning to set up a university as well as the Church of Melanesia.  There are also talks of people setting up other kinds of universities in this country, and so this issue is very important.  
Sir, the Minister cannot say in Parliament that he must talk first so that everyone else does not talk unnecessarily.  No, Mr Speaker.  The very fact that the report is now being prepared to be presented to Cabinet for consideration, and the fact that this report was tabled in this Parliament in October last year only shows to me that if this Paper had been tabled in Parliament last year, the contribution of MPs should become part of the report to be submitted to Cabinet.  I think this is the healthy way to practice in this Parliament.  When reports are presented in the pigeonholes for MPs to see, Ministers or Government backbenchers should take the responsibility of moving these reports in parliament, and not necessarily the Chairman of the PAC.  Anybody can move it but the onus is on the government so that MPs can express their views on reports so that when reports are presented to Cabinet they contain the contribution of MPs.  


Now we are debating a report that was already presented to Cabinet.  So it is too late, whatever we say here is too late.  I hope in future this does not happen.  For example, Mr Speaker, three important reports were presented in this House yesterday, namely the National Provident Fund, the Ministry of Education, and the Central Bank.  I expect the Prime Minister to amend the motion of sine die to extend Parliament to Friday so that we can debate these three reports - the NPF, the Ministry of Education and the Central Bank. 
Sir, we should be talking about the economy.  We should be talking about why the National Provident Fund has made a huge profit and we should be talking more about the Ministry of Education because it accounts for more than $150million recurrent expenditures in the 2007 Budget.  These reports are important.  
The report on the Tertiary Scholarships signals something very wrong, to me, and I would have expected the Minister to present his Ministry’s response on this parliamentary report in parliament.  It should be tabled in parliament now.  Next year it will be too late.  Submitting it to Cabinet is not enough.  It should be tabled here on the floor of Parliament for us to see how they respond to this report and the allegations made in this report.  For example, the report stated categorically clear that there were internal control weaknesses highlighted by the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.  What has the Ministry done to curb `internal control weakness in that Ministry?  Internal control means somebody is not setting up a good system and therefore everything is not properly controlled.  There is need for proper internal control system in that Ministry.  That has given rise to a lot of complaints from students applying for tertiary scholarship.  


The report also talks about lack of internal control procedures and system.  If internal control is not good enough we are talking about procedures and system.  What has the Ministry done over the last four or five years to improve on this?  I have not heard a qualified response from the Minister, the Permanent Secretary of that Ministry and now the Minister.  These information should just flow in.  

Lack of accountability is also another problem identified.  That is, who is to take responsibility?  Lack of accountability is identified in this report as one of the issues that must be addressed.  
Source documentation was identified.  Where are the sources coming from in order to fix issues, in order to fix problems?  Over reliance on suppliers, demands as if they are always right and there was never double check of figures and the things paid for.  Those are some of the problems identified.  
I can go on and on and inform Parliament of the problems.  Not having qualified staff, for example IT personnel and accountants, but yet we are talking about the Ministry of Education, the Ministry responsible of educating our students abroad.  It was found that the very staff the Ministry employed lack credential, lack requisite skills to provide services on demand by the public.  
Timing differences in settling of debts gives rise to accrued interest.  This is about financial management of the Ministry.  Let me say, why did a government during good times fail to pay student allowances for four weeks?  Why did a government during good times fail to pay student allowances for more than four weeks when it has money to buy vehicles left and right?  It is disregarding future leaders of this country by paying lip service to them, and when the payments were made the students only receive half of their allowances.  Some students only receive one $1000 Fijian whilst others receive $3000 Fijian.  Why treat people differently when they are all Solomon Islanders?  
Mr Speaker, I cannot accept administrative hiccups as the excuse.  I cannot accept that as excuse from the Ministry of Education and from the Government.  It is our duty to ensure that our students abroad get their money at the right time and the right amount.  
(hear, hear)

Wake up!  This is a wake up call, the Ministry of Education.  It is time to give them a good wake up call.  Something wrong must be happening.  
Sir, I did not even mislead Parliament when I said that the number of scholarships this year was reduced.  I did not mislead Parliament.  It was what the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education wrote, in response to this report under discussion.  I will distribute the letter he wrote in our pigeonholes this afternoon.  I did not fabricate that statement.  It came from that letter that because of financial constraints the number of students reduced, and that is why I mentioned this in my contribution to the sine die motion.  I was not trying to discredit anybody by making that statement.  I was talking on facts that I read and I can prove to the whole House what that fact is all about.

The selection criteria is an area a lot of people in Solomon Islands are not happy about.  There is the perception going around now that many Malaitans are going to the universities than other provinces and so there is the need to ensure more students from other provinces get a fair reward.  
Are we going to base our selection criteria on provincial level or ethnic groups or our on merit?  These are the issues we have to properly look into because people are now complaining.  They are saying are we one Solomon Islands?  Is there only one constitution for all Solomon Islanders?  How do we select students to go abroad?  
If the accusation that only certain ethnic groups are getting scholarship is true then we have to find out why?  Is it because they score more aggregates and so allows them to get scholarships or is it because of wantok business?  These are real issues within that faculty and it must be sorted out.

In my humble opinion, Mr Speaker, ethnicity, provinces and race should not be used as the basis of selecting students going abroad.  It must be based on academic excellence.  That is the only fair way.  A person who is lazy is lazy.  We must encourage those people to improve their skills in learning.  
A student scores 3.6 in aggregate and just because he comes from the southern region because a lot of students in the southern region are already in the University of the South Pacific, he is defaulted, is not the way to treat a Solomon Islander who attains academic excellence and could do better than the one who scores only 2.4 or 2.6.  
I have been there to the USP and I think we should look into the condition of our students there.  Sometimes 6 or 7 students are sharing one room.  Have we thought about doing something to alleviate that kind of problem, and it is affecting their studies?  Four to five students cramping together in one room because the government cannot afford decent study rooms for them, and it is affecting their education.  No wonder we complain too much about a lot of students failing their exams.  These students are not stupid, but it is the condition of their study.  
We accuse them of going to the nightclubs but the truth is that those who are housed in the campus are okay but those who have to find their own study rooms is terrible.  It is anti-human, it is not human right.  If we consider education as a basic human right, what we are doing to the student is not right.  I just want to remind my friend, the Minister of Education.  

Also, Mr Speaker, the education budget is the biggest budget in the recurrent budget and therefore we should be thinking about other ways of educating our people.  I have floated in this Parliament a couple of times the need to set up a task force committee to start looking into a full fledge online education in here.  

In the last couple of weeks, Dr Rodgers, the Secretary of the SPC made a very good presentation in here on City Information Communication Technology.  We can use information technology to provide the cheapest type of education to our students.  They stay at home in the urban areas, education is decentralized and students have access to courses through internet, online, and it is the cheapest.  
I met four Australians who did their degrees on information technology online and they are the four best or number one IQs in Australia.  I met with them.  It only goes to prove that those who struggle hard to earn their degree earn a better degree with better passes, quality.  This is the way to go.  
What are we planning to do when education has reached that level of expenditure in our recurrent budget?  This is the way a head, way to go and we must spend sometime investigating this method and not building block classes indoctrinating students in these block classes as if that is the only way to go.  

When I am saying this I might be offending teachers who will be losing their jobs or lecturer but that is where the world is going at the moment.  There is nothing to hide.  
Mr Speaker, the report is very simple but it contains a lot of good information for us.  As I have said, I would like to see a report table in Parliament next time on how the Ministry is responding to this review.  I would also like the Minister to consider establishing a soft loan for university students who are not able to get scholarship through the government system but can afford to take a bank loan for their own education.  A lot of students will opt for that because the government can no longer fund everybody who wants to be educated and therefore we should also look at other ways of helping them.  
The banks in Honiara are in liquidity and they do not know what to do with their money.  If we have an education policy that encourages students to access the banking system, even some of us here if we lose the elections in year 2010 we can loan money and go for further studies.  This is true.  Good suggestions like this should be taken up seriously.  

Lastly, I would like to thank my good MP for Rennell and Bellona, the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee for seeing it fit to table this report at this late hour but these recommendations are yet to be dealt upon.  
Sir, I support the motion.

Sir KEMAKEZA:  Mr Speaker, I too would like to contribute very briefly to this motion before the House.  In doing so, I would like to thank the Chairman that although this report is out of date he presented this report before Parliament.  I also thank the Secretary of the PAC who is the Auditor General himself.  The Audit Division checks the performances of government departments and statutory bodies ensuring they follow rules and procedures.  

This is also a good opportunity for Parliament, especially the Opposition side to keep track on the way government is operating.  This is one of the mechanisms we can check the performance of the government or even individual ministers or chairman of statutory bodies.  
I am very happy indeed with the Chairman of the Public Service Commission for tabling this paper in Parliament so that Parliament can scrutinize the report to ensure various departments and bodies and also people who are in charge of state affairs do it strictly in accordance with rules and procedures.  
I thank the chairmen of the various standing committees for keeping on track what the government is doing for the affairs of this nation.  I thank the Prime Minister for putting him there.  He was the Permanent Secretary of two governments including the government I led, Mr Speaker, except that he has now decided to become a politician.  

Mr Speaker, I do not want to talk on this motion but what the Minister said in his contribution to this motion repeating what he said in his contribution to the sine die motion prompted me to talk on this very good program that he did in the Ministry.  Mr Speaker, the only person who knows the ins and outs of that Department is the Minister himself.  He even works in that Ministry before becoming a Permanent Secretary.  He even got his PhD in that field of community high school project or system.  
Mr Speaker, hearing the brief report by the Minister and looking at what is happening in the country on education, to me is not balanced.  I was expecting the Minister to give in his report the actions he has taken to rectify the problems?  Because as the Member of Parliament East Are Are said this report is already out of date.  What improvement and rectification has the Minister taken in relation to this report?  What seems to be happening is that a lot of complaints are mounting on the education sector from teachers, students and authorities.  

Mr Speaker, when all these things are happening and considering the right person now in that Ministry who knows the ins and outs of the Ministry, it strikes me that only two things can happen.  It can be either the Minister is working or the people in that Ministry are working or not and that is why we are experiencing what is going on in the country today, Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, the Minister and the Ministry are asking Parliament, and I thank the Prime Minister and the government for increasing budgetary allocation to the Ministry of Education.  In fact, education also has the highest budgetary allocation during the time of the last regime.  The Permanent Secretary who is the Minister himself now was the one doing those allocations, and the Deputy Prime Minister who is the SPM at that time also assisted his in-law in strengthening the Ministry.  

My point is that there are lots of complaints, lots of reaction from the authorities and here we are also discussing the same issue.  We seem to be repeating the scenarios of the past.  If these anomalies were found in the past and yet they seem to continue today then the question is either the Ministry is working to rectify the anomalies identified in this report that is now before Parliament or nothing at all was done.  

I think it is high time for the Prime Minister to step in as he did to the Solomon Airlines.  It is high time to check on his Ministers.  If you can do that to Solomon Airlines why not do the same to all the Ministries.  

I said in my contribution to the sine die motion that three quarters of the Ministers are not working and that is why the nation is going through these ups and downs and there are many allegations.  The Member for East Are pointed out some of the anomalies but the Minister of Education jumps up and down trying to be defensive.  Do not be like that but accept it and remedy the situation because that is not what we expect of high calibre people on the government side.
We need performance, we need action.  It is now two years  

(coming, coming)

Coming what time?  The University of the South Pacific Campus is not moving, Mr Speaker.  We talk about other universities but those are also not moving.  We talk about upgrading the College of Higher Education but that is not moving either.  Because listening to the Minister reading his report and talking about the position of his Ministry, goodness me, those are outdated information because the report the Minister is reading is exactly the same report I have when I was in that chair.  It means work is not moving or it is not progressing.  

If we find out mistakes are in the report then that is the update report this Parliament should have.  That is what your office should produce and not this outdated report the Minister was presenting earlier on.  We want the report of today, and not last year’s report because these mistakes are of last year or the years before.  You always say that I was the one who made it wrong.  Well, if I did it wrong last time then you correct it.  Why do the same problems still exist?  The same problems are still happening.  It seems as though nobody is doing anything.  That is why I made the remark when we deliberated on the state owned enterprises that everybody’s business is nobody’s business.  

Is that how we should behave when looking after the affairs of this nation given to us under the constitution?  No, Mr Speaker.  Mr Speaker, it would be good for us to have update reports.  I do not want to hear reports of Noah’s time.  
(laughter)

I want a report on what is happening in the education sector now, a report of what is happening in the tourism section now, a report of what is happening in the Police Force now, what is happening in the agriculture sector now, what is happening in the forestry sector now and what is happening in the Public Service now.  Those are the kind of reports we should be having today.  I do not want to hear the kind of report showing the Prime Minister’s budget is higher than education.  That is not what we want.  

We want more budgetary allocation for education.  And I thank the Minister for sending most of our students overseas because we were criticized last time for doing that.  The Minister knows this.  We were accused of sending many students overseas.  They want us to look more at the primary and secondary sectors.  
However, our view is that because of the ethnic tension our students become bottlenecked and so we opened up the bottle so that more people go outside so that we balance the bottle, the queuing up.  Because of that a lot of students were sent out that time, and I thank him because he is the one who was instrumental in initiating this one with the Deputy Prime Minister.  Continue to do that.  Continue with the good work, but we want an up to date report.  I hope in the next Parliament we should get a better report than what we have heard today.  If that is done, you will then convince me that we are moving forward otherwise we are two steps backwards.  Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I support the motion.

Mr BOYERS:  Mr Speaker, I will be brief in my contribution to this motion.  I will contribute on how I see it or my experiences as the former Minister of Finance in relation to the controversy in 2005 on the 60% increase in the allowances of the students.  It was very appropriate that the Minister of Education now who was the Permanent Secretary at that time is probably one of our most qualified Ministers of Education in the history of Solomon Islands.  

Mr Speaker, at the end of 2005 there was a 60% increase of student allowances based on the fact that our students were living in squander and could not afford the necessary expenses and hence failing their courses.  This 60% increase makes it a very large percentage of our recurrent expenditure to such a degree that the justification for this has to be accountable practices and oversight responsibility.  

There was a meeting held between the Minister and the USP, myself and the relevant officials on the basis that that 60% increase reflected the rightsizing of scholarship including may be a downsizing at that time and more accountable practices  like retirement.  That was the conditionality of that 60% increase in 2005.  Just to give an indication of this, an average student in some universities is getting between $55 to $75,000 a year.  This is a considerable amount.  That is more than what some of the MPs are getting.  Compare that to the average man in Solomon Islands, only a fraction of that can feed a family.  It is a very sobering thought that these students are privileged, not only to represent our country but to become future leaders of our country.  
Unfortunately, Mr Speaker, the practices we are talking about are still ongoing.  I do not think there is a mechanism in place to try and double our students.  I have one woman from a village in my constituency who personally works every day to fund her daughter’s education at the University of Papua New Guinea.  There was no scholarship but from the sweat of a mother.  I know this because the MP for North New Georgia helped pay for this daughter’s ticket to come back to see her mother.  

There are people out in the community who are sending their children to school through the sweat of their labor with no help from the government.  I can guarantee you that those students are doing their best to make sure they make their parents proud.  

This raises the question that free handouts do not create the desired results.  It just creates the position on the floor of Parliament to debate the pros and cons, which we are doing now.  I know of some students in the past who failed their courses repeatedly for four years but still retain their scholarships.  The Minister knows this.  These are the anomalies that must be rectified.  It is no good standing on the floor of Parliament responding to this motion saying that 2007 to 2015 is the way forward.  We are talking about history here and making sure those mistakes are not repeated in future.  I hope the Minister, this year 2007, has put in the necessary checks and balances even though he is now in the eight month.  We are talking about a process that does not have to wait until next year on the appointment of new scholarships etc, so that three years down the track may be we might get it right.  

Sir, it is disappointing to see that one of the biggest expenditures in our recurrent budget is still following the same old track of just throwing money at a problem.  I hope the people of this nation will try and understand why we are spending so much money in creating tertiary education when the majority of our people’s children cannot even get a free education from standard six.  
We have just passed a bill, the Correctional Services Bill in this Parliament, which is a very good one and I congratulate the Minister.  There is a provision in that Bill for prisoners or juveniles receiving free education.  What we should be giving is a fair and equitable distribution of justice in the education system in our country.  I think there should be more focus on the Millennium Development Challenges by 2015 mentioned in this Human Resources Annual Report 2006, under point No. 1, 100% of the population are educated by 2015.  That is never going to happen because our population by that time will be a million people and half of them will be under 21 years of age.  

If we are talking about increasing of scholarships, it has to be a miracle out of our hat to try and increase them on the basis that the majority our people are not going to even have basic education.  An informed populace can make informed decisions, and it is the majority that matters.  

We are talking about a minority of scholarships in tertiary education.  It is just a minority.  Was it the minority that rose up during the ethnic tension?  It was the majority - our youths.  If we ignore that problem and focus too much on elitism, we are going to create rebels.  I hope the Minister is well educated and a good person as far as I am concern to rectify the position and create balance, create justice to our people to make sure:

a) We do not give free handouts

b) We respect those that sweat for their children’s future and we create the position of partial scholarship, and as was said a lending facility to those who actually perform for their country.

Mr Speaker, with those few words I support the motion.

Mr HILLY:  Mr Speaker, I shall be very brief.  Firstly I would like to thank the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee for bringing a lot of reports to the floor of Parliament at this Meeting of Parliament.  This is a very healthy sign of Parliament and is a result of work done in trying to strengthen Parliament.  I think the effort by the Government in strengthening the functions of Parliament must continue.  

Mr Speaker, when an audit is produced and problems are revealed in the audit, what is wanted here is our solution to those problems.  Mr Speaker, I do not see the Parliament as having power to resolve those problems that are produced by the audit reports.  But we have the privilege and rules to be able to talk about this report and hopefully responsible people take action in resolving those problems.  

Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank the Government for strengthening the Audit Department.  This is a very important Department but due to lack of resources it has been unable to carry out is function of audit in order to bring to light things that we would like to see here so that we can become accountable for our actions.  Mr Speaker, I say this because there are a number of reports reaching Parliament but the problem is that they are not rectified to this day and that is why I am saying that it is very good these reports are brought to Parliament.  

Under the Public Finance & Audit Act, Mr Speaker, when problems are revealed during an audit, the Minister responsible for those subject matters are required by the Act to take appropriate action to remedy those problems even before they get to the Public Accounts Committee of Parliament.  

Mr Speaker, I am standing here to express my support for continued strengthening of the system so that we are all responsible for our actions and find answers to the problems we have encountered in the course of delivering services to our people.
Sir, my call here is to ask the Government to continue support the strengthening of the parliamentary system, strengthening of the audit system so that we can see more and more of these reports coming to Parliament.  I have never seen so many reports by the Audit Department during this meeting of Parliament.  I think this is a healthy sign.  But the onus in correcting the deficiencies in the Audit Report is that of the Minister responsible of the subject, and not the Parliament.  
I am only hoping that in future audit reports, the actions required of the appropriate Minister to rectify the anomalies should accompany the audit report that goes before the Public Accounts Committee so that the Minister is not only here pleasing our listeners saying this and that is what you are going to do.  But it is a program that the Minister responsible for that audit does provide to the Committee the various steps and actions he is gong to take in rectifying the anomalies.  



Mr Speaker, this is my short contribution to this motion.  I am just calling for further strengthening of the parliamentary system and the audit system so that we talk about these problems on the floor of Parliament on behalf of our people and the government must take the necessary steps in rectifying the situations.  

As I said earlier on, Mr Speaker, there are audit reports that reached this floor of Parliament, we talked about them but the problems have never been resolved.  I support the motion.

Mr KENGAVA:  Mr Speaker, in my short contribution to this motion I have this to say.  I think the impression given on the floor of Parliament that the Ministry of Education is not moving ahead or there is a financial crisis is misleading.  


Sir, pointing fingers to the Minister and his administration could be as what we have heard last week that if you point one finger there three fingers point back at you.  We must be careful of what we are saying.  

I think the question of why there is no progress on the idea of establishing a fourth USP Campus in Solomon Islands, or there is no SICHE improvement to any of its physical development or the problem of scholarship raised by the Chairman of Public Accounts Committee is a brought over problem.  We cannot pinpoint any particular government for the problem.  In my view, it is what is called in bookkeeping a brought over problem.  It is a problem of the past government brought forward to this government, and unless this government deals with this problem it will be carried forward to the next government.  

Sir Kemakeza interjecting:  That is the deputy Minister. 

Mr Kengava:  Mr Speaker, if the former Prime Minister thinks that I should be the Minister why did he not appoint me last time?  I could be his Minister and we could have solved all these problems but I know he does not want me to be a minister. 

Mr Speaker, I think the Minister of Education is doing what he can in solving these problems one by one.  Sir, we must accept the fact that the Ministry is one of the biggest ministries in the government set up.  Since it is a big ministry with such a big manpower and with so many people to serve both school children in our country and those overseas, what do you expect for such a ministry to do over night?  It needs a lot of support and help.  Give time to the government.   


Sir, I think it is good if we look positively and do a bit more research.  Do not just depend on what you read from reports and think this is the situation with the Ministry.  I think those who depend on reports can be termed as book wormers.  Do not depend very much on books, but look around, go to SICHE, go to the USP Centre and find out the real story of these things, then you will know the truth.


With the USP, Mr Speaker, progress is underway to get the fourth Campus here in Solomon Islands.  Agreements have been signed to get the way going.  SICHE has just given approval for part of its campus at Panatina to be given to the Government for this fourth Campus just two months ago.  This is a sign of progress, we are moving.  Why doesn’t the Member for Russells go and find this out at the USP Centre.  

Sir, the SICHE restructuring program has been going on for the last four years when I was chairman of the College.  Part of the progress in restructuring the set up of the College is that there is now a Dean at the School.  Progress towards one day can turn SICHE to become a university.  Is that not progress?  Is that not moving?  It was your government that appointed me to the Minister at that time.  I did the job well for you and now you turn around and say there is nothing happening.  Where are our eyes?


Mr Speaker, the changes that are going on at the College are meeting resistance.  Why because people resist to change.  There is a restructuring.  But thanks to the European Union we are moving ahead with that program.  The New Zealand Government must be thanked for upgrading the Panatina Campus for education.  The Education Program by the European Union had just reported this week that it is very happy with the progress of its program.  Is that not progress, Mr Speaker?  

Sir, scholarship is a very problematic issue and we must take time to look at it properly.  The Minister reported in this House that they have identified a problem and they are now addressing it.  May be in the next report there would not be anything on that in the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee report on that matter.  


Sir, if matters are slow and not moving ahead as we want them to be, how can we get those things moving if there is instability always in this country?  How can those things move if move motions of no confidence whenever there is a sitting of Parliament?  How can the Government fulfills what you want it to fulfill if the Opposition rocks the government and then turns around and accuse the government for not doing its job?  Is this not playing hypocrisy in this House, Mr Speaker?  You do not play around with people.  
Who is telling the truth here, Mr Speaker?  Look at us, we are playing politics.  We are demanding our children to get better education.  We must think a little bit wiser, Mr Speaker
Sir Kemakeza interjecting:  That is why the SICHE always go on strike.

Mr Kengava:  Yes, because they know good things are coming and some people are trying to resist it.  But I solved it for you as your Chairman then. 


Sir, I think this Report is not out of date, in my opinion.  Any reports that come before Parliament are always update reports because they will be always there and can be used for research, for references next year and the years onward.  So it is not right to say the report is out of date.  
If the PAC has the initiative of looking at this report, it shows how important this report is to the people of this country.  The fact that the PAC produced its own report from that same report shows that it is now updated for us to look at this report.  
I think what is needed here as required by some of us when asking for updated report on education is may be a statement from the government, like what the Minister of Health has done.  We need updates for today.

Sir, before taking my seat, I think the Ministries of Education and Health are the two biggest Ministries in this country.  We must not be quick to give the impression to the public that something is wrong and not working in these two ministries because these two ministries are dealing with human beings and human resource and they need time to sort things out.  
When you have a ministry that deals with human beings, you have to face the consequences for being able to satisfy the human beings because they are talking objects in the Ministry and not like a computer that does not talk back to you and so you can do anything you want with it.  
Sir, we must be very careful with the impression we are giving out about this Report.  It is wrong to say that too much money is spent on education.  I think the message should be more accountability.  I would like to encourage the Government to budget for even more money in next year’s budget in order to get the USP fourth Campus to start coming into operation, the building of the facility and to rehabilitate the Solomon Islands College of Higher Education physical structure.  You must also not forget to rehabilitate schools affected by the tsunami in the Western and Choiseul Provinces. 

With these few comments, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat.  
Mr Speaker:  Before I give the floor to the honorable Member for Small Malaita, I would like to affirm the comment by the Member who has just spoken in terms of reports presented to Parliament. 

For purposes of Parliament’s oversight, reports are never out of date because under Standing Order 18 any time, after a Report has been tabled, a motion can be brought on it for purposes of debate in Parliament.  I simply want to remind honorable Members that reports presented to Parliament are never out of date for purposes of oversight by Parliament. 

Mr HAOMAE:  Mr Speaker, with due respect, I do not think the MP for West Choiseul is debating the motion.  At the outset, I wish to thank the Chairman of the PAC, MP for Rennell and Bellona for tabling the motion in Parliament. 

In passing, Mr Speaker, I also wish to register and record a thank you note to the Office of the Auditor General.  We are seeing the capacity building of that office.  I must commend the Auditor General for using the resources and the capacity building in his office for purposes of producing these reports.  

Within the precincts of that Division, he is the boss making use of the resources and manpower given to him by the Government for purposes of doing his job.  He did not complain, he did not pass the bucks like what some Ministers did.  But he is making use of the resources given to him in terms of capacity building.  The officers deployed there might be from RAMSI but he is making use of them by giving them work to do, and therefore I wish to give appreciation for the work of the Auditor General.  I hope the Government is not thinking of removing him from that good office.  


Mr Speaker, the tertiary scholarships program follows a process.  I think that is what the MP for North West Choiseul should be talking about.  The process is like this.  Space – in terms of manpower requirement in order to advance the economy of this country and nation building.  When all stakeholders - the government and the private sector come together, what is the requirement?  Manpower planning and from that, we can ask what are the number of spaces available for our students in tertiary education in whatever form and in whatever country.  


Complementary to that is how much money is to be allocated for purposes of servicing that particular decision.  This is what we should be debating.  We are not talking about the motion of no confidence here.  After those decisions are made in the precincts of the Ministry of Education and Human Development then comes the next process, which is selection and on what criteria will qualify a student to take the space that is available.  That is the selection process.  As reflected in the report, Mr Speaker, there are discrepancies in the manner and methodology of the selection.  

I can submit to you, Mr Speaker, that a lot of people in the country, parents or guardians of the many students have complained about the methodology of selection.  Students go in for purposes of tertiary education.  It is inside the report.  That is not wishful thinking.  If that is not true, Mr Speaker, do you think the Auditor General will bring it in here or will table it on this floor of Parliament?  I do not think so.  There must be a grain of truth in what is written in the Report.  The anomalies and the discrepancies, there must be a grain of truth in it and that is why this report reaches this floor of Parliament.

If you think it is only a report and therefore it might not be true, I disagree totally with that perspective.  Selection because of discrepancies, my good Minister for Education has already given the assurance that he will not only consider but take appropriate action to rectify those anomalies and discrepancies.  

The next in the process is the upkeep of our students overseas.  I am not talking about the students at the College of Higher Education or the USP students doing their preliminary studies in here before going overseas to attend tertiary education.  But I am talking about those who are there already at this point in time.  We have already heard that our students at the University of the South Pacific (USP) in Suva, Fiji are complaining.  That is the truth.  I believe them.  I do need to go to Suva to say I do not believe them.  I believe them.  They are educated people.  They are our students at the University and therefore I know they cannot mislead us, the leaders of this Country.  They cannot mislead the Ministry of Education.  They cannot mislead the Government or their parents, let alone the 50 MPs of this National Parliament.  I do not need to go to the USP.  But if the Government wants to pay my airfares I can go, but I do not need to go there to verify the complaints because they are very loud and clear.  
Mr Speaker, my good Minister of Education has already given us the assurance that the Ministry is taking every opportunity within its budget to ensure it rectifies that particular situation.  But I think it is unfair to pay the full amount to some students and half or one quarter to some.  No.  That is not right.  

Mr Speaker, whilst on the upkeep of our students overseas, I support the sentiment that we must look after them well because some of these students will replace us in these chairs in the future.  If we send our students overseas we must try our best by making resources available for their good upkeep.  Otherwise we are of the opinion that the boys and girls go there drinking beer or go out to the nightclubs and that is why they fail their examinations.  No.  Sometimes it is their upkeep that might be affecting their performance.  

Sir, I wish to impress on my hardworking Minister of Education to ensure that the upkeep of our students overseas is up to the standard required and for purposes of assisting them pass their examinations because they in the future they will return to work in our country if they do not work elsewhere outside.  That is the other process.  
Covering all these is what you call accountability.  The Ministry must be accountable or the officers concern, including the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry concerned must be accountable for the number of spaces.  They must be accountable on what portion of the budget of this country is allocated to those spaces.  They must be accountable to the National Parliament of Solomon Islands for the upkeep of our students in tertiary institutions.  


Mr Speaker, the report reflects discrepancies and anomalies and accountability.  That is what it points out.  There is no need for us to debate other things.  I have some views for purpose of debate, but I am restricting myself to the motion.  If you look at the number of students in tertiary institutions, there are about 2,000 of them and the budget allocated to them is about $100million.  There are about 30-40,000 students in secondary schools and they are allocated $70million.  If you look at primary schools there are about 100,000 to 200,000 students and they are only allocated $30million.  That is the concern of the Minister for Education to ensure the ratio is proper in order that there is free education for secondary schools.  The Minister does not need any new money.  His adjustment of the Ministry of Education’s budget for purposes of ensuring that he achieves the objective and policy is all that is needed.  It is a very good policy.  

Mr Speaker, I want to thank the Member for Rennell and Bellona and the Public Accounts Committee for presenting this motion on the floor of Parliament.  I do not want us to talk about other things in terms of this motion.  Let us talk on the motion because some of us would like to contribute to the motion of sine die.  
With that I support the motion.
Hon KAUA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me the opportunity to contribute to this very important motion.  First of all, I would like to thank the Member for Rennell and Bellona for seeing fit in bringing this Report to the House as part of his role as Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.  

Before doing so, Mr Speaker, I just would like us to draw our attention to Standing Order 18(1), which says, “Debate upon such motion shall be confined to the general principles set forward in that paper.”  Members are not licensed to roam around all over the country like the previous speaker who has just sat down was doing.  If Members are interested in this motion they should not leave this Chamber but remain in here to hear to all the debates.


Mr Speaker, if we look at the report itself, it stated October 2006.  I for one was a bit surprised because if the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee is very interested in this report, why did he not bring this motion during the February sitting of Parliament?  Is it because we are bogged down with the no confidence motion?  Nevertheless, Mr Speaker, that is outside of the motion, as the Member has said.  

Sir, let me first of all say that of all the accusations made against the current Minister, the report itself is an account of previous Ministers’ failures that left Parliament already about four years ago.  To say that the current Minister is to be responsible for these anomalies is not right.   

Sir, this audit report covered the years 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005, which we all know was the ethnic tension period.  Certainly, most of the things happening at that time cannot be accounted for because of the situation facing the country at that time and therefore what the Ministry of Education is trying to do now is to address the anomalies of those years and putting things right.  
I would like to bring us back to the point raised by the Member of Are Are in terms of selection criteria.  Sir, as someone who has been in the selection committee for 12 years, I would say Solomon Islands has the best criteria ever.  This is because people are selected starting at standard 6, and then another selection at form three, another one at form five, and then form six before preparing our students for university.  

The MP also mentioned certain people or provinces being favored more than others in terms of selection.  But I would like to clarify that population-wise it is very difficult to ascertain the number of this particular group.  Therefore, this particular province will definitely have more number than other provinces in the country because of the population of that particular province.  This is always a problem of those doing the selection because even if you go higher it will be still the same.  
If one cares to look at the selection criteria you will see that students from that particular province with high scores could not get scholarship for further study.  It is very sad to see a good number of students from that particular province with high scores cannot go anywhere.  So to say that there is favor in the selection criteria is not true.  The selection criteria of this country is the best ever compared with other countries, Mr Speaker.  

If we would like to talk about how this government is going to respond to this situation, as the MP for North West Choiseul has already said, just look at what we have done during this short period of time.  We have been trying to address this issue in the short time we are in office and I think it is only proper that we acknowledge what this current government has been doing so far in ensuring our students are paid on time.  
We must also realize that there are two categories of scholarship award.  The first one is those who are awarded scholarships by our friend, the aid donors and those awarded under the SIG.  As such you would notice that there are discrepancies on how the students are given the awards.  That is probably one of the things you will find in the report.

The other thing I would like to clarify is that the scholarship awards given by our aid donors were already being determined by donors themselves on the level of assistance that students have to apply for.  This gives very little chance for Solomon Islands to decide as to how many scholarships should be given and also to verify which areas of study our students should be attending.  That is another area.  

I hope the MP for East Are Are is here to hear that this Government is very serious in addressing these problems.  Just recently we heard the piloting of 100 computers in the country and Solomon Islands will, under this government, establish space, schools and also the university.  I hope the MP will take advantage of this to be one of those first post graduates if he has not yet graduated from any course from the Solomon Islands University.   

With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I would like to say that we must try as much as possible not to talk about what is outside the report but concentrate on what is in the report and not to pinpoint people on this side that it is their failure because this report is based on the time when the previous government was in power.  But I congratulate the Minister of Education for trying to come up with most of the improvements that are now taking place.  If he was to be blamed when he was a Permanent Secretary, unfortunately he did not have the word or the say in Parliament and therefore he can excused for that, Mr Speaker.  

With those few remarks, I support the motion.

Hon SOFU:  Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me this opportunity to briefly air my contribution on this very important report.  In so doing, Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the Honorable MP for Rennell/Bellona and Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee for seeing it fit in bringing this report before Parliament for its deliberation.  

Mr Speaker, I also wish to take this opportunity to thank the hard working Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education and his staff for their presence at this very important committee.  

Mr Speaker, I want to put it this way.  This report is very important.  It is not very late or whatever term used by those who have already spoken on this motion.  It is very important in a sense that we need to clarify to the people of this nation who have concerns in some areas of the education system.  I wish to thank the Chairman of the Public Accounts for the second time.  

Mr Speaker, some parents in the rural areas work very hard to get money to pay for their children’s school fees attending secondary schools.  There is very high expectation by the parents for their children to go on to higher education to obtain higher qualification.  

Mr Speaker, issues are raised on this floor of Parliament about this report, which to me is good because this is helping the government and helping the Ministry.  If you look at the third paragraph of page 6 of this report, the Permanent Secretary stated very clear that issues raised in the report of the Public Accounts Committee will be dealt accordingly by the Ministry of Education. 
I too have some thinking, especially on the area of scholarship selection and approval.  This area is the concern of every student and even parents at home.  Students question why they are not selected when they think they are academically fit and therefore should go for further education.  

Mr Speaker, if we are outside and just talk, we would not know what is happening.  I believe this report will clarify some of the confusions and doubts.  Whatever experiences we have been through in the past are stepping stones for us to stand on to go forward.  

I believe the words we express in this Parliament come from within our hearts reflecting our rural people.  The Government through the Ministry of Education can only take positive contributions and not negatives ones because negative comments cannot do anything good for the planning of human resource development.  

Mr Speaker, on human resource development capacity, I am very happy with the statement used by the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education that time.  The Government does not fail but it is taking it seriously through the Ministry of Education.  My colleague, the hardworking Minister for Education, I believe, is addressing the issue.  He will do it.  Wait patiently and give him time.  Good things take time to put together.  Mr Speaker, I wish to remind my good colleague, the Minister of Education that human resource development capacity is very important for this nation.  

The report talks about looking into the provinces. Planning in the provinces by provincial education authorities is very important.  Sometimes the provincial education authorities fail to submit the plans of their provinces.  I was once in the national education board and I know that it failed.  Why?  It could be because some education officers in the provinces are not working.  Probably they have been there too long and therefore do things in their own interest.  They need to be transferred somewhere else where there is a new working environment.  
This report, as I said earlier in my introduction, is timely and the Government cannot just leave it as it is.  The Government through the Ministry of Education will take the recommendations onboard in its planning.  

With these few remarks, I support the motion.  

Hon TANEKO:  Mr Speaker, I will be very brief in debating this motion. I do not want to repeat what other speakers have said but I just want to register my thanks to the Minister of Education.  

The report is professionally prepared, well documented and a very colorful report, and I wish to thank the Minister for Education and thank the Government of the day as well.  

I would like to thank the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee for a well done job in bringing this report to Parliament.  We need more of such reports to be brought before this House.  I had the feeling that some of us might be saying that we are wasting our time on this report.   But I would like to say that this is a very, very important report.  

I say it is important because according to SWAT analysis in management, this report shows the strengths, the weaknesses in the Ministry and how we can improve the system.  It is also going to strengthen all the schools because this report if taken down to each school would tell what each one has achieved of their input in the school.  
By doing so they can quantify more which area needs to be strengthened within the schools.  In the report, the Permanent Secretary mentions he is going to concentrate more on how to improve things in the future.  
Mr Speaker, I thank the Auditor General as well for transparency, accountability, which everybody complains about so much in this House.  This is a report that will tell us the weakness of each ministry.  

This report is not only talking to the Minister for Education.  This report is a message to all the 20 Ministries that we have to produce such report on how we are functioning, how we are working and how we are managing the ministries.  

This report speaks louder and clear in this House of Parliament, not only to the Ministry of Education but other ministries and other Permanent Secretaries as well.  We want this kind of report so that the PAC Committee can bring forth such a report in this House of Parliament for the future development and betterment of Solomon Islands.  

I thank the Public Accounts Committee for bringing this report because it show us the weaknesses of the ministry and this is good for transparency purposes.  

This is a good report because it is not hiding anything.  It is a report that comes so that we as leaders of this nation can see where we can strengthen that particular ministry.  I am happy with this report and more of this report should come before the House.  

Mr Speaker, we are now 29 years since we attain our independence.  I just want to register this suggestion because I know that there are lots of good reports being brought into this House but nothing has been done about those reports.  I wonder if we can put together all those reports, all those information. There are many academics and professional people around with no jobs. We can get them in, we pool together those professionals to do brainstorming to put together all valid and important points into one document. 

I am suggesting this to my good government because it is a report that is going to be done by professional people that we respect and so it is only wise that those recommendations are brought forward so that we continue to carry forward all the good things for the betterment and development of our nation Solomon Islands.  
I am glad that such a report is brought in here.  I also thank the Minister for taking steps to address the anomalies mentioned in this report.  I thank the Ministry and all the staff that this is a well done job. There should be more of such report.  
I once again thank the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee. You are very active, and so I want you to bring more reports into this House.  There is another meeting coming up which you can bring in many more reports.  That is what we want.  That is how we are going to improve the system and the mechanism in our nation, Solomon Islands.  

Mr Speaker, you can see the results of the students.  You can see how they are performing, how the other schools are doing.  You can see competition in the schools.  

Coming to scholarship, Mr Speaker, the students who get scholarship from the SIG are those who have the blessings and the opportunity of scoring high marks. My appeal before I sit down is this: because scholarships is very limited for those who have that please make use of that wonderful support you get from the SIG because opportunity only comes once.  Because of that, these students will become lawyers, accountants, administrators and so forth to become leaders one day for this nation.  Please make use of that scholarship when you reach those institutions in New Zealand, Australia, Fiji, PNG or wherever because the other 80% of students do not have the chance to get a scholarship like  you do.  To those of you who are granted scholarship make use of the scholarship.  

With those brief remarks, Mr Speaker, I support this motion.  

Mr Gukuna:  Allow me first, Mr Speaker, to thank my colleagues who contributed to this motion on this side of the House.  Thank you for you comments, your suggestions, your good thinking.  I would like to thank the Minister of Education for laying down the position of the Ministry.  

I would just like to clarify a point that was raised by the Deputy Prime Minister in his contribution saying that this report was dated October.  This report I brought to this House is dated 17th July 2007.  

I would also like to point out that these reports are not pointing fingers at any government.  I do not care which government this report is pointing at if it is pointing fingers.  What I care for is that I am going my job by bringing to this House for our attention the irregularities that are pointed out in this report.  That is what my job is. 

It so happens that this government is in power because it could have been any government.  But I think it is the best opportunity for us as leaders of this nation to go through these reports, make comments on them and hopefully we assist the responsible Ministry to do its work properly.  

Having said that, Mr Speaker, I now move that Parliament resolves itself into the Committee of the Whole House to consider National Paper No. 28 2007.

The motion agreed to

Committee of the Whole House 

Mr Chairman:  I would just like to remind Honorable Members that the Committee will simply go through paragraph by paragraph and there will be no questions put. 

Pages 1,2,3 & 4

No comments

Page 5

Hon Lilo:  Mr Chairman in relation to paragraph 2 point 1 & 2 and may be the whole lot of it, I just want to comment like this, that we have to take this audit report into context.  It relates to the audit of expenditures from 2002, 2003, 2004 and a lot of the build up of that expenditures were from expenditures of previous years as well, and not only just 2002.  It takes into account arrears from 2001 and it builds up over that period until 2004, and 2005 when we were able to repay the arrears.  That is the context I want us to understand in this particular audit because it seems to be misconstrued in the way to show that this is a kind of an incident happening to the government of Solomon Islands almost since we gain independence.  That is not true.  

In fact we have one of the best selection processes until we went down ourselves in 1999.  I can remember that selections were often being made directly at the schools with results of the first semester as the key results used by the scholarship board in making the initial identification of students that would be considered for scholarship award.  That leads to a very good expenditure program in terms of the award of expenditures to scholarships.  

But in this particular case, I think we have to understand it in that context and it will also happen in the case of the payroll too. We have to understand that in the context of that particular period.  It is not good coming in here and just throwing mud at each other.  It was because of that situation but now that we are able to come out from it, we should come of it. 

One of the points I wanted to raise here is that the report should have made the qualification.  The report in itself, the Public Accounts Committee should have made that qualification so that readers can take note of it when consuming this particular report before us.  

Hon Sikua:  Mr Chairman, in addition to what has been mentioned by the Minister for Finance at that particular period of time scholarships was not awarded by the National Training Committee.  The National Training Committee was taken out of the Ministry of Education and relocated in the Prime Minister’s Office.  In effect, the award of scholarship is a one man decision.  It was when I returned in 2003 that I had to fight to take back the National Training Committee to the Ministry of Education.  I had specifically told the then Prime Minister that if he wants me to be Permanent Secretary for this Ministry of Education, he must bring back the National Training Committee to the Ministry of Education.  

At that time, Mr Chairman, the problem happened where scholarship was just given to anybody who actually turns up at the door.  That is why the problem happens.  

I had predicted then that the situation will continue to be so until last year, which is for four years - 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006.  In these five years we will continue to experience budget overruns, poor performance.  All these things will continue to happen.  I did predict in 2003 that starting this year and onward a lot of  students who came from outside will be cleaned out, would have graduated or fallen on the way side due to poor performance and this year we should be able to starting following the regulations.  

I think that helps to explain why the report has shown a lot of the anomalies.  I think the Minister of Finance is correct that we need to contextualize the situation the findings of the report shows.  Thank you.

Page 6, 7, 8 & 9 

No comments

(Parliament resumes)

Mr Gukuna:  Mr Chairman, I beg to report that the National Parliament Paper No. 28 of 2007, Report of the Public Accounts Committee on its Examination of the Auditor General’s Audit Report on the Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development on Tertiary Scholarships Program has gone through the Committee of the Whole House with no amendments.  

Mr Chairman Speaker, I beg to move that Parliament agrees to the recommendations contained in the report.

The report is carried

Sitting suspended for lunch break

Parliament resumes

Motion No.4

Mr Gukuna:   Mr Speaker, I had reached some understanding with the Minister of Finance on this motion and so I wish to withdraw this motion.  

Motion No. 4 withdrawn

SINE DIE MOTION (Debate continues)

Hon TOSIKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute on this sine die motion.  First of all I would like to thank the government, the Prime Minister in this case for his leadership and for supporting the Bills that I brought to Cabinet and finally to Parliament.
I also wish to thank the Speaker, your office and staff for the good control and effort put into facilitating this meeting in a cordial and good way. 
I would also like to thank for my two hardworking Permanent Secretaries of the Ministry of Police and Justice and the staff who in one way or the other contributed towards those two Bills because it is through their efforts that these Bills finally came before Parliament.  

I also would like to thank RAMSI for their support, assistance and funding towards these two Bills.  I also thank the Commissioner of Police and his staff, the Commissioner of Prison especially for the Correctional Service Bill that has been brought to Parliament, the Chief Justices and the Courts and staff.

I also thank the Opposition Group for supporting the Bill.  I fully endorse the overwhelming support given by the Opposition and I commend them for the support they have given.  

Lastly, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the West Honiara constituency who have given me their support and mandated me to represent them in this Honorable House.  

Mr Speaker, let me now report on the development budget in my Ministry.  My Ministry under the 2007 development budget has certain projects that we undertake, which I would like to briefly report on them.  

First the Lofung Police station.  Work is now being done to the Lofung Police Station which has been allocated $3.2million.  Contracted award was $2.9million and the expenditure to date is $1.7million and therefore 75% of that project has been completed.  The estimated completion date will be in mid 2008.  Mr Speaker, my Ministry is doing its best to see this project materialize and come into reality.  

On the other hand the community policing fund which ROC has funded $3million we will be requesting ROC after this Parliament session through solicited those fund through Prime Minister so the fund will be used for the Community Policing and some of the community police post in our rural areas will be considered under this project or this money.  

Like the Marau police station, the use of land has been addressed and some of this project like in Gizo the Tsunami is one of things that have set backs in some of the project especially in Gizo and Choiseul Province.  

Police housing Mr Speaker Sir, ROC had funded the $2million the contract award had yet to be made, we have find some difficulties in cases of but I have discuss this with my counterpart the Ministry of Infrastructure.

I think there need to be some improvement in the architect role and also this ....... after funds and quantification of those projects Mr Speaker Sir.  

The Provincial service upgrades Mr Speaker we have approve $225,000.  We have used up $196,000 the project almost completed now in first quarter of 2007 unspent amount is $29,000 from that allocation.  

The Tetere prison officers housing is on its way now is $1.1million to date we have expedited about $418,000 and the work has started already and estimated period of completion will be 2008 early January Mr Speaker Sir.  

The Law and Justice program funding the construction of the Auki prison is underway now.  I have gone down to Auki to make the ground breaking early this year.  So the work is underway.  

The same for Gizo, the project in Gizo will be reprecated the same prison in Auki will be reprecated in Gizo the soon as the one in Auki is completed the Gizo one will take off Mr Speaker Sir. 

Mr Speaker review of the Police Act we are working on that now.  The Police Act is quite outdated and we are working towards brining that Police Act to the next session of Parliament and work is underway.  ]

I thank the effort from the Law reform Commission with the help of the RAMSI assistance to see that this Acts are updated and modernized so that the act is up to date to take on the situation and circumstances that we are in at the moment.  

The capacity building Mr Speaker, I think we are working very hard in terms of you see the Kalala House is there now its under construction now and as soon as that building is complete we be move down to that building.  

So in terms of law and order and justice program in terms of building construction we are there with the help of RAMSI Mr Speaker the program is moving forward.  That is Police.  

Mr Speaker allow me to go on to Justice sector.  The 2007 budget development estimate for National Judiciary Mr Speaker, the Magistrate housing are funded by SIG.  Projects involves renovation and three accommodation namely Principal Magistrate, Quarters in Gizo, Western Province Magistrate Quarters Auki, Malaita Province and Chief Justice official residence in Honiara which amounts to $1.4million.  

The magistrate quarters in Gizo is not at the costing stage, after costing it will go to tender.  The one in Auki actual architectural design work now has been completed at the next step after this design is to ensure costing work will take place and then tender will follow suite.  Chief Justice official residence Honiara tender process already completed work on renovation will soon commence sometimes this week or before the end of August 2007. 

As I have said most of these projects are set backs in the MID which fields of technical aspect of it, this the only experience that we experienced that has more or less have set back on the progress of those project Mr Speaker Sir.  

National Judiciary though the funds are allocated under National Judiciary in 2007 development estimate the donor funds are also to fund the National Judiciary and various other agencies of department of Justice and Legal Affairs.  

If I can outline these donor funding to the Justice sector is also approve by New Zealand aid and Ausaid through RAMSI the total funding is $103,747,773 for 2007.  This estimate is to $12million for operational cost including procurement, stationeries, security, building, rental, vehicle cost, IT sport, Training, Lease of fourth floor of Anthony Saru building and up to the end of October, lease of Place Maker building, up to the end of September 2007, Tongs building for Police ........... up to end of December 2007 these for both for courts circuits and witnessed transport, salary and about 34 local engaged staff under the law and justice program and support of the Police prosecuting in unit of the Police.  

$22million for equipments including infrastructure and larger capital where just vehicles and computers but mainly infrastructure working in Honiara and provinces as has been outline in my earlier introduction.

And also requesting of Kalala House, extension work of High court including court rooms, example the court rooms no. 6 holding sale, registration of office and sheriffs office, new Auki court house and offices and new Gizo court room and court offices.  

$64million non cash including cost for the support provided by expatriate advisors and other associate cost in supporting the Advisors including security, housing allowance, medical insurances and management arrangement of managing the contracts for the justice component of the RAMSI law and justice program neither management contract between Ausaid and GRM international.  

The above are funded provided by Ausaid through RAMSI Mr Speaker sir.  

In addition New Zealand aid provides through RAMSI about $3,760,473 to cater for the cost of High Court Judges and the associate of their engagement.  

One of the main initiatives Mr Speaker in terms of the government policy frame work document implementation is to do with the intention to strengthen the local justice in the rural areas.  

Currently the RAMSI have sponsored justice program and the justice ministry are embarking on a stock take of justice infrastructure operation in the province throughout the country.  

Mr Speaker we sent our coordinator Ruasi down to Town and other provinces to stock take of all the under justice sector and also the coordinate, as I have said in one of my speech coordinate how we can do the engaged here that the Chiefs and Elders become part of the program.  

The current structure and roles played by the chiefs and community elders and leaders in dispensing justice at the local and villages or community level and with the view of investigating and how those roles can be enhance to assist in dispensing justice at the local level and enhance the maintains of peace and security.  

The RAMSI and law justice program had recruited a local Solomon Islander to take the lead in carrying out the stock take and perform other roles as required by the Ministry the position is call professional support coordinator as I have said earlier Mr Speaker.  

The Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs will be meeting some of the local cost to enable from the professional support coordinator to travel around the country to carry out this work in the next 12 months.  We hope to have a report towards the end of the 12 months period to guide us how we can best approach implementing the GCC policy framework to strengthen the roles of Chiefs, Traditional Leaders in dispensing justice at the local level.  

Mr Speaker, allow me time to move on to the Supplementary budget.  

At this juncture I would like to thank the Ministry of Infrastructure which under the budget for first ever in history that money was allocated for feeder roads in Honiara.

Mr Speaker, allow me time to move on to the supplementary budget.  At this juncture I would like to thank the Ministry of Infrastructure which under the budget for first ever in history that money was allocated for feeder roads in Honiara.  The $2million is approved under the supplementary budget specifically for feeder roads in Honiara.  The question was raised that the other 47 constituencies have money allocated under development budget for those constituencies except for Honiara, which we do not have any resources, so may be the pass governments have forgot about the three constituencies in Honiara.  There is no money allocated to these constituencies.  We have raised a point in Cabinet and it finds it way into the budget now that the feeder roads in Honiara will be rehabilitated for tar-sealing and I will be asking for a budget on the next budget for continuity so that these roads in Honiara will be tar-sealed.  


Mr Speaker, as Honiara is a place for almost 50 constituencies to live in and the usability of that road enhance and promote almost everyone of you, as you are well aware that the community in Honiara is a mixer of all of us.  So therefore, it is quite fitting and is quite proper that we should find money to fund these feeder roads and tar-seal them.  One of the good things as I have mentioned earlier on is, if we improve those roads, we improve the standard of living and also we improve the value of the property at the end of the value of the property we move up.  And therefore, you are resourcing the pocket of those who have properties at the end of the bottom up approach that we will fully realize in Honiara.


With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I beg to move.

Mr NE’E:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to at least contribute to the motion of sine die that was moved by the honourable Prime Minister a week ago.


First of all, I would like to thank yourself Mr Speaker, and your staff for facilitating this sitting from Day 1 until now and ensuring all government business been tabled prior to the end of the motion of sine die.


Mr Speaker, I also want to mention here that there are sentiment aired in this parliament in regards to working together as one group having an united front in our Melanesian way.  If we could do that we would not spend time debating issue that is non issue in this parliament.  Before joining parliament I have heard arguments in this parliament.  People arguing with one another from the government side I feel that it is time that we should go ahead with businesses that would benefit our people.  


As I said I would be very brief, recently there is a Bill brought to parliament to increase Cabinet Ministers to 23, and we have strong opposition from none other but the MP for East Are Are, who actually opposed the idea of having to increase the Government Ministries to 23.  By saying that it is the government’s intension to increase its number in parliament, so what, it is the government’s business.  And it is the government of the day intension to see that we have a stable government so that our policies could actually implement within the timeframe that this government should implement it.  It is the policy of any government to have a stable government.  Last year you have a stable government, you have taken over members from the Opposition to join the government so that you could have a stable government.  It is that same intension that we are expected to do this year.  And it is my responsibility as Chairman of the Government Caucus to see that we have a stable government, so that we could implement our bottom up policies within the timeframe because we only have four years.  We might ask for an extension for another year in this parliament house.


Mr Speaker, we do not want motions of no confidence come back in every parliament sitting and that is only meant to delay the government policies.  It means to delay and slow down the implementation of our government policy and it is our intention to have a stable government and it will be for the benefit of this country and the people of this country.


Mr Speaker, I would also like to take this opportunity on behalf of the people of Central Honiara to thank the Grand Coalition for appointing the Attorney General who ensures that certain legislation in this parliament are properly checked and to be brought to parliament.  He has two weeks only but he has decided to bring in a lot of Bills to this parliament and check them out.  That is the reason why the Bar Association wants him out.  He is doing an excellent job and I want to thank the Grand Coalition for appointing him and ensuring that we have an Attorney General who looks through all the bills to see if there are loopholes they should be brought to Parliament for amendment.  Thank you honourable Prime Minister for ensuring that we have an Attorney General that could do that.


Mr Speaker, I also want to touch on issues affecting my people in Central Honiara.  The first is land allocation.  

We might have heard about it on papers or the so call newspaper the, ‘Express’ the anti government newspaper.  I must mention here that some of these newspapers are biased reporting things that are not true.  I want to clearly state here that land allocation in Honiara has been done well before the Grand Coalition came into power.  There are sites being researched for Asians in Honiara.  Solomon Islands is the only country in the South Pacific that does not have any ground land left for government development.  If you look at the map of Honiara and colour it red, 80% or two-third of the land in Honiara is own by Foreigners.  

On behalf of my people in Central Honiara, we want to make sure that these lands are returned to the government for proper development.  There are sites I can name them above Rove, up at Tasahe, that has been laying idle for the last four years.  They have been resale for Governments.  Why can’t we reclaim them and reallocate them to Solomon Islanders who are willing to make development?  There are banks willing to lend money for development, why can’t we do that?  I was talking about redevelopment in China Town, I do not worry about China Town.  It is the business of the Chinese Association and Physical Planning Department or Town Council.  I am talking about lands up at Tasahe, White River that has been sitting idle for the last four or five years without development.  What are we doing about it?  Are we going to sit here and just looking at it.  There are honourable MPs in this house who wants land to build houses.  There are Solomon Islanders who could develop sites for purposes of development in this country.  That is why I brought that paper up and I was interviewed by radio New Zealand in regards to land allocations in Honiara.  As I have mentioned earlier on we have Attorney General who could look at issues and we are looking at the possibility of making amendments to the Land Title Act that could cater for these lands to be reallocated to potential business developers.  I do not say for Solomon Islanders only but also Chinese.  If they were not to develop it and they do not want to develop this country, they can apply for reallocation of these sites.  There are certain Asians who sit on this land or remain undeveloped for the last four or five years.  This will bring in squatters and in White River there are squatters up there living on beautiful locations.  Nobody knows who owns these lands and that is what I am trying to raise here in this parliament.  I want to ensure that proper distribution of lands is made to Solomon Islanders and Solomon Islanders or foreigners who are willing to develop these sites.  


Since independence, nothing has been done over the land allocations in Honiara.  A cleaner in the Land Department owns ten sites.  This must be stopped and I must thank the honourable Minister of Lands who have assured this House in the last sitting or last yesterday that he has now stopped allocations of land in Honiara and we would look at the possibility of reclaiming these sites that has been undeveloped for many years awaiting reselling to other foreigners for huge sums of money.  This also applies to Solomon Islanders who buys land from government and resale them for huge amount of money to the Asians.


Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Minister of Infrastructure for including feeder roads in Honiara in the maintenance schedule mainly Tuvaruhu, Bokona, Kaibia Heights and Kaibia Low, Vavaya Ridge and many others as mentioned by my honorable colleague for West Honiara, so if the government would allocate that portion of money towards improving of roads in Honiara.  

I wish to thank the Grand Coalition for ensuring that the allocation of funds to ensure improvement of roads in Honiara that most of us live along the roads and there has not been any improvement for the last four or five years, especially Tuvaruhu road.  Tuvaruhu road has been used as a political road.  Whenever someone is campaigning the road is being improved and after that there is nothing done to the road.   I want to assure my MP for East Are Are who came to my house asking me to tar-seal the road but I am not tar-sealing it because he lives there but I am tar-sealing it because the people who live along that road are voters of Central Honiara, and not him.


I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Minister of Lands & Survey for ensuring that the TOL land in Honiara will be registered and Solomon Islanders will then be given the titles.  The reason why Public Service are unable to reach my people in the valley because they are living on TOL land and they have not been provided with Public Service like other areas in Honiara they have infrastructures like roads, water and power.  It is our intension to see that our people because 80% of them work for the government who lives in squatters are provided with government services.  Just the same with our friends who live at Tasahe or elsewhere in Honiara.


It is also my intention to ensure that proper distribution of land in Honiara are made to Solomon Islanders who could not afford it in the first place and being stacked in valleys and along the hillside where there is no access road.  It is our intension the three MPs for Honiara that these areas are registered and given to these people so that we do not trespass to CDC and Alurigo so that the people of Guadalcanal will not chase us out.  Let it be that we have been given fixed term estate in the sites that we have been allocated under TOL arrangement.  If we have given them much earlier there should not be any problem with our friends in Guadalcanal Province and my colleagues and friends who have homes at Aruligo and CDC.  I will ensure that registration is done and as has been  assured by the Minister of Lands and Survey that there will be registration on TOL, and so we have started to work on that now.  I just want to mention here so that my people are aware that we are now going ahead with registration and the government have already allocated fund to ensure that registration will take place.


Mr Speaker, I also want to mention here that Central Honiara is the gateway to Solomon Islands.  Visitors stop here first before they go to South Malaita or East Are Are.  My two colleague MPs from South Malaita and East Are Are, this is the gateway to Solomon Islands.  I want to tell the people who own the ships that lay idle along the beach of Central Honiara, you remove them.  You better remove your ships from my shores.  We can remove them or burn them because you have polluted the shores of Central Honiara that is the gateway to Honiara.  I want to ensure my friends who own the ships along the shores to try to toe them out so that our seashores look better and clean.  So that when the Tourist are here they will see that the shores is like the ships graveyard.  Or the ships from Japan are being damped here on our shores.  We should take those ships back to Japan.


Mr Speaker, I urge the ship owners along the coast to take them back and pull out your ships.  I also wish to thank the Opposition for contributing constructively to all the Bills that were tabled before the House.  I would also like to thank the Leader of Opposition for his support given to a lot of Bills that have been tabled by the Grand Coalition in this House.  

I wish to mention here that we will bring in a lot of bills to the next parliament sitting and the next bill that we are thinking of bringing in is the Lands and Title Act for amendment.  And another Bill is we are thinking of revisiting the Employment Act that binds our national minimum wages.  The cost of living now a days is high and the Workers in Honiara, the Public Servants, private sectors are being underpaid for the last 29 years after independence.  The last time the minimum wages structure was being revisited was in 1968 a long time ago, and I will have a word with the Attorney General to look at the Employment Act, and if we could revisit the minimum wages structure for all Public Servants and private sectors.

Mr Speaker, with these few words I wish to thank you once again for having our allowance ready before the sine die motion ends and also to host a get together at Henderson after this meeting.  With these few words I resume my seat.

Mr Deputy Speaker:  Just an in-house information for Members of Parliament that because of other commitments also ahead of us this evening, I would call on the Prime Minister to wind up the motion at 3.30pm, so that those of you who would like to talk on this motion because this motion was on the floor since last week, and I hope that quite a lot of members have contributed others have contributed in other forms.  And that is the information for Members of parliament.

Mr KENGAVA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me the opportunity to contribute in debating this motion or sine die and also on the same note I would also like to thank the Prime Minister in moving this motion because this is the only motion that enable Members of Parliament to comment and appreciate issues that otherwise need to go through the Order Paper.


Sir, my contribution shall be mainly on my observations of this current Fourth Meeting of Parliament, and as representative of the people of North West Choiseul and also may be to a small extent, the Parliamentary Wing Leader of the People’s Alliance Party.  I shall comment then I would like to make some suggestions on certain issues which I regard are of national interest.


Mr Speaker, I think circumstances surrounding the beginning of this meeting once again divided this House and also it divides the public opinion.  I just want to ask a question, should we start every meeting of Parliament with a motion of no confidence?


Sir, I think motions that destruct our minds from important matters to be dealt with in this chamber, should be tabled with sensitivity and with careful consideration.  Therefore, the withdrawal of the motion of no confidence by my honourable colleague from East Are Are is a realization of the fact that the people of this country are tired of experiencing political crisis stemming from another place than the floor of this parliament.  And I congratulate the honourable Member in recognizing the importance of having peace then a series of political struggling between the government and the Opposition.  Any way Mr Speaker, I do not see any victory in the withdrawal of that motion but the motion is defeating itself.  


Sir, the continued tendency to move such motions under the pretext of the constitutional right gave rise to the need for this parliament in Section 69 of the constitution.  I must thank the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the MP for Temotu Nende in wisely putting to this House and we have passed that motion.  


This Fourth Meeting is now cooling off and I commend all of us in ensuring through national leadership where treated each other in this chamber do not overflow into the parliament corridors and outside of parliament.


I now briefly look at certain Bills passed in this House which I think are important for to stress because they affected my people.


Sir, and three of them I would like to expound a little more.  First, the Supplementary Appropriation Bill 2007.  This Bill I commend the government for bringing in this Bill and the passing of this Bill by the parliament is an example of our commitment and duty to allow government to have the needed funds to save our people.  Unless there are seriousness or legal discrepancies, Appropriation bills is the entitlement of people of Solomon Islands.  I wish to thank the government in providing two particular provisions which will no doubt greatly benefit the people of my constituency.  First, is the provision for more funds to assist the government and the people of Western and Choiseul provinces in order for the people affected by tsunami in April 2nd will be rehabilitated.  

I therefore, encourage the Provincial Governments to use the funds effectively for the people.  I have my own Committee in the constituency we shall be monitoring how these funds are used by the province.  

The second provision I would like to emphasize on Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the government in providing funds to the Ministry of Reconciliation to start addressing and researching into the standing desire of the people at the Western Border, especially the people of Batavu Ward in my constituency of North West Choiseul for their long outstanding demands to be compensated properly for the sufferings caused by the Bougainville crisis spillover effects from 1989 to 1999.

Sir, for that matter I think there is a credit by the government of Grand Coalition, now let us put aside some money to start looking into this issue or which may be not only for the border people but right down to the Western Province.  In due course, I shall present a report for that matter to the government that will help the government when it starts to address these issues to the people in my constituency.

Secondly, I wish to re-emphasize and stress the importance of the passing of Prescription Ministers Bill 2007.  

The second Bill which I would like to talk about is very important in my view Mr Speaker, because it has a way forward approach to ensure better sharing of responsibilities and to effectively implement the government of the day policies.  The bill is the government will move effectively to implement the bottom up approach.  Some times Mr Speaker, listening and monitoring what is going on in the country so to speak, I think that sometimes we talk too soon on certain matters that are affecting this nation when we complain that the bottom up approach is not yet started or has not seen anything coming out of this particular policy.  But for me Mr Speaker, I can see a picture forming as to the way the bottom up approach is now going to be implemented by the government.  

First, we have the policy now in place that is the policy of the government to address more the interest and the fears of the people in the rural sector.  And now we have just passed the Prescription Ministers Bill and one Ministry will be especially for this particular area to address the bottom up approach.

Secondly, 50 officers have been appointed for the constituency development matters.  Educational awareness program has been done to the personal viability.  All these are all part and parcel I am sure preparing to implement the bottom up approach.  That is why we said that I think we must sit down in assess the situation before we comment quickly on certain policies of any government of the day in this country.

I support the Bill Mr Speaker, the Ministers Prescription Bill on its rational and merits that will benefit the people of Solomon Islands.  To say that I support the Bill because I want to become a Minister of the Crown is not correct.

Sir, I think I am a leader myself I can make my own decision and I listen to the views of my people if I would accept any appointments.  

Sir, currently I give my full support just to show an example of how I support the government that I see is going to fulfill something for this country.  So we can give an example Mr Speaker, that I also gave my support to the former Kemakeza government to make sure that 2001 to 2005 government is stable and to make sure the nation is save.  And I am ready to support any government which I realize that its policies are focusing more on rural sector development which it is the principle of Peoples Alliance Party.

Currently Mr Speaker, I am in the middle section of this chamber.  This reflects the position that my party agrees for me as a party leader to be ….. so that I would take a more of an independent position in looking at issues of national interest.  Thus I am out of Opposition bench now I am fully with the government.  But I take up the parliamentary secretary position as a special responsibility in my field of profession thus rendering extra services to this country.

Sir, I think if the government offers a Ministerial portfolio which will enhance the livelihood of the people of this country especially for constituency.  It is something that I shall have to think about with my people first.  It is not good to assume that when one spoke and favours the government policy, it means that they want a position in the Ministry or in the Cabinet.  I think this is a very narrow minded way of looking at politics in this country.  

Thirdly, Mr Speaker, the passing of the State own Enterprises I want to raise this very important point Mr Speaker Sir.  That I am a bit surprise that some of us tend to say that this motion will prevent privatization.  I think it is not true Mr Speaker rather privatization is very much dependent on the policies of the ruling government.  

Let the Bill be put in place allow the Minister to draw up required regulations in order for the new Bill to be implemented is the services developed that we expect from such statutory bodies that are more important to our people Mr Speaker Sir.  

At present the rural sectors are still marginalized from receiving their electricity services, better water supplies that we expect from SIEA and SIWA Mr Speaker Sir.  We are spent too much time with this role of SIWA and SIEA in Honiara and maybe urban centers.  

Sir, I would like to touch quickly on a very important area which I think we need to look at very carefully always or to remind ourselves as leaders Mr Speaker Sir.  In that is moving on motions of no confidence.  Sir, I think moving motions of no confidence in my view we must also not to forget to exercise wisdom when intending to move such motions which are purposely to remove a government.  

Importance of exercising wisdom when moving or introducing sensitive issues on the floor of this Parliament cannot be over stressed.  Even King Solomon of Israel who had absolute power over his Kingdom still needs God’s wisdom in order to guide and lead the people of his blessed kingdom and this should be the course that we should take as national leaders.  

Sir, we must not be carried away by our mandate rights and powers vest in the constitution.  Therefore, to move motion of no confidence at any time, at anytime that we want Mr Speaker sir, I think the motions that we should move that will greatly affects the stability the unity of this country must be move with wisdom. 

Sir, Mr Speaker a motion of no confidence is always a sensitive motion it often bring tension and polarization of groups in parliament, it creates division in Parliament more seriously it creates or propagates public ....... which can be used negatively to cause instability in this country.  I therefore Mr Speaker would not want to be blame for moving such motion at the wrong time.  

As national leaders we must exercise humility sometimes Sir, and I think this is really to lead is to serve.  I do hope Mr Speaker that integrity bill will come into this Chamber during the life of this parliament together the prescriptions of Ministers Bill passed in Parliament recently both should bring some control and wisdom in moving unnecessary motions on the floor of this Parliament. 

I would even go further Mr Speaker Sir to suggest that maybe the government should bring into this House another Bill whereby that a newly elected government should be in power for 18 months before motion of no confidence can move against it so that we can be more inline with the provinces where after 12 months the motion of no confidence can be moved against the Premier.  

Sir, with your ruling that I have only two minutes probably we have given no choice to the people of my constituency to speak I would like to ask you to give me 10 more minutes Sir.  

Mr Speaker Sir, I think I would like touch on historic debates on the floor of this Parliament, I think historic debates made in Parliament are colorful and entertaining but when it lacks seriousness in impressing an issue and rather causing divisions on the Chamber I don’t think is very colorful entertaining but very damaging.

Sir, there is tendency that governments means of the day tend to claim that we are better then another government since Independence Mr Speaker Sir.  I would like to voice the concern on this Mr Speaker sir, because each of us we have our visions and goals before coming into this Chamber.  And most of what the government did for this nation since Independence Sir, was their contribution to building a better society for Solomon Islands.  Sir, therefore no government should claim that it is better than another is my view Mr Speaker sir.  

The area affected in ethnic tension Mr Speaker Sir, should be seen as the rebuilding of our sadden nation together.  And the Kemakeza government brought Solomon Islands to the ....... whole of peace from 2001 to 2005.  Now is the time for the Sogavare government to continue maintaining peace and start rebuilding the nation.  To another level from 2006 to 2009 this is our country let us build it together Mr Speaker whether warrant government is better than the other only our people during general elections will make that judgment.  

And maybe finally Mr Speaker Sir, before I sit down I would like to share something on constitutional reform Mr Speaker.  

Whilst we are in this period of constitutional reform Mr Speaker Sir, I would like to give my opinion which I believe could be helpful during this time in the time of process of looking at reviewing the constitution.  Sir, first of I would like to commend the government in recognizing the need to adopt a federal type of government for Solomon Islands so that the aspirations of the provinces to have more powers and autonomy become states are realized.  And the appointment of constitutional congress Mr Speaker, is a move in the right direction. 

The time frame is clear and I look forward to the completed draft constitution in October 2008 and very much must in eventual, eventual tabling in parliament also maybe in 2008.  I would like to encourage those in the congress not to fail the wishes of the people in this country.  

However, Mr Speaker, what concerns me while we are looking at this particular issue or constitution reform is waiting period from now till October maybe 2008 or the time when a new federal constitution is table in this Parliament. 

Instead of waiting for the work of the congress Mr Speaker Sir, I wish to suggest to the government to consider embarking on a decentralization program for the provinces .  And decentralization program to have to main goals:-

1. Strengthening the administration and financial capacity of the provinces with the right manpower and finance.  All provinces need legal advisors, qualified provincial secretaries, engineers, agriculture officers etc. Mr Speaker Sir.  We must start doing that now as preparation for decentralization powers with the provinces. 

2. Secondly, Sir, most importantly is the need now to establish in the provinces economic development oriented divisions.  Especially that of divisions in agriculture, forestry, lands, fisheries, commerce, infrastructure apart from the service oriented divisions of education and health.  

Start now go down to the provinces so the people in the provinces are now starting to get use to running such divisional affairs, familiarizing with what will maybe the outcome of state government system Mr Speaker sir.  

Sir, and importantly during this time when we look at constitution reform I think the political structure of the states must be look at also.  

At present we live it to maybe hopefully to provinces to come up maybe one day with the structure of each state with their own constitution extra.  But I am of the opinion Mr Speaker Sir that states political structure be drawn up to guide the formation of the states.  This will enhance the drawing up of states and most importantly in order to bring some kind of conformity in this state government structures throughout the country.  

And one suggestion I would like to make here Mr Speaker is that since we already have constituencies, wards and assemblies let us make use the current structures rather then drawing up totally new structures that could become very expensive or confusing or perhaps have complication with the constitution Mr Speaker.  

I am suggesting that the Provinces to become state and their assemblies are their state legislatures.  While each constituency in the provinces Mr Speaker to become the constituency assemblies.  And existing wards become the constituency councils.  

An important point I am raising this is to set up a relationship between the Member of Parliament to the constituency assemblies Mr Speaker Sir, and empowering the former wards as councils, maybe similar power that Honiara Town Council is having so that responsibility of making sure development and services, looking after water supplies clinics bridges etc. are directly looked after by the constituency councils.  Therefore the power goes right down to the people in the villages.  

By doing this the state has the crucial role of coordinating a state constituency assemblies and keeping the federal partnership alive.  And lastly, Mr Speaker on this particular issue the point I want to touch is that of the Public Service, 

Sir, the Public Service is constitutional machinery made up of persons to serve the public interests of our citizen.  And it empowers structure adopted from former colonial administration and .......... in the constitution.  We all know that the aim of the public service is to have a manpower or manpower machinery that is independent from political situation from the government of the day so they will work independently from that.  

Whilst I agree with the principle Mr Speaker, there are clause to when officers become political minded.  Now because of this Mr Speaker, I would like to see the role of the public service to fulfill what they are suppose to fulfill. 

But the importance of political confusion or maybe unable to stick to that particular principle we expected them therefore needs the fact that we must look at certain aspect of the public service.  

Sir, with this I want to say suggest on this line.  That the post of the Permanent Secretaries and constitutional post holder of that of the Attorney General be politically appointed by the Cabinet.  This means that there is the need to amend Section 42 and 128 of the constitution.  

The justification is this is to have a government support in order to implement government’s policies that are all.  

From Under Secretaries position right down to the level right down to the last level is still under the public service. Why I am saying this because the problem that we having in order to have dedicated public officers is that difficulty to serve two masters one time Mr Speaker.  Serving government on one hand and serving the public service commission on the other hand you cannot serve two masters at one time.

And therefore but the most important thing maybe that top post of the Public Service should be politically appointed so that they are answerable to the government and they support the government to make sure the policies are carried.  

Now this is not to say so that the government so that you remain in power and all that no, this is the way to make sure our programs and activities are carried out.  

The past 29 years many good programs is raised by previous governments but fail there because of problems within the public service to carry out such policy.  

Thank you it’s a pity that the people of North West Choiseul are regulated with time factor.  

Sir before I resume my seat I think political stability is a national entitlement is a entitlement, why I am saying it is a national entitlement because it is of national interests with must have a stable country.

And there are three issues which need to be addressed to developed political stability.

First the importance of constitution to recognized party system in this country.  So much so like only repeat the desire, the need for the integrity bill to be table in this Parliament.  

Secondly, probably to create ten more constituencies to fill up the remaining 10 seats in this Chamber and including in the constitution that the Ministerial port folio’s that we just passed must not exist 24 marks we are now reaching.  

And thirdly and lastly Mr Speaker, the Parliamentary Opposition be properly recognized through a Bill of its own where shadow Ministers be provided with proper entitlements etc. etc. etc.  

At the same time the Office of the Independence Mr Speaker Independence group should be abolished.  We should have only independent or individual MPs in this Chamber not the legally or not a constitution recognized independent group is the independent that caused a lot of problem in this Chamber.  

The three points raised are all interrelated and we need constitutional changes but Sir, is the way I look at it, is the way we the people of North West Choiseul look at the importance of stability in this country. 

Lastly, Mr Speaker, on national reconciliation I want to say this because I know that my Honorable Speaker is very anxious to me to sit down.  I want to say this that the ongoing peace and prosperous encourage by the government must be continue.

I like to congratulate the people of South Guadalcanal in their endeavor and continuing this with particular reconciliation and also other areas of the country with such is been carried out.  

But my interests and importance in raising this point is the expected national reconciliation expected of next year.  

I would like to make a suggestions here that the national reconciliation of next year should be mark with a Peace accord, a peace accord to be signed by all the provinces including Honiara City, the accord should state that no province or ethnic group in the province should take up arms against another provinces or another ethnic group.  Solomon are in Solomon Islands this is in the spirit of Townsville Peace Agreement Mr Speaker, the accords should remind us that not only we should fear the police been armed but we must also fear our own ordinary people of them becoming arming also.  

Because the ethnic tension Mr Speaker, I am sure is the people started the problem not the police is very important that we must have this particularly cord that each province, each ethnic group we must not take arms against each other.  

Thank you Mr Speaker with that ruling I want to say my thank you to the people of my constituency Mr Speaker. I want to tell them that the Choiseul Township is in the agenda and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the government and most sincerely the government and the people of the Republic of China in providing $750,000 to continue with the Choiseul township development.  

Mr Speaker, what is left now for the government to do are the outstanding issues that the of Choiseul association who owned that land is to alue the land and then negotiate for purchasing it.  Those are the two outstanding matters.  

Finally, Mr Speaker, with out development of Choiseul Bay township I would like also to see that the government must put in a national transport plan road net work to be part of Choiseul Bay township, because that is where economy of Choseul province will begin and is already continuing right now. 

In conclusion Mr Speaker, I will thank my constituency of North West Choiseul for their constance support, understanding and patience during this trying time.  

I shall be touring and visiting you on next month to further address matters of your concern and interests.  To the young people of the constituency please get ready for our sports peace championship to be held in Taro in October this year.  

To the government I thank you especially of your concern for rural people and especially for those affected by the tsunami in my constituency, and all other areas of Western and Choiseul Provinces.  

To all of us parliamentarians of the understanding to perform our rules to the best of ability but not to loose sight of the customs of our ancestors to remain respectful and friendly at all time.  

Mr Speaker, lastly to your good self and the clerk and staff of Parliament in making sure this meeting is held and ended successfully.  All of somewhat maybe not many of our MPs at this side of the House, the Opposition side especially, are not adhering to your sitting arrangement in this Chamber because most of those in this side should be sitting at that end.  But from there to here only three of us should be down here in the middle and that is the only pity we have in this house.  Maybe in the next sitting you announce it in this Chamber so that we will sit at the right places Mr Speaker.


With the above Mr Speaker, thank you in keeping with my contribution.  Thank you Mr Speaker, I know you are a very strict man but at least you allowed me to break your ruling a couple of times.


With that on behalf of the people of North West Choiseul, I fully support the motion.

(applause)

Mr HAOMAE:  Mr Speaker, I too would like to join other colleagues to contribute to the motion of sine die moved by the honorable Prime Minister which will conclude this meeting of Parliament. 


In doing so and at the outset, I wish to thank the honourable Prime Minister for moving the customary motion.


Mr Speaker, allow me to offer some observations on this meeting of Parliament.  Mr Speaker, my personal computer shows that during this meeting of Parliament, Parliament passed six bills.  These bills are:

· The 2007 Supplementary Appropriation Bill 2007.

· The State Enterprises Bill.

· The Magistrates (Amendment) Bill.

· The Correctional Services Bill 2007.

· The Prescription of Ministers Bill.

· The Prescription of Immunities, Privileges and Powers Bill.

Mr Speaker, the Supplementary Appropriation Bill indicates that only 27% of the 2007 Development Budget has been spent by Ministries.  Most of the funds spent on development projects are from the Republic of China (ROC), and I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Republic of China for continuing to assist Solomon Islands.

The fact that only 27% of the 2007 Development Budget is spent can only mean two things Mr Speaker.

1. Most Ministers are not performing.  I think the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Police are hard working.

2. There is no money to implement these projects.

Mr Speaker, due to circumstances beyond my control, I did not take part in the debate of the Correctional Services Bill at this late hour.  My only comment on the bill is that Correctional Services should come under the portfolio of Justice.  It should not be under the portfolio of Police and National Security.  I say this because Correctional Services is a matter of justice and not a police matter.

Mr Speaker, on the State Owned Enterprises Bill, suggestions made by the Opposition bench fell on deaf ears.  When I made the point that the bill fell short and hence would not be successfully implemented, the Minister of Finance did not mark my words.  Of course the Minister is entitled to his own opinion whether the bill will be successfully carried out, is his problem.  Time alone will tell. 


But Mr Speaker, let me remind the Minister that I only used the words “mark my words” with due care, diligence and consideration.


Mr Speaker, in 1999, I said mark my words to the then Prime Minister in connection with the reform programme relative to the handling of the ethnic tension.  I said then that if the government was not careful and mishandled the ethnic tension the country will sink taking the reform programme with it.  Mr Speaker, I may not be a prophet but the events of the nation’s recent history in early 2000s have solid and unquestionable testimony to what I said at that time.


Mr Speaker, in 1997, I said mark my words to the then Foreign Minister, incidentally he is the current Foreign Minister, in presenting the Solomon Islands Speech at the United Nations General Assembly Debates in New York.  He made an insensitive and undiplomatic reference to Japan.  I said due to insensitivity or inexperience or a combination of the two, the Minister had made a diplomatic blunder as a result the Henderson International Airport Runaway Strengthening Project and Navigational Aids Control Tower Project could not be built in the next eight years.


The height of the present control tower is below International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) safety standards.  The project should be a matter of some priority.  This is 2007 going on to 2008.  As I said Mr Speaker, I may not be a prophet but what I said is still true today.  The two projects remain outstanding.


Mr Speaker, I said the Fisheries Bill would destroy the fisheries industry in the country in 1998.  However, the bill was passed by Parliament.  Look at the fisheries industries today.  All the fisheries companies including small ones owned by Solomon Islands families were completely wiped out.


In November 2006 I said mark my words on two occasions.  The first was in connection with the prerequisites for his successful reform programme.  These are political will, political knowledge and technical know-how and wider public support. 


Mr Speaker, the second was in connection with the government’s position on RAMSI.  I said that and I do now again, that if RAMSI returns tomorrow the country would go back to the chaotic situation we were in from June 2000 to July 2003.  If we do not mark my words, it is alright Mr Speaker, and we shall see what shall happen.


Mr Speaker, I did not say mark my words pertaining to foreign aid following into this country as alluded to by the Minister of Finance.


In the final analysis Mr Speaker, our development partners are helping not because of the government but they are assisting because of the people of this country.  We are a member of the World Bank anyway.  In view of the problems with good governance in this country they are giving assistance directly to the people rather than in some instances Mr Speaker, going through the government channels.


Mr Speaker, I have taken time to dwell on this preliminary matters for no other reason other than to make the point that some of us do not make statements, suggestions or observations in this honourable house just for the mere sake of making them.  We do so in order to be helpful to the government.  Whether you take them on board on not that is your problem.


Mr Speaker, this brings me to the issue of national security of which I am shadow opposition spokesman.  It is my observation that the government does not have a holistic view of national security.  Security should not only be defined as the absence of violence whether physical, emotional or psychological.  We should also embrace things like education security, health security, food security, transport security, communication security, family security, community security, tribal security, security from fear, economic security, etc, etc, etc Mr Speaker.


Mr Speaker, we do not need to rearm the police or even some units of it at this point in time.  The Commissioner of Police is a foreigner and who is he to make decision of rearming the police?  If we have trouble again in this country similar to the late 1990s I beg you Mr Speaker, he will runaway to his home country.  I do hope that this issue does not resurface again even in any subtle form Mr Speaker.  And I would like to advice my friend, the honourable Prime Minister that when choosing government officers it must go through the process and no handpicks Mr Speaker.   


Mr Speaker, against this background I find it amusing as well as sad the hypocritical use of the term ‘sovereignty in this Parliament.’  Some people are using sovereignty of this country as if the sovereignty belongs to their grandfathers and them alone.  No Mr Speaker.  The sovereignty of this country belongs to the more than 500,000 souls in this once so called ‘happy isles’.   On the sacred alter of democracy they have the ineligible right to question government decisions if in their views those decisions do not serve the best interest of the country.


Mr Speaker, I find it strange to observe the government’s attitude and behaviour who seem to say if you do not share my views you are either unpatriotic or a lesser of Solomon Islander.  You should therefore be removed from your job even if you are doing your job well and within the bound of law or whether you are the Attorney General, the Speaker of Parliament, the Governor General, the Director of Public Prosecution, Chairman of the Public Service, the Auditor General etc, etc.


Mr Speaker we must be careful not to kill the messenger because all of us are living on borrowed time.  I find it ridiculous and somewhat unnatural the government’s pretensions and self-claim that they have a monopoly on wisdom and virtue.  Mr Speaker, no one, no government has a monopoly on wisdom, let alone virtue.


Mr Speaker, I have a firm belief that we must possess the vision, determination and confidence and necessary skills to use our sovereignty for the long term development and betterment of the nation.  It is my view that the government’s current misguided obsession with sovereignty is directed towards short term gains, political expediency and propaganda.  Let me say why Mr Speaker? 


The Prime Minister cleverly ties with power line ropes the issue of the Attorney General who is a foreigner to the sovereignty of this country, and for some reasons convinced the Cabinet to stand by him.  It follows that what is supposed to be a legal issue becomes a contest between Australia and Solomon Islands.  The Prime Minister therefore presents himself to an uncritical beholder as the defender of Solomon Islands sovereignty.  Anyone who makes any negative comments about the Attorney General whether he or she is a Solomon Islander is looked upon as pro Australia, and hence a lesser Solomon Islander, thereby is invited by the Prime Minister to migrate.


This unreasonable notion that a friend of my enemy is my enemy is foreign to Solomon Islands society Mr Speaker.  Hence his cleverly woven trap must be the brain child of a foreigner.


Mr Speaker, unfortunately some of us including some of the Australian officials unwittingly fell into this trap.  For purposes of propaganda the Government brings RAMSI which was set up by virtue of the International Facilitation Act passed by the sovereign Parliament into the row between the Solomon Islands Government and the Australian Government.  This is highly irresponsible and dig service to this country.  All it brings is the blame game, hence the Prime Minister in looking for a scapegoat is blaming Australia for his unpopular decisions.  This is been done Mr Speaker, to divert attention.


Mr Speaker, because of our own doing the sovereign risk of this country was at all time high from June 2000 to July 2003.  It was graded 3 on the scale by Japan, United States, Australia and New Zealand.  At the Townsville Peace Agreement Negotiations kindly and generously facilitated by the Australian and New Zealand Government when advised that both governments declined to send peace keepers, I knew that Solomon Islands would be facing a hard time.  Then RAMSI came in July 2003 and I said it is better late than never.  

In geopolitical terms Mr Speaker, the national interest of Solomon Islands and the national interest of Australia converged.   No man is an island and if no man is, how can a nation be?

The national interests of both countries maybe different for different reasons but the formation and dispatch of RAMSI rescue Solomon Islands to have a second chance at nation building. 

Mr Speaker, the sovereignty of our country should be used for the long term advancement of our nation, not for the selfish interest of a few.  This worthy causse would call on the skills and wisdom of our leaders and people of this nation.  Such utilization should be based on the realities of time and space within which we live.

Mr Speaker, the doctrine and the underlying principles that underlie RAMSI are not new.  As a matter of history and the contemporary scene they have been applied all over the world.  This was applied in Western Europe and Japan after World War II although the occupation forces provided security in a different time and under different circumstances.  The remnant of this arrangement in respect of Western Europe is North Atlantic treaty organization.  The United Nations is doing it in trouble spots on the globe today.  These two cases present important degrees of sovereignty to these respective countries.  For instance the constitution of Japan bar the country from having a non defensive army.

    Mr Speaker, what we must take due diligence of is that in the cases of Western Europe and Japan they had used the security umbrella provided by the United States  its funds and its technology to rebuild their devastated countries.  Consequently Mr Speaker, Japan has become the second largest economy in the world today.  The combined economies of the nations of Western Europe is a significant force in the world’s economy today.  In the final analysis Mr Speaker, the root causes of World War II, mainly economic in nature.

Mr Speaker, I submit to you that the ethnic tension that brought this country to its knees has its roots mainly on economic dissatisfaction and less in political dimension as many people seemed to have mistakenly deduced.

Speaker:  Order, Member of Parliament for Small Malaita.  Since you have taken up the time up to the Prime Minister to wind up you have four minutes and then will ask the Prime Minister to wind up.

Mr Haomae:  I also submit to you that out of the ashes of conflict can emerge opportunity, opportunity to rebuild our country.

Mr Boyers:  Point of order Mr Speaker.  There are many of us in this Chamber who would like to contribute and have prepared for this motion.  And at the adjournment of Parliament last week it was based upon the decision of three days to cater for those who wanted to contribute to the sine die motion.  Since the last two days have been taken up with the debate, maybe extra consideration for the adjournment on the extension of Parliament should be given to those who wanted to contribute and vote for the extension of Parliament on the sine die motion.

Mr Speaker:   The ruling is that the motion has been on the floor since last week and if you Members of Parliament have talked last week we should finish the meeting in the afternoon and because of the commitment that I have alluded to earlier on, the ruling of the Chair still stands that at 3.30 pm the motion should be winded up.   

Mr Haomae:  Thank you Mr Speaker, point of order.  I did ask on Friday on the reason for the extension of Parliament until today, and the reason given was that for purposes of more members to contribute to the motion of sine die.  I did not know that the other motions were coming Mr Speaker, that is the reason why I agreed to the extension.  If not Mr Speaker, Parliament should have already risen on Friday last week.  But anyway Mr Speaker, of course I respect your ruling.

Mr Speaker:  The Chair has made ruling earlier on.  It is not compulsory for all Members of Parliament to speak to the motion.  It is not compulsory for the Chair to do that especially when we start to repeat ourselves all over again, so the ruling of the Chair remains.  You finish up and the Prime Minister will wind up.

Mr Haomae:  Mr Speaker, I was merely referring to last Friday’s intervention.


Mr Speaker, it saddens me and the chiefs and people of Small Malaita Constituency that instead of making use of the security umbrella provided by RAMSI, and its complimentary capacity building resources to rebuild and reconstruct and rehabilitate our country for purposes of socio economic and cultural and political uplift here we are Mr Speaker, raoa olowoe.  We are engaged in an endless blame game Mr Speaker.  We blame others for our discomforts, our miseries, our troubles and our unpopular decisions.

Mr Speaker, may I ask?  Are we suffering from an inferiority complex or as the Deputy Prime Minister referred to a syndrome?  Mr Speaker, when will we ever learn?

Mr Speaker, I agree with the Prime Minister that the elected government should take control of the state affairs of this country.  From the back water of Afio in Small Malaita and looking across the seas Mr Speaker, to Honiara, it is our assessment that RAMSI also agrees with the object and all of us.  It maybe yet down the road but we must all work for that objective.  Mr Speaker, the Ministers are the bosses.  You tell your officials to make good use of RAMSI to do what you want in order to achieve your government’s policy objectives and targets.  If you cannot do that then please do not blame the officials, RAMSI, Australia or the Opposition Mr Speaker.  You blame yourselves!  The worst battle that is very hard is with the administration of your Ministries.  I speak as a former Minister.   Coming to Parliament is very easy when you have the number or in Cabinet is relatively easy but within the structure of Public Service you know it now Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker, my personal computer shows that one of the favourite phrases used during this meeting is ‘legal.’ The appointments of the Attorney General and the Police Commissioner are legal and constitutional for example.  It is of course good to do things within the bounds of law.  However, we should also stop and think about whether the matter is right. What is right cannot be wrong and what is wrong cannot be right.  The question therefore arises, is what is legal also right?  The answer Mr Speaker, is yes and no.  What is legal can be right but sometimes can also be wrong.

Mr Speaker, this Parliament is vested with supreme powers.  It is the only institution in the country which can pass any law.  For example it can pass a law that says a man is a woman or vice versa and that will be entirely legal.  But is that right?  The answer obviously is no.  Many people in this country are telling us that certain appointments are not right and hence are not in the best interest of the country.  Mr Speaker, what is so hard about listening to them?  So much for to lead, is to serve.

Mr Speaker, if my time is up you just tell me.  Mr Speaker, it is my observation that certain MPs are inconsistent in their decision makings.  Let me give an example.  They support the appointments of certain appointments for example the Attorney General and the Commissioner of Police because these are constitutional and legal, however they opposed the policy on rearmament.  The government has the prerogative to rearm the police.  It is legal and also constitutional.  If legality and constitutionality are the benchmarks then for purposes of consistency it should be applied informally.  This indicates confusion and so much for the national interest.

Mr Speaker, I have a lot yet to say but since I respect your ruling it leaves me to thank you Mr Speaker, for this important meeting of Parliament.  It is an eventful meeting.  Also I would like to thank the Parliament for purposes of recruiting the lawyers to help.  Young they are Mr Speaker, but they have been recruited to help Parliament.  In fact in the last Parliament I was at odds with the then acting Attorney General on specific matters regarding a particular motion and I don’t know but perhaps its fast track the situation which we recruit, Mr Speaker, the legal counsel to come in Parliament.  

If it is possible Mr Speaker, we can recruit under the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association a highly qualified lawyer also to help Parliament.  And our lawyers will understand study that particular person because in my view the Attorney General is only helping the government side, the opposition are not being assisted, Mr Speaker.  

I understand that the Attorney General have power as he suppose to be advisor to the government and also Public Service.  

Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the Chiefs and people of Small Malaita constituency Mr Speaker.  We will be touring the constituency with the constituency development officer been appointed by the government to visiting our constituency after this Parliament meeting Mr Speaker Sir.  

So the Chiefs and the people of Small Malaita just listen out that we will come round or visiting our constituency so we can talk concerning the projects and development in our constituency.  

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I support the motion.

Hon SOGAVARE:  Thank you, Mr Speaker. I rise to wind up the debate on the motion of sine die.  But before I respond to the issues that are bothering some speakers, I would like to first thank all Members who have spoken to the motion from both sides of the House.  
I also have to respect your ruling, Mr Speaker, because a number of issues that continue to be raised by the Opposition have already been exhausted in media debates, and so we know exactly what the Opposition is going to say in Parliament.  In fact, they are basically repeating what they say in the media.  I guess the procedure should be that since they have debated in the media they should now be listening to their responses.
I thank, of course, the Ministers for elaborating on what their Ministries are doing and the backbenchers for speaking their mind about issues that are important to their constituencies and constituents.  Of course, I must also acknowledge the contributions from the Opposition Bench.  
As rightly observed, Mr Speaker, we set record, I guess, of six Bills, two bills per week, and as I assured the House earlier on that in the next sitting we will inundate this Parliament with bills.  That is when most of our important bills would be coming, and I can assure the Chairman of the Bills Committee that his committee will be working overtime to look at the bills the Government will be putting forward.

Sir, the issues raised in Parliament is recorded in Hansard and so the Government will have the opportunity to look at a lot of good suggestions made by a lot Members from both sides of the House.  The work of the Political Unit in the Prime Minister’s Office is to analyze what Members of Parliament say in Parliament so that if there is need to improve on our policies we will need to do it.  You can be assured that a lot of suggestions that are raised in this Meeting are taken full note of and in fact some amendments are already being made, drafted already while we are sitting here.

Sir, Solomon Islands is part of the world community.  It is not an isolated island lost in the tropics.  First of all, we have this immediate region, and of course we are part of the world and so we need to look at ourselves as such.  I would like basically to look at us in that context in the beginning of this round up before I address some of the issues raised by some Members.  

Sir, the current political climate indicates that the public is now coming to terms with the controversial issues, which I guess have plagued the current administration since we came to power last year.  
Sir, the ongoing standoff with Australia on matters of sovereignty, and I like the philosophical way which the Member for Small Malaita presented his views on the matter, we take it on.  But people have now come onboard.  This ongoing standoff with Australia on matters of sovereignty has now reached a point where Solomon Islanders with the support of our regional neighbors are anticipating an amicable conclusion to these differences.  It is unhealthy for us to continue to have standoffs.  We fully realize it, and that approach which will be of benefit to all concerned parties can also provide a precedence of future engagements in the region.

The most significant aspect of the prevailing political climate is the anticipated ‘bottom up approach’, addressing of course the rural population and the prospects of enhancing the delivery of vital services and the establishment of supporting infrastructure to compliment commercial development.

Sir, the general population having pinned their hopes on the delivery of this policy objective, is now looking forward.  They are now looking forward to the realization and application of this initiative together with the issue of reconciliation and rehabilitation, which are raised in this House, Mr Speaker, of these elements directly affected by the ethnic conflict.  We fully acknowledge that.

Sir, based on these circumstances and the fact that the implementation of government program has been frustrated by a seemingly inept public service administration, it is imperative that a firm stand is made by the executive to dispel the existing confusion amongst government officers, over who is setting the direction which the country needs to take in order to achieve results that have a positive impact on the well being of Solomon Islanders.

Due to Australia’s foreign and defence policies, Mr Speaker, the definition of ‘partnership’ cannot be considered under the pretext of an equal state in the context of their involvement in Solomon Islands.  Although, Sir, publicly a variety of flowery terms are used by the Canberra Administration to describe their active and welcome participation in our state of affairs, the obvious reality below the surface indicates that a defiant hostility towards the current leadership still remains.

Sir, public solidarity for the government has now been reinforced with the gathering perception that positive changes are emerging based on a common understanding that as an independent state Solomon Islands has a sovereign right to self determination through its elected representatives.  Sir, having withstood criticisms and accusations, a growing respect is developing amongst the general public for the wisdom, foresight and commitment demonstrated by the Grand Coalition for Change Government.

Sir, the Government’s ability to seize the opportunity and take advantage of the momentum which has been generated will represent the political will and determination of the executive to achieve its mandated objectives.  Achieving recognition of the government’s determined effort to induce positive change within the Solomon Islands’ society provides a firm foundation on which strategic policy initiatives can be implemented.

Mr Speaker, highlighting progress to date and presenting recently launched initiatives in fisheries, agriculture, health, infrastructure, education, finance, foreign affairs and trade sectors will also have positive impact while identifying problem areas which the Government is working to rectify.  Now that denotes honest acceptance of responsibility.

Sir, the fundamental question that needs to be asked is, when are we going to stop being afraid of each other and start realizing that we are collectively a viable people who can achieve our goals by simply working together?  That is a fundamental question, and a serious one.  
(Welcome Member for East Are Are).

In this context, Mr Speaker, the issue of sustainable peace is answered from within the heart of an individual.  I take note of the call for a holistic approach to addressing this issue of development by the Member for Small Malaita.  It is the heart of an individual.  Before a person can change there must be a desire to change coming from within.

Sir, there is significant importance in being able to achieve a unity of purpose by recognizing ourselves as one nation and not as a fragmented amalgamation of provinces comprised of various ethnicities.  We hear these calls before, they are not new calls.

Sir, the people of Solomon Islands are looking forward, they are looking forward with hope for a brighter future which exploits our dynamic potential as an independent nation dedicated to achieving progressive development through the realization of our capacity to effect positive change.

Sir, evolution by successive change to grow or promote growth and to bring out possibilities defines that act of development.  Development is not just about physical concepts.  It is a process by which change or transformation is achieved in a positive and productive manner.  We agree to this holistic approach.

In this context to move forward, the nation has to look back as a measure of understanding our failures and recognizing how to avoid letting history repeat.  With these experiences, Mr Speaker, the element of fear should be removed from the Solomon Islands’ society to prevent division within our families and communities.

True development, Mr Speaker, starts from within.  As a nation we must have the desire to change and evolve into a society that promotes unity, understanding and support for each other in working together to assist Solomon Islands progress in a manner that is beneficial to all.

It also needs to be said, Mr Speaker, that instead of promoting ‘yourselves’ as better alternatives, (I picked this up from the advice given by the Member for North West Choiseul) I challenge you, I challenge the Opposition Members to demonstrate their ability as leaders of this country by working with us to identify and implement national priorities instead of continuously bringing motions to this House that seeks to remove the government of the day and perpetuate perceptions of instability.  They are supposed to be responsible peers.

Sir, political instability has already cost the Solomon Islands a great deal of pain, suffering and hardship, urging us now to move on as responsible leaders who are serious about development and advancing the national interest by working together to achieve priority objectives.

The Grand Coalition for Change Government is not interested in the unnecessary exploitation of either human or natural resources for short term gain.  The commitment of all Members on this side of the House is towards making the presently elusive concept of sustainable development a physical reality by utilizing our existing potential in a productive manner which ultimately provides for the greater benefit of this nation.

At this juncture, Sir, let me acknowledge and thank all the Members of Parliament on this side of the House, both Ministers and Backbenchers alike, despite having suffered criticism, rebuke and condemnation for standing firm to what we believe and the unquestionable support for the policies of the Grand Coalition for Change Government without fear or favor, Mr Speaker.  Thank you, mates.

It gives me great pleasure to announce to the nation that this government is not held together on empty promises, Mr Speaker, or financial rewards.  No, we are not carrying bags of money around but rather on the principle of our solemn duty to preserve the sovereignty and dignity of Solomon Islands as an independent and potentially prosperous nation under God, Mr Speaker.  
Sir, when we are talking about sovereignty in here I do not know what you are talking about, when in reality we are pursuing the agendas of somebody else in this country and use this floor of Parliament to pursue those agenda.

Sir, statements have been made about the intention of the Government to seek favor with Parliament Members by increasing the number of ministries and individual salary benefits as a lure to increase support.  Well, let me categorically state that to achieve the level of reform necessary to effect positive changes in our social and productive sectors, a combined effort of will is required on the part of all leaders to overcome the corrupt incentives which have motivated past administrations.

All decisions made by the Grand Coalition for Change Government have been formalized in a legitimate and transparent manner to demonstrate our commitment towards good governance and accountability, Mr Speaker, otherwise we would not have gone through all these pain.  Just because we are transparent and accountable we are criticized.  Sir, although there will always be those who object in any democratic society, as leaders we are obliged to ensure that our decisions are made in the national interest without compromise for the benefit and sake of those we represent.

Sir, the events which led to the breakdown in the fabrics of our society just prior and leading up to the year 2000 was clear negligence on the part of elected representatives, Mr Speaker, who did not taken into account the atmosphere of dissent among the youth who form the majority of our population.

Sir, if we are to address constructively the problems of our nation, we must take stock and focus on our youth who represent the next generation of Solomon Islanders who will advance according to what we achieve in our time now.  And I fully support the sentiment raised by the Minister for Youth & Women on the floor of this Parliament.  
The question which begs to be answered by the existing leadership is what are we intending to do about it?  The answer is that this Government believes in encouraging individual reform and positively initiate collective change.

Sir, I would like to touch briefly on RAMSI/FIAA Australia relationship.  Solomon Islanders must understand that we are the masters of our own destiny.  To achieve progress as a nation, we must persevere with what we believe to be our foremost priorities.

Sir, the Grand Coalition for Change Government has vehemently expressed in yesterday’s debate, is grateful, we are grateful with the assistance of our neighbors, in particular Australia, for the support rendered in stabilizing our post conflict situation and returning the country to normalcy.

Sir, what this Government is now endeavoring to realize is our capacity to overcome the divisions which have created uncertainty and demonstrate the nation’s ability to unite and rise above our differences for the common good of all.

As appropriately conveyed in the 2003 Australian White paper on Foreign Affairs and Trade, we need to tackle our problems in our own way.  “Developing systems of government which the government accepts as fair, equitable, effective and true to themselves, and which delivers basic services.  When problems are so tightly bound to complex cultural, traditional and ethnic loyalties, only local communities can find workable solutions”.  End of quote.

Sir, this emphasizes the focus of what we as Solomon Islanders need to address in our efforts to achieve peace and social stability.  This is an internal process that requires a proactive engagement with all relevant stakeholders.  Openly undermining the democratically elected Government of the day through open letters and unapologetic public condemnation, Mr Speaker, will in no way support this process.  Not at all.  In fact such behavior as demonstrated by the Australian Minister of Foreign Affairs perpetuates further disharmony and sours cordial relations.

Sir, the issue of Australia and RAMSI is one which has dominated the everyday life of Solomon Islanders for the past four years.  While the presence and efforts of the visiting contingent have been well received, there is always room for improvement in any partnership to accommodate the growth and the development of independent capacity.  That is what we are talking about in this review.

What the Government is trying to say here is that we Solomon Islanders are not completely incapable of determining our own future.  It saddens me to hear us every time standing up here saying ‘we are not yet fit’.  Although there are obvious shortcomings, Mr Speaker, foreign influences cannot be regarded as infallible and without contradiction when applied in a experimental manner with unfamiliar surroundings, as in the case of the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands.

Sir, even with the best of intentions, the Australia Government cannot for one moment expect to have all the answers for Solomon Islands.  The only ones with the answers to the problems now existing within the country are Solomon Islanders themselves.

Contrary to media opinions, Mr Speaker, the Grand Coalition for Change Government has no animosity towards the Australian Government.  Only the expectation that Canberra is prepared to work amicably with the Solomon Islands Government to forge a partnership that serves our mutual interests and maintains respect for one another’s sovereignty and democratic rights.  That is what we are concerned about.

Sir, the blatant opposition of Canberra to decisions made by the Solomon Islands Government in the interest of its people leading to an open interference, defamation and an internal media campaign promoting anti-government sentiments to the greater public, and misrepresenting the social and governance situation within the country to the international community has done nothing but demonstrate the open contempt and lack of regard the Foreign Affairs Minister of Australia has for this Government and other underlying administrations in the region.  Although we will continue to forgive such transgressions on the basis that ‘they know not what they do’, as a nation we cannot allow ourselves to be imposed upon by foreign elements who regard themselves as superior and therefore beyond reproach.
Australia, despite its overwhelming positive attributes, still maintains its ranking per head of capita, as having one of the world’s highest percentages of domestic human rights abuse towards indigenous people.  Let us clean our backyards first before we talk about others.

Sir, in view of the current regional situation, people of Solomon Islands need to begin working together to find solutions for our domestic problems and not look elsewhere for answers.  The Solomon Islands primary enforcement of law and order together with our National Security now firmly rests in the hands of the Regional Assistance Mission, which have all agreed has the capability to ensure our safety and security.  They took over that responsibility in 2003.  I want to establish this point first before I move on to another point.  

Sir, I am raising this point because the Government is fully aware of certain elements that are seeking to destabilize the peace which has been maintained to date, and with the existence of firearms still at large throughout our communities, as mentioned by the Member for North East Guadalcanal, civil disturbances of any kind involving the use of guns will be the direct responsibility of RAMSI who has been mandated by our laws as the only personnel permitted to carry weapons in this country because we are sitting ducks.  

Sir, the RAMSI Special Coordinator, as on previous occasions assured me that RAMSI was not aware of any firearms still in circulation with ex-militants or members of the public.  I am really, really surprised.  I think the Minister of Education has asked a very appropriate question on the floor of this Parliament.  When they first came here they said that even if the guns are hidden under the bricks they will just fly over and see those guns.  Where is that now?

Sir, if in fact there are still individuals in possession of any number of firearms, the Solomon Islands Government will require a full explanation from RAMSI regarding the status of the disarmament program, and reasons why such details have been withheld from relevant authorities.

Sir, the people of Solomon Islands cannot be lured into a false sense of security.  As those responsible for maintaining the peace, facts must be made clear by RAMSI to the general public regarding any risks which may exist that threaten social harmony and the welfare of their community.  In this manner relevant counter measures can be taken to avoid unnecessary strife.

Allow me, Mr Speaker, to go through things that were said in here.  Sir, of all the Members who have spoken to the motion, I find the contributions by the Member for East Are Are and Savo/Russells very disturbing, because at times they are full of misleading statements, deliberately made to, I guess, direct the public’s attention away from the blunder that was made in the failed campaign to overthrow the government.

The Member for Savo/Russells started off by demonstrating, and there needs to be some clear understanding here, Mr Speaker, on issues that drove this country down the path of ethnic crisis.  I am really not surprised because if you look at the way the former government addressed this issue of peace, I feel very, very uncomfortable because they shelved the concerns of the parties to the Townsville Peace Agreement.  That is quite serious.  
In fact, he is not alone in this.  There are lots of elite Solomon Islanders who view the crisis as a mere war between two ethnic groups.  I am making this point because unless and until we fully appreciate the underlying issues, we will not come up with the right strategies to address the concerns.  This makes all of us in this House very, very nervous. 

However, one may want to argue it, Mr Speaker, the issues that drove the country down the path of ethnic crisis in year 2000 are development in nature driven by lack of opportunity and, of course the perception that the country’s development strategy is grossly, grossly biased.

The problem with us, Mr Speaker, is that we are bogged down and carried away by the conflict that we forget the reasons why the parties are in conflict.  We just look at the conflict.  Whilst I agree that military intervention has a place in the overall framework, it can never, never be the long term solution to the problem of this country.  Not at all, Mr Speaker.  That is what we must start to understand.  Therefore, regardless of how many soldiers we put on the ground here to address the effects of the crisis, we will have yet to address the issues that matter.  

Do not get me wrong, Mr Speaker.  I am a believer in any intervention but not the extent we are experiencing now.  What the late Member for Aoke/Langa Langa and the Member for East Choiseul envisaged in 1999 and 2000 respectively is a controlled intervention which does not give Australia the excuse to capitalize on the situation to pursue serious military and re-colonization agenda in Solomon Islands and elsewhere.  I am not ashamed to say this.  

Sir, this is what is referred to as their strategic interest.  All the documents that justify the intervention refer to their strategic interest.  That is why I stand here and say that if Solomon Islands is seen merely as a country to apply this intervention for the strategic interest of somebody else, then I do not see any genuineness in that intervention in Solomon Islands.  And that is what we are seeing.  The neat thing is that they drag the other Pacific Island countries to camouflage that agenda.  
Sir, I hate to go down this path in this debate but I feel it is my obligation as the political head of the Solomon Islands Government, I will be growing up until 630, not to allow, it is my responsibility not to allow Members of this Parliament, this honorable House to fall into stupid pits by themselves.  At least they are warned first before they walk and fall into those pits.

As leaders, Mr Speaker, we are supposed to be thinkers, not puppets.  It hurts me to observe the attitude of leaders who because of politics openly sided and supported the military and political agenda of that country.  Open our eyes and look and see.  We need to be thinkers.

Sir, people like that are very dangerous and especially in very important decision making institutions.  They are very dangerous to the long term development of this country and should resign their seats.  Sir, although we may not be a military power in the Pacific, we have a right to protect our sovereign interest.

My good friend, the Member for Savo/Russells urged this Government to build on the structures that he claimed his government had established.  I share the advice that the Member for North West Choiseul has given to Parliament today.  We are just carrying on the good works.  
I just need to qualify here, Mr Speaker, that the thing I find it very hard is what structures are we asked to build on.  Just look at the various aspects of it.  A re-colonized Solomon Islands - I will not lead the country down that path because that is not much of a structure to build on.  In fact, it is a very dangerous structure for us to build this country upon.  It is an ingredient for disaster.  And I am not sure whether we as Solomon Islanders, especially leaders are fully cognizant of the problems of this country.  If we are not then we are just as good as the blind leading the blind.

There is a lot of adjustment to do, Mr Speaker.  In this regard, I want to assure the people of Solomon Islands at this juncture that this Government is committed to take on that task, painful though it may be to some people who have now been dragged into supporting the serious agendas.

I think I need to explain what I meant by ‘foreigners’ here because people have raised it and in fact the Member for Savo/Russells stood up in here and said to me ‘aren’t you ashamed’.  And so I need to explain this.  
Sir, all the Members of the Opposition Bench took my reference to foreigners totally out of context and swallowed my bait, actually by jumping straight to attacking the engagement of the Attorney General.  They are narrowing it down to him because that is the issue that matters to us and nothing else.  Sir, I felt sorry for these alarmists and pretenders.  By reacting the way they did, Mr Speaker, they demonstrated that something is really wrong with us.  The engagement of foreigners in the public service is not a new thing.  It is indeed something that we must now learn to live with until we realize our localization program.  In fact, the former government recruited almost 1,000 of such foreigners under the Facilitation of International Assistance Act 2003 Mr Speaker.  There are 1,000 plus foreigners.

If the Opposition Bench cares to think, it would appreciate that I was not referring to the engagement of foreigners in the Public Service.  In fact these people are lawfully engaged until we sort out the Facilitation Act but they are lawfully engaged just like the Attorney General.

What I was referring to and, indeed, is a serious matter of concern is the influence of people who have no right to even share their views or even dictate the way we should be running the affairs of this country.  I was referring to those kinds of people because they are not legally required to tender any views to Solomon Islanders.  The people whom we legally engage have the legal right to talk.

Sir, whether the Opposition Group likes it or not, they have consciously or unconsciously become victims of the agendas of alien authorities.  You can argue with me, you can stand in here and try to deny these things, Mr Speaker, but you cannot.  You cannot because I have had telephone conversation with these people and they are saying the same things that these people are raising in Parliament and in the media.  And in this case, I am referring to my counterpart in Australia, the counterpart of the Foreign Affairs Minister and their respective advisors who have over the last 10 months continue to politically persecute the Attorney General of Solomon Islands.  I know the Member for East Are Are wants some answers to the question he raised on the floor of Parliament.  I will answer them very soon.

They also disapproved the appointment of the Commissioner of Police who is constitutionally appointed according to the laws of this country.  Just because he is not an Australian, we are angry?  They misinformed the Solomon Islands public about the issue of rearmament, and misled the Australian and Solomon Islands’ public about the Government’s relationship with RAMSI, which we sorted out here yesterday on this floor of Parliament.  They interfered with our bilateral relations with the Republic of China and attempted to isolate the Solomon Islands Government from its people.  These are serious agendas.  
No one has the right.  No foreigners have the right to do this in this country.  And for us to just flow along with that kind of agenda is treasonous, crime and criminal for doing things like that.  I think I can defend myself here that these are the very agendas that people in this House are pursuing.  
You see it in the media with the assistance of people like the Transparency International who themselves do not want to be transparent now.  I am talking about bringing a bill for the NGOs to be registered and now they are starting to campaign saying they do not want that kind of bill because they already have their own constitution to govern them.  Well, if transparency is what you want then let us have transparency.  Organizations like the National Council of Women, some NGOs, the executive of some trade unions.  
Sir, the Opposition Group can try to deny it but every time we do that we are just complicating things for themselves.  When there are outbursts here about foreigners and I was shouted at as ‘are you not ashamed’, Mr Speaker, I am explaining it now.  I am not ashamed.  I am not shamed.  I take those challenges because that is what leadership is all about and I am explaining those things.

Sir, for the information of this House and the Opposition Group, the Grand Coalition for Change Government is not in the business of glorifying itself no matter what you want to say about us.  This is quoting straight from the Member for Rennell/Bellona on glorification and glorifying and whatever.  In fact, the announcement by the Minister of Finance about the growth of the economy was not intended for self-glorification.  Not at all!  But that unfortunately is the way those on the other side understand the announcement by the Minister of Finance.

Mr Speaker, contrary to that erroneous conclusion, the announcement was intended to demonstrate that the Government has put in place sound economic strategies.  That is common sense and straightforward because only then can we complement any good work the former Prime Minister, the Member for Savo/Russells has put in place during his term or rather put in place by RAMSI because RAMSI runs this country during those times. 
I find it very difficult to conclude that, and so all the big national projects that we are talking about like Gold Ridge, the Auluta Basin are projects which we have been hearing well before the time of the last government too.  Sir, those projects are ongoing projects frustrated by the ethnic tension.  Putting this together I find it hard to see what really are the new things put forward last time to be carried on by this group.  

Sir, I am really disgusted by any suggestion that the Government offered the present Chairman of the Public Service Commission the office of the Governor General.  This is quite serious because it dragged into our political debates the office, the highest office in this country - the head of state.  This is not right.  
This individual that we talked about is not the choice of this Government.  In fact he would be the last person this government should even think about for this high office.  How can we possibly do that when his conduct is the subject of a tribunal hearing, which will certainly remove him and members of the commission from office as soon as the tribunal is set up?  
If the Member thinks that he will convince this side of the house with this garbage, we must think again.  In fact Mr Speaker, the very next day was the denial by the Chairman that he had never had any personal conversation with the Member for Savo/Russells about what he told Parliament is quite damaging.  Actually it is a slap on the face.  I am beginning to think that if we carelessly mislead Parliament, I think this is an issue of people to be reprimanded for misleading Parliament.

Sir, this misleading statement was also picked up by the ABC Television Network, and I felt sorry for ABC Network and the SIBC too.  I think they picked it up three days after.  Something that has already passed was picked up and they continued to put it in the news because it is something they want, it is something good to them.  This is misleading the public of Solomon Islands.   

This person attacked the SOCRED party too and made misleading statements about party policy is very telling.  If you observe very carefully the latest onslaught by the Opposition Group to overthrow the government, it targeted members of the SOCRED party in government by trying to corrupt them.  A concern was raised here that there were only two members but now there are many.

Sir, with that strategy having failed miserably, they now resort to a divisive technique by trying to appeal to the non-SOCRED Members of Parliament in the Government that SOCRED Party is working on a strategy to control the government.  This is absurd and not right.
Don’t we have better things to say?  Equally serious is the notion that the Prime Minister deliberately targeted the leaders of other parties within the Coalition to establish his hold on the Government as raised by the Member for East Are Are.  This is absurd and pathetic of the people advancing that argument, Mr Speaker.  
Sir, anybody who is bothered by this has a problem.  He really has a problem because there are very substantive issues that we should be talking about in this house and not crying over somebody pulling lollies from our mouths.  We enjoy our lollies and when somebody comes and drags it out we cry after the lollies.  
Why would I do that when commonsense dictates that in a coalition situation, the last thing that anyone would wish to do is to disturb the coalition parties.  Why would I want to do that?  Oh yes, we increase in number if that is what you are worried about.  I have problem with the reasoning here.

Since this matter was raised, I must address it and put it to rest once and for all.  I have a lot of respect for the Member for Ranogga/Simbo and leader of the National Party.  He was relieved as Minister because he knowingly advanced a divisive agenda, knowing fully well that what he did was contrary to the joint position taken by the Coalition.  If we have problem with that then we do not know our politics.  As I said, I have a lot of respect for him.  In fact he was not sacked from the Coalition but he left the group on his own.

The leader of the SIPPRA was not sacked.  He was reshuffled to another Ministry.  I have big and high respect for these leaders.  The decision to do that is fully justified on the facts of the issue that warrants that decision.  He was not sacked or strategically dealt with as some Members of this House would like to promote.  In fact, he was reshuffled to another Ministry, and as I said I have a lot of respect for this person.

Mr Speaker:  Can the honorable Prime Minister suspend the relevant Standing Orders so that you can complete your presentation?

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that under Standing Order 81 with your consent that Standing Orders 10 be suspended so that I can finish my address to Parliament.

(Standing Order 10 read with Standing Order 81 was suspended to enable the Prime Minister conclude his presentation after 4.30 pm)

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, I think I may need to skip some of the things that I want to talk about here because we have a party coming up.  I will go straight to addressing the concerns raised by the Member for East Are Are on the Attorney General, and we will finish.  I have to forego a lot of things that I want to say here, although I have the right to say them because they are issues raised in here and raised in the media and I did not go out and respond to those issues because I feel that the place for us to talk about these issues is this floor of Parliament.  Some of us are not like that but we started those debates in the media.  That is why when I started this address I said that may be the Opposition side really do not need to talk because we have already heard everything they need to say in the media.

Sir, the issue of the Attorney General is taken to a point where personal hatred of the man has become apparent.  It cannot be for reasons of contravening the laws of this country or the laws of Australia or anywhere for that matter.  Let alone the laws of the Republic of Vanuatu from which he has been cleared of any wrong doing, and since his clearance he has been walking in and out of Australia a free man for nine years without any incidents whatsoever.  He was unlawfully arrested in Port Moresby, detained, and then in Solomon Islands he was unlawfully detained in custody at the Rove Prison, unlawfully suspended without pay for nearly nine months.  
With all these illegal actions against the Attorney General, where are the Transparency International, the National Council of Women, the Civil Society and other campaigners of good governance?  Where are they?  Why did they say nothing?  That is an issue.  In fact by their very actions they condone the illegal actions taken against the Attorney General of Solomon Islands.  This is hypocrisy!  
If good governance is what we are concern about then it must be consistent and not only when it applies to people we want then that issue becomes something that we support, and when the wrongdoing is against people we dislike we are not concern about it.   

Mr Speaker, it is clear that the Attorney General is a subject of political persecution by the Australian Government and their supporters in Solomon Islands.  Mr Speaker, you cannot really find out what their real fear is.  It looks like there is a self-created fear that the new Attorney General will undermine the work of RAMSI in Solomon Islands.  That came out very, very clearly when I had meetings with them.  We begin to think that way because that case in Vanuatu is nothing.  That brings up a very serious concern as to the real and long term motives of RAMSI in Solomon Islands.

As leaders we cannot afford to be narrow-minded about this matter.  Leaders, especially at this level, our leadership must be broadminded and think nationally, and not in the little corners of our constituencies.  We are elected to the highest decision making body of the land and so we should think nationally.  

Sir, what has been and continues to be our problem is the fact that leaders are so engrossed in our little worlds that we forget the long term interest of Solomon Islands as a country.  We cannot pretend “to live in the world of our own with no one else to share”, quoting the famous ‘Seekers’, a singing group and they are Australians too by the way.  In recognizing that somebody else is sharing our world, we must be prepared to tell them to play by the rules that are commonly accepted by all.  That is our duty and our responsibility.  That is precisely the issue in this case, Mr Speaker.  It is about the respect that is due to institutions established by the constitution whether it is in Solomon Islands or countries that Solomon Islands has diplomatic ties with or any other country for that matter, Mr Speaker.

I do not want to go through the argument again because the Government has exhausted all avenues available in this country to explain the issue of the Attorney General and there is nothing else I can say in this Parliament that will emphasize that point any clearer.

What surprises me is that this is happening in a country that professes Christianity and one begins to wonder whether our claims of Christianity are genuine.  I am saying this because we have exhausted all explanations on points of law and reasons to get these very few people to understand but we appear to go nowhere so what else are we going to do.  I am beginning to wonder whether we should recommend some people to take medical checks because we have exhausted everything.

Sir, the personal attack by the Member for East Are Are on the Attorney General during his sine motion debate cannot go unchallenged in this House.  No.  I am pleased that this Parliament considered it fit to pass the Bill I moved last week to prescribe the privileges, immunities and powers of our Members.  Otherwise a lot of people will go to Rove because they talk nonsense in this House without facts assuring that we have immunities and privileges when for 29 years we do not have privileges.  All these big things we say about other people.  I am happy that this House passed that Bill.  

I guess the principal beneficiary of that enactment, when finally assented and gazetted, is someone who happens to shoot from the hip both inside and outside of this Chamber.  
Only last week, the Honourable Member for East Are Are was “looking London and talking Tokyo” again.  He thought he had dynamite in his hands to throw at us.  Got his letter, dynamite!  We got them by the shot and curly.  Sir, but when he lit it, it just ended up exploding in his hands.  The damage he has done to himself is visible on his face now.  Look at him there, Mr Speaker.

The dynamite I am referring to, of course, is the letter which the Honorable Member for East Are Are read out loud, very loud in this Parliament.  The Chairman of the Bills and Legislation Committee, I must refer to him because that is the post he holds too in this Parliament often complains that Government does not give him ample time to properly undertake research on all materials he has been inundated with during the sittings.  We now know what kind of research he prefers and what he is actually capable of doing with the time that he has.

The Honorable Member for East Are Are has fondness for sensationalism and that has led him astray.  Quoting the text of a letter written by the Acting Registrar of the Supreme Court of Vanuatu to lend his weight to the Australian case against our Attorney General does not really advance the interest which the honorable Member and the Acting Registrar were retained to promote.

Why does it get them nowhere is what I am going to tell you now.  Let the Honorable Member for East Are Are hear this loud and clear so that he does not get himself entangled in the web of conspiracy spun by foreign constituency.  I am assuming the Honorable MP for East Are Are cleared his pigeonhole three weeks ago and read the document which he has publicly condemned.  The 666 questionnaires has more numbers than the mover of the motion of no confidence could muster in 13 lives of Parliament.  Withdrawing his cryptic remarks about a document he obviously cannot comprehend is not an option available to the Honorable MP for East Are Are.  
Mr Speaker, as you know well, our learned Attorney General has still not been charged with any offence in Australia.  What sort of charge are you talking about?  What charge?  He can only be charged with an offence if he is physically within the territorial jurisdiction of Australia.  The whole purpose of seeking his extradition is to take him to Australia to be charged.  I am addressing the claim that he was charged.  

Even when he is charged, there is no guarantee he will immediately face trial because this case is just made up, Mr Speaker.  He could either be remanded in custody or released on bail until committal proceedings are begun and result in his committal to stand trial.  The situation in Australia is no different from Solomon Islands where many years can pass from the time an accused person is first charged then committed and eventually tried.

When the Australian Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs asked the Australian Federal Police Commissioner Mick Keelty to explain why it took so long for them to institute prosecution against our Attorney General, they were told on oath that the reason for the delay was because the Vanuatu Police had not “closed” the case, and that is what the Member for East Are Are read in here.

The AFP could not open their case until the Vanuatu Police closed theirs.  The AFP Commissioner confirmed that the Vanuatu case was finally closed sometime between February 2nd and March 6th 2005.  It took the AFP from then till August last year to open their file and get around to cooking up the case against our Attorney General.

Mr Speaker, I am certain that the Honorable MP for East Are Are has read an article published in today’s ‘Solomon Star’ and will, therefore, appreciate the point I am making now.  In case he missed the article, it is called “Sex, Lies and White Tape: Counting Down from 666”.  The title of that article was alluring enough for him to take notice.

The Australian Senate will have a bone to pick with the AFP Commissioner when it is revealed to them, hopefully through the good offices of the Australian High Commission here, that both Vanuatu’s former Public Prosecutor (who is now a RAMSI deployee working in the DPP’s Office in Honiara) and Vanuatu’s Police Commissioner have confirmed in affidavit evidence filed in 2003 and public statements issued last year that the criminal proceedings against our AG was “closed” on August 23, 1999 when the magistrate dismissed his case.

Now, you’ve got to ask yourself, why suddenly on February 14th this year the Chairman of the PNG’s Defence Force Board of Inquiry publicly announced that our AG “was still not cleared by the Vanuatu Courts”?  He made that statement from the legal documents he obtained.  That is where he took that statement from.

But when challenged by our AG’s lawyers in PNG Mr Speaker, he quickly wrote a facsimile letter to the Acting Registrar of Vanuatu’s Supreme Court on February 16th to request production of copies of the court records for his perusal.

Now why would anyone want to ask for “legal documents” he said he had already “obtained” is a question that only needs to be asked but not answered!

Sir, with that mindset of convicting someone before hearing him, aren’t we all glad that we did the right thing by not allowing that Inquiry to come anywhere near the Solomon Islands soil?  Fancy leaking a copy of the Inquiry Report to an Australian journalist in contempt of court for worldwide circulation just before an election!  We are not concerned about those laws now. 
It was in his haste to please the Inquiry Chairman that the Acting Registrar of Vanuatu’s Supreme Court committed the gravest error and a serious crime.  For the information of this Honorable House, this Government is taking up this issue of criminality with the Republic of Vanuatu to ensure that the administration of justice in Melanesia remains pure and uncorrupted by alien influences.  We are going to do that.

The Acting Registrar’s reply to the Inquiry Chairman, penned in the letter of February 20th which the Honorable MP for East Are Are read in this House with apparent glee, refused to avail copies of the court records but ventured to suggest that proceedings involving the AG were “still pending”.

Mr Speaker, since when have court records, which are by their very nature “public documents” become inaccessible to the public?  These are serious legal questions.  How can a mere application for judicial review give rise to a “pending proceeding” when leave was not sought from nor granted by the Court for that application to proceed?

How can the Acting Registrar assert that our AG “hadn’t returned to the Vanuatu jurisdiction” when he was physically present there in the Supreme Court for the entire duration of the civil phase of the concocted case against him and so many times since then up until March last year.  He was there in Vanuatu, Mr Speaker.  Even the Solomon Islands National Provident Fund Board can refute that claim when called to testify that he accompanied them there to secure the release of the MV RAMOS II years ago.

Sir, the Acting Registrar has a lot of explaining to do.  So does anyone who places so much reliance on the letter that was written to help the Chairman of the Defence Board of Inquiry.  All I can say is “fools rush in where angels fear to tread” is the only advice I have for the Honorable Member for East Are Are.

But one would have expected any competent Court Registrar operating a computerized case data retrieval system, to type in the AG’s name and hey presto – the most recent case bearing his name would flash instantly to reveal that there was that affidavit filed by the former Public Prosecutor confirming that the criminal case against our AG “was closed on August 23, 1999 when it was dismissed by the magistrate.” You have to suppose why tell the truth like it is when it is more convenient to tell a lie!  At the end of the day we have two situations here.

Mr Speaker:  Can I advise the Prime Minister to withdraw the word lie?

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, I will do that.  I am not using the word ‘lie’.  I just use it …

Mr Gukuna:  Point of order, Mr Speaker.  With due respect to the Prime Minister, a lot of information he is telling the House now should be submitted to the Court.  This House is like a Court House so may be it is proper, in my view, that he should go to court and give those things.  I think we need to go out now.  A lot of our colleagues have not contributed because we were led to believe that we need time this evening.  

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, thank you very much.  I have been sitting here for one week listening to garbage.  I give you audience.  I sit here the whole time listening to you people talking and raising all these nonsense.  You deserve to hear your replies, Mr Speaker, and I am surprised of such people.  But thank you very much for raising that point of order but it is not right.

But I think at the end of the day, Mr Speaker, as I have alluded to, we have two situations here.  If the Vanuatu case against our AG remains “open” like the Acting Registrar and the Defence Board of Inquiry would want us to believe, then the AFP Commissioner is truly in big trouble.

Australia has a case to answer for causing all this misery whether the case is “open” or “closed” and no amount of lobbying on their behalf by the MP for East Are Are in this House will shake our resolve to seek justice for us as well as the Attorney General.

No one in Solomon Islands will oppose a government that defends the tenets of justice according to law.  The Attorney General’s presence here right beside me in this Honorable House is a sign of the triumph of the values that bind one sovereign democracy in its struggles against the tyranny of laws enacted and randomly applied by another for its exclusive convenience.

For the comfort of the Member for East Are Are, let me assure this House today that my Government would come to his rescue as well in identical circumstances whether he was intercepted on the streets of Sydney, the malls of Fortitude Valley or the Sahara Desert for any offences he too had not committed!  We will come to his rescue.  
I feel sorry for Members of Parliament who have been sitting here the whole day and so I think I will stop right here, Mr Speaker, I just need to clear that point.  
On the Bottom Up Approach, you will see a new budget in 2008.  We have heard all comments and concerns raised and we are ready to come to the 2008 budget and we will see what the government has in store.  We are serious about this policy.  We will establish a new Ministry that allows us to do that because we are serious about advancing that policy.  


In closing, Mr Speaker, again I would like to thank everyone who has spoken.  I thank everyone on this side of the House for the support they continue to give to this government.  As I have said we are not held together by bags of money Mr Speaker.  No.  If anyone thinks that we pay those people to continue to remain with the government, and as I have explained when I moved this motion a week ago, we are held together by the power of prayer.  We have prayer warriors, the group that continues to commit this government to God.  We believe that our survival rests in His Hand.  We also believe in the policy and the principles that we are advancing.  Those are the issues that bind us together.  
As I called when I begin this presentation, Mr Speaker, unity is very important, working together.  I think we need to see more differently how we relate to each other in here.  Our people need us.  They listen to us and expect us to deliver to them our promises.  

I would like to thank your Chair, Mr Speaker, for providing that guidance, sitting down there listening to us talk, which we really appreciate.  Yes, we have been using hard talks because this is its House.  As rightly pointed out by the Minister of Women, we have not fought in our Parliament but there are other parliaments who took out their shoes and throw at each other or grabbing each other’s necks.  This Parliament is well behaved.  Even in some Parliaments at question time it is not a question time, it is really a mad house.  Here we respect each other.  When you ask questions we answer you in a very civilized way that we respect people who ask question.  I think we must continue to keep that.  As rightly observed by some Members who have spoken, let us keep that spirit.  Inside here is the place to argue but when we go outside of those doors, we shake hands and call ourselves tambu and we recognize each other.  
The Member for East Are Are was my special advisor.

(hear, hear)

Yes, he was my special advisor during one of the most difficult times, and we almost wrecked.  That was one of the most difficult times in the history of this country.  Your self, Mr Speaker, were my deputy.  In fact I had two deputies at that time, the Member for Savo/Russells.

Mr Huniehu:  Point of order, Mr Speaker.  Before the Prime Minister concludes his speech, although he has tried his very best to discredit the information that I have unleashed on the floor of Parliament, I remain committed to those information.

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, he does not have any right at all to talk this time.  His time has already finished and we have moved on.  If you want to open this debate I can go on.  Do you want me to go on, Mr Speaker?   

Mr Huniehu:  In fact those information were merely provided not to lie… 

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, I think it is about time that you order that man to sit down because he has broken every rule now.

Mr Huniehu:  Mr Speaker, I have asked for a point of order.  

Hon Sogavare:  Please quote a section in the Standing Orders, Mr Speaker?

Mr Huniehu:  Your ruling, Mr Speaker.

Sir Kemakeza:  Mr Speaker, I think you have made the point.  I have asked the honorable Prime Minister to withdraw the word ‘lie’.  He did and therefore he is going towards the conclusion of his reply.  I allow the Prime Minister to continue.

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, we are winding down now and I want to talk easily.  If you want us to flare up again I can take another hour to continue because I have a lot to say on these issues.  The Commissioner of Police, I have not talked about him yet.  These are the issues you have been raising, and calling me all sorts of names saying that I consult devils and things like that.  Those are things said in public.  But I do not want to respond to them in here.  If I did it will take us up until seven o’clock to night before we can stop trying to explain these issues.  

I have been a very, very, understanding person.  I did not come out and banged those irresponsible statements in the media that the Opposition has been making against this government and against me personally, very defamatory.  So let us be considerate in here and understand each other.  
Goodness me, Mr Speaker, I am flared up again and I want to thank everyone on both sides of the House for putting up with us and for enduring 21 days or three weeks of sitting down here, looking at each other, talking and making decisions.  

In closing, Mr Speaker, I want to move that at the adjournment of Parliament on Tuesday 28th August 2007 the present meeting shall be concluded and Parliament shall then stand adjourned sine die.  Thank you Mr Speaker.  

(applause)

Sir Kemakeza:  Before I put the question, I would like to wish you well as I am in the Chair today.  This is due to the Speaker undertaking his duties as Acting Governor General. 


On behalf of the Speaker and myself, I wish to formally thank the Prime Minister, the Ministers, the Leader of Opposition, the Leader of Independent and all Members of Parliament for your valuable contributions and debate on issues raised before the House during this Meeting.  I particularly wish to extend my great appreciation to all honorable Members of the House for the courtesy shown to me personally on occasions that I have been in the Chair.  We have accomplished a great deal during this Parliament Meeting and I commend you all for the commitment and dedication shown.  

To conclude, may I reiterate my sincere gratitude to all Honorable Members for your contribution, dedication and reverence to the dignity of the House.  I also thank the wives of Members for the flower arrangements in Parliament building during the meeting.  I also extend my gratitude to the Clerk and staff of National Parliament for their tireless support.


I wish you all well and may God Bless you.  Thank you.  With that I will now put the question that at the adjournment of Parliament on Tuesday 28th August 2007 the present meeting shall be concluded and Parliament shall then stand adjourn sine die.

The motion is passed

Hon Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.

The House adjourned sine die at 5 pm
