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EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

SUGGESTED CORRECTIONS MUST BE MADE 
AND RETURNED TO HANSARD OFFICE
(ISSUED SUBJECT TO CORRECTION UPON REVISION)

MONDAY 17TH MARCH 2008
Prayers.
ATTENDANCE
At prayers, all were present with the exception of the Members for West New Georgia/Vona Vona, West Guadalcanal, East Honiara, Central Makira, and Temotu Nende.

ELECTION OF A TEMORARY SPEAKER (not being a Minister)

The Clerk:  Honorable Members, I wish to inform the House that the Speaker of Parliament is absent on medical leave.  Under normal circumstances the Deputy Speaker would preside over the House in the Speaker’s absence.  However, the Office of the Deputy Speaker is at present vacant, thus Parliament does not have a presiding officer.  Since the Office of the Deputy Speaker is vacant, Section 64(3) of the Constitution requires that Parliament elects a new deputy speaker at the first sitting after the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon as practicable.  Today Members of Parliament have their first practical opportunity to fulfill this constitutional requirement.  

While Parliament’s first business at this Sitting is to elect a new Deputy Speaker, this House requires a presiding officer to oversee the Deputy Speaker’s election.  This situation thus calls for Parliament to invoke Section 65 of the Constitution, the relevant part of which provides that “The Speaker or in his absence the Deputy Speaker or in their absence a member of Parliament (not being a Minister) elected by Parliament for the sitting, shall preside at any sitting of Parliament”.  


On the basis of Section 65 of the Constitution I wish to inform the House that before we deal with the election of the Deputy Speaker, Parliament must first elect one of its members who is not a Minister so that Parliament has a temporary presiding officer elected pursuant to Section 65 of the Constitution who will oversee the election of the Deputy Speaker.  


I wish to also inform the House that for the avoidance of any doubt prior to this sitting, I have sought the opinion of the Attorney General and obtained his full concurrence on the procedure that we will use today.  This House will now proceed to elect a temporary Speaker.  May I now call on Members to nominate candidates for the position of a temporary Speaker?  
Nominations called 

Hon M. Kemakeza (MP for Ngella) was nominated by the Hon Prime Minister.  

Hon M. Kemakeza was duly nominated and approved by the House to be temporary Speaker to preside over the election of the Deputy Speaker
The Clerk:  Honorable Members, I am pleased to announce that the Honorable Mark Kemakeza, MP for Ngella, has been duly elected by this House as the temporary Speaker in accordance with section 65 of the Constitution.  I now call upon the temporary Speaker to take the chair.  
THE HON M. KEMAKEZA TAKES THE CHAIR

Hon. Kemakeza (Temporary Speaker):  Honorable Members of Parliament, I thank you all for having confidence in me to oversee the election of the Deputy Speaker.  We will now proceed immediately with the election of the Deputy Speaker in accordance with procedures set out in the Parliamentary Standing Orders No.5. 
ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY SPEAKER

The Clerk:  Mr Speaker, honorable Prime Minster and honorable Members of Parliament, at the closure of nomination for the election of the Deputy Speaker at 4.00 pm on Sunday 16th March 2008, I wish to announce that I am satisfied that the nominations received by my office have met the requirement of Parliamentary Standing Order 5(2) & (3) and are valid.


There are two candidates who have been nominated for the election of the Deputy Speaker.  They are in the order of which the nominations were received by my office – the Member for West Makira, Hon Japhet Waipora and the Member for North West Choiseul, Hon Clement Kengava.

(Election of the Deputy Speaker proceeds)
Announcement of the Election of the Deputy Speaker
Temporary Speaker:  Honorable Members, the result of the election of the Deputy Speaker this morning is that after the first round of ballots, the MEMBER FOR NORTH WEST CHOISEUL, HONORABLE CLEMENT KENGAVA having received 33 notes out of a total of 40 valid votes cast, which is an absolute majority of Members present and voting, is therefore elected as the Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament.

I now take this opportunity to congratulate the honorable Member for North West Choiseul on being elected as the new Deputy Speaker, and to thank all Members once again for ensuring that this election takes place smoothly and successfully given the current circumstances.  I now call upon the new Deputy Speaker to take the chair.
The Deputy Speaker takes the Chair
Hon Kengava:  Honorable Members, I am privileged and honored that this House has seen it fit for me to take up this very challenging office, particularly in view of the very unusual circumstances I will endeavor at all times to represent the best interest of Parliament and Members and to represent the privileges, powers, procedures and dignity of the House.  I will deliver my official opening remarks later on today.  But for now we all need to prepare for the official commencement of the Seventh Meeting of this Parliament, which I believe will start at 11.00 am.  For that purpose this sitting is now suspended under Parliamentary Standing Orders under section 10(5) and we will resume later this morning to hear his Excellency, the Governor General’s address to Parliament.

Sitting is suspended for opening ceremony
(Sitting resumes at 12pm)
Prayer was said by the President of SICA.

Hon Kengava (Deputy Speaker):  Your Excellency Governor-General of Solomon Islands, Sir Nathaniel Waena, Prime Minister, Hon. Dr. Derrick Sikua, Deputy Prime Minister, Hon. Fred Fono, Leader of Opposition, Hon. Manasseh Sogavare, Leader of the Independent Group, Hon. Peter Shanel Agovaka, Ministers of the Crown, Members of Parliament, Heads of the Churches, Members of the Diplomatic Corp, Chiefs and representatives of Guadalcanal Province, Invited Guests, before commencing my brief opening statement, may I take this opportunity on behalf of all Members to welcome Your Excellency to the National Parliament.

It is with great honor and pleasure that I address Parliament today as the newly elected Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.  I am all too aware that I have only an hour or so ago being elected by my honorable colleagues to an office of significant importance to this institution and this nation. I am conscious of the responsibilities that accompanies this office and the expectations that Members have on presiding officers, to act fairly and impartially at all times.  I will endeavor to do this and also to uphold the dignity of this honorable House and the rights and privileges of each Member.

I would like now to address the significance of what has occurred this morning as part of the ceremony of welcome to the Governor General and Members for their first meeting of Parliament for 2008.

Solomon Islands faces a number of pressing challenges related to the extremely complex issue of managing a post conflict society and addressing peace and reconciliation in a meaningful and long term way.  Parliament is the only institution that represents all the people of Solomon Islands across all nine provinces.  As such it has a unique and crucial role upholding the principles enshrined in the Preamble to the Constitution which states:

“We, the people of Solomon Islands, proud of the wisdom and the worthy customs of our ancestors, mindful of our common and diverse heritage and conscious of our common destiny, do now, under the guiding hand of God, establish the sovereign democratic State of Solomon Islands.”

In Parliament, Members reach agreement through negotiation over issues in conflict.  We find compromise, bargains and pragmatic ways to cooperate within the bounds of political interest.  This is our job but it is also a vital part of transforming our nation from a situation of former conflict into one of future peace.  However, our best efforts will be undermined if we do not also address the broken relationship between our communities and the issues that broke it in the first place.  Even a nation with the strongest democratic system will not be able to endure if parts of its population are not able to maintain a modestly cooperative relationship.  Parliament has the opportunity to negotiate and establish the structures by which the people of Solomon Islands can again have a peaceful and prosperous future.  I believe Parliament has today taken important steps in that direction.

Today we witnessed the inclusion of the first “unity, peace and reconciliation welcome ceremony” that has been added to the traditional Westminster practices that occur when welcoming our Head of State, His Excellency, the Governor-General.  This welcome ceremony is not only symbolic of the cultural heritage of the people of Solomon Islands but it is also a symbol and statement of Parliament’s unique role and responsibility in unifying and reconciling the people of Solomon Islands.

The welcome ceremony today is only the first of its kind, which in the future will rotate between the provinces of Solomon Islands.  We have been honored today by a moving and emotional ceremony conducted by the representatives of the Chiefs and Communities of Guadalcanal Province, as the traditional landowners of the land upon which this House sits and also as the province where the recent conflict was principally located.

Whilst we agree that symbolic forms of apology, reparation and restitution are not sufficient on their own, they are an important and effective part of the process of healing for this nation.  The challenge for Members of Parliament now is to carry the spirit of unity, peace and reconciliation that was born today and make it more than a symbolic act by creating the frameworks within which the people and communities of Solomon Islands can live in peace, unity and co-operation.  These factors also lead to an economically stable and prosperous Solomon Islands.

Finally, to the Chiefs and Communities of Guadalcanal Province, we the leaders representing all people of Solomon Islands thank you for having this Parliament on your traditional land and the wonderful welcome, on behalf of all Solomon Islanders, that you have given the Governor General and all Members. 

I would now ask all Members and guests to rise and join me in applauding the people of Guadalcanal Province for their role in this welcome ceremony today.  Thank you.

(applause)
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Sir WAENA:  The Hon. Speaker of the National Parliament, Your Lordship the Chief Justice, the Hon. Prime Minister, Hon. Cabinet Ministers, The Hon. Leader of Opposition, The Hon. Leader of Independent Members of Parliament, Hon. Members of Parliament, Your Excellency Head of Missions, Reverend Church Leaders, Constitutional Post holders and Permanent Secretaries, traditional Chiefs and Leaders, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.


Allow me, Mr Speaker, to join your important sentiments of gratitude and appreciation registered in view of the participation by the distinguished chiefs, leaders and people of Guadalcanal Province in adding cultural touch of importance to the ceremony we have all witnessed this morning.  It is most befitting to add that touch of cultural identity, values and virtues to such an important occasion such as the opening of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.  

I therefore join you, Sir, to say thank so much indeed to all leaders both of the Provincial Government of Guadalcanal and traditional leaders throughout Guadalcanal Province and our good people of this Province for beginning a new chapter to the opening of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.  It is certainly befitting for you to do so because this is your homeland, for which all of us from other provinces and islands applaud you with profound gratitude and appreciation.  Thank you so much indeed.  Dou sosongo! 

As the Constitutional Representative of Her Majesty, the Queen, the Head of State of the Independent Democratic Sovereign State of Solomon Islands, it is my humble duty and special privilege, as the Governor General, to be able to deliver this “Traditional Speech from the Throne”. 

May I humbly convey to the National Parliament, now in sitting, following the smooth change-over in government, from the last regime to the current, in late December 2007, very warm greetings and special well wishes, on behalf of our Head of State, Her Majesty the Queen.  May I sincerely congratulate you the Acting Speaker of Parliament for your successful election to the important office of the Deputy Speaker of Parliament.  I am sure in my mind you will carry the responsibilities of that important office with dignity and respect.  

I sincerely congratulate you the Hon. Prime Minister of Solomon Islands and the new Government, for successfully securing the mandate to govern the sovereign affairs of our people and nation, since taking office in December 2007.  Our people throughout the nation are eagerly awaiting being part of the reform changes, to actually experience the much anticipated changes pronounced by the current administration, particularly through the rural advancement development policy initiatives, being promulgated by the CNURA Government. 

To the Hon. Ministers of the Crown, I thank you for accepting responsibility to become Ministers, in order to spearhead the crucially important policy initiatives of the government.  As key players of the government departmental administration, much would depend on your proactive political direction and sound management of your Ministries. 

By the same token, I also convey my sincerest congratulations to the Hon. Leader of Opposition on your appointment.  You have assumed the vital role of providing the pivotal mechanism which ensures checks and balances, to keep Her Majesty’s Government vigilant, accountable and transparent, in its deliberations and undertakings, to govern and lead our people and Nation.  
To all Members of the National Parliament, our people hold envious confidence in your leadership abilities and capabilities, to provide sound guidance and enlightened vision to nation building as national legislators.  

I am duty bound yet again to respectfully draw your attention, as a reminder, as you are now half way into your journey of four years to the spirit and virtuous sentiments of our national motto, – “To Lead Is To Serve”.  May you graciously lead our people and nation forward, with diligence, vision and wisdom, to provide peace, tranquility and prosperity. 

The Government acknowledges and appreciates the important contribution by our people in nation building.  We are one people and one nation.  Our communities are graciously endowed with enormous wealth of diverse cultures, abundant natural resources, sound religious heritage and enumerable talents in our youths, the strength of our communities.  
God gave us the special duty as custodians to protect our natural resources and natural wealth.  More importantly, we have the parental responsibility to impart acceptable cultural and Christian values and virtues to pass on to our children and the youths.  They in turn must teach their children.  
The Government is desirous to build Solomon Islands on the strong pillars of democracy, unity of purpose and faith in the living God.  The Government firmly believes that the way forward, would be achieved, by providing good policies, conducive to creating favorable situation in the country, in which our people are empowered to raise themselves above the unproductive standard of hand-to-mouth existence.  Only in this way, would it be possible to usher in a new era in Solomon Islands, where our people would engage in beneficial activities and businesses.  Our people should not expect aid donors, the government, pyramid schemes, etc to offer hand-outs for their daily survival. 

Such an attitude must be totally discouraged from making further in-road into Solomon Islands society.  It must be detested out rightly because its parasitic nature would be associated with a society that is unproductive.  It is most uncultural-like, because we are endowed with an abundance of natural resources.  Our people have always lived a simple but acceptable standard of living, which reflects our natural identity. 
The Government’s Policy Statement and the Translation and Implementation documents, launched in February 2008, set out the policy direction through which the Government will progress the destiny of the Solomon Islands.  It focuses on the following six major strategic areas of development aimed at creating a peaceful, progressive and prosperous Solomon Islands.  The development areas are:-

1. Reconciliation and Rehabilitation 

2. Economic and Productive Sectoral Development 

3. Infrastructure Development 

4. Social Services Development 

5. National Security and Foreign Relations, and 

6. Protection of Civil Rights. 

The significant redirection and emphasis entail in government policies point to the development areas prioritized to forge a new mission and vision in the roadmap for the future prosperity of Solomon Islands.  The government is responsible to have sound legislations and policies with effective regulatory mechanisms for delivering services and to promote our sovereignty with in the mandate to govern and development Solomon Islands.   

The Government believes that equitable and sustainable development can only be achieved through strategically focused Rural Advancement Policy.  We must ensure economic growth takes place in the rural areas.  The Government believes in fostering a greater sense of national unity and identity, among Solomon Islanders through rural development.  While reconciliation and rehabilitation is the number one priority, the government is cognizant that reconciliation devoid of rehabilitation would fall short of the desired dream of national rebuilding and economic reconstruction.  The Government will also ensure necessary resources are shifted through its reform agenda, to focus on social and economic infrastructure development, to foster economic growth in the rural areas. 

The Government accepts the need to apply the slogan of the three “R’s” in its public policy, which are the “Reach”, the “Range” and the “Result” of policy.  The reach of policy pertains to how far policies actually reach and affect our people [people centred].   In other words, policies must effectively touch and positively influence the lives of ordinary people – not just the educated and well-to-do persons in the community.  The range of policy must be sustained with the means by which the government pursues its policy aims.  The Government should not only be people centred and even-handed, but importantly must guarantee the means which the government uses to achieve its policy aims.  The result of the policies is what citizens have to benefit from in terms of government’s service delivery.

I will now outline some of the main strategies that various Ministries will pursue, to achieve the policy outcomes of the Government’s six major priority areas:-

1.
 Public Sector Management 
This covers the strategies and activities that will be undertaken by the following Ministries to achieve their respective policy goals and objectives. 

The Office of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Ministry of Public Service, the Ministry of Development Planning and Aid Coordination, and the Ministry of Finance and Treasury.
There is a commonality in the strategies of these Ministries.  They generally focus on reforms in the Public Sector Management and Coordination, aimed at improving capacity in both personnel and institutions.  Necessary legislations, guidelines and mechanisms; which coordinate the activities of the government, and in securing and providing resources, will ensure goods and services are effectively delivered.  The various fiscal strategies outlined under the Ministry of Finance and Treasury will ensure economic and financial reforms do generate sustainable economic growth, to improve delivery of services and raise the standard of living of our people. 

The Government will immediately address the need for better and improved vertical and horizontal coordination, within the Government Machinery.  There are issues and processes that are cross-sectoral such as in the budget process.  Permanent Secretaries and Heads of Divisions need to work together to ensure effective outcomes.  Equally important is aid coordination through effective donor participation.  The formulation of the Medium Term Development Strategy and the National Development Plan are vital. They provide the basis for interaction and consultation with donor partners.  The Ministry of Development Planning and Aid Coordination will be undertaking these activities as a priority. 

2.
Infrastructure Development 

Infrastructure development will continue to be a development challenge to our development endeavors given the scattered geography of Solomon Islands.  The Government is fully committed to addressing the construction of new airports and roads; refurbishment of existing roads and bridges; airfields and wharves; installation of communication facilities; and introduction of appropriate legislations to encourage competition in the provision of communication services.  Equally important are those supporting strategies under the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Survey to ensure all land dealings are fair, transparent, impartial and in accordance with the appropriate laws.  

The importance of infrastructure development cannot be taken for granted.  It is a crucial and necessary prerequisite for economic development.  Infrastructure creates and increases the opportunities for people to discover their economic potential and be better involved in economic activities. 

3.
Economic and Productive Sector 

The economic and productive sector development does drive countries forward. The strategies and activities of the following Ministries are thus pivotal for that purpose:  Agriculture and Livestock; Fisheries and Marine Resources; Forestry; Culture and Tourism; Environment, Conservation and Meteorology; Rural Development and Indigenous Business Affairs; Commerce, Industry and Employment; and Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification. 

The Policy goals and strategies outlined under these Ministries are focused, on how the Government will assist our people, to better utilize their resources, to participate and engage in activities that will contribute to the country’s economic development, to improve their quality of life and reduce poverty nationally.  People-centred development means development through community engagement and participation. 

Strategies such as the rehabilitation of ageing cocoa and coconut plantations; development of Auluta and Vangunu Oil Palm Projects; support to new industries; establishment of new co-operative societies; establishment of rural livelihood and Micro financing and Credit Schemes; promotion and support for new business initiatives, are all aimed at achieving various Government policy goals. 

Similar initiatives are outlined for the Fisheries and Marine Resources Sector; Forestry Sector; and Culture and Tourism where we have a lot of potential to derive additional benefits.  We need to work extra hard to double the tourist arrival figures in the next two years.  The Government will undertake important strategies in the Environment Sector, with the view to securing assistance under the various environment conventions we have ratified, including the UN Convention on Climate Change.  The Government’s aim is to ensure sustainable environmental conservation and development. 

Of equal significance are the strategies indicated under the Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification.  A reliable power supply is vital for sustainable economic development in urban centres and at growth centres.  Various renewable energy strategies, earmarked for our rural areas, will have spin-off effects for social services as well as facilitate investment activities. 

4.
Social Sector 

A healthy, productive and educated populace is vitally important to sustain development and progress in Solomon Islands, hence, the importance of the Social Sector, which includes the Ministries of Health and Medical Services; Education and Human Resources Development.  The Ministry of Health and Medical Services will undertake a national survey, to establish functioning water supplies and identify areas needing new ones.  A national review of health care infrastructure to ensure equitable distribution will be undertaken.  All communities should have access to health services, and increase public awareness on malaria and HIV/AIDS prevention, and other diseases. 

The most important resource for developing states like the Solomon Islands is its people.  Therefore, the various strategies that come under the Ministry of Education and Human Resources, including early childhood education, primary, secondary and tertiary education, rural training centres, teacher training and school leadership and management programs, are all aimed at developing our people.  

The Government will also pursue the establishment of a fourth Campus of USP.  This project was first initiated by the Solomon Islands Government in partnership with the USP as long ago as the late 1970’s.  The current government is determined to eventually establish this important project on the ground.  These strategies will enable our people to acquire necessary knowledge, skills and attitude to earn a living, and to live in harmony with others.  An educated population would provide skilled labor, to help the country address its socio-economic challenges. 

5.
National Security and Foreign Relations 

National Security, Justice and Legal Affairs and our foreign relations are crucial to Solomon Islands development.  The Government will address these strategies, in regard to the Ministries of Police and National Security, Justice and Legal Affairs with Foreign Affairs and External Trade. 

Police Housing, the Scheme of Service, training, community policing, and border surveillance are among the important strategies that would be pursued.  An effective Police Force and Prison Service, for the maintenance of law and order will ensure a safe and secure environment for all of us, including our guests, would be pursued.

Solomon Islands must also be a just and fair society.  The strategies under the Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs would provide for local courts administration and infrastructure in the rural areas; access to and availability of public solicitors in the provinces; refurbishment of provincial court houses; and building of the capacity of the judiciary, to ensure a just and fair society, where all persons in Solomon Islands live together, regardless of position or status.  The Government will continue to support RAMSI’s Law and Justice Program to improve  infrastructure in the judiciary, including those in the provinces. 

As we all know, no man is an island, therefore, our foreign policy is an extension of the domestic policy.  Our foreign policy, covers bilateral relations and membership to various regional and international bodies, which is essential for Solomon Islands’ progress and prosperity. 
The strategies outlined under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and External Trade will help the Government to work towards exploring and deriving real benefits from our bilateral and multilateral partners.  The potentials for regional and international trade and investment will be pursued fully. 

The Government will continue to further explore the concept of labour mobility.  It has been established that the economic benefits of seasonal workers schemes on the Solomon Islands’ economy is through remittances.  New skills acquired by returning workers are quite significant, thus the Government sees this as real opportunity to engage able-bodied Solomon Islanders overseas in gainful employment.  The Government will therefore pursue seasonal workers schemes, with friendly nation including New Zealand, Taiwan, Canada and the Scandinavian countries. 

6.
Civic and Internal Affairs 

The Ministries of Home Affairs; National Unity, Reconciliation and Peace; Provincial Government and Institutional Strengthening; Women, Youth and Children’s Affairs, have always been important players in the Solomon Islands’ development process.  The role played by the Churches and Civil Society organizations, is greatly appreciated by the government.  Significant importance is attached to the strategies outlined under the Ministry of Home Affairs, to support their work.  Solomon Islands’ vulnerability to natural disasters is also a reality, which the Government must be ever vigilant about.  There is the need to strengthen the National Disaster Council and Provincial Disaster Committees to improve their readiness capability. 

The Government’s number one priority is reconciliation and rehabilitation.  

The strategies highlighted under the Ministry of National Unity, Reconciliation and Peace, are imperative in achieving a united, peaceful and prosperous Solomon Islands.  These strategies will help reconcile our people’s differences following the ethnic unrest and provide a sound foundation for lasting peace and harmonious coexistence in the country. 
The Ministry of Provincial Government and Institutional Strengthening would empower, enable and provide necessary capacity to provincial governments, to effectively provide government services in our provinces.  This is a pre-requisite for the transition to a devolved government system, when a new political structure is adopted. 

The Ministry of Women, Youth and Children’s Affairs strategic goals are aimed at upholding and promoting the rights of women, young people and children.  Effective partnership and strong commitment will create equal opportunities for all to advance the well-being and prosperity of our people.  Children are our future leaders, we must thus collectively strive to ensure they are in a vantage position to take the Solomon Islands forward when their turn comes. 

Other Ministries also contribute to the development of Solomon Islands as a corporate process, and their contribution is both recognized and appreciated by our people.  

The Ministry of Development Planning and Aid Coordination is mandated to undertake two broad functions, namely national development planning and second, aid coordination.  The following are its responsibilities for the next two years:-

· Coordinating the formulation and development of the Medium Term Development Strategy in June 2008.  This will outline the framework for implementing government policies and priorities.  The MTDS will also be the basis for donor partners and other stakeholders to align their resources with, to support government priorities.  This document will also reflect where appropriate the Government’s global and regional commitments. 

· Ensure a planning process that is inclusive and fosters National, Provincial and Community engagement, in development planning. The Ministry aims to achieve this by assisting the provinces develop their own Provincial Development Plans. 

· Mainstreaming population into development initiatives, both at national and provincial levels, and coordinate the database for manpower planning and forecasting for Solomon Islands. 

· Ensure effective co-operation between government and development partners and other stakeholders, to support sustainable development initiatives that contribute positively to improving living standards.  This will be achieved through establishing coordination mechanisms between government and its stakeholders.

· Promote donor harmonization in the coordination of all donor funded programs that support government priorities to improve aid effectiveness.
A number of donor funded programs reflecting this are already underway in health, education, infrastructure and rural development. 

The fisheries sector contributes significantly to the national economy, food security and livelihood of our people, which cannot be overemphasized.  It is the recognition of this importance that the government’s key policy areas in this sector address the need for a robust industrial fishery sector linked with livelihood, well-being and inspirations of those who live in rural communities.  
The Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources acknowledges the need for a robust fisheries industry for rural livelihood.  Domestic fisheries, particularly and the development of our national tuna industry are top priorities.  A strategy is in place to ensure over the next two years the establishment of two on-shore processing plants in the country. 

The establishment of these onshore processing plants will require a steady supply of adequate fish stock.  It is the Ministry’s intention that this requirement be fully furnished by the catch provided by local rural fishers from “pump boats” that are made specifically for subsistence tuna fishing.  Plans are currently underway in the Ministry with assistance from NFD to ensure functional pump boat fishing activity before the end of 2008.  Access to tuna and other large pelagic fish from these pump boats will require the use of inshore fish aggregating devices.  The Ministry is proposing to deploy enough FADs in our waters to service the “pump boat” fishing activities in 2008 and 2009. 
Promotion of our domestic tuna fisheries cannot stand alone.  Strengthening SOLTAI fishing and processing company, is for its long term survival and economic viability.  SOLTAI is the cornerstone of our strategy to make fisheries a major contributor to economic benefits to the people of Solomon Islands.  The Ministry is engaging with other national and international experts to review the management and structural arrangements of SOLTAI, to ascertain its future.  In the meantime it is recognized that SOLTAI’s long term survival will depend on, among other things, a consistent supply of adequate fish stocks.  To help ensure SOLTAI receives steady supply of adequate fish stock, the first of the pump boats fishing in the Western Province will service SOLTAI.  Furthermore, the Government is vigorously pursuing initiatives that will attract foreign fishers to unload a greater portion of their catch for on-shore processing purposes. 

The long-term strategic approach to ensure fishery and marine resources are effectively managed is to produce enduring economic, social and cultural benefits for all Solomon Islanders is both urgent and important.  The Government will undertake as its priority to develop management plans for the important commercial offshore and inshore fisheries.  The current tuna management plan will be reviewed to include development strategies.  A beche-de-mer fishery management plan will be in place before the end of the government’s term in office. 

Management plans for trochus and corals will be developed and implemented over the next twelve to eighteen months.  These management plans cannot function without relevant legislation, thus government is currently reviewing the Fisheries Act 1998, to ensure they are supported by relevant legislation.

The Ministry recognizes that effective development and management of our fisheries and marine resources cannot be achieved without proper capacity building in the Ministry itself.  The Government is so thankful to the Government of New Zealand for assistance provided specifically to meet this urgent need.  The NZAID funded Institutional Strengthening Project is in the process of addressing all key areas within the Ministry.  The review of licensing procedures for improved earnings from the international value of tuna resources; building monitoring systems that will provide accurate and up-to-date information on National fisheries; and the need to review the Fisheries Act 1998. 

Agriculture and Livestock is the backbone of the economy of Solomon Islands.  Experience from other parts of the world shows that some of the most technologically advanced countries began their journey with agriculture as springboard to their greatness.  The Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement can open up the doors of opportunity for Solomon Islands, in agriculture and livestock, as already done in other countries of the world.  
In an entirely new and innovative approach to Agriculture and Livestock Development in the country, the Government is pursuing its Partnership Policy with resource owners to develop their land.  Under this policy resource owners will be given the opportunity to actively take part in development programs with the prime objective of transferring the ownership of such programs to them when fully operational.  The Ministry with technical advice as well as the required support services will start the project. 

Another major shift in government policy involves moving away from Conventional Agriculture Research to Participatory Research, whereby the Ministry’s research activities will now be conducted as On-Farm research instead of at a Research Station.  The demise of the Dodo Creek Research Station in 2000 now necessitates this.  The Government will establish Farmer Schools, where farmers will take an active part in agricultural demonstrations.  This approach will ensure the rate of adoption of successful research results will be quicker, and research staff will be able to respond faster to any emerging problems.  The resource owners will be trained in the process to take full control of these activities at a later stage.  Research staff will be mobilized with the necessary support to enable them maintain contact through timely visits to the farmers. 

The success of the Ministry’s national programs for the resource owners will require them to open up their land for development.  The Ministry is inviting resource owners to be partners in development, by showing interest and taking necessary initiatives to allow development on their land.  To facilitate the smooth operation of any national programs, all participating parties will be required to enter into appropriate Memorandum of Understanding.  
On major development projects, the Ministry will pursue nation-wide cocoa rehabilitation, extension and replanting program.  More than 70% of the current cocoa plantations are now very old.  Failure to address this will result in a drastic decline in export revenue and rural income.  This program will start in the provinces of Malaita, Guadalcanal, Makira/Ulawa and Isabel. 

The Ministry plans to establish two large commercial rice production projects at Metapona and Lungga on Guadalcanal.  There is potential 400 to 700 ha of land for rice development at Metapona and a further 500 ha at Lungga.  The two projects will be implemented under joint effort by the Republic of China and the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development.  Consultations with the respective landowners of Metapona and Lungga are now underway.  The overall objective is to further boost rice development in the provinces, but with concentration on commercial type operation in Guadalcanal, Malaita, Western and Makira/Ulawa Provinces. 

Based on yield in rice grown at Tetere by Don Bosco, the Metapona land is a high priority area for rice development.  Once completed, there is potential to produce between 4,500 MT and 7,500 MT of rice annually with an estimate value of SBD$18million per annum. 

The Ministry is planning to import between 700 to 1000 pregnant heifers for breeding purposes.  They will be quarantined initially on Guadalcanal Plains at TENAVATU and later distributed to 8 farm sites, 4 on Guadalcanal and 4 on Malaita.  A number of key factors are being used to identify participating farmers. Priority will go to building up the national herd numbers.  Participating farmers will concentrate on cattle breeding. 

All participating farmers must sign an MOU with the Solomon Islands Government before participating in this project.  This will allow smooth transition from a joint SIG – Resource Owner venture to total farmer ownership at the end of five years.  Participating farmers will receive appropriate training to acquire a level of technical competence, before handover is made. 

The Ministry plans to import up to 1000 cattle each year, to build up its national cattle herd to 10,000 breeders which should reduce our beef imports significantly from the current 230 to 270 metric tons per annum, which costs between $15m to $18 m. 
Three slaughter facilities will be established by ROC in Malaita, Temotu and Honiara.  The measure taken is to address the potential health hazard where livestock products locally sold do not go through certified slaughter units, a direct violation of public health regulations. 

The Ministry will aggressively pursue Oil Palm development throughout the country following the successful reactivation of the former SIPL with GPPOL.  The company now produces oil for export to earn foreign exchange. 

The Vangunu Oil Palm Project though still dormant, is a priority project.  Every effort is being focused on resolving outstanding issues to promote the project through partnership between the developer and the landowners.  The Government is confident, as a result of consultations taking place, between the two parties, that the project would start operation in the not-too-distant future. 

Regarding the Auluta Oil Palm Project, the Ministry is paying very close attention on the preparations to ensure it takes off the ground before the term of the CNURA Government lapses.  The Government acknowledges the fact that a lot of very valuable work has been done in the past by the two previous governments, thus is committed to continue and complete the implementation of this project. 

The Auluta Oil Palm Project Model will consist of three integrated systems of oil palm production, the Nucleus Oil Palm Estates, Small Scale Oil Palm Plantations, and the village Oil Palm Out grower Schemes.  The Nucleus Oil Palm Estate will be investor-driven, while Small Scale and Village out grower systems are for families, communities and individuals.

The first successful land acquisition, was carried out for 23 customary lands in Auluta Basin and East Fataleka in October 2007.  Boundaries of 13 other lands have also been successfully demarcated by Tribal Trust Boards and Council of Chiefs and being declared free of disputes.   Boundaries of six more lands have successfully been pegged with permanent concrete markers, and formalities for cadastral GPS survey should follow thereafter. 

The first consultation meeting with the Waisisi Oil Palm Project Task Force was held this year.  The Ministry’s Plan for 2008 was put in place during the first quarter of the year and the Project Manager has made an exposure attachment study in an Oil Palm plantation in Malaysia.  Land mobilization will start this month to be followed by the appointment of an Acquisition Officer next month.  It is expected that land survey and mapping of the area will be done by September 2008, followed by an Environment Impact Agreement and Social Economic Impact Assessment in October, and establishment of a nursery in December 2008.

The Ministry has already committed about $500,000 for the Choiseul Oil Palm Project.  Plan to visit and identify the actual site is being worked out.  It is expected that officers from the Ministry will be deployed to visit the project location in April/May this year. 
The Government’s aim to broaden Solomon Islands economic base, has led the Ministry in the last five to 10 years, to experiment on the introduction of new crops such as coffee and kava.  There is growing interest from rural farmers in coffee cultivation.  The Ministry has thus budgeted for SBD$1.7million in the 2008 Budget.  Most coffee farmers are from Isabel, Guadalcanal and more recently South Malaita.  Under this program, the Ministry will assist farmers in their training needs in terms of development of nurseries; how to plant and look after the crop; and how to process coffee beans for sale in the market.

The Ministry is determined to assist farmers develop the Kava industry, thus is allocating a sum of SBD$1.5million towards Kava development and production this year.  Most of the Kava at present comes from Isabel Province.  It is of a high quality variety and there are early positive signs that Isabel Kava would become a potential export earner for the country. More and more farmers are now growing this crop especially in Isabel, for its potential as a new cash crop.

Solomon Islands’ geographical location renders our islands and food crops susceptible to weather hazards such as cyclones and droughts.  These occur on a seasonal basis thus farmers are always vigilant about such occurrences.  The recent incursion of the African Giant Snail into the country has exposed our agriculture to the whims of a destructive pest, which thrives on crops that provide our daily subsistence.  The African Giant Snail eats the fruit as well as the vine, the stem and leaves of a plant, leaving it stripped to death.  Such description should scare Hon. Members of this National Parliament to urge us do something about eradicating such a wholly unwanted creature in the country.  We should all support the Ministry in its efforts to get rid of the snail, as a matter of prime urgency. 
Measures are being under-taken to review existing legislation, with the view to developing a Bio-Security Bill, for the November 2008 sitting of Parliament.  The Ministry will undertake measures to eradicate the pest.

Ministry of National Unity, Reconciliation and Peace
The CNURA government has prioritized reconciliation and rehabilitation as one of its six key policy areas of focus over the next two years.  It recognizes the need for true and meaningful reconciliation that must be from the heart of the people “that must take place at all levels of our society and will lead to national healing and forgiveness”.

While promoting National Reconciliation as a means to national healing and restoration, the Government is mindful that reconciliation must be pursued through affordable means.  Community, personal and individual ownership and initiative for the reconciliation process is core to lasting and meaningful reconciliation.  The government’s commitment to advance National Reconciliation is to build a strong foundation for national unity and stability, premised on the fundamental respect for our diversities, tolerance and peaceful coexistence. 

While reconciling our past, to enable our hope for national healing, and moving on as crucial, the questions; what were the underlying causes; the root causes and the truth behind the violent conflict are still being continually asked, and answers need to be addressed appropriately.

On the other hand, new and critical issues are also creating tensions that are emerging which calls for proactive and preventive measures.  Delivery of services/programs needs to be responsive, to address not only the causes, but to avoid the resurgence of violence.  Systematic monitoring of Peace and Security situation is pivotal and most essential.

The interests and needs of all other provinces that make up the country are also crucial and must be taken into consideration.  Peace Programs need to be inclusive and responsive to the respective provinces also affected.

Reconciliation is vital to national healing and restoration.  The most important consideration is to assure the victims and ordinary persons of the future.  Poverty, livelihood, land and economic development, are important underlying issues.  We need to implement peace-building approaches, across all sectors and in all Provinces.  Mainstreaming peace in our development aspirations is critical.  We need to ask: “how would this policy and development program contribute to lasting peace and unity for us?”  Economic infrastructure and social rehabilitation responsibility, cut across all technical ministries, and all impinge on peace and stability.

Rehabilitation of target groups’ needs will be carefully assessed to avoid creating new conflicts over the distribution of resources.  The Ministry is tasked with the mandate to take the lead policy and advisory role in coordinating and ensuring that major political objectives and targets are amended, advanced or strengthened, and furthermore accomplished in 2008-2010.

The Government is mindful and thankful for the tireless efforts of so many stakeholders in maintaining peace and governance, and in rebuilding the social fabrics of our society.  Many stakeholders have contributed to the level of peace and stability now enjoyed. 

Faith based entities, church leaders, traditional leaders, community leaders, women’s groups, RAMSI and NGOs have played crucial roles, together with support from numerous aid donors have enabled much progress.  Peace and reconciliation issues cut across all sectors hence they are the responsibility of all sectors and citizens.

Brief Status Report

The National Reconciliation framework will be consolidated and advanced, to achieving the desired targets and outcomes set for 2008-2010.  The Government only plays a ‘facilitation role’ in the reconciliation processes, as part of peace building.  The desire for reconciliation and the means and approach to what is meaningful reconciliation comes from the parties or communities concerned.  The framework is based on the outcome of a number of provincial leaders’ summits and dialogue processes, particularly those by Guadalcanal and Malaita Provinces.  The Ministry’s focus is on ethnic-tension-related reconciliation alone.

Inter-Provincial Reconciliation between Malaita and Guadalcanal Provinces
A very crucial meeting is now scheduled for 9th – 11th April 2008 in Malaita Province.  All other Provincial Premiers are expected to attend.  Its significance will pave the way for other levels of reconciliation at the institutional levels, such as Malaita and Guadalcanal Provinces with all other Provinces.

Rehabilitation
The Government is committed to the implementation of the Rehabilitation component under Phase 2, for the Peace Package in the case of Guadalcanal Province.  The initial step is to engage a government committee to assess the rehabilitation package.

Expansion of Peace and Unity Programs to other Provinces

The focus has been on the two provinces directly involved in the tension.  The Reconciliation and Peace Program aims to be inclusive of all provinces.  The Ministry will start in the Western and Choiseul Provinces this year.  This follows the appointment of a desk officer who will be coordinating peace and unity summits in both provinces.  The Government will establish a number of commissions, which are seen as crucial, to advance the peace and reconciliation processes nation-wide.

(1)
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission will further compliment, consolidate and advance community reconciliations that have taken place.  Consultations have indicated public support for truth telling, true forgiveness and healing.  Both victims and perpetrators are to tell their side of the story.  The Government with the assistance of the Commonwealth Secretariat will be working on a Truth and Reconciliation Commission Bill this year, and the Commission should be operational by March 2009.

(2)
Commission of Enquiry into Land Dealings and Abandoned Properties
This Commission is important, to sort out land dealings entered into, prior to the Ethnic Tension, and as a commitment to addressing the bona-fide-demands of the Guadalcanal Province.

MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
The policy goal of the Ministry is to enhance prosperity, well-being and participation of the community by providing integrated, efficient and affordable infrastructure and transport systems by ethical, professional, proficient and valued staff.  

Identified Priority Infrastructure
The Ministry will also be doing feasibility studies on priorities for network improvements on roads, bridges, airfields and wharves.

The Ministry is constantly aware of the fact that infrastructure such as buildings, bridges, wharves, houses etc are designed and built to safe standards as required in natural disaster prone regions.  To ensure that appropriate measures are taken to achieve this objective, the following will be addressed as soon as practicable:-

(1)
Develop transport sector services through reviews/reforms on the sectors and on relevant legislations; establish National Building Code; establish MID Technical Reference Library; upgrade soils and materials Testing Laboratory; establish appropriate manuals for Service Procurements, Construction Minimum Standards and Practices, Tendering Processes; and  Procedures and Contracts Management. 

(2)
Improve competency and capacity of MID and other agencies through appropriate recruitments and relevant trainings; and

(3)
Develop the private transport sector through appropriate trainings/workshops and support for financial assistance.

The Ministry is responsible to ensure that shipping and all transport industries operate to efficient and safety standards, to ensure passenger and cargo safety.  In order to meet these standards, the Ministry will undertake and oversee necessary reform of the Maritime Sector, for effective delivery of services, and maintaining safety.  The transport sector services would be developed through reviews of legislations, training and works.  Periodic maintenance on related transport infrastructure; improved and upgraded transport infrastructures; such as airfields, roads, bridges, wharves and jetties, will be undertaken.  Re-establish and relocate Vehicle Testing facility, revise legislation and provide manpower training to maintain safety standards.

The Ministry is also responsible for devising a National Transport Plan that is affordable and conducive to economic growth and social well being.  A National Transport Fund will be established through legislation, with a National Transport Fund Board.  It will carry out surveys on proposed new developments such as roads, bridges, airfields, and wharves.  It will also continue with the capacity strengthening of MID to cater for the reforms and scheduled work program implementation.  The intention is also to construct additional office space to accommodate manpower increase to sustain transport infrastructure management.  The Ministry will fully involve the private sector and communities on transport infrastructure developments. 

The Ministry is ALSO responsible for professional care and maintenance of all Government housing, materials, equipments, vehicle fleet, plant and machinery.  In order to achieve this objective, the Ministry will:-

· Continue to properly record in the inventories transport infrastructure; government housing; government and private sector vehicles;  

· Update records on the conditions of all Government Residential Housing; re-establish and coordinate Government vehicles servicing and repairs; outsourcing of major repairs on all government assets and properties. 

· Relocate the Mechanical Workshop, and properly equip the workshop for vehicle Testing, Driver testing, and government vehicle servicing and management. 

Rehabilitation Program
The Ministry will continue and complete this year, the necessary surveys and costing of all the existing transport infrastructures.  Much of the existing transport infrastructures in the country were built 30 or so years ago do need reconstruction and upgrading.  The Ministry will do its best with the limited National Transport Funds available each year, under the Transport Planning and Policy Unit and Road Maintenance Funds, under the Transport Infrastructure Division to rehabilitate these assets.  In the course of this year, the Ministry will concentrate on the rehabilitation and maintenance of the Honiara Feeder Roads system, Ulawa Road, Guadalcanal West Road from Naro, and other sections of the network where necessary. 

The Ministry will also be assisted with a project, co-financed by ADB/NZAID/AUSAID, under the Solomon Islands Roads Improvement Project, for the rehabilitation of rural roads.  The SIRIP is likely to assist on roads, bridges or wharves on Makira, Guadalcanal and Santa Cruz.  Another project due to be implemented in the Western Region of the Solomon Islands is the Solomon Islands Emergency Assistance Project, commonly known as the “Tsunami Assistance Project”.  The SIEAP aims to assist with the rehabilitation of existing transport infrastructures in Western and Choiseul Provinces.  The Ministry hopes to utilize fully the AUSAID funded Community Sector Program [CSP] on Malaita in the rehabilitation of transport infrastructures.

Projects
Under various funding, the Ministry has implemented projects for new or replacement transport infrastructures as of 2007 and these will continue or be completed this year.  

The Ministry’s manpower need is increasing to its minimum required level.  Long term training and attractions to the private sector employment can have disturbing effects.  The Ministry has started organizing trainings/workshops for the private sector as assistance for its capacity strengthening.  As a sign of partnership being established between the Ministry and the Private Sector, the Ministry will rely heavily on the private sector in the implementation of its Work Programs for this year, and in the years to come.  
The Ministry in pursuing an efficient and affordable transport infrastructure network is creating impetus to drive the Productive Sector to the rural communities, hence assisting in raising the rural livelihood of the population of Solomon Islands.  The Government fully recognizes the importance of this approach in the way forward for Solomon Islands, and is supportive through allocation of funds to the Sector. 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND TREASURY
Solomon Islands has experienced a period of strong economic growth.  In 2006, real GDP grew by 6.1 percent and has been reported to be more than 10 percent in 2007.  It is fair to say, therefore, that Solomon Islands is experiencing a mini economic boom.  The strong growth has also meant that government budgets have been fully funded for several years through strong internal revenue growth and national debt also brought under control.  This strong performance means we can now wisely prepare for tomorrow’s challenges.  There is one key challenge that we know we will face, with the economy transitioning from logging-based growth, to that which is much more broad-based.  It is very important that we meet this challenge.  If we do not, our economy and our fiscal position will decline significantly and our standard of living will decline.  

Over the last few years, our economy has flourished largely on investment and employment in the logging sector.  Many of our people have found jobs and income by working in this industry.  Many more have found jobs and income or business opportunities in industries that serve the logging industry.  The logging industry has been a strong base on which our economy has been able to grow over the last few years, which in turn led to a strengthening in government finances. 

Harvestable logs are fast running out.  In less than five years, we expect that the logging industry will no longer exist.  Only if our people have the capabilities to take up new opportunities, will we successfully meet this challenge.  Our people must take up new opportunities, to succeed in a new, flexible, and broad-based economy.  To sustain economic growth and strong government finances in the longer term, our nation must have a broader base of industries.  
Fisheries, tourism, oil palm, and mining are some of the industries that we know could flourish in this country.  However, we must get the conditions and environment right.  If we are able to do this, all Solomon Islanders will have the opportunity and potential to succeed in a diverse range of industries across the many islands of our nation.  The stronger revenue flows to the government from such success, will mean the government would be able to fund crucial services such as health, education and infrastructure. 

I am pleased to commend the government for its foresight in the development of the Government’s Medium Term Fiscal Strategy and the commitment to reform for economic growth in the Policy Statement.  We are directed to using the resources from today’s mini-economic boom to meet tomorrow’s challenges.  We must build enough flexibility into our economy to absorb the winds of change.  We cannot afford to squander what we have attained because, we will fall into economic decline and our people’s standard of living will diminish.  

I welcome also, the concerted efforts by the Government in the 2008 Budget, to pursue rural economic development in Solomon Islands, in particular the decision to more than double, the Solomon Islands Government direct contribution to the Development Budget.  It is crucial that the country spares no effort in the quest for attaining higher standard of living for all Solomon Islanders. 

MINISTRY OF WOMEN, YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S AFFAIRS 

“Our greatest failure in life comes when we lose sight of our goal.  Similarly, our greatest failure in the work that we do comes when we lose sight of the needs of our people, the majority being our women, youth and children”.

1.
Government’s Goal 
“To uphold and promote the rights of women, young people and children, through effective partnership and strong commitment, thereby creating equal opportunities for all to advance the well being of the nation”.

This essentially means that Government must continue to ensure that the needs and concerns of women, youth and children are placed at the centre of its planning and decision making. 

“Our vision must be”:- 

Our Children
By investing in our children, we shall ensure peaceful and rewarding present as well as future generations of Solomon Islanders who are healthy, happy and productive. 

Our Young People
We will recognize our young men and women as current and future resources and assets of Solomon Islands.  Therefore we will work to create and facilitate conditions that enable young people to actively participate in all aspects of nation building and development, including decision making at all levels. 

Our Women
We will empower women to enhance constructive and meaningful participation as equal partners in development. 

2.
Facts and Issues
Youth and Children
Youth and Children:  0-15 years represent 42% of our population 

    0-30 years represent 71% of our population. 

· Youth and children represent 71% [0-30 yrs] of the total Solomon Islands population, reflecting a very young population.  This is both a blessing and a curse.  Having a large young population means a guarantee to human resources in the future, but the potential for this resource is also highly dependent on how much the country is prepared to invest in them.  Whether Solomon Islands has capacity to accommodate the needs of this large young population is the question.  The majority of Solomon Islands population is also at reproductive age, hence the population is unlikely to stabilize in the next 20 or so years.  What does this mean for our development vision and mission?
· Many youths live in rural areas.  There is however, a large rural urban migration, compounding some of the issues youths are facing today, which include high unemployment rate; low self esteem; substance abuse; risky sexual practices resulting in teenage pregnancies; high rate of STI; prostitution; attempted suicides; juvenile delinquency and crime. 
· Children in Solomon Islands now face serious issues and problems that we must respond to.  Basic survival needs in some cases, are not met; children are not being guaranteed their right to education; and the legislative environment is not yet fully protective.  Abuse and exploitation by parents and guardians are sad realities in the lives of some children. 
· Responsibility for ensuring children’s rights for protection, survival, participation and development, are not fully met.  This rests with all members of the society, including the churches  and governments at national and provincial levels, and the community.
Women

· Women represent half of the Solomon Islands population.  This is a major resource that warrants proper development.  Women are also a marginalized group in Solomon Islands society.  Their needs and concerns often are overlooked, due to cultural influence. Women face barriers in areas of political life.  They remain subordinate to men in other areas such as participating in decision-making positions; access to and control over resources – even in matrilineal societies.  In income-generating activities, they are also not readily able to source micro-credit funding. 
· Rural women lack access to self-employment and general employment opportunities.  They lack means to generate income to support families; lack of access to banking facilities and infrastructure as well as absence of marketing outlets and information, which deny rural women, avenue for prosperity.  Illiteracy amongst women remains a major concern to the Government. 
· There have been marked improvements in the situation of women development through increased access to education at primary and secondary levels; increased access to health care, resulting in decrease in mortality rate among women and infant rate.  Women’s role and status has become a focus for improvement through the Ministry.  Solomon Islands is dependent on its women to work alongside their men to bring about positive change.  Government would thus be expected to place significant investment in Solomon Islands women.

3.
Government Priorities
The Government recognizes the importance to include the participation and engagement of women and youth in decision-making, as they have a crucial role to play in both family and nation building.  The Government will also ensure that the rights of children are protected. 

Government emphasis is on the following priority areas:-

Women: 

· Encourage women to be equal partners in the political, economic, social and cultural developments of this country;

· Assist church women groups, to proactively participate in economic development activities; 

· Encourage and ensure more women are trained in law, counseling, psychology, sociology and other non-welfare areas; 

· Introduce and implement legislation, embracing the functions of other Ministries [e.g. Police and Justice] to protect women and children, to enforce ratified international standards and conventions. 

Youth 
· The Ministry is committed to allocate funds in the annual budget, for the promotion of youth musical talents in both secular and gospel songs.  It will also promote other youth activities at provincial and constituency levels;

· Introduce National Youth Awards, to recognize special talents; inventions; and, efforts to promote and  facilitate national integration and unity, for exceptional quality leadership; 

· Encourage existing youth organizations [scouts, guides, church youth organizations etc) with appropriate assistance; 

· Establish a Youth Parliament in 2008. 

Children
· Children’s rights are acknowledged and promoted.  


It was once said, “We must hold our past sacred, but 


the future even more so”.   MWYCA will work to ensure 


the future is one in which women, youth and children 


are themselves held sacred and able to develop and 


contribute to the strength of this nation. 

MINISTRY OF POLICE, NATIONAL SECURITY AND  PRISON SERVICES
The Mission of the Solomon Islands Police Force is to work closely with the Community for a safe, peaceful and prosperous Solomon Islands.   Government believes that an efficient and effective Police Force is absolutely necessary, for national security, peace and stability.  The Solomon Islands Police Force provides policing, national security and defense, with fire fighting capability.  
The Solomon Islands Police Force is the nation’s only organized body capable of meeting a range of community policing; crime prevention, and detection; border protection; and civil defense requirements.  The Solomon Islands Police Force is also one of the most geographically spread out government agencies, being located in every province with 30 police stations outside Honiara.  The Government believes that the Solomon Islands Police Force is fundamental to the long term political, economic and domestic stability, prosperity and the peaceful future of Solomon Islands. 

The Government will take necessary measures to continue to professionalize and better-resource policing in the Solomon Islands, to match internationally recognized standards.  The Ministry will work with the Police Force, with valuable RAMSI assistance, to strengthen law and order in the country, and continue to develop SIPF capacity to promote community policing, particularly in rural areas, and to set up police posts in strategic locations in the Provinces. 

The Government’s commitment is to provide for the peace and security needs of Solomon Islanders.  Issues of SIPF infrastructure, housing, equipment and training are being addressed.  These needs are so great and beyond the capacity of the Government alone to address.  The Government would thus welcome necessary assistance from the donor community, especially in addressing the housing situation facing our police officers.  The new Police, Customs, Immigration and Quarantine Station at Kulitanai Bay in the Shortland Islands will soon be completed and opened.  This will provide valuable combined agency presence in the border region with Papua New Guinea’s Bougainville Autonomous Region.  Police housing in Naha, Atori and Malu’u are to be repaired or replaced.  Work has commenced to repair barracks in Yandina.  Plans are well advanced for housing to be constructed in Gizo and Auki.  The Government is committed to commence work in Marau Sound, Guadalcanal Province, to replace housing and the police station lost during the ethnic tension.  There is also much ongoing work being undertaken, to help maintain the existing housing stock around the Provinces. 

An effective and efficient Police Force is not just about buildings.  It is the members of the Police Force, who will lead its recovery and reformation into an improved Police Force that Solomon Islanders deserve.  In conjunction with the Australian Federal Police and the Australian Institute of Police Management, a five year leadership development program has been put in place, to help develop the future leaders of the SIPF.  The recruit training program has been reviewed and the Police Academy has been refurbished.  Training for police officers, is necessary to enable them provide quality police services required by the people. 

The capability of the Police Force will be enhanced.  Areas for specific ongoing development will include the capacity of the National Intelligence Unit, for professional and independent intelligence capability.  This will be done within the Constitutional and legal requirements to enhance professional policing development of this crucially important unit. 

The Government is also keen to build capability within the SIPF, to meet the operational risk requirement capable of responding to situations of urban violence, riots and large scale civil disorders.  Much work has been done to build within the Force this crucial capability.  The Government looks forward to more growth in this area. 

The Fire Service of the Solomon Islands is an important integral part of the SIPF.  The Government will finalize the site for a new Fire Station in Gizo to house the fire truck provided by the Australian Government and also complete the new Fire Station in Auki.  The Government is keen to further develop the urban fire service capability in Honiara, and will be seeking to commence work on a new Fire Service Headquarters during its term. 

The Police Force must do its work with professional integrity and ethical standards.  The Government will work with the Police Force to embrace the ethical standards agreed upon by the Pacific Islands Chiefs of Police in their “Future Directions in Pacific Policing”.

The Government is also committed to developing a Police Force capable of meeting the operational needs of our diverse and growing society.  A Combined Law Agencies Group has been established.  This Group is given the task of bringing together all Government agencies with enforcement role, to coordinate our efforts in ensuring our laws and the national sovereignty is protected. 

Crime prevention is a priority of the Government.  The Government is committed to working with the Police Force, to establish community policing to prevent crimes, as a key priority of the Police Force.  Everyone in Solomon Islands has a role to play, in making the nation a safe, peaceful and prosperous dwelling.  The Police Force, with the other Government agencies and the non-Government Organizations will enhance the cooperative working together in crime prevention and in helping our youths at risk. 

The Government reinforces its commitment to working with RAMSI and the aid donor countries, in rebuilding a professional, capable and operationally independent Police Force that all Solomon Islanders will be proud of.  The Government acknowledges its neighbors, who have so far committed so much to RAMSI and our nation.  The Government will work with our neighbors, to identify future strategies for the Police Force to address those unanswered questions about the future needs for policing, security and defense of the Solomon Islands. 

The Government will be addressing as a priority, the general welfare of prison officers throughout Solomon Islands, to ensure equitable provincial representation in recruitment of staff, and develop a prison service that meets international professional standards.  This will, in practice, involve a number of key measures.  

Firstly, there will be assistance for prison officers’ housing at Tetere Prison and in Honiara, which is crucial to further the capacity development of prison staff.  Secondly, the plans for the commissioning of new culturally appropriate provincial prisons at Auki and Gizo will be progressed.  Thirdly, strategies will be finalized and implemented for transition to the appointment of Solomon Islanders to key in-line positions, at the most senior levels.  This will involve a range of development programs at the Executive and middle management levels, for emerging leaders and will also involve the appointment of suitably qualified officers to senior posts.   
Finally, the new Correctional Services Act is yet to be promulgated and implemented.  The new Act will provide an outward looking correctional focus for the development of rehabilitative programs for prisoners being delivered through the community.  The legislation will also broaden the role of women and increase their employment opportunities in the prison service, by enabling them to undertake the same work as men, in the supervision of prisoners.  When the Act is proclaimed, the new organization will be named “Correctional Services of Solomon Islands”.  

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

With the current government coming into power in December2007, and the launch of its policy document and policy translation and implementation document in February 2007, the CNURA policies as they relate to justice are similar to the GCCG policy.  The CNURA Government policy on the justice sector comprises 10 policy outcomes.  The former GCCG also had 10 policy statements for the justice sector.

The Government’s policy outcomes for the Ministry are:- 

(a) Enhance the capacity of the Judiciary.

(b) Strengthen the court systems at various levels of society that has all the necessary support to effectively carry out its functions.

(c) Enhance the professional prosecutorial services in the law and justice sector that ensures all offenders, regardless of status and position are equally treated before the law.

(d) Properly resource and re-localize the law and justice sector that has the capacity to plan, budget and implement its development program.

(e) Chiefs and traditional leaders are recognized in the administration of justice at the local level, and in relation to custom and traditional norms and practices, including the revival of the native/local court system in the villages and wards.

(f) The Law Reform Commission to be well resourced to expedite law reform.

(g) Citizens and residents to have equitable and easy access to the legal and judicial services throughout the country.

(h) Efficient instruments, registration systems and services are in place.

(i) Alternative sentencing options are available for consideration.

(j) Adequate availability of trained lawyers, court and judicial personnel.

To achieve the above policy outcomes, the Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs will be pursuing the following:–

(a) Enhance the capacity of the Judiciary.

The Ministry in its policy will develop the guidelines to bring about the aims and objectives, which will address and implement the desired capacity and capability of the Judiciary.

(b)
Strengthen court systems at various levels of the society, to effectively carry out their functions.

The Ministry is desirous and determined to reinvigorate the Local Courts to effectively carry out their functions, through infrastructure development, training and appointment of new justices.  Other important improvements will involve the Public Solicitors Office, the Sheriffs department and the Magistrate Courts.

(c)
Enhance professional prosecutorial services in the Law and Justice Sector, that ensures all offenders regardless of status and position, are equally treated before the law.

The Ministry is committed to bring about necessary improvements in the prosecutorial services of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, by training and deploying highly qualified and experienced lawyers; and in law reform, more especially in criminal laws.

(d)
Properly resource and re-localize law and justice sector that has the capacity to plan, budget and implement its development program.


The Ministry will take stock of the justice infrastructures for refurbishment and new development of such houses.  IT infrastructures requirement would be funded and undertaken.  A corporate plan for 2008 to 2010 would be drawn up.  Improvements necessary for upgrading of the Attorney General’s Chambers and Director of Public Prosecutions Office would need Donor assistance.

(e) Chiefs and traditional leaders are recognized at the local level and in relation to kastom and traditional norms and practices, including the revival of the native/local court system in the villages and wards.

The Ministry, in recognizing the roles and functions of Chiefs and traditional leaders, in relation to kastom, traditional norms and practices, with their influence in society, will amend the Local Courts Act and improve on the draft Tribal Land Dispute Resolution Panel Bill.

(f) The Law Reform Commission should be well resourced to expedite law reform.

The Ministry will undertake to have the Commission well resourced; develop a corporate plan for the Commission; develop the research capacity of the Commission; and facilitate a review of all Acts of the UK, of general application, which apply in Solomon Islands since 1st January 1961.

(g)
Citizens and residents to have equitable and easy access to the Legal and Judicial Services, throughout the country.

We intend to do the following to achieve the above outcome:-

· Refurbishing of court houses in provincial centres, namely those in Auki, Gizo, Kirakira and Lata.  Auki should commence in 2008.   Kirakira and Lata may also commence in 2008 if funds are provided in the 2008 development budget.  Gizo should commence in 2009;

· Acquire land, and then develop plans and costing of suitable accommodation for the judiciary in Kiarkira, Lata, Gizo, Auki and Honiara.  Similar plans to be developed for other provincial centres as from 2009 onwards;

· Acquisition of land west of the High Court compound for future legal service offices, if funds are provided in the 2008 development budget; 

· Recruit court interpreters and establish court interpreter services;

· Develop and implement community outreach and education program for the Office of the DPP and Public Solicitor, on their roles and services, and on land issues for the Public Solicitor’s Office.

(h)
Efficient instruments, registration system and services are in place.

We intend to:-

· Recruit a Registrar General in 2008, and recruit to fill other vacant posts, to strengthen and re-invigorate the work of the Registrar General’s office;

· Provide essential equipment to strengthen the work of the Registrar General’s Office;

· Review the current processes and systems used in the registration of instruments, and develop processes and systems that are more effective, efficient but with minimal costs, and which are sustainable.

(i)
Alternative sentencing options available for considerations


We intend to:–

· Have the Law Reform Commission review the Penal Code and in so doing, will review the sentences in the Penal Code and provide other alternative to imprisonment, as part of the sentences available in Solomon Islands for those committing the various offences in the revised Penal Code.

· Revitalize the probation services, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health as a form of alternative sentencing for Solomon Islands;

· Have the offices of the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Office of the Public Solicitor, the Office of the Attorney General and the Judiciary to contribute to ideas and proposals for alternative forms of sentencing, towards the work of the Law Reform Commission in the review of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code in 2008.

(j)
Adequate availability of trained lawyers, court and judicial 
personnel.


We intend to:–

· Develop and implement a Ministry-wide Human Resources Development Plan in 2008 to meet the sector’s medium term capability needs;

· Review lawyers’ scheme of service, with the aim of retaining and attracting legal staff;

· Develop a scheme of service for magistrates’;

· Review the effectiveness of the Graduate Lawyers’ scheme and revise to meet the schemes objectives or strategy to attract new lawyers into government service;

· Developing a government lawyers’ manpower plan, to meet the demands for lawyers and manpower requirements within government;

· Develop strategies and implement them to build the local capacity in the judiciary, like strengthening the continuing judicial education program of the judiciary, to develop the capacity of the courts and judicial personnel;

· Work with the Ministry of Public Service and Ministry of Education to have accurate projected local law graduates and postgraduates, including officers undertaking in-service training; and prioritize areas for scholarship, in legal drafting and legal policy and intellectual property law training, and training in specialized areas of the law.
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND METEOROLOGY

The intergovernmental Panel on Climate change (IPCC) observed that on a global scale; prosperity and human well being, depends on the productivity of the world’s ecosystems.

The Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement (CNURA) Government is aware of the IPCC observation and is also further aware that the country’s ecosystems are now under unprecedented pressure; and as a result of which pressure, prospect for sustainable development is under serious threat.

We know that sea-level is rising in Ontong Java, Sikaiana and in many of our small islands.  We see deforestation in the bigger islands of Isabel, Makira, Choiseul and the New Georgia Group.  We see coral bleaching in many parts of the country.  We have experienced regular change in weather patterns and frequent natural disasters in the past decade.

These common occurrences point to the fact that national prosperity, sustainable livelihood and improvement in the well being for Solomon Islanders, in the near future will come under enormous pressure.  Not to mention the fact that we have one of the highest population growth rates in the world.

Furthermore, all lawmakers in this Honorable Chamber need also be reminded of the fundamental fact that in this contemporary world of the 21st century, we are facing two great evils of (1) terrorism; and (2) climate change.

The CNURA Government, on realization the challenges we now face, wish to improve the quality of life of all Solomon Islanders.  We need to mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change, through the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Meteorology.

The vision of the MECM is to become a leading national authority that sets the national environmental agenda, which promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development, and serves as an authoritative advocate for the national environment.

I learn with profound gratitude that consistent with global commitments, the CNURA Government has formally created a Climate Change Division in the Ministry.  I am glad to note that the overarching objective of the Division, according to the Ministry’s Corporate Plan 2008-2010, is to strengthen the ability of the country to integrate climate change responses into national development processes.

I have said that the occurrences of climate change and the effects of sea level rise are indisputably known to Solomon Islanders.  Despite the widespread occurrence of sea level rise and common knowledge of its effects on livelihood, I am sad to respectfully observe that all succeeding previous Governments paid little attention, and have not been able to advance programs on climate change mitigation and adaptation.

I further learn with most profound gratitude that the CNURA Government is committed to include Climate Change as a key chapter in its Medium Term Development Strategy and National Development Plan.  This is welcome story in the development planning process of the country.

As a show of serious commitment to the development of our beloved country, let me applaud the thoughtful efforts of the Minister for Environment, Conservation and Meteorology for securing a Multi Stakeholder Approach, to oversee the implementation of programs and projects of the Ministry.  I have every reason to believe that with efficient and effective partnership, would come transparency.  More transparency leads to zero corruption.

The in-built mechanism for combating corruption and improving service delivery is a welcome story, introduced by the hard-working Honorable Minister for the MECM in the CNURA Government.  I commend that the Multi-Stakeholder approach would promote relevancy and responsiveness of Public Service to the needs of Solomon Islanders.  I also commend the Ministry and its stakeholders for an efficient, effective and fruitful partnership, as they tackle the daunting challenges of tomorrow.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND EXTERNAL TRADE

In the light of the globalization and other related issues, with the realization of a global village, the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement, will conduct its foreign relations in a mature and pragmatic manner, guided by the philosophy of “friend to all and enemy to none”.  The Government will ensure that Solomon Islands derives real benefits from functional co-operations.   We are also committed to be instrumental in deriving benefits from our multilateral and bilateral co-operations with other countries and organizations.

The Government will improve its internal and external capacities and expertise, to enhance its foreign policy objectives and functions, in the global arena.

Given the fast depletion of our forestry resources, the Government will adopt a foreign policy that focuses on the construction of a strong alliance, by treaty between the nations which own the seven richest fishing grounds of the Central Pacific.  Such an alliance would set conditions for access to the combined Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of the member countries, and strengthen the position of the individual countries when dealing with the Distant Water Fishing Nations.

MINISTRY OF LANDS, HOUSING AND SURVEY
The Government recognizes the importance of land to development, thus it will maintain and continue with land reform and explore options that would allow landowners to use land as an asset, for investment and economic growth.  The Government will use the lessons learnt from the East Malaita Pilot project, to develop a more appropriate and cost-effective system, to mobilize customary land for development, under a practical legal framework for recording and registering tribal ownership of land.  The Government appreciates that this will require adequate trained manpower, to work with local communities, and endowed with the aptitude to deal with traditional institutions, local customs and the dynamics of oral knowledge, pertaining to land ownership.  

I am pleased to say that the Government has committed funds to kick start the process of recruiting provincial based staff, for the nine provinces, in this year’s manpower budget.  They will undertake this specialist task.  This is only but a portion of the bulk of the work, which needs to be done, in collaboration with provincial authorities. 

The Government is committed to formulate a land use development policy for all undeveloped alienated lands, for the benefit of all original landowners.  That will involve consultations with all stakeholders and will take into account the results of a more thorough investigation, to be made on the original deeds of conveyances. 

The Government places great emphasis on efficiency and effectiveness, on processes surrounding land dealings, if development is to be positive and equitable, as well as beneficial to Solomon Islanders.  As a result of this, one of its policy goals is that, all land dealings are fair; transparent; impartial and according to appropriate and relevant laws, and that the service provided by the Ministry is customer focused, effective and efficient.  In this vein, government plans to establish a Commission of Inquiry, to enquire into land acquisitions on Guadalcanal.

Furthermore, it will endeavor through the relevant agencies of Government, to work towards developing within the Service, a culture for efficient and effective land dealings that are based on consultative, fair, transparent and timely processes.  It is most pleasing to say that our development partners have indicated a willingness to come along side us, and assist in strengthening our Land Administration Agency, to improve its delivery, on the core functions, through a network of national and provincial land offices. 

Work on a peri-urban policy on temporary occupational licenses [TOL], is an on-going program for the government, for which $2.4million is earmarked in this year’s development budget to implement the policy.  Clear implementation program and work plans have been prepared by the Ministry.  Much of the surveying and valuation work will be outsourced to private providers and strictly adhere to SIG financial instructions and procedures, for tendering out such works. 

The Government as part of its overarching policy objective is committed to see the enforcement of existing legislation, in relation to undeveloped crown land, to be returned after 18 months for reallocation.  Development on crown land, in urban areas must not be seen to be stifled by private land speculation.  In this connection, government through the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Survey will be working towards reinstating the “Site Development Fund” as a favored option, to curtail the current practice and restore credibility and fairness, in urban land allocation, through a Lands Tender Board. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS
Honourable Speaker, allow me to raise a sentiment here.  Honorable Members of Parliament before making my concluding remarks please permit me to register my profound displeasure over a very serious negligence of duty by Permanent Secretaries.  I was given a 67 pages draft speech on Wednesday 12th March 2008 with the expectation that I should condense or reduce the draft to the content now before the Legislature to my dissatisfaction. 


Certain Permanent Secretaries have not made their submissions to Cabinet Office thus their ministries do not appear in the speech.  The Government House, may I humbly submit is not the place where Permanent Secretaries should give their incomplete work to be done by the Governor General and staff.  It is rather sad and rather unfortunate to have to convey my grave disappointment by Permanent Secretaries so that they know that they are chief executives of Her Majesty’s public administration.  May I now draw to a close with my concluding remarks.  

Ladies and gentlemen, in concluding, may I respectfully remind us of what I said to the Nation, upon delivering my speech from the throne, in these chambers on 2nd October 2006.  I said then, and may I humbly resound that, “We now have the opportunity to turn this country around”, for the better of all of us who regards Solomon Islands our home.  Today, I have been highlighting either directly or indirectly, some of the problems that persist with us, as a people, and outlined to all of us, to hear, and see the government’s positive approach to resolving our problems.  I look forward with enormous confidence to the future.  Together, we can collectively make positive contribution to develop our Nation, Solomon Islands.  
At this juncture, I would like to thank our kind donor partners, most profoundly, for their continuous assistance to us, in particular to RAMSI for its formidable good work.  To all our leaders in the villages, communities, churches, provinces and the government of Solomon Islands, our people wish to applaud you, and to thank you for your unfailing support, prayers and encouragement.  May I sincerely appeal yet again to all of us to work together in order to strengthen peace and unity in a collective effort, and to make the Solomon Islands strong and free.  We must take pride in our various achievements, but with humility before the living God.

Hon Speaker, may God richly bless this distinguished and honorable Legislature, all our people and our Nation Solomon Islands.  Ladies and gentlemen I thank you most profoundly. 
Mr Speaker:  Honourable Members of Parliament, His Excellency the Governor General and the Chief Justice will now leave the Chamber.  May I now ask us to rise.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Mr Speaker: Before I adjourn the House I would like to give my personal appreciative remarks to the House.  Firstly, I wish to convey my acknowledgment and appreciation to you my colleague Members of Parliament for your confidence in me in electing me as the Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament.  I accept this appointment as national obligation with honor and humility in knowing that the parliamentary responsibility of a Deputy Speaker requires the leadership of sanity and impartiality.  


Secondly to preside over this Seventh Meeting for the first time in the place of the respectable Speaker who is away on medical reasons indeed will need all Members of Parliament’s understanding and patience in order for us to make this meeting achieve its goals and intentions.  I trust that such expectations shall be forthcoming in the course of this Parliament Meeting.  Furthermore, I have confidence in the Attorney General, the Deputy Clerk and her staff to see this Meeting through in accordance with the Standing Orders and other related regulations.  Lastly on behalf of my people of North West Choiseul and my family, I thank both sides of the House for your support. 


In closing I wish to remind us all that this Parliament belongs to the people we represent in Solomon Islands.  They need us and we need them.  As national leaders we are here to lead and to serve our nation and its people.  May God bless Solomon Islands.  

The House adjourned at 2.30 pm
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