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PARLIAMENT OF SOLOMON ISLANDS

DAILY HANSARD

WEDNESDAY 19TH MARCH 2008
SEVENTH MEETING

EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

SUGGESTED CORRECTIONS MUST BE MADE 
AND RETURNED TO HANSARD OFFICE
(ISSUED SUBJECT TO CORRECTION UPON REVISION)

WEDNESDAY 19TH MARCH 2008

The Acting Speaker, Hon. Clement Kengava took the Chair at 9.30 am.

Prayers.

ATTENDANCE

At prayers, all were present with the exception of the Ministers for Development Planning & Aid Coordination, Foreign Affairs & External Trade, Energy, Mines & Rural Electrification, National Unity, Reconciliation & Peace, Environment, Conservation and Meteorology, Police, National Security & Correctional Service, Infrastructure Development and the Members for South Choiseul, West New Georgia/Vona Vona, West Guadalcanal, East Honiara, Central Makira, Ngella, South Vella La Vella, Temotu Nende, Temotu VATTU, North Guadalcanal, Shortlands,and North West Guadalcanal.
MOTIONS
(Debate continues.)

Hon PACHA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker for giving me the floor.  I rise to contribute briefly, first of all, by thanking His Excellency, the Governor General, for a lengthy but a well-thought Speech from the Throne.  

I, too, like others who have spoken before me, would like to openly express disappointment that despite my ministry’s submission towards this Speech, very little has been said about current activities under my Ministry.  If this was an omission on the part of those compiling the speech, I hope it could be rectified.  


I also wish to take this opportunity to congratulate your election as Deputy Speaker.  Such an appointment is truly reflective of a man who has the confidence of this House.  I acknowledge your experience and capability in carrying out your duties.  
I also wish to acknowledge the opening ceremony of this Parliament, in particular the moving moment in the exchange of traditional shell money between the Prime Minister and the Leader of Opposition.  That single moment is a symbol of peace and unity advanced by the highest leaders of this country.  It is a living manifestation for the people of Solomon Islands, an act of reconciliation that can be singled out as encouragement to the peace and reconciliation process for this country.  I say this with genuineness and value the ceremony that is attached to our culture and customs. 
As one of those who has already planned and undertaken a reconciliation ceremony for my constituency of South Guadalcanal, I am confident to say that what we have witnessed is truly an example we can adopt.  Having said that, Mr Speaker, it would be injustice of me if I do not reciprocate the direct demeaning comments made against my person by my colleague MP for West Makira who was the former Minister for Provincial Government.  By conventional standards, it may be a slip of tongue but such words when uttered on the floor of Parliament must be defended for the purpose of putting the records right, not only for honorable Members of this House but for the public as well as my constituents.  
Being a first timer in Parliament I was indeed very surprised that there are Members of this House who claim experience in politics to say it is God given wisdom and think they can make comments to suit their taste.  While being disappointed I was consoled by the fact that empty gongs make a lot of noise.  Hence such comments only draw conclusion that my Honorable colleague is a very frustrated man who needs some counseling.  


His argument yesterday seems to say that the provinces are having problems. Far from it, Mr Speaker, defections and motions of no confidence at the provincial level are normal political phenomena.  Every leader, including my colleague from West Makira is under constant scrutiny by their electorates, and in the same manner leaders of this Parliament and the provinces expect no difference.  That is part and parcel of the Solomon Islands politics, and for the West Makira MP to claim he has maintained control over this during his time is an act of ignorance.  I can only condemn his direct implication that I am incapable especially as a very senior politician and a former public servant.
Mr Speaker:  Point of order, Minister.  Can you withdraw the word ignorance, please?

Hon Pacha:  I withdraw it but it is good enough that I have already said it.  
I can only say that he could have been too long in the system to realize that the system has advanced beyond his capability.  To prove this, the Provincial Government System, which came into force in 1981, has been criticized by many observers as lacking accountability with little or less autonomy and operating under the banner of decentralization with minimal devolution of functions.  If this is the case, how could anyone claim to hold control over Provincial Government unless he himself is responsible for suppression of their function? 
The MP for West Makira should realize that during his time the very same thing has happened and the same actions he may have resorted to will be made if circumstances are the same.  It was lucky that he did that to his own province.  It has not tried it in other provinces.  

I wish to further explain his criticism about my absence from the Ministry that this was due to illness which prompted my long leave of absence.  My Permanent Secretary was also taken ill and had to be absent at the same time.  But both of us are now back and we are operating normally.  
I can remember the West Makira MP during his time as a Minister has taken a number of weeks absence from the Ministry for purposes of securing his constituency ship, the MV Haurosi from Korea.  This absence was not in the interest of the Ministry.  On another important matter, I wish to remind my colleague for West Makira that I am still expecting him to return the office computers that were taken away by him when he left the office.  I think he is going to use the computers to set up his shipping office.  I am asking him on this floor of this House to return those computers, as of today.  He took with him those computers during his downfall in December.  

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I wish to appreciate comments already made by my colleagues on the other side of this House and also this side.  I know it may be difficult to accept these criticisms but I accept it. 


With that, I resume my seat.

Mr TOSIKA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for allowing me the floor to speak.  May I take this opportunity to join my honorable colleague, Members of Parliament to congratulate you as our newly elected Deputy Speaker of Parliament.  I wish to sincerely share my gratitude on behalf of the people of West Honiara Constituency.  
We indeed are very grateful and confident in the leadership role you have demonstrated in accepting this new responsibility.  

Mr Speaker, I wish to convey my appreciation to the honorable Prime Minister for incorporating at this Seventh Sitting of Parliament, the reconciliation and cultural welcome for His Excellency, organized by the people of Guadalcanal in which we have our two national leaders taking the humble step to reconcile.  I acknowledge and recognize that this symbolizes peace and unity as a meaning of our placement in this honorable House as leaders of this country.  These differences are things we want to see more of it happening, not by words but by deeds that translate into real ways that have meaning to our people in Solomon Islands.  I honor you our Prime Minister and salute my colleague, the Leader of Opposition for demonstrating leadership in this respect.

Mr Speaker, I wish to convey my sincere appreciation and acknowledgement to His Excellency, the Governor General for his patience and understanding in delivering the Speech from the Throne.  I appreciate the fact that he has taken the humility and tolerance to bear with us Members of Parliament and the government of the day, in particular for what we entail as our desired aspirations to be carried out in our program of actions as expressed by the two and half hours speech.  


I share the feeling as rightly expressed by His Excellency during his deliverance of the Speech that it would have been trimmed given the understanding that the appropriate responsible officers should have done their home work.  However, it is now perhaps recorded in history as the longest speech delivered from the throne of this Parliament.  


Mr Speaker, if I can be permitted further, I wish to share and reflect on the following observations, both on the Speech from the Throne and picking up some of the thoughts shared by my honorable colleagues in their presentations. 

There is a popular saying which was used on my pamphlets recently issued by the constituency office for the information of my constituency.  I quote: “if you want to know how a shoe fits, ask the person who is wearing it, not the one who made it” end of quote.  


The policies of the government are like the shoes used in this analogy.  Politicians represented by the government of the day make the policies, and our people are the ones who are going to wear them.  It is premature for us politicians here to make statement that our government is more serious because we have all the donors backing this.  We have an increase budgetary provision for the people.  The people will be our best judge to tell us how the shoes fit.  


Mr Speaker, in the former regime of the Grand Coalition for Change, one of the differences we want to make was to believe in ourselves, owning our country and being a united people of Solomon Islands by wanting to get our people involved and participate actively in governance.  Unfortunately, this is no longer the case anymore; as our very own leaders have denied their people by their decisions.  

Take a simple example, rural development was created a new ministry by the last regime with the introduction of CDO’s as the mechanism that connects directly the government to the people.  We have the national government, we have the provincial government, and unfortunately there was no governance at the community level.  The creation of CDOs was bridging and bringing the government right down to the people’s doorsteps.  It is a concern of the Grand Coalition that we want our people to feel the policies, and feel the concerns the government has for them.  


Unfortunately, I realize this year at a launching held at the IBS the rural development is created with the Department of Planning and Aid Coordination Unit and funded by EU, AUSAID and other partners.  What this means is take away our legitimate government and put donors to run the country.  I still cannot understand why people believe that Solomon Islands is a failed state.  So what, if we fail will we continue to fail?  It is a system we have inherited since the colonial era, which is like the shoe that does not fit.   


I am not saying that we do away with donors.  No, what I mean is for them to listen to the people who are wearing the shoes.  Leaders must feel their hearts; think their minds before we can truly speak their true voices.  

I believe it is now high time that we get involve and participate in our government because the government is the people’s government - the Government for the people and by the people.  People want development that is beneficial to their wider community, and not for a very few selective classes, as we note from experience.  Development is for the people especially those who are more socially and economically disadvantaged than others, putting people first centered to the new philosopher of the Bottom Approach that we have preached all along.  


Most development experts now realize that in order for development to create lasting impact it must be people centered.  The bottom up approach is a true development approach that this nation needs for the better future of our people.  

This type of development focuses attention on increasing opportunities for people to lead productive and satisfying lives.  
Whilst it is recognized that economic growth is an important means of achieving development, it seeks to share economic benefits with many people as possible.  This will truly address what was wrong for the last 30 years since independence.  

For the last 29 years people have just been spectators and do not actively participate in their government at all.  Indirectly, we are giving our pride to our people to benefit from us.  I believe when people get involved and participate to help design and make our country then we bring feelings of belonging to them, a sense of responsibility, resources are organized for the benefit of the wider community.  Now the Constituency Development Program is working with families and communities to look at addressing the very issues affecting our livelihoods.


Mr Speaker one of the things I wish to remind Parliament about is reconciliation.  The step taken by this government on reconciliation is reconciling only the top level.  What I want to see is reconciling the victims and the aggressors.  We have to start organizing ourselves and look into those areas.  These are the very people who are affected, who have lost their properties, who have lost the lives of their loved ones or their relatives.  They are people that we must ensure to reconcile them first before reconciling can be meaningful.  This is on our strategies and policy on reconciliation.


The other thing we must bear in mind is honesty.  Honesty and loyalty is part of our human existence, which most of us are lacking.  Some of us are not honest in our attitude and behavior.  We are not loyal at all.  We thought that by doing this and that, at the end we will benefit in some way, but loyalty and honesty is the cornerstone of stability in this country and this Parliament.  


With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat.

Hon LONAMEI:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing the floor of Parliament for the Member of Maringe/Kokota to briefly contribute to this motion moved by the Member for East Makira that “We, the National Parliament of Solomon Islands here assembled, beg leave to offer thanks for the Speech which has been addressed by you to Parliament on Monday 17th March 2008.”

Mr Speaker, before I talk on that I would like to join the Member for Savo/Russells and others who have thanked the people of Guadalcanal, especially the Premier, the Chiefs and people of Guadalcanal for the moving welcome and reconciliation ceremony prior to the opening of Parliament.  Mr Speaker, for us people of Isabel who live very simple humble lives, a people scared to fight, we are very much in favor of this moving ceremony.  We only wish that we could live always in such a life 
Secondly, Mr Speaker, I too would like to join other colleagues in congratulating you for your successful election to the office of the Deputy Speaker.  We look forward to the many challenges you will face and looking forward to your help to us Members of this House. 


Mr Speaker, I shall comment very briefly on speeches from the throne.  So far we have had two speeches from the throne during the life of this Parliament.  The first one was from the previous government and the second one is from this present government that we received on Monday.  

According to the Member of Savo/Russells and other colleague members, the 2½hrs speech by His Excellency, the Governor General is fitting and deserving of him to inform the nation or his children or his people as head of state of what the government is going to deliver to them.   

According to the Member for West Makira and others, the two and half hours speech is wasting the time of His Excellency the Governor General, it is belittling the Governor General’s status.  Some of you might share that idea by the MP for West Makira while others throughout our nation don’t know their position whether they support the MP for Savo/Russells or the MP for West Makira or are either confused.  

Mr Speaker, the Lent season now is exactly the same.  Some people last Sunday shouted “hosanna, hosanna to our King”.  But this Friday some will shout “crucify him, crucify him”.  Whilst others are not really sure - they are confused.  It will depend on where you stand.  It could be whether you stand and watch where the show is going making you understand or confused.  Some will shout ‘hosanna’, some will shout ‘crucify him’, and some are just confused.  I think that is happening here with the two speeches from the throne that we have already received in this Parliament.  

But, Mr Speaker, I think it is too early for us to make any judgment on this two and half hours speech to say it is too long, a waste of time, or its like this and day because he has just delivered the speech.  But we can make judgment already on the previous speech from the throne delivered last year, and which we also debated.  

As I have said earlier on, Mr Speaker, it will depend on where you stand to make judgment on that speech.  I will make judgment on the previous speech from the throne by the previous government in the context of Isabel.  
Mr Speaker, the Governor General visited Isabel during his state visit, and straight after that visit to Isabel His Excellency came and presented that speech from the throne last year.  We, in Isabel notified the Governor General of our dissatisfactions, of the things in our minds during that visit.  
When the Governor General presented his speech he assured us people of Isabel not to worry because the government of that time will be able to deliver the services our province wants.  Therefore, we have very high expectations at that time on the bottom up approach which the last government talked so much about.  

When the last budget came the development budget spelt out very clearly that Isabel Province will get $1million for the Gozururu to Buala road, $300,000 for doctors’ houses at Buala, $750,000 for cocoa and coconut rehabilitation, $500,000 for coffee, $800,000 for fisheries, $700,000 for reforestation, $33,000 for honey and $137,000 for indigenous vegetables.  We, in Isabel were very happy when the Governor General made that speech and after that he made that speech the budget was passed and so we have very high expectations.  

I even went and preached to the Premier and his executive that money is coming and so come and collect it, come and access those monies for our province.  Mr Speaker, the Premier and his delegation came over to Honiara because of those promises, they went straight to the Ministry of Provincial Government but the Minister of Provincial Government then told them off saying sorry there is nothing for Isabel Province because three of your Members of Parliament from Isabel were all in the Opposition Group, if they join the government funds will be given to the Province.

Mr Speaker, this is discriminatory, it really defeats the whole purpose of the speech from the throne which says that everyone of us are one, we all share what we have and then those projects were in the budget and passed.  We knew that something was coming for Isabel at that time but after the budget is passed nothing came, Isabel received nothing.  Mr Speaker, of all the projects in the development budgets promised for Isabel Province, nothing came to us because we might be on the wrong side of the House.  


Mr Speaker, I would judge whether a speech is useless, waste of time or meaningful from what it delivers.  I would be able to measure a speech in that context.  

With the present speech, Mr Speaker, my people of Isabel would still wonder whether it is going to be true for them this time round.  They are doubtful whether funds allocated for them in the development budget will be given to them.  They have doubts and are still wondering this time otherwise it is the same as last time.  They wonder whether this time because three of their MPs are now in government may be they are going to get something.  
My people will still be looking forward to this new Government led by Dr Derrick Sikua.  They will be able to judge this speech whether it is able to deliver the things it promises to them after the budget is passed and the CNURA Government implements its programs of action.  They will be able to make the judgment whether this two and half hours speech by the Governor General to the nation will come true or not after the term of this government.   
Mr Speaker, His Excellency is our symbol of unity.  There should be no discrimination.  Our symbol is unity - one Solomon Islands for all of us.  We hope and believe the CNURA Government will deliver services to all the provinces and not discriminate against another only favor one province above another. 
Mr Speaker, I believe the whole intention of the Governor General’s speech on Monday 17 March 2008 as outlined and shown to all of us Solomon Islanders, every province should equally receive the services by the government.
With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Mr VAHOE:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for permitting me to contribute briefly on the traditional speech from the throne moved by the MP for East Makira.  Mr Speaker, I would also like to join the other Honorable Members to thank this important traditional speech from the throne. 

Mr Speaker, following the lengthy speech from the throne as read page by page, I for one believes it is a sound, positive and political will of this present government policy to reach out to our rural people within the four corners of our nation.  

Mr Speaker, the traditional speech really unveils the government’s policy.  It gives assurance to our people.  It also reminds us to work together to build a better and prosperous Solomon Islands.  
Mr Speaker, I wish to appeal to all members in this House to collaborate and support each other as we are now approaching the end of our term in Parliament.  Mr Speaker, I think it is now time for us to work together.  It is enough of criticizing each other.  Because the moment we criticize each other we would not do anything good for our country.  

Mr Speaker, as rightfully said by my good friend, the Honorable MP for East Makira, it is very true that Solomon Islands is really experiencing influences of the outside world.  For example, global warming and sea rise which badly affects our smaller islands and the living of my people in Lord Howe.  The situation this time in our islands is quite scary, and if this issue of global warming and sea rise is not addressed properly by world leaders, I am not sure about the future of my people on where they are going to live.  

Mr Speaker, I would like to appeal to this present government to prioritize infrastructure projects needed by my people of Malaita Outer Islands such as sea wall to protect our islands from soil erosion.  
Mr Speaker, I would also like to appeal to this government to take serious and immediate action on difficult situations faced by my people at this point in time, especially to relocate my people under the government’s resettlement scheme on government unoccupied land within the eight (8) provinces of Solomon Islands.  

Mr Speaker, as I have said I will be brief before I sit down on behalf of my good people of Malaita Outer Islands, I support the motion.  Thank you.

Mr NE’E:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute briefly to the speech from the throne, as commonly known in this Parliament. 

First of all on behalf of me and the people of Central Honiara, we wish to congratulate you on your election to the office of the Deputy Speaker.  It is an honor to the people of your constituency and your province as a whole.  

May I now respond to the speech from the throne Mr Speaker.  The speech itself seems to be too long, however, the Minister of Forestry has convinced me that it does not leave any stone unturned, and so I am convinced.  

A speech should only highlight the overview of government policies.  We have degraded the Governor General of Solomon Islands to deliver a speech that lasted two hours detailing all the divisional functions and program of actions in trying to reduce 65 pages to 50 pages.  This is an insult.  
Was the speech only been given to the Governor General or was it meant to be given to the Ministry of Finance or Ministry of Planning?  I say this because it contains a lot of things talked about by the Ministry of Planning and the Ministry of Finance.  

Mr Speaker, the speech itself is just a repetition of what the Grand Coalition for Change Government has in its 2006 – 2007 policy statement.  There is nothing new in the speech that anybody in Solomon Islands has never heard of.  The only new input into the government’s policy statement is the establishment of a climate change division in the Ministry of Environment.  And I wish to congratulate the Ministry of Environment for considering that seriously.  

The statement single outs sea level affecting our smaller islands nations like Ontong Java and Sikaiana.  I would like to call upon the Minister responsible to consider including resettlement scheme for the population of these smaller islands that are affected by the rising sea level.  In your 2008 to 2010 corporate plan, Mr Minister, could you please take note of that? 

I also wish to thank the Minister of Infrastructure for his commitment to roads in Honiara and the provinces.  We started it, so please continue to improve the existing roads.  

As I mentioned earlier on I will be brief.  Lastly but not the least I wish to touch on the Ministry of Finance and Treasury.  The Minister has highlighted in his statement that we are experiencing a period of strong economic growth from 6.1% to 10% and a strong internal revenue growth.  However, Mr Speaker, I fail to see the usual tenth that usually goes to churches in Solomon Islands.  What is happening?  Mr Speaker, was it an oversight?

I am sad to say that this government has a lot of prayer warriors, and I am surprised that the tenth to the churches has been forgotten in this program.  It might come up probably in the budget but please Minister of Finance take note of this.  

We always talk and read Bible verses in this Parliament.  Some of us stood up here and start preaching in this Parliament but we forgot our fundamental right of giving to churches in the country.  We have given the example of giving tenth to the churches, can we continue with that, Mr Speaker.
Since the budget has not yet been delivered by the Minister of Finance, the Opposition group and the Leader on this side of the House will watch out for that and we would like to see tenth to continue in our churches in the country  

As I have said with these few words, I support the motion.  Thank you.

Mr ZAMA:  First, Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to fits thank your self for you your election as the new Deputy Speaker.  On behalf of my chiefs, men, women and children of South New Georgia, Rendova, Tetepari, we would like to congratulate you on your election as Deputy Speaker.

Also at this point, Mr Speaker, I would like to acknowledge the appointment of the new Attorney General who is here with us.  I understand his appointment is on acting basis but he is one of the most qualified Solomon Islanders.  I would rather see the acting part removed very soon to be substantively appointed to the position in recognition of his experience and caliber.  

Mr Speaker, I would now like to thank the Honorable mover of the motion, the MP for East Makira for us to offer thanks to His Excellency, the Governor General for the address delivered to this Chamber two days ago.  

Mr Speaker, I was a little bit amused when that speech was delivered.  As usual I would like to acknowledge and register that I was one of the first few Members of Parliament to walk off this floor of Parliament.  This was registered in the Solomon Star and I could not hide how I feel about the speech, and I also feel very sorry for the Head of State.  In less than 30 minutes the Head of State maybe because of the pressure and the intensity of the speech, the 50 pages speech, more than two and half hours, finished two liters of water, two liters of water in less than 30 minutes.  He has admitted at the end that he doesn’t quite accept it.  

Mr Speaker, I just want to join my other colleagues who have spoken before in thanking His Excellency, the Head of State for that speech.  

Mr Speaker, I consider it a privilege to speak on this motion and to make some brief observations on the outline initiated by His Excellency, the Governor General in the speech.


Sir, it is occasional and not often that such a speech is delivered in Parliament, may be once in every four years but exceptional when a new government comes into power within a term as a result of either a vote of no confidence or natural causes as stipulated in the relevant provisions of our Constitution.


The speech, Mr Speaker, was made from the perspective of the Crown, outlining his Majesty’s Government important promises that His Majesty’s Government need to keep and achieve within its time frame of governance.  That is for the next 36 months or so.  


Sir, a fundamental obstacle in nation building is ignorance to the role one plays in participating in nation building.  This is not to say that the statement belittles the people of the country but rather an identification of a problem that hinders development and development propositions that are designed to help the country achieve tangible benefits.


In many instances, Mr Speaker, this ignorance can be attributed to the hierarchy’s lack of consultation with the people for the development propositions and plans, and other times the people found it difficult to understand their participatory role and thus in many cases fail to support development programs.  Examples, Mr Speaker, abound on these observations:

· International Airport at Munda

· The Bina Harbour

· Auluta Basin

· Tourism Resort in Savo and Russells, and
· Economic Centres in other Provinces

These propositions, Mr Speaker, were made some 10 years back and today we are continually seeking ways to have the people immediate in these areas to agree and resolve their differences to have these projects take off for the well being of all.

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, what I am trying to say here is that nation building is everyone’s business.  Whilst the speech outlines the promises of the government, it fails to include the call of the government to the people for their help and support - their participatory role that shall see the progress of our nation that we generally keen to speak about all the time in this Chamber.  The lack of recognition of the participatory role of the people in the speech obviously portrays psychology in the public mind that government is the only player in nation building.

Mr Speaker, this public philosophy is a fallacy that helped in the trickled down economy that we continue to perpetuate.  This public psychology will help the people expect that the government is all things for all men.  This is made obviously by the omission of the private sector in the speech.

The private sector is a part and parcel of nation building, and it is the engine room of both.  It would have been prudent that we assure them of our support and our various tasks we engaged in, in order to help them grow stronger. 

Yes, Mr Speaker, peace is the key to stability in our country, and I think we do all thirst for peace.  But peace can be made simple only if we all accept the message:  “My peace I give unto you”.  Yes, without peace there can be no reconciliation.  You can reconcile all you can but without peace it is meaningless.  Peace is a prerequisite for reconciliation, and peace starts in the heart of men, not in office buildings.

Finally Mr Speaker, I would like to say that the speech was very long.  It is the longest speech ever to be read by the Crown.  In our English literacy class in yesteryears we were usually required by our teachers to read one after another, a chapter in literacy.

Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all other colleagues who have contributed.  Since this is not a budget speech, I will live the number crunching when the time is right.  

On that note, Mr Speaker, as Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, I would like to inform the Prime Minister’s Office and all other line ministries and Ministers on notice that the Public Accounts Committee will be hard at work this year.  This is to ensure the oversight role and function of the Legislature is observed by the executive so that three arms of our constitution - the legislature, the executive and the judiciary are closely observed with respect.  

With that, Mr Speaker, on behalf of my people once again, thank you and congratulations.  God bless you. 

Mr SOALAOI:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to contribute to the motion moved by the Honorable Member for East Makira to thank the Governor General for the Speech from the Throne.


Firstly, Mr Speaker, I would like to congratulate you for becoming our new Deputy Speaker.  On behalf of my people I would like to congratulate and wish you success on that chair.  
Mr Speaker, I also take this opportunity to thank the Governor General for his endurance in delivering the speech.  Truly, Mr Speaker, the speech is historic in terms of its length.  But I think what we get out from the speech is what matters, as alluded to earlier yesterday by the Minister for Home Affairs.  I think we can all say that the historical nature of the speech is the fact that it is the first speech that has taken more than an hour to be delivered.  I think what we can get out from the speech and what can be accomplished is what really matters for the nation and for the people we represent.


Mr Speaker, I also take this time to thank the mover of the motion, the Member for East Makira on the Government’s behalf, and also for giving us the opportunity to contribute to the speech from the throne.  To me personally, the speech from the throne somehow maps out our journey for the next two years.  The fact is that we cannot go without a speech from the throne.  It is really an opportunity for the government to present to the people or for us to be able to see where we are going in the next two years.  
For us to accomplish those things, Mr Speaker, I think it is good for all leaders to know after hearing that speech does not only make us respond in all sorts of different ways, but it gives us the responsibility to deliver based on the speech from the throne.


Mr Speaker, I believe the speech from the throne is based on the policy framework of the government of the day.  The policy framework is basically a skeleton that gives us the boundaries on what we endeavor to achieve, and it is our duty as leaders and government to put some flesh to the skeleton and let our people benefit from what we have said we will do.  It will be a bonus for this Government to actually put flesh on the skeleton or the policy framework launched earlier on.


Mr Speaker, I believe a change of attitude is what we need at the moment.  What I mean, Mr Speaker, as leaders we need to realize that we need to work.  I am not saying this because we are not working but I believe if we have been working for the past 29 years and have achieved very little, we need to put more effort into our work and work to represent the people who voted us into Parliament.


Mr Speaker, it is not only us leaders but our public servants also need to be reminded that in order for us to accomplish what has been presented by His Excellency in the speech from the throne, we all need to put some efforts into working hard in ensuring that we deliver much needed services to people who live mainly in the rural areas.


It is obvious, Mr Speaker, if you determine to be the first person to arrive in the office in the morning, you will find out that the last person to arrive doesn’t necessarily a senior officer, even some junior officers come late as 10 o’clock or even 10.30 a.m.


Mr Speaker, I would like to urge all of us, especially the Ministers to see that Permanent Secretaries and all those below them improve on their attendance and attitude to work.  This will of course help us achieve what we endeavor and aspire to achieve for our people.


Mr Speaker, in Solomon Islands and also other Pacific Island countries, there is an attitude that we call “island attitude” where you see people taking their time to go from their home to work.  It is interesting to see people taking their time to go to work and then from work to home.  To go from office to home is as if you have been chased out of the office.  But to go from home to office you see people walk slowly as if there is nothing to do.  If you go to other countries like Australia you will see people rushing from their home to work in the morning and there is no time to talk with people in the morning because the first thing they want to do is get to their offices.


I believe we can develop and get out of where we are at the moment if we change our attitudes towards our work and in fulfilling our responsibilities.


Mr Speaker, another area I want to briefly speak on this morning, which is also part of the speech from the throne, is the area of unsustainable harvesting of resources.  Mr Speaker, we heard that in about five year’s time our forestry resources will not be commercially viable for export.  Mr Speaker, I believe the reason we are harvesting our resources unsustainably is a direct result of the absence of a broad based economy.  

Mr Speaker, if we only rely on forestry and fisheries for our revenue, then we will over harvest those two resources.  But if we endeavor to introduce new commercial commodities then that will spread the base of our economy and we will be earning income from a number of resources we have in the country.

I believe Solomon Islands, is a country that is blessed with natural resources, and there is no need to only concentrate on two resources for our revenue.  I believe there are other resources that have huge potentials that can be developed to once again revive our once vibrant economy. 

It is a sad thing, Mr Speaker, to note or to learn from yesterday that our economy was once upon a time a vibrant economy.  At that time I was still a kid and so I did not know that.  It is sad for me when I learn about this yesterday.  We used to have a very strong economy.  I think we can easily go back to that once we endeavor to broaden the base of our economy and make use of the enormous amount of resources we have in the country.

Mr Speaker, I guess the challenge for us leaders is to come up with innovative ways to try and earn revenue from other sources, and not only rely on forestry which is fast depleting and also fisheries resources which we find challenging sometimes to make use of.  
A good example was when we try to export some dolphins we had a very bad experience that whilst we want to earn much needed revenue from resources in our seas there are other obstacles that we might come across.  Mr Speaker, I guess we can go away with that once we spread out the areas we get our revenue from.

I have all the confidence that this Government will endeavor to do that.  I have all the confidence in Government accomplishing what it said it wanted to do and our people’s only hope is that we deliver what we have said in our policies and in our programs.

Having said that, Mr Speaker, I am convinced in my heart this government is in a position to deliver to the nation in the next two years.  I have all the confidence in our new executive that we will do our best to support and provide advice whenever needed.
The other area, Mr Speaker, I would like to make special mention of is the area of women, youth and children.  His Excellency spent some good time in the Ministry of Women, Youth and Children.  Mr Speaker, I believe all of us will agree that our women, our youth and our children are our hope for the future.  But when you look around and see us here, our age is catching up and the only hope we have in this country are our women, our youth and our children.  Our youth will eventually become the manpower for this country and thereafter our children and our women have the ability to continue reproduce to give us the much needed manpower we need.

Mr Speaker, I note with special attention that the Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs is a ministry not established by mistake but God intended us leaders to realize that in order for us to maintain the status of this country for future generations to enjoy, we have to look after our women, our children and our youths.  

If I can reiterate once again the way I see it, our women, our youth and our children, is our only hope for the future.  Sometimes, Mr Speaker, if we do not attend to this group properly they resort to behaviors and attitudes not acceptable to the societies we come from.  
Sir, I would like to thank the Government for seeing it very appropriate to include more activities for the Ministry of Women, Youth and Children this year.  I think it is time for us to start to indoctrinate our youths and our children with decent thoughts.

Mr Speaker, just look at the ways our youths have been exposed to all sorts of things.  Today we are faced with a very dangerous scenario whereby our youths have been exposed to seeing things that are not decent, hearing things that are not decent and even entertaining indecent thoughts that will eventually breed citizens who are not useful and peaceful.

Mr Speaker, we all want to see our youths become useful and peaceful citizens of this country, and so it is our responsibility as leaders to help our young people realize their potentials in contributing to the overall development of Solomon Islands.

As we have just heard, Mr Speaker, development is not only for leaders but development is everybody’s responsibility.  Once we help our people ensure they realize their potentials to contribute, we will have meaningful development for this country.

Mr Speaker, the other thing I want to just briefly contribute or thank the government for is the mention of the state government system.  Mr Speaker, I believe all of us still hold the strong belief that we all want that system to come into existence.  But I think there are also other important questions that we will need to answer before we get there.

Sometimes we might want to think if we go into the state government system can we hold ourselves together as one country under that system given the problems we are facing under the current system, and also the fact that wanting a new system can we still remain a country under it.
You see, we have problems in our own provinces.  Even down in the constituencies we have problems that are different and unique to each other.  It is a challenge for us leaders to ensure our people continue to look at this country as a united country regardless of whatever system of government we might go into.

Mr Speaker, I am talking as the Chairman of the Constitutional Review Committee.  It is a big question because we do not want to put ourselves into trouble.  I think we better prepare now than to find out later going into another system that will never work but create more problem for ourselves.

The issue of state government, Mr Speaker, is very important as it is also part of the Townsville Peace Agreement.  It is part of the demand of the people of Guadalcanal, and not only people from Guadalcanal but I understand that other provinces that are also very vocal about that system are the Western Province and Temotu Province.  These provinces also talked about something of a similar nature. 

The question, Mr Speaker, is can we hold together under that new system?  That is an important question we need to answer.  Or are we heading into the direction that will allow us to split into different countries.  That is the last thing we want to expect from this system, Mr Speaker. 

By way of concluding Mr Speaker, let me say that we are now 30 years old and our development strategies can only be meaningful if all of us are seen as active partners in the overall development of this country.  Let us walk and talk as leaders.  I think it is time to live by our motto which says “to lead is to serve”.
Mr Speaker, in most cultures turning 30 years old is the time to begin acting as a mature person.  Having said that, Mr Speaker, Solomon Islands is now a mature country, and therefore it can no longer be referred to as a new nation or a young nation.  It is now time for this country to see itself as a mature nation and therefore it must do something to show itself as a mature country.

Mr Speaker, I believe I have said a lot of things which might be irritating to some of your eyes, but I believe it is good for us to realize that this country is going to be 30 years this year.  I am also around 30 years old and I am beginning to realize that it is time for me to work as a mature person.  I am urging all of us here to work.  That is the point I want to stress here.  There is need for us to start working.  Let us not leave it to others and say it is the work of the boss or it is the Minister’s work.  We must know that it is the work of all of us.  Even backbenchers need to know that we have the responsibility to play our part in the overall development of this country.  

Having said that, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank you once again for this opportunity to contribute to the speech.  I also would like to once again congratulate you and thank you for accepting the challenge to be our new Deputy Speaker.  Since our substantive Speaker is out of the country you will never know Mr Speaker, you might end up having to sit all through this Meeting, and I so want to wish you well.  Thank you, and I support the motion

(applause)

Hon TOM:  Mr Speaker, and colleague Members of Parliament, like others who have taken the floor, I wish to join them to congratulate you on your success, and especially for accepting this very important responsibility as Deputy Speaker of this Honorable House.  Agreeing to fulfill such a prominent but humble responsibility shows a person of great courage and integrity, and for this I am immensely proud.


I wish also to take this opportunity to congratulate and convey my sincere appreciation to his Excellency, the Governor General of Solomon Islands, Sir Nathaniel Waena for such an eloquent, inspiring and thought provoking speech from the throne.  

Indeed, Mr Speaker, never once before has such a speech embraced in great detail the situation of our women, youth and children.  Never once has their need for their integration into the centre of our planning and decision making been so powerfully articulated.  Never once has the message for unity and partnership building to realize and fulfill the visions of our women, youth and children been so passively expressed.  


I applaud His Excellency for being so courageous in expressing his feelings on quite delicate areas that are culturally sensitive and yet carry also the need for serious attention.  Indeed, Mr Speaker, there is no denying that Solomon Islands faces a time bomb if we turn a blind eye to the needs of our women, youth and children.


Mr Speaker, what moved me even more is that the speech was a success story in itself.  It provides this nation with hope.  Hope that we can better our lot.  That we can and do have a future - a future that is promising and rewarding and one that we can all look towards with confidence and pride. 


Yes, indeed, Mr Speaker, we have been presented with a well thought out plan and vision that we must all unite together to accomplish this because to ignore this fundamental need to unite for nation building is denying the country its vision and hope cherished for so long.


Mr Speaker, the people of Guadalcanal rose to a challenge that many of us would have been reserved about undertaking.  Their acceptance and bravery in shouldering such an important responsibility demonstrates the seriousness that the people of Guadalcanal attach to their need for national unity, reconciliation and peace.  

It is based on that sentiment, Mr Speaker, that I wish also to join the other honorable Members of Parliament, to thank and congratulate the Premier of Guadalcanal Province and his executive, the chiefs, elders and the good people of Guadalcanal Province for the very moving and solemn traditional welcome ceremony that we had the wonderful privilege of witnessing and being a part of.  Through the simple gesture this nation gained much more than it could have hoped for.  In that short span of time we achieved much more in our peace building efforts than what we could have gained in many more years.


The message, Mr Speaker, is clear and simple.  This building is a shared responsibility.  This building is not about the imposition of solutions but the creation of space within which our own people can identify problems and formulate their own solutions.  Only then can peace be seen to be meaningful to our people.  In this regard, we must also ensure that our planning is contextualized so as to bring real and meaningful peace to Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, the need to identify and recognize the values of peace building need not be over emphasized.  And in this respect, Mr Speaker, we must appreciate and realize that gender equality, empowerment of our youth and protection of the rights of our children are conditions for a peaceful and just society.


At this juncture, I wish to salute the women who took an active and crucial role in the ceremony.  In their simple world this is what they know best in ensuring that there is peace in the home, that there is peace in the community and that there is peace in the nation.


I am noting from His Excellency’s address.  I need not stretch more the need for us to ensure we are clear on the definition of peace.  When we talk about peace what do we really mean?  Peace, Mr Speaker, cannot be achieved through a single process neither can it be seen from a single lens.  In this respect, Mr Speaker, we ought to take time to recognize the mainstream of conflict sensitively into our planning and decision-making which is essential to the sustainability of the peace process and the full realization of peace across all sectors and sections of our communities.  Hence we must appreciate that there is no singular peace process but rather a multiple process.  Our challenge is really to understand this complexity to be able to focus our planning more appropriately at all levels of peace building and reconstruction.


Mr Speaker, we heard from His Excellency’s address on the situation of our women, youth and children.  The picture did not look that encouraging but these are the sad and harsh realities we are facing today.  For many of our women, youth and children, this is simply the world that they see and live in.  Domestic violence, child abuse, substance abuse, high unemployment rate, risky sexual practices, attempt suicide and crime are but some of the problems our women, youth and children are facing today.


Mr Speaker, what more can they ask for?  More than three quarters of this country’s population are denied a future which they have every right to enjoy.  What message is this sending to us?  What is the responsibility of Members of Parliament?  What legacy do we want to live our children and grandchildren?  Being marginalized in a society that claims to value its people does not speak well of its leaders.  


Mr Speaker, the challenge for us now is to make sure that what we have planned is driven with a rejuvenating positive attitude to ensure:

· that we place more investment in our children  
· that we recognize our young men and women as current and future resources and assets of this nation, and
· that we empower our women to enhance constructive and meaningful participation as equal partners in development.  

Only then can we claim ourselves to be a nation that is God fearing, just, prosperous and peaceful.  


Mr Speaker, my Ministry of Women, Youth and Children Affairs is ever more determined to work in partnership with its partners and stakeholders to realize the Government’s policy goals and objectives.  The Ministry is mindful of its limited capacity but realizes that its strength lies in its partnership with its partners and stakeholders both within and outside of the government.


My Ministry is therefore confident it will do its best to ensure that the government’s policy goal to uphold and promote the rights of women, youth, people and children through effective partnership and strong commitment thereby creating equal opportunities for all to advance the well being of this nation is promoted and that effective strategies to realize this goal are carried out diligently and seriously.


Mr Speaker, we can choose to make or break this nation, and we can choose to deny or give this country hope.  But there is one thing we cannot choose, and that is in the eyes of our Almighty God we are all equal.  Being equal, Mr Speaker, must mean putting our women, men, youth and children first and at the centre of our planning and decision making.


Mr Speaker, I support this motion.

Hon TOZAKA:  Mr Speaker, I would like to join my honorable colleagues to make some very general comments about the speech from the throne by His Excellency the Governor General through this motion moved by the Member of Parliament for East Makira to thank his Excellency on our behalf.  

Sir, allow me to first of all record at the outset my profound gratitude to his Excellency for sparing his time in his commitment to be part of us at this high office to deliver the speech on behalf of the government.

Allow me also, Sir, on behalf of my people of North Vella to congratulate you for your successful election to the office of the Deputy Speaker of National Parliament.  Sir, it is fitting that the engagement appropriately recognizes your ability and experience.  I also share with other honorable colleagues that we can all look forward to a successful meeting.


Allow me also, Mr Speaker, to join other honorable colleagues who have already spoken to thank your office for organizing and facilitating this traditional ceremony from the Royal Solomon Islands Police, the representatives of Guadalcanal Provincial Assembly, the executive, chiefs, elders, women, youth, which I believe and heard is a new initiative for us.  It also bears great meaning and recognition, like others who have already spoken earlier, of our traditional values and system, especially the moving tradition on the action of reconciliation and peace in the exchange of shell money by the Honorable Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition.


Mr Speaker, according to Vella custom, which I believe is the same with others is that when this traditional money walks across and exchanged between two people or parties, it means the past is gone and a new relationship, a new friendship, a new beginning starts.  I believe with all my heart that is achieved with the exchange of gifts.  I congratulate both of them for that.

Mr Speaker, turning to the speech from the throne, beside the speech, like others who have already spoken, being formal a and traditional, it is basically to introduce the government’s policies and programs of action of the various ministries and other authorities representing Her Majesty’s Government.


Mr Speaker, one commitment of the CNURA Government, which is also the same with the previous GCC Government, is to try as much as possible through the universally acceptable norms, values and customs, transparency and accountability.


Mr Speaker, the speech presented by His Excellency might have been overdone.  But on the other hand it is very good.  It only reminds us that what is in the speech, as the Honorable Member of Parliament for Savo/Russells, and Minister for Forest has alluded to is that it contains the policies and programs related to the projects and activities that kept appearing in our policies since we came into power.


In other words, Mr Speaker, it reminds us that our customs are very good in coming up with the policies.  We are very good and very capable in identifying problems and issues.  That is very good and I applause this responsibility.  But one thing I find very difficult is implementing of the policies.  That is an area that the whole house of this honorable house, both sides of this house, need to concentrate on.  And that is what is in the speech.  

I say this, Mr Speaker, because if you put this speech under the microscope of the CNURA Government and the GCC Government, you will find that what we are talking about is similar.  There are commonalities in our programs and policies.  What does that mean?  Is it the question of lack of money?  We do not have money and therefore we are unable to implement the policies?  Is it the question of needing more land?  Is it the question of infrastructure?  Is it the question of manpower?  These are the things that come to my mind, Mr Speaker, when I look at this.  Or is it something more than that?  
As the Member for Vattu has identified, I think one of the difficulties is our attitudes, our commitment and our dedication in implementing those policies.

Mr Speaker, judging one another is not our responsibility.  That is the only thing we do not have the right in doing.  That is forbidden but I leave that to us, especially during this holy week when we must look at ourselves.  Self examination!  Looking at the speech, looking at outstanding matters that we have not completed, and in our case, we are leaders of our respective constituencies and our respective people, what can we do for our people?
I am very excited at this point in time, Sir, it is an exciting time in Solomon Islands.  The harvest is ready and I am very glad that there are two fundamental things that we need to move it, and the yardstick I see is on our side here.  The first one is position, the second is finance and the third is time.  These three are on our side now.  We have time, we have finance and we have position.  What else do we need Mr Speaker?  We only need to work together, put all our resources together and work united together to achieve our goals. 

I share with the colleague Member for West Makira who said yesterday that we ought to respect the Office of His Excellency the Governor General by avoiding the neutrality and impartiality status of that office.  We must try to avoid that office from public, political and even legal scrutiny.  It is very important.  I really support him on that point yesterday.  But circumstances and pressures that this office has been subjected to lately do not help me to maintain that integrity, to maintain that honorable status quo that we would want.  For example, Mr Speaker, we are supposed to have tabled the national budget last year.  We are supposed to have done that.  That is a normal thing under the constitution.  That is a normal thing the country knows that we are supposed to have done that but we did not.  We did not do it.  
We are supposed, Mr Speaker, not to have taken the decision of that office to court.  
I totally agree with the Leader of the Opposition when he challenged the speech from the throne that the speech from the throne should have been put in the process so that it goes through first reading, second reading, third reading and even fourth reading.  For what purpose?  For the purpose that this office is not questioned the integrity and respect attached to that office.  In other words, we allow this office to function on its own even if we have differences, even if there are some conflict of decisions between us and the office or between the executive and the office. 

I totally agree with the Leader of the Opposition too here that we should be doing it administratively, exhaust it there, and not to the courts.

Sir, 30 years in pubic administration, Mr Speaker, this is exactly what we have been doing in making sure this office remains.  We must defend the status of impartiality, neutrality and respect of this office in this country.  Therefore, sir, the 50 pages speech from the Throne represents the policies of the CNURA Government.  

My message from this speech is very simple and straightforward, and that is we collectively have a full plate of work in our hands to be done for our people and our country.  I am referring here, not only to this side of the house, the CNURA Government but I am also referring to the other side of the house.  We have indeed moved out from norms in the last two years by playing politics perhaps on issues that do not directly affect our people.  That is good, Mr Speaker, because that is the purpose of having the checks and balances.  Sir, we need to put our heads down to really work hard to implement the policies highlighted in the speech.


Mr Speaker, I am happy with the CNURA Government that upon taking office and responsibility, it did not sit down and wait for the budget to be passed.  It has already moved forward in implementing some of the policies.  Actions have already been taken by respective ministries on some of the things highlighted in the speech from the Throne.

Amongst the highlights of positive achievements, Mr Speaker, we have already heard from some ministers who have spoken of the fence mending of damaged relations, trust and confidence building with countries, organizations that we have diplomatic relations with and the agreements we have with them.  
I congratulate the CNURA Government and respective ministries for what you have done.  Since we came into office I am very happy because work has started and is going ahead now in the two provinces, Choiseul Province and Western Province that were affected by the tsunami and earthquake disaster last year.

Mr Speaker, I am not going to say anything about my Ministry now.  I am happy that I would be able to so in other avenues of our meeting.  I just want to assure the honorable house that we have done something since we came into office, may be not something big but just enough for the time we took office until this time.


In conclusion, Mr Speaker, the speech from the Throne in a nutshell has clear directions from the top down commanding and saying to us, could you please look at what you are carrying in your hands that you are supposed to implement for your people.  Can we use the time we have to collectively put our resources together, our skills together, our knowledge together, our identity, our attachment to our country, Solomon Islands putting together.  We are very capable of doing this, Mr Speaker.  I am 100 percent sure that we can address the policies and programs of actions of the government in the speech from the throne.

With these few words, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Mr BOSETO:  Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me this opportunity to share my brief contribution on the speech from the Throne delivered by His Excellency the Governor General in this honorable chamber.  


First, I also take this opportunity to thank His Excellency the Governor General for the speech from the Throne.  Although I also felt that the speech from the Throne was too long, however, I was able to identify and take note of certain issues, concerns and challenges which are raised, recognized and addressed by the CNURA Government.


Mr Speaker, may I also congratulate you for your appointment to the high office of Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.  May the wisdom of our God the Almighty guide and enable you to maintain the honorability and integrity of the order and function of this honorable chamber.


Mr Speaker, I also would like to express my words of thanks to the mover of the motion which is being debated since yesterday.  I thank the honorable MP for East Makira, my brother David Sitai, leana hola.


Mr Speaker, I want to make a few comments and one affirmation.  The first comment is that most of the issues, concerns, challenges, expectations, beliefs, desires, hopes and visions contained in His Excellency’s speech are not new as others have already mentioned.  However, my problem is to understand and connect different English words or terminologies used but yet mention the same things, the same goals or aims.  For example on page 4, are the three ‘Rs’ of public policy namely, the Reach, the Range, and the Result.  The ‘reach’ I believe is the policy of reaching out to touch the people centered philosophy or ordinary people in the villages.  The ‘range’ is the policy of recognizing the means by which the government uses to achieve its policy goals or aims.  The ‘result’ is the policy of what people get in terms of government service delivery.


Mr Speaker, my conclusion in reading these three ‘Rs’ is that the CNURA Government policy on people centered or rural majority centered has already put a condition which says, ‘our people centered depends on whether we have enough means to provide the delivery of services to the masses in the rural areas or not’.


Mr Speaker, if it is true that the main strategies of the six (6) major priority areas namely reconciliation and rehabilitation, economic and productive sectoral development, infrastructure development, social service development, national security and foreign relations and protection of civil right.  If these strategies are based on the principle and philosophy of three ‘Rs’ then the CNURA Government score policy for its utilization and professionalisation of its capacity building is firmly on centralization and no decentralization.  
Mr Speaker, in short the starting point of the CNURA Government is from the centre for the sake of efficiency service delivery, not from the periphery or marginalized in the rural areas to empower them.  This is where, in my opinion, the CNURA Government may not seriously consider the Federal Government System and decentralization of customary land registration to all provinces as high priority.


Mr Speaker, one issue that I want to briefly comment on is national unity and national identity.  In my opinion, the terminology expresses our strong desire, but our national unity and national identity must also be very sensitive to our diverse cultural identities and the geographically scattered nature of our island nation.  We are the nation of Solomon Islands (plural) and not the nation of one Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, what I want to emphasize here is the living roots of democracy is our living diversities of families, clans, tribes, which are governed by the wisdom and the worthy customs of our ancestors.  This existing establishment, I use the word ‘existing establishment’ because they are not new but created by God, the Creator must be legally recognized and empowered as living shells which will build up our national unity and national identity.


Mr Speaker, let me just briefly touch on the number one priority of the CNURA Government namely, reconciliation and rehabilitation.  Mr Speaker, I am confused in putting together the word ‘reconciliation’ and the word ‘rehabilitation’, because the word ‘reconciliation’ is to bring together human beings - two persons or more families, clans, tribes, leaders, islands and so forth.  It must not be distorted or domesticated by social or economic development such as by the Palm Oils, Gold Ridge, Noro Taiyo, Cattle projects and so on.  Perhaps you may want to explain that to me later.


Mr Speaker, the word reconciliation is also a biblical word.  St Paul in 2 Corinthians 5: 17 – 19, says – ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creature, the old has gone, and the new has come.  All this is from God, who reconciles us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men’s or women’s sins against them and He has committed us the message of reconciliation’.


Mr Speaker, this ministry of reconciliation is God’s ministry for the whole world and therefore; it is both local and global.  This is why we must think locally and also think globally because reconciliation for lasting peace locally or globally must include the word ‘justice’.  It is reconciliation, peace with justice and also with perfect love.


Mr Speaker, I fully support the external transformation of development, especially to the Ministry of Infrastructure, Commerce and other ministries for macro developments.  However, Mr Speaker, the spirituality of reconciliation and lasting peace with justice and perfect love cannot be simply mixed up with external dimension of development.  Perhaps Mr Speaker, this is where the wisdom and the worthy customs of our people with the gospel principle of justice and inclusive love of God can make a major contribution to the internal dimension of reconciliation and lasting peace with justice and perfect love.


Mr Speaker, the growing militarization and militarism of the Pacific in the name of regional security creates or develops fear in our minds or hatred in our hearts.  Only the gospel of perfect love will drive out or move out fear.


Lastly, my affirmation – my affirmation is the CNURA Government’s establishment of the new Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Meteorology.  To me, Mr Speaker, this Ministry is very essential and urgent for our survival.  I fully affirm the urgency of the establishment of this new ministry.  It is not surprising to me that the Commonwealth theme this year, which our nation recently celebrated, is “The environment, our future”.  
Let me quote some of the statements made by our Prime Minister, Dr Derek Sikua, our Governor General, Sir Nathaniel Waena and our Queen.  This is what these three leaders were saying.  From our Prime Minister – “The environment, our future, holds a very powerful challenge that calls for a united effort to manage the world’s environment.  We cannot underestimate the very strong and important message behind the theme since our livelihood and survival on our mother earth lies in the manner in which we human beings continue to exploit and manage our environment”.  Another statement of our Governor General, which I photocopied from the newspaper last week says – “The environment is God’s creation that has been recorded in the book of Genesis by which God created human beings to manage this entire environment on earth.  On that, male and female must take good care of the entire environment in and around them on earth.  However, mankind is becoming greedy and rather careless, and as a result of carelessness it has brought about serious damages to the environment.  And the effect of this as we experienced now is the rising sea level giving threat to most island nations in the Pacific”.


Lastly is a statement from our Queen, Elizabeth the II.  I would like to read some parts of what she said – “The Queen calls on the Commonwealth to defend the environment”.  She said “The global environment is today facing many challenges.  The competition of fresh water is becoming a potential conflict.  Our own attitudes to the environment and the use we put to it may have consequences for the people on every continent, sea and ocean.  Pollution also has unequally impacted on the world’s least developed nations.  The least developed countries that polluted the least are most affected by the impact of climate change and are least equipped to cope with it.  However, lasting change could be brought about if the interest and needs of those who are mostly affected are recognized.  This approach has always been the strength of the Commonwealth, therefore, the Queen urges governments, businesses, communities and individuals in the Commonwealth to continue defend the environment”.


Mr Speaker, 27 years ago I facilitated the formation of the Lauru Land Conference, and one of its main purposes was to develop Lauru forest with appropriate technology and develop it for long term environmentally sustainable for our children’s children in the coming generation.  At its 14th Annual General meeting in Susuka village in North East Choiseul in 1994, 14 years ago, this is what the general meeting said on the title - Land is the foundation and home of all life.  I would like to read from this small book.  This is what we said on the title, Land is foundation and a home for all life.  “This is our belief of theological and philosophical concept and understanding of land.  Land resources above and under it can never be legally separated from the question of land is foundation and home of all life.  The life of our individuals and communities is intertwined within the interrelatedness of life in human beings in trees, in plants, in animals, in insects, in birds, in fish and in reptiles and for forth.  The above statement has once again confirmed that our lives can never be separated from land, sea, river, air.  If we try to separate ourselves from land and look at it objectively as the source of resources for economic development, we may not respect its spiritual existence, thus we destroy life in its interrelatedness and interdependence.


Mr Speaker, as President of the Lauru Land Conference, which is a recipient of the global award for watershed forest preservation, I want to see the new Ministry of Environment and Meteorology allocate enough funds to allow us follow up the concerns that we already heard today and also when we celebrate Commonwealth Day - Environment Our Future.


Mr Speaker, I hope and pray that both our rural advanced and bottom up approach must be translated into incarnation.  It must not be mere spoken words or written words consuming more papers but we must translate the number priority - reconciliation, peace with justice and perfect love.


With those few remarks, I support the motion.  Thank you.

Mr SOPAGHE:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute to the motion moved by the honorable MP for East Makira in thanking His Excellency the Governor General of Solomon Islands, Sir Nathaniel Waena for the speech from the Throne delivered to this honorable House on Monday 17th March, 2008


I wish to thank His Excellency for delivery to the nation an enlightening speech that is thought to be quite lengthy but it is very important, informative and full of plans by the government to take the country forward in the next two years.  In this regard, may I on behalf of my people of North Guadalcanal Constituency offer my sincere thanks to His Excellency for taking the time to come and address Parliament and the whole nation, the second time during this current session of Parliament.


Mr Speaker, I too would like to join my other colleagues to congratulate you for your successful election to the term of office as Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament.  May I on behalf of my people of North Guadalcanal Constituency wish you and staff of the National Parliament all the very best as you lead and guide us through this Seventh Meeting of Parliament.


Sir, in contributing to the vote of thanks to His Excellency, I also wish to put forward a number of issues from the speech that are of concern to my people at this time.  Firstly, let me say here that my people are again very happy with this government’s policy of rural advancement and development focus.  Again they will be waiting to see all that is mentioned in the speech turn to reality and for them to see changes to their quality of lives and improvement to their economic well beings.  

Mr Speaker, I have mentioned before that my people of North Guadalcanal Constituency have had to bear the burden of hosting national projects that have been decided from top down.  That is to say during the SIPL days we were basically spectators but that now has now changed.  It was my people that decided to invite the New Britain Palm Oil in 2004/2005 resulting in the formation of the GPPOL Company and the commencement of its operation in 2006.  We have come a long way in a very short time.  

One major difference that has been experienced by my people is that for the first time they were able to sit side by side with the company management through their representatives to make decisions that contribute to the development, management and operations of the company.  They were not just waiting for handouts but help to decide the benefits to see how this can be achieved.  I wish to sincerely thank the GPPOL Management and the government for this investment. 

Mr Speaker, I would like to encourage other resource owners in the country that are planning or already getting into the Palm Oil industry to fulfill their dreams for a better future through this very profitable product, and to take my people’s experienced as food for thought.   

On this note, Mr Speaker, I wish to call on the government to seriously consider the current minimum wage level.  It is a fact that the GPPOL wages are currently very low and employees are finding it very difficult to make ends meet, especially those from other provinces.  They barely have enough to live on, so how can you expect them to send money home to their relatives, a normal thing we do in our culture.  

An important point I would like to make, Mr Speaker, is that my people of North Guadalcanal Constituency and very soon those from the Prime Minister’s Constituency of North East Guadalcanal have given over the future of their land to Oil Palm production.  So it is only fitting that the government in future must consider direct benefits in the form of projects both in terms of livelihood and infrastructure as appreciation for export revenue the Government collects from the GPPOL.  

Another matter of concern, Mr Speaker, is that I wish to echo my people’s cry for immediate assessment on the blockage at the Metapona River mouth.  The blockage is causing a lot of damage along and around the river mouth.  Cocoa trees are wilting due to water log similarly all the vegetable crops.  Surely this is not natural as it only starts when mining began at the upper Metapona River.  If it is proved that it is due to unnatural means then I call on the company and the government to compensate my people for the damage and their lose of income.  

Sir, this will also become an issue if the Government commence its plans to resurrect rice production in the old rice fields.  Sir, regarding plans by the Ministry to go into rice production, again let me remind my good Minister of Agriculture that even though those lands may be registered, it is advisable that original landowners are consulted every step of the way.  There is no such thing as waste land on Guadalcanal even though our colonizers used this term for their convenience.  

Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the government especially my hard working Minister for Infrastructure Development and the people and Government of Japan for the three bridges which are in my constituency of North Guadalcanal - Tenaru I, II and Ngalimbiu.  The construction of these three bridges is well under way and should be completed in the next couple of months or weeks. I wish to make mention here that consideration should also be given to the roads and bridges along the Honiara Aola road.  
Mr Speaker, my final comments before I resume my seat, firstly there is need for the government to pay more attention to the viability of CEMA.  The CEMA was established by the Government for a specific purpose, however, this saw other resources that all good plans to revive the copra and cocoa industry have turn to waste recently.  The CEMA must resume its original role as the main player in the industry and not let private enterprises to deal with farmers as farmers may not be getting what they should be getting.  

Mr Speaker, I also would like to continue give support for the introduction of the federal system of government so that the earlier it is introduced the happier we will be.  Sir, my people see the federal system as the only way to ensure our resources are not taken from us but to help us from giving it away through large development now and in the future.  

Mr Speaker, my good people have recently experienced severe flooding and damage to our food gardens.  My people rely heavily on the land to bring them not only food security but regular income as well.  It does not take a rocket scientist to realize that this unusual flooding is due to the development happening there.  It is only fitting that the government responds quickly and it had done recently as my people received government assistance two months after the flooding occurred.  I wish to call on the government and the National Disaster Management Office take note of this future occurrence. 

Another important issue, Mr Speaker, which is of course the government’s priority, is reconciliation and rehabilitation.  I would like to strongly urge the government to enable the process to start at each of our constituencies.   I wish to say that this is one of the major issues in my constituency.  Every one has recognized the need to reconcile at the individual, family, community and tribal level.  These levels are where development occurs, and so it is important that we attempt to do it immediately. 

Mr Speaker, with these few remarks, I once again thank the mover and I beg to support the motion.

Hon SIKUA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for the opportunity to also contribute to the motion moved by the Member for East Makira thanking His Excellency the Governor General for the speech from the throne.  

Mr Speaker, before I proceed to make a few observations on the speech, I wish at the outset and on behalf of my constituency to congratulate you on your well deserved election as Deputy Speaker.  I am confident that with your leadership skills you will serve this Honorable House with dignity and fairness.  I also commend you and the Office of the Clerk to Parliament for the initiative you have taken in integrating our worthy customs and traditions to the opening ceremony of Parliament on Monday the 17th of March 2008.  

Mr Speaker, on a similar note I wish to thank our good people of Guadalcanal for their participation in the traditional welcome and opening ceremony of Parliament which has added beauty and honor to the usual Guard of Honor opening ceremony. 

Mr Speaker, allow me now to make a few observations on the speech from the throne.  I will try to be very brief in my contribution as there will be other opportunities during the debate of the 2008 Budget and on the motion of sine die for us to continue to debate and deliberate on the issues raised in the speech from the throne. 

First of all, Mr Speaker, I too wish to thank His Excellency the Governor General for the speech from the throne.  I also wish to thank the Member of Parliament for East Makira for his address to reply to the speech from His Excellency.  The Member of Parliament for East Makira in his reply has given us a useful backdrop of how we have come as a country since Independence.  

Mr Speaker, the speech from the throne has provided a comprehensive and good overview of the direction and vision in which this government intends to take this country forward.  The speech clearly outlined the six priority areas of the current government and how each ministry will move to address these priority areas.  
Obviously, Mr Speaker, two years is not enough to do everything and one could be talking about the same things in four or even ten years time.  This Government is, however, committed to do its best.  We are committed to make a difference in the lives of our people, especially those in the rural areas.  

The 2008 budget, which we will deliberate later will continue to deliver the necessary goods and social services to our people, as well as focus on development initiatives that should further contribute to a better quality of life for our people.  

Mr Speaker, the government alone, however, cannot achieve the goals.  It needs the collective effort of every stakeholder, the civil society, the churches, the private sector, our development partners and above all every citizen of Solomon Islands.  Each citizen must ask him or herself what he or she can do for this nation to make it a better place.  

While the Government, Mr Speaker may not be able to achieve its policies and programs given the limited time before it, it is equally important that we lay the necessary foundations for our country to move forward.  In this regard, sustainable peace, stability and unity are fundamentals that we need to have in place.  The mover of the motion has rightly pointed out the need for national unity as we strive to build this nation.  

The Member for Savo/Russell and the Minister for Forestry yesterday also reminded us of how easy it is for us to destroy our country in an hour and very difficult to rebuild it.  I have also noted the contribution from the Leader of the Independent group, and MP for Central Guadalcanal, especially his views on land and reconciliation.  Mr Speaker, these are issues the Government will continue to address.  Given their complex nature one cannot expect the government to address these issues over night.  


Mr Speaker, on the MP’s concern about the Federal Government system, I wish to say that in response to the concern raised by Caucus at its meeting with the Joint Executive of the Constitutional Congress and the Eminent Person’s Advisory Council, the Joint Executive has set out a new time line.  The new time line they have agreed on is July of 2009, by which time the Constitutional Congress and the Eminent Persons Advisory Council will be able to deliver to the Government the final draft of the Federal Constitution.


Mr Speaker this has been brought back by a year compared to the time line approved by the former administration for October 2010.  We are mindful, Mr Speaker of the implications of not addressing these matters in a manner that is fair and just.  


Mr Speaker, on the issue of the former Attorney General, which the distinguished Leader of Opposition raised yesterday, I wish to state that this is no longer an issue for us.  My Government has dealt with the matter in a manner, which I believe needs to be dealt with and within the bounds of the law and on the basis of our country’s national interest.  


Mr Speaker, this year Solomon Islands celebrates its 30th anniversary of political independence.  It is time to take stock of how we have performed - our successes and our failures, and what we need to do to ensure there is sustainable peace and prosperity.  
Sir, if nothing has happened in the last 30 years as some of us already commented then we need to ask ourselves why.  It should also be an occasion to ask ourselves whether we have attained a strong sense of nationalism, of belonging to a country Solomon Islands or still regard ourselves as people from our own various islands or provinces.  Serious questions have to be asked and tough decisions taken if we are to achieve progress.  
The CNURA government, Mr Speaker, is keen to work closely with all stakeholders; as we strive to achieve a better quality of life for our people and country.


Mr Speaker, with these remarks, I support the motion.  Thank you.

Mr Sitai:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me the floor to now wind up the debate on this motion.  Before I do that Mr Speaker, I would like to join honorable colleagues to congratulate you on behalf of my people for your election to the esteemed position of Deputy Speaker of Parliament.  I believe with all the experiences you have, you would be able to perform to lead Parliament.

Secondly, Mr Speaker, I also wish to join colleagues in thanking the Guadalcanal Provincial Government, leaders, elders and women of Guadalcanal for participating in the opening ceremony in Parliament on Monday, which has added traditions and cultures we have in this country to make it, as acknowledged by honorable colleagues, a very moving and emotional occasion because it was during that time too that we witnessed the reconciliation between the Honorable Prime Minister and the Honorable Leader of Opposition.  


Coming back to the motion, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all honorable colleagues who have contributed to the debate on the motion.  The Honorable Prime Minister, the Leader of Opposition, the Leader of Independent group, Cabinet Ministers, and colleague parliamentarians, from my humble analysis of your very valuable contributions, let me say that the points you raised all point in one direction.  That is to say, if we were to put them altogether we will be responding or answering to the challenge for the wake up call that was made by His Excellency, the Governor General, in the concluding part of his speech when he said, “I call on all of us to turn this country around”.  With that commitment, with the beginning of changing that direction undertaken by the previous government, now taken on fully by the new CNURA Government in its policies, I believe we have responded well to His Excellency’s call and we can move forward to achieve the objectives of the government.  

We, Sir, meaning, people of this country, stakeholders, that is to say the civil society, our aid donors, and all our people in this country, including leaders, should now be doing something about problems, issues that are still persisting even after having come 30 years after our political independence.  I believe the challenge that the Governor General has given to us will be taken on fully.  
On that note, let us stand behind our government.  All of us, let us support the government and let us show our commitment to the government.  We must demonstrate it, if I may like to say, by taking the first two miles or two years of yet a journey of another 30 years to rid Solomon Islands of under development and find a good and prosperous future for the people of this nation.  


Sir, before I conclude I would like to, on our behalf, extend to His Excellency the Governor General and his family our well wishes, good health and also our Easter greetings at this festive Easter Season.  


Mr Speaker that is all I would like to say.  I thank you for your patience.  Once again I thank all Members for your contribution to the motion.  I have been privileged sitting in Parliament after moving the motion listening very carefully and tentatively to what has been said.  As the Prime Minister has reiterated there will be other times during the budget speech and also during the motion of sine die when Members will be allowed to raise further some of the concerns and issues they would like to raise in Parliament. 

Thank you again, Mr Speaker, and I beg to move.

The motion is carried
Hon Sikua:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.  

Mr Speaker:  Before I adjourn the House for today, I just wish to remind honorable Members of Parliament to take time to read through the Standing Orders, especially on the rules of debate -section 32 to 37 and rules of order sections 38 and 39.  I am sure re-familiarizing ourselves with such orders should facilitate the smooth, progressive and successful deliberation of Parliament in the coming days.  Thank you. 

The House adjourned at 12pm.
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