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NATIONAL PARLIAMENT OF SOLOMON ISLANDS
DAILY HANSARD
—————————
SEVENTH MEETING OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGTH PARLIAMENT
—————————
TUESDAY 18 MARCH 2008

The Deputy Speaker, Hon Kengava took the chair at 9.45 am.

Prayers.

ATTENDANCE

At prayers, all were present with the exception of the Members for West Guadalcanal, East Honiara and Temotu Nende.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND OF REPORTS

MOTIONS

An Address in Reply to the Speech from the Throne by His Excellency, the Governor General

We, the National Parliament of Solomon Islands here assembled, beg leave to offer thanks for the speech which has been addressed by you to Parliament on Monday 17th March 2008

Mr SITAI: Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me this opportunity to make an address in reply to the Speech from the Throne by His Excellency, the Governor General yesterday.  In my view speech from the Throne delivered by His Excellency was very serious and appropriate coming as it were at these trying times that our little nation is going through after having come this way since independence in 1978.  I would also like to say, sir, that because of the length of the speech, it might have caused some uneasiness or impatience on the floor of parliament.  If that has indeed happened I consider it my responsibility also on our behalf to apologize to His Excellency of what has transpired.  


His Excellency has said a lot in the speech, a lot of food for thought, not only that but food for action by us leaders, by the government and by the people of this country.  But I feel that in order to align ourselves with the very critical and serious issues raised in the Speech, I would like to begin in my contribution with two issues to be treated as backdrops to looking at which direction this country is going to take from this year onwards, especially the CNURA Government taking office at this time.   
Firstly, I start with the status of our country, which we tend to forget.  But to know what is going on and to know what is happening in the future we need to re-look at ourselves.  

Solomon Islands is a very small nation located in the Pacific region, and come July it will be 30 years of our political independence.  Solomon Islands is a member of the United Nation.  We are also, to some extent, a member of the International Community.  We have a fast growing population of 500,000 or so people.  That population should be looked at in terms of making use of a good portion of that population of women and look at the implications of those areas for now and the future.  


Solomon Islands also, as we always say is well endowed with resources and therefore has the potential to get out of the under development cycle that we are facing today.  The question is, can we do that?  

Solomon Islands has a growing economy, can we improve that?  Can we bring in more investment to this country to provide employment and training for our people?  About 80 percent of our population resides in the rural areas, and in terms of rural advancement, rural development or the bottom up approach, if you like, what are we going to do to improve the growth of our rural population? 


Solomon Islands is also at this time experiencing a lot of influences from the outside world.  We are scorched with new diseases including HIV/AIDS, globalization, free trade, and what have you.  

Lastly, I would like to say that as a people, Solomon Islanders are hardworking, can we give them the opportunity to prove their worth to contribute positively to the development of this nation to improve the livelihood in the rural areas as well as the urban areas.  What can we do in the urban areas to put them into business?  I think these are some of the basic factors that I would like to highlight in terms of our status just to remind us all against that backdrop we should consider.


The next issue I would like to cover Mr Speaker, if you permit me to do so is slightly historical and I also think at times we tend to forget how we have come after independence.  Allow me to highlight a few points on this issue.


Firstly, in my assessment the 1980s were the pale end of years of prosperity after independence in 1978.  The colonial government left behind investments that were able to sustain what this country is going through.  If you will recall, the SIPL Oil Palm project was already producing oil at that time, the establishment of the fisheries sector, the now known company that is being revived called the Solomon Taiyo in the past, and the Logging Industry, which the colonial government concentrated on are some of pillars of this economy.  
At that time too, sir, in my observation there was employment for a lot of our people.  At that time, sir, in my observation the value of the Solomon Islands dollars was on the same par with the US dollar, and the other basket of currencies.  We were doing quite well but what is happening with us today.  
But let me go on to say that in 1986 Solomon Islands was destroyed by Cyclone Namu.  We tend to underestimate that, but the facts of that calamity, talking about climate change today, during those times it was devastating to the economy.  
The years after 1986 and the early 1990s the government concentrated on rehabilitation.  That had an effect but in terms of development funds if we were going to undertake development, they were dwindling for concentrating more on rehabilitating the economy and rehabilitation of this country.  

The early 1990s, the fishing industry was devastated by the El Nino, which we now come to know as destructive to the climate.  In 1990s all the fishing industries was badly affected.  Not only that, but during the first half of the mid ‘90s, Solomon Islands was recovering from the Asian financial crisis which also hit our shores that affected our commodity prices and therefore affected our economy.  
At the end of the 90s, if you can recall, the roots of the ethnic tension started and we were badly affected.  We were able, not wholly, but through the efforts of some of our leaders who led our government during that time we are still recovering but peace and reconciliation is yet to be carried out to try and regain national unity.  
What then after that – the April Riots in 2006 almost destroyed this country and which we are still recovering from and more recently the Cyclone Namu we are also recovering from and many more influences .  I thought Mr Speaker that I should briefly summarize that backdrop because it is from that backdrop that I would like now, not to repeat what His Excellency has said in this speech but just to add some dimensions to the issues raised in the speech.   

Briefly, let me pick on the area of national unity, which is important of this country – diversity in particular and unity of the Solomon Islands.  Much has been said about it, programs that will promote this and the very strong reasons as to why this nation should be unified under very diverse situations.  But some of the dimensions that I would like to add on, not many but one or two things that I just want to say is that to regain unity in this country, in my view sometimes should be seen from the psychological point of view.  
I would like to draw an example.  When any of us here in Parliament or outside parliament irrespective of whatever province we come from, when we meet somewhere overseas, we will realize that the affinity of being closer as Solomon Islanders is always there.  No matter where you go, no matter where you meet in Brisbane, you do not know those people but they will run to you and say, “Hi wantok we are here”.  That is that parallel.  But why is it not happening inside our country?  
Our temperaments and attitudes have to change.  If that can be changed I am sure we can reach and nourish our unified nation and the islands that make up the Solomon Islands will continue to remain united, respecting each others cultures and our traditions while trying to modernize and come up with development.  That is one issue I would like to share that kind of reflection on.  
I do not know how true my assessment is but that is the feeling I sometimes have.  If we can maintain that in this country, even to the extent of taking it down through the school curriculum then as a united nation, and not only that but to keep the nationalistic of our country alive.  We were born here and we will die here as well.

The other issue Mr Speaker, that I would like to also add some reflection on is the budget.  Although this may not be the appropriate time but the angle that I am taking is for the first time in history our budget will now go pass the one billion dollar mark.  What does that mean?  Will that enable us to effectively address the six policy areas of the CNURA Government, which the Excellency in his speech felt indeed…..  Is that money going to make a difference?  What else do we need to make a difference to the government policy?  
Come back to the Public Service – commitment by the Public Service – political will and commitment by the government will have priority.  When the budget is presented by the Minister of Finance we will then know how much of that is allocated to the recurrent sector and how much to development.  I only wish to say that we have to be vigilant in how we manage these funds in order to address the problem areas that various ministries have programmed to address as highlighted by His Excellency.  
Can we do that?  Can we gear the Public Service to be a bit more committed in order for us to work for the government to realize those goals that we set ourselves to achieve?  Not only that, if we take it right across the country people living in the rural areas too must do their part.  
The environment has to be set right because what I have raised related to the budget, related very much to the six broad policy areas of focus of the CNURA Government.  But some mechanisms must be done to ensure that implementation is carried out properly, it is monitored so that at the end of the year you can measure achievements to align ourselves to do whatever we want to do.  
On our relations with the outside, much of that has been covered by His Excellency in his speech and so I would not say much about that, but I only wish to say this as a related matter.  I think His Excellency has already touched on this but there is not harm in me reiterating it.  It is also a call of some of our leaders, but it is a basic fact that we cannot go on depending on aid.  At some point in time we have to work out strategies to gradually increase our contribution towards development activities.  
I am not saying that we do not need aid.  No, lest I be mistaken, Mr Speaker, that is not what I am saying.  All I am saying is that if we are going to prepare for the future then that must be taken into consideration because we cannot go depending on aid forever.  I think at some point in time when appropriate the government should set its policy on aid so that our people would be aware of.  Our people too should know that they will have to work hard seeing their own sweat to contribute to our final objectives to strengthen our country.  Those are some of the areas I wish to touch. 

On climate change, Mr Speaker, this is now a prominent issue internationally but I am glad our Government is raising that, let alone setting up a ministry to look at that.  We are talking about national security that can be taken as a threat internationally.
Lastly, Mr Speaker, let me come back to my brief analysis of what His Excellency was saying.  I think in my own crude assessment, His Excellency was questioning having come 30 years of political independence what is wrong?  What have we not put right that we continue to go through this vicious circle of under development, and when are we going to break out of many ways.  We should see that as a challenge for the government, for this nation, and for all of us.  That is a thought I have.  
We all have concern about it but as we were saying we have come 30 years now and it is now time to change.  Previous regimes have put certain motions in the past which is alleviating the issue to enable us take the right direction but I am sure the CNURA Government would continue to pursue that, add on that noble intention so that at least the livelihood of our people will improve so that we can develop a better Solomon Islands.  Thank you, Mr Speaker, and that is all I want to say in opening up this motion.  

Sir, I beg to move.

(applause)
Hon KEMAKEZA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for the time to be able to contribute to this very important motion moved by the Member of Parliament for East Makira that we, the National Parliament of Solomon Islands here assembled beg leave to offer thanks to the Speech which has been delivered by His Excellency yesterday.  

Sir, in doing so may I first of all thank his Excellency, the Governor General for being time tolerant and the manner in which he presented this very important speech from the throne.  That fact is that although it was 2 hours 15 minutes, His Excellency was very happy and very cordial.  I wish to thank His Excellency for that very important move by hiim.
Before I touch on a few brief comments, like the mover has said, I would like to thank the Attorney General for putting us in the correct way after a little impasse in Parliament at the beginning of this session therefore I thank the Governor General and Deputy Clerk to Parliament.  I hope the substantive Speaker would recover after his treatment in Australia. 

I would like to thank your good self, Sir on behalf of my people of Savo/RusselIs.  I also thank a former Speaker of Parliament and statesman for spearheading the custom welcome ceremony outside Parliament yesterday.  He deserves my appreciation.  Appreciation also goes to the Hon. Premier and his Provincial Assembly Members of the Guadalcanal Province Mr Speaker.  I also thank the chiefs, elders, women, young boys and girls who took part in welcoming the GG on your behalf here in your jurisdiction, Mr Speaker.  I wish to thank that statesman.  

I would also like to thank the Commissioner of Police for the police parade put on at the opening of this Parliament, which was inspected by His Excellency, the Governor General.  Those are some of my appreciations, not forgetting the whole population of Guadalcanal, from Malango to Tathimboko Lau, Longa, up to Aola/Longu’Valasi, Marau and the Weather Coast, Tangarare and Vaturanga,  Savulei, Sahalu, and of course, the Tandai people who house this Parliament and we are their guests.  I must thank them for this very important traditional welcome.  I will speak very briefly on this as we go on.

Also I would like to offer my thanks to His lordship, the Chief Justice, the Parliament, Leader of the Opposition and also the SICA representative for their attendance at this important ceremony.  

Here inside Parliament I would like to thank the Member for Ngella for standing in as temporary Speaker upon your election to that office.  The MP for Savo/Russell cannot go without thanking you, sir, for replacing me on that Chair.  You have my full confidence and trust being an experienced and a long time politician and also a veteran Premier of Choiseul Province.  You have all these experiences which should enable you to lead and guide this Parliament. 
Also inside this Parliament I would like to thank and congratulate the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition for the reconciliation ceremony yesterday.  I think the timing of it was very appropriate.  This is the kind of reconciliation this government is talking about, and not the kind of very expensive reconciliation where we seem to commercialize reconciliation.  According to our custom what happened yesterday is true reconciliation where we come with food, pigs, shell money for exchange and then we pray over it, and finish.  That is true reconciliation.  And so I thank the Prime Minister and the Leader of Opposition for that reconciliation ceremony done outside and then we come into this House.  
From now onwards you two should no longer argue with each other.  It is good that I am on this part of the House so that I can watch both of you and mediate between the two of you if you happen to argue again inside Parliament.  You two have shown to the people outside that you have reconciled because the ceremony was televised live and so there should be no argument between the two of you now.  Let us put politics behind and let us go forward.  Once again I thank you both leaders for this wonderful ceremony. 
Sir, I must thank the people of Guadalcanal for that vision in making sure that ceremony must happen before we come to this floor of Parliament.  Thank you Leader of Opposition. After all we are Members of Parliament and we should not fight with each other because where would we go from here.  From here we will all go home, and that is it.
Mr Speaker, I now want to talk briefly on the Speech from the Throne.  I wish to thank his Excellency for the Speech.  This speech is one of the speeches that leaves no stone unturned for any snake or rat to hide under.  Every stone has been unturned by His Excellency, thus a transparent application for us.

Do you know, Mr Speaker, that His Excellency did not talk to the 50 Members of Parliament, or the Permanent Secretaries or leaders or constitutional post holders?  He is talking to the 85% of the population of our country.  Those are the people he is talking to.  
I know that we already have in our possession a copy of the CNURA policy statements and framework and so we would have read it and know everything.  Sir, but every time my people come to see my CDO, and this is a custom story, they told him it is good they have seen him (CDO) but they still want to see the boss or the chief of Savo.  Did you know that the attitude of Melanesians is that normally we would want to see the boss or the chief direct and not his workman, let alone whatever comes after?  Therefore, it is the number one man the Governor General who is talking to his people, the 85% living in the rural areas and that is the reason why that ceremony was televised and broadcasted live.  If His Excellency was only talking to the 47 Members of Parliament then forget it.  That is the point I am driving at and, and that is listening to His Excellency’s Speech, and later on I shall explain some points regarding the Ministry of Forest, but everything has been well covered, all the answers are there in the Speech too.  If you ask any questions you are surely going to be directed to the pages that contains the answers.  That is why it took His Excellency about two hours to go through the speech.  I think it is good for His Excellency to spend that number of hours, 2hrs 15mins, talking to 85% of his people because he is the chief.  

The second point is transparency.  It is good to reveal what this government intends or plans to do.  Let me say that we have now come to the crossroads, as always mentioned by the Leader of Opposition, which I support that we are now on the crossroads.  Crossroad to me, Mr Speaker, means, let alone the Leader of Opposition thinks otherwise, we have gone through the tension and now we are living in peace and so it is time for us to rebuild our country.  That is what crossroad means to me.   And there is no other time than this time, this Parliament from 2006 – 2010, and then some of us from 2010 and onwards.  For some of you this may be your last term.  Therefore, any government that is in power must take everything on board, and that is why the Speech takes 50 pages.  First of all, it mentions the six principles and then it goes through ministry by ministry, department by department so that 85% or 90% of his people living in the rural areas can hear their big man, the Governor General, the head of state, talking to them.  
What is my conclusion of this speech, Mr Speaker?  To me the speech is the message from the boss to the people of this nation living in the rural areas.  The second message of the speech is His Excellency is also taking the place of John the Baptist, who went out saying “prepare the way, for the master is coming”.  That is what the Speech yesterday is all about.  
This is the Lent season.  Did you understand it?  This is the Lent season and so he is telling us, “prepare the way for master is coming”.  And who is the master, Mr Speaker?  It is the Minister of Finance who is going to deliver the 2008 Budget.  He is not the master in heaven physically but he is the master in this physical world.  That is what it means.  It is like a big man saying that his children are coming in later with pigs and food but he is here first to see his people.  That is what it means, and that is why I congratulate His Excellency for not leaving any stone unturned but he turns every stone on the way so that there are no snakes, pussy cats and dogs hiding underneath.  Whatever other speakers will say later on is their assessment. But that is how the Member for Savo/Russells, the chairman of the House of Chiefs analyses the Speech.   

The third message, Mr Speaker, of the Speech is that it is an assurance from this government through His Excellency that it is serious to take this country into prosperity.  It is an assurance from the big man representing the Queen, head of state and custodian of the Constitution.  It is an assurance that when the Minister of Finance passed the 2008, we deliver the goods and services to our people, let alone whatever comes from the media and whatever comes from the four corners of this nation, it is for the people of Solomon Islands.  

We are going to pay the nurses, the doctors, the teachers and the public servants, Mr Speaker, because they are the people who are going to deliver the policy of the government, whatever government it is.  The speech from the Throne yesterday is an assurance for this nation and its people after the ethnic tension that ruined this country.  And so it is now time to rebuild our nation.  There is no other time to do that but now.  Our partners and people are ready to participate.  It is not going to be a one man’s show but it must be the collective efforts of half a million people of Solomon Islands, our people who invest in this country and those who want to assist us in whatever form. 

Thirdly, Mr Speaker, the Speech is an appeal by His Excellency to everybody in Solomon Islands.  That is my analysis of this Speech.  He is appealing to everyone of us.  We must work, we must not fight, we must come as one people and we must cut copra.  Members of Parliament must do their responsibilities, public servants, investors, copra cutters, fishermen and whoever lives in the village, he is appealing to all of us to work for our nation Solomon Islands.  This country belongs to us.  We are born here, we live here and we are going to die here.  That is the message from His Excellency yesterday.  
I was also surprised when I think about the Speech taking two hours.  But when I looked through it again last night I just found out that everything is in the speech.  If any opposition members are going to ask me for any questions, I will direct them to look into the speech because all the answers are there.  

The other point I got from the speech yesterday is confidence building.  It is building our confidence.  The speech does not have the kind of thinking that we are lost, we are now in a bad state, we cannot go on.  No, we still survive and so let us go forward.  That is the message yesterday.  It is all about confidence building.  Let us build our confidence opposition members, those on the government side, the independents, and all of us.  Let us work together.  Let us go forward, every one of us.  That is the message in the speech.  
This is not the time to say I am stronger than the other one.  This is not the time to say I am clever than the other one or richer than the other one.  No.  His Excellency is telling about confidence building to all of us.  We are people too, and so if another country moves that way, what about us.  Are we already weak?  

The Speech, to me, also reminds all stakeholders of our responsibilities.  It also reminds us to respect the rule of law, our custom values and practices, freedom of worship and our association, honor our international conventions and protocols as we are part and parcel of this globe and world.  That was the message mentioned in the speech yesterday.  
The speech is not saying this is Solomon Islands.  On 7th December 1978 we accepted ourselves to be part and parcel of the global world.  So let us not fight and angry with each other.  If there is disagreement amongst anyone call that person(s) and tell him/her that you are not happy with him/her in private.  That is what the speech means to me.  To me it means respect the law, customs, values, freedom of worship and association, honor international conventions and protocols. That is the message that came out.  We must respect our partners and respect our customs too.  
And I am very grateful once again with the Leader of Opposition and Prime Minister for accepting that traditional custom value and practice yesterday through the exchange of shell money, heaps of food, except that they did not share any pigs with me so that I can witness whether they truly  reconciled.  Sorry, I did not ask for it.  That is also the very important point covered by the mover.  I am grateful that he mentioned the unity of our country from very diverse culture and society and we accept ourselves to be one country from Tikopia to Shortlands, from Renbel and Bellona to the other parts of the country.  
This is a country of many scattered islands, beautiful lagoons and the blue seas and we accept that we are one nation, Solomon Islands.  Let us keep that unity.  
As the mover of the motion mentioned we have a lot in common - we are one in religion, when overseas we are wantoks, our color is the same but I am surprised that we fight and kill each other.  Why did you want to kill your brother?  We should not do that.   
During the sine die motion I am going to reveal some underground plans that you have been doing.  Why should you want to kill your brothers when we are just one people? Mr Speaker, I think next time may be we should remove these chairs, get some mats and we sit on the mats on the floor and talk to you.  I think the western culture ruined us but we are one people.  Let us keep the unity of this country because that is what our people are praying for, Mr Speaker.   That is the message from his Excellency yesterday - keep the unity of this country.  
Finally, sir let us uphold the principles of democracy for which comes the preamble of the constitution.  That is the message yesterday, let alone others might want to interpret it.  

Sir, His Excellency is a former permanent secretary, a veteran politician, and I know that we also came from the same school where we do not want people to write speeches for us.  When I talk on the floor of Parliament I do not read from a written speech.  It is a waste of time to do that.  Whenever I want to talk I stand up and talk.   That is the school where I come from. 
According to the PM’s Office, his Excellency was given a draft copy of the speech on Tuesday last week.  The speech contains some of his Excellency’s own words.  If you look at the speech you can tell that some of the words in there are common languages of his Excellency.   He himself vetted the speech and gave it to us.  He is someone born out of that world.  He does not want somebody else to put words to his mouth because that would be saying the thinking of another person that you yourself do not know.   That is what it means and that is why I did not want to write a speech when talking on this floor of Parliament.  There is no need for that.  I stand up and talk so that I can express my mind and heart, so that I do not come here and read the views of another person.  That seems to be the view of his Excellency when he vetted this speech for one week and so he is very willing to read the speech yesterday.  I am happy about that.  He has not been embarrassed but is very happy. Even though it took about two hours to read the speech but he is very willing to sit down and read the speech.  Don’t you notice that yesterday?  

His Excellency is not like one of the old men in my village who goes to church and if the sermon is long he would curse and then goes outside.  He is always like that because he thinks about his betel nut, he thinks about his food, he thinks about something outside and so he does not want to be in church for long.  Therefore, those who ran away yesterday might have other things in their minds just like the old man I told you about.  They remind me of that old man’s story.  And remember when this old man leaves the church when the sermon is long he would swear.  I am sure those who ran away yesterday must have rained down curses.   But I am happy the Governor General made his message across to the people of this country yesterday. 
After outlining those messages in the speech, I would like to ask the Prime Minister, the Minister of Finance and every one of us to fund the Speech because the big man already told us and people have already heard that it is us who must deliver the services.  It must be every one of us, everybody.  

Sir, back in my home people do not understand what opposition and government is.   My people would interpret the words of his Excellency as a big man talking to them.  We, in here understand that this speech is the government’s programs and statement of policy read to the nation by the Governor General.  But back at home the people see it as many things that are going to go for them and so they would look for their MPs.  But that is the expectation of the people.  That is message in the speech.  Our people are now waiting.  I believe no one will oppose the budget.  Let us pass the budget so that we can deliver the goods and services to them because that is what we preach to our people during our campaign.  We ask them to vote for us so that when we get into this House we will help them.  
Sir, let me conclude my very brief contribution that any plans, policies and programs must always have three principles.   The first one is short term plan, the second is medium term plan and the third long term plan and program of any government.  What the speech is talking about is when I started running the government from 2001 – 2006, there is the same Auluta Basin, the same Bina Harbour, the same Vangunu, the same reconciliation, the same rehabilitation.  When the MP for North East Choiseul came in and took over the government, the story remains the same.  And Today the MP for North East Guadalcanal came in and the story remains the same.  That is what we are going to say.   Plans cannot happen overnight, and so let me tell the people of this country that these plans can go on for the next 10 to 20 years.  It is very easy for us to damage our country within one hour.  But it is very difficult to rebuild this country.  It will take us another 30 – 40 years.  Therefore, this message must be understood.

Sir, I started off the Auluta Basin and after me two governments came but the place still remains undeveloped. But this government is serious, and that is the difference.  The last government is not very serious but this government is very serious.  It is more serious than the last one because the last one put $2 but the present one puts in $5 or $10 on top of that.  Now that is a sign of seriousness for the same program.  But it will happen over time.  

The same is with RIPPEL.  It must open now so that people from Russells can work.  I thank the Leader of Opposition for starting it off, however, you used the wrong people.  The Prime Minister now is using the Member for Savo/Russells to do the work.  You should have used me last time because the problem is Union versus Company.  However, Mr Speaker, I have confidence on the Leader of Opposition for doing a good service for me last time.  In fact, the papers we are following now were written by the Leader of Opposition.  He is a great man and leader except that sometimes he was pulled around by other people.  

Sir, another good news for the people of Central Province today is that Anuha will soon be opened by this government.  It will not be next time but now.  The Minister for Tourism is very serious.  That is what I called a quick short plan.  This is because cocoa and copra are already there.  There is no need for you to plant and wait to harvest because these commodities are already there.  That is what I mean in Russells.  Cocoa, copra, cattle and tourism are already there. The Minister for Tourism will open a new rest house very soon.   That is what I mean, and that is the message of His Excellency as well that short term plans we can go ahead and do them now.  For medium term plans because the government only has two years left, the plans can be started now but they will be taken on by the next government.  For long term plans, that is forever.  Like this Parliament House, it was started about 10 to 20 years ago because when I first became a Member of Parliament in 1989 we used to hold meetings in the High Court.  And today it is still not completed.  It will take time because this is a long term plan and program of any government so that we don’t jump up and down saying this government promises this and that but it does not happen.  Goodness me, do you not know that it is not a political score point.  It is something that we need to explain to our people that we have such plans to execute during the lifetime of this House.  We, Members of Parliament too must go home and visit our constituencies and share the $1million or $2million given to us.  We should not stay in Honiara all the time.  

Last week I went home to visit my people in my Constituency. Although I am a Minister, the Prime Minister allowed me to go home and visit my people in my constituency because it is nearing election time.  Next year will be campaign time, and you will see nobody in here, and so you must start to deliver now so that you can come back. 

With those brief comments, Mr Speaker, I once again would like to thank His Excellency for the wonderful speech he delivered to the nation.  

Sir, I support the motion.

Hon SOGAVARE:  Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me this opportunity as well to talk on the motion moved by the MP for East Makira.  It is a traditional motion when his Excellency is invited to address Parliament, and so it is quite under the Standing Order for somebody to stand up and thank him for his address.  The motion reads, Mr Speaker, that “We, the National Parliament of Solomon Islands here assembled, beg leave to offer thanks for the Speech which has been addressed by you to Parliament on Monday 17th March 2008.

Sir, I will try to be brief and stick to the point on the issues raised by the mover of this motion because a lot of issues raised will again be raised during the budget debate.  In fact, the same kind of issues will be raised again in the budget speech, and it would be interesting to see what is contained in the budget speech.  We also have the motion of sine die coming, which are three big motions that Members of Parliament will have the opportunity to express their thinking on areas that are covered in the speech.  


Sir, I find the last speaker very entertaining.   The MP for Savo/Russells depends on which side of the House he is on.  If he is on this side of the House, that speech would have been attacked and killed today.  It would be killed because it is two and half hours, and especially so after his Excellency delivered the speech he did express some concern over it, and so I find some of the things he said contradicting some of the things in the speech in the way his Excellency relate to what was given to him by the ministries, and he was required to condense them down to something that is presentable.  

Sir, before I proceed to contribute to this motion, I would like to congratulate you for your successful election to the office of the Deputy Speaker of Parliament.  As you rightly observed, Sir, your office does not belong to the government of the day as it seemed to be advanced by some members of the government bench who in fact tried to lure the Member for West Makira to join the government in return for him to be put to that post.  That was reported to me by the Member concerned.  In fact he was approached by not less than 10 Ministers including the Prime Minister assuring him that the government will support his election to the office of the Deputy Speaker.  Apparently, unknowing to us what they wanted was for the Member for West Makira to cross the floor.  Unfortunately, Sir, the Member for West Makira is too mature for that and so he did not do it.  I guess the successful contest of the office only goes to prove the position that members of the government bench hold all along. 

In fact, it does not speak well of the CNURA Government.  Sir, I do not have any problem with the speech that was presented on the floor of Parliament.  This addressing of ongoing things is not a new thing, as we are going to see later on.  The issue here is that there is a government in place that has custody over the system and to prove to the people of this nation that it means what it is saying. 


I am saying this because there are some serious, serious statements made about the policy, which on day 1 we stepped over them.  Now that has cast a lot of doubts on the minds of people who are watching with keen interest on whether the government is serious about these things.  And that is how I am addressing the speech.  I did not have concern nor do I have problem over it.  In fact the only consolation we have over the speech that was presented on the floor of Parliament by his Excellency is that we need to be reminded that after 30 years, as the Member for South Vella La Vella always said reminding us at the PAC, “after 30 years” nothing has happened.  That is the only consolation that we can get.  We need to be reminded because these things are not new, as rightly pointed out by the Member for Savo/Russells.  These things have been there since the time of former governments, we continue and we are reminded yesterday in two and half hours of it.  So that is where I am driving at.  


Sir, to continue with this matter, the Speaker’s Office belongs to this Parliament, and therefore as you rightly observed should at all times be neutral of politics, especially dirty politics. 


Sir, I also stand here as well to express some concerns.  Sir, if we are serious about good governance, if we are serious about an open government then we should demonstrate it.  I am saying this because our recommendation to the Chair for members of the Opposition Bench and Independent Offices to take up some of the standing committees, and also for that matter, the Deputy Speaker’s post, is basically ignored.  The Opposition only chaired the Public Accounts Committee.


My view is that where government backbenchers could be appropriately placed is at statutory boards, because those bodies are really the implementation arms of the government to implement government policies, they attach to line ministries, and so more appropriately the chairmen of statutory bodies are supposed to be backbenchers of government.  The Opposition Group will have no quarrel whatsoever if you take up the chairmanship of all those bodies.  But when it comes to the institution – the Parliament it is different.  The Parliament does not belong to government as well as the various committees of parliament.  We understand that the discretion to appoint chairmanship to these committees belongs to the Speaker.  We did raise that concern to him and the response we got is not fully acceptable to us.  But we did make the point to the Chair. 


That aside, Sir, I also would like to join the Minister for Forestry to take this opportunity to commend the Speaker for the initiative taken to blend our worthy customs and traditions in the opening ceremony of Parliament.  Very moving as rightly observed by the Minister for Forestry yesterday, which I think adds meaning to what this honorable House stands for.  I would like to commend the Chair for that worthy initiative displayed yesterday.  


I just want to add here that this House can only maintain its honorability as a symbol of unity and peace as long as we accord it that honor by the way we conduct ourselves as elected Members and members of this honorable House.    

This House is only a house.  It is how we conduct ourselves in this House that sends the kind of picture to the people watching us, especially the people who voted us to Parliament.  Failing that, I would like to observe that Parliament would be nothing more than another mad house and a venue where conflicting, narrow, selfish interest of members of Parliament are pursued if we do not allow the system to work as it should.  People are going to run here and there looking for shelter because they are scared that they must win the next elections, and so it is “I must win”.


Sir, as I said on the floor of parliament several times, these positions do not belong to our fathers.  They are not our personal properties.  But they belong to the people of this country.  In fact, if we allow the system to deliver there is almost every guarantee that people are going to recognize you.  But the way it is going because of the way we organize ourselves that “this one belongs to us, that one belongs to us”, and so people run to where those things are so that they guarantee themselves for another election.  I just want to reiterate that point.  I guess what I am saying here is that we have the duty as members of this honorable house to maintain the honorability of this house.


Sir, as for the speech from the throne, as I said I do not have any real problem with it.  The only aspect that is, I guess, worth commending is the endurance of his Excellency to be able to go through almost two and half hours.  Sir, for his age, that is quite a feat to sit down and read a very long speech.  It is no wonder that his Excellency had to express his disappointment over the way his office was requested to do the government’s dirty work.  


Sir, the way this speech should be really prepared is that ministries are requested to come up with position papers on issues that they want his Excellency to read on behalf of the government and send it to the Prime Minister’s Office.  From the Prime Minister’s Office, there should be a committee that sits down, looks at the government’s policy, look at what his Excellency must present because we are talking about bringing down the head of state to the level of politicians to come and read the speech on behalf of the government.  

Whatever goes up to the Government House must be properly checked.  A committee should in fact sit down, look at the speech, first draft, second draft, third, draft and fourth draft of the speech.  His Excellency is the head of state and is also a symbol of unity in bringing together the country.  Therefore, whatever we want his Excellency to say, although we might want to blend some politics inside, we must always be careful to respect that office.   

Mr Speaker, I would like to express my deep disappointment that we could be that disrespectful to the office of the head of state to labor his Excellency with that speech.  I would not raise this concern if his Excellency himself had not raised it on the floor of parliament expressing his deep concern that he only received about 65 pages of draft crude thinking by ministries and he was required to condense it down.  In fact he did a good job of it over that number of days to condense it down to the number of pages that was presented to us.  In fact as rightly confirmed by the Member for Savo/Russells there is nothing new in the content of the speech because it only continues to say the same things.  

Sir, in fact what the government wants his Excellency to tell Parliament, as I have said are ongoing programs, which would happen anyway whether or not CNURA Group is in government.  They are not new things because they are either RAMSI programs, which the Solomon Islands Government does not have control over or ongoing sector programs by different ministries.  In fact the only new things were the Grand Coalition for Change Government’s strategy in the productive sector, which this CNURA government decided to continue with some of them, and I did not have any problems with that.  

But I think what this nation was expecting to hear from his Excellency because of a lot of media hypes was how the so called rural advancement and national unity program of the CNURA government would be different from the bottom up peace conscious development strategy of the Grand Coalition for Change Government to justify all the fuss that we had to go through in the last months that saw a change of government.  And I find the comments by the Minister for Forestry very interesting.  Comments like “we should not argue or we should be like that” are very good advices.  Just imagine if this prime minister is sitting down there.  I am sure we will argue because you would surely criticize those programs.  That is why I said that these things are just the same things happening every year, they are ongoing.  We come to take on, the next government goes down, and another one goes ahead.  

Instead what we are bombarded with were policy measures that have been tendered on this floor of parliament by different governments over the years.  Of course, we are disappointed but I guess that is the nature of that thing.   

Sir, my first problem, and as I said I have no problem with the speech, no problem with the ongoing programs, but what is at stake now here is that there is a government in place that made some very, very big statements, and stickability to what we are saying is important. Because you are judged, the first impression speaks a lot about whomever it is that says those things.  And that is my first problem, and that is to believe what the government is saying.  That is my big problem given the very poor record this government demonstrated when it took over office.  

This is not a criticism to government but it is an advice to ask you to wake up.  You said something that you did not do.  I am telling you that.  I think the statement “action speaks louder than words” has a lot of meaning here.  I judge this government just by the first page of the statement – page 2 of this Coalition for National Unity policy statement.  

I just want to remind us to wake up and start to be serious of what we are saying because when we are doing something else besides what we are saying, you are judged immediately by people.  You are just like an open book.  

As I said it is one thing to say big things about what we are planning to do but it is quite another thing to actually do it.  In other words, as I said already that action speaks louder than words, people will only be convinced about what we say if our actions are inline with what we say.  

The attitude and actions of the government on a number of issues that strike directly at the heart of the principles, which the group declares as its guiding principles, the yardstick that guides the way they think, they operate, they relate to issues, casts serious doubt on the credibility of anything this government is saying in its policy statements.  
Sir, first is the acknowledgement of the sovereignty and the lordship of Jesus Christ in our lives.  Sir, that is a broad principle and it permeates every aspect of our lives in the way we relate to Jesus as our lord and savior.  What the group needs to remember is that God is not interested in mere expressions of religiousness.  No, He appreciates practical Christianity and not theory of religion.  I will leave it there.

I am saying that, and people will say he is again raising the same issue but as you can see the arrest and deportation of the former Attorney General is one of such actions.  Sir, the Prime Minister on this floor of parliament stood up and assured the people of Solomon Islands that the government will fully comply with the principles of international laws and the legal processes and procedures under our laws in how they are going to deal with him.  They failed miserably to live up to their commitment.  Now I am not sure what you call that but to all right thinking Solomon Islanders this is dishonesty and directly contradicts their profession of leadership that upholds honesty in public dealings and principled in every conduct as outlined in their policy statements.  

Sir, in fact this illegal action against the former Attorney General is the most unchristian act committed by people of this country against a citizen of this planet who has rights under international laws and laws of Solomon Islands by a government, and ironically, by a government that claims the principles of Christianity as its guiding rod.  This clearly contradicts their expressed commitment to respect human dignity and the principles of equality and social justice.  
Sir, to make the hypocrisy so evident they chose the festive season when Solomon Islands is celebrating the birthday of the very person they claim to be loyal to who is the Prince of Peace and love personify to inflict this inhuman act against this person.  And yet we have the audacity to express that we acknowledge the sovereignty of God Almighty and depend on the lordship of Jesus Christ for guidance and blessings now until the Second Advent.  This is serious.  This is hypocrisy in its blatant form.

Sir, what the group must appreciate is that God cannot be mocked.  For whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap.  You sow hypocrisy; you will harvest the consequences thereof in God’s own good time.   He will deal with this issue.  
Sir, the illegal action also contradicts their claim for transparency, accountability, responsibility and respect for the rule of law and traditional values as foundation for good governance.  This is the group that continues to advance the slogan “no one is above the law”.  

Sir, talking about transparency and accountability, I think the effectiveness of any checking mechanism requires a cementer of structure, an arms length relationship between the organization or persons to be the subject of surveillance or the good governance institutions.  There must be an arms length situation.  But this time that is not the case.  The SICA, NCW, the Solomon Island Transparency International, and in fact I heard that the General Secretary will also be given a job, certain NGOs, the country’s newspapers – one or two of them maybe, are now part of the CNURA Government for actively involving in getting things going.  In fact, for the newspapers, a lot of articles were sent but they did not print them.  When people respond to statements of the government they did not print them.  I guess this threatens anything we believe about good governance.  
Sir, I can go on and list many things but I think I have made my point that we say something that we did not leave up to.  These are bold black and white statements.  I did not write these statements but you did.  These are bold statements, these are things that should guide the way you think and relate to issues.  

Political appointees, goodness me, we were almost killed by the way you criticized the Grand Coalition for Change Government on this issue.  It is true the number decreased but their salaries went up to $3million.  We employed more people but with less, only about $2million.  But what is presented before us, and this is not time to debate the budget yet, is $3million over.   What we are doing is increase the conditions of only a very few individuals.  

We talk about good governance, but I find the explanation by, and because he represents the government, and I think I need to raise it on the floor of parliament that the Minister for Mines and Rural Electrification tried to use adjectives to describe nepotism, legalized nepotism.  Nepotism is nepotism man.  Goodness, me how come we employ our own wives into the boards.  That is not right.  People like these tarnish the image of the government, only a very few people.  Everyone is alright.  May be the Minister of Forestry is good too, but a very few people tarnish the image of the government.  I am saying this in the context of all the principles you outlined.  Principle such as “this is what we are going to do”.   Well, do it then.  If this person tarnishes the image of the government then sack him, sack him.  Sack him so that people will see us as sticking to our principles.  I only sacked one person but the Minster for Forestry sacked 10 people.  But they stick on, and I am surprised.  I think it is green leaf.  Actually 12 were sacked by the Minister for Forestry when he was prime minister.  I only sacked two, and for very good reasons.  I gave reasons why I did it.  I was very open to the person that I sacked.  I fully outlined to him fully as to why he is no longer fit to be in her majesty’s government and so you need to go.  This is not like the one line statement saying you are sacked today, and the person receiving the letter did not know why he was sacked.  That is not right.  If you do that you are not a good leader.  Your ministers are your friends.  In fact they cast the vote for you, and it is painful always to sack a minister because that person’s one ballot got you elected as prime minister.

I just want to raise the point, Mr Speaker, that we made very big statements.  I said I did not have problem with the statement, I did not have problem with ongoing programs but I have problem with the government that has custody over the system now.  If you cannot leave up to your words then no one will trust you.  That is my point.  
All the big statements we are saying on the floor of this parliament, which will also come when the Minister of Finance presented the budget speech and also from the speech from the throne in here, I do not have problem with all of these.  They are the same things that have been coming on the floor of parliament and so I think Members of Parliament should be immune to them and start accepting them.  I think what we should be really concerned about now is whether we who are given the mandate by this parliament to be in custody of the system live up to our words and do what we say we are going to do.  I think that is the issue.

Sir, there are a number of things but to be fair there is more opportunity to raise these issues during the budget speech that is coming, there is the motion of sine die which the Member for Forestry is geared up already to criticize this side of the house, and so we will have opportunity again to raise a lot of concerns and relate it when the budget speech is presented.  But at this point in time I just want to raise that point, not as a criticism to the government.  Not at all.  We have reconciled already.  What are all those hugs outside there for, and the exchange of shell money?  That has meaning.  

I stand here just to remind the government that if you want to be trusted by the people of this country live up to what you say.  Any Minister who does not behave, sack him, remove him because he does not have any right to sit down in her majesty’s cabinet table, and to even deliberate on issues and talk about good governance and whatever.   

We can go on and talk about corruption, but I think that is enough at this point in time.  When the appropriate time comes we will raise this issue again.  

Mr Speaker, I support the motion.    

Mr WAIPORA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker for giving me this chance to contribute to the speech from the throne delivered to us yesterday. 

I also would like to thank my colleague, the MP for East Makira for moving the motion for Members of Parliament to debate on this floor of Parliament.   The motion reads, we, the National Parliament of Solomon Islands here assembled, beg leave to offer thanks for the speech addressed by you to Parliament on Monday 17th March 2008.  

Mr Speaker, I think you should add one more word to this motion, and that is “beg to live, offer thanks and sorry for the speech”.  Mr Speaker, I would like to make a little joke on the speech before I come to the points very briefly and sit down.  But I would like to thank the Governor General for taking his time to come down here at the invitation of the Parliament to deliver that speech.

Mr Speaker, you all know that I am not a young man but an old man and so I know all about speeches from the throne that were presented in this house.  I have also assisted a few times in drafting speeches from the throne during the time of a former member for West Makira was prime minister and so I know a bit about speeches from the throne.  If you live and work in the provinces and come with a delegation to Honiara, this is a tour report from a provincial delegation.  
Mr Speaker, I am sad because the Governor General will be down in the records of history for delivering a very long speech.  I don’t know who wrote that speech.  I am sad because the highest constitutional post holder in this country, the representative of the Queen in our country has been belittled for coming down here to read a speech that is more than two hours.  Do you think people from outside are listening to the speech?  Not at all.   Some of then listened and then they turned off their radio, they turned off the “One News”.  You go and ask people and they will tell you that is what they did yesterday.  I am a person who always mixes around with the public and so I know this.   
I am sad, Mr Speaker, because I want to express my disappointment that although the speech is telling us the programs the government is going to do in the next two years, I find the speech non inspiring and lacks any sound of authority in it.  It is just like a provincial tour report, which I referred to previously.  Mr Speaker, His Excellency himself expressed disappointment because even you Ministers walked in and out, and not listen to the speech.  But who came up with that speech.  

Mr Speaker, I am merely trying to express my disappointment because during his Excellency’s presentation of the speech, I started taking notes and seem to be doing it forever because the speech is not likely to end, and so much so that Governor General expressed his disappointment.  

Mr Speaker, as far as I know speeches from the throne, which I participated with others in writing were normally written at Tambea.  A task force was appointed to do the work of writing the speech.  

Hon Kemakeza(interjecting):  They went there to drink alcohol.

Mr Waipora:  But they did a very good work.

Mr Speaker, I think that is about the speech itself.  I am a bit disappointed with.   You are well educated and so you can write good speeches.  I am not a well educated person but the wisdom of God tells me that the speech is not right.  
Mr Speaker, I am not sure whether the Prime Minister even reads this speech before giving it to the Governor General to be read in this house.   That is about the speech.  

I would like to comment a bit on some of the things mentioned in the speech and which are even mentioned in the policy statement of the government, which some of you Ministers never read. 
Mr Speaker, during the time of the Grand Coalition for Change Government, we talked about education and we came to one particular issue, and this is on establishing of a university in the country.  I can also see this mentioned in here.  I thank you for this but as I have told you, when the Prime Minister was the former Minister for Education, I told him to try and look into the issue of spreading developments throughout the country.  With this, I can confidently say that that we from Makira are ready to take a university to Waimapuru.  I say this because the facilities available now at Waimapuru are adequate for the purposes of a university.  It is just a matter of upgrading these facilities.  This is to avoid people congregating in one place like Guadalcanal so that our people from Guadalcanal become angry with us.  We from the Makira/Ulawa Province are prepared to host a university if the government gives the green light.  
I have already told the Honorable Prime Minister when he was Minister of Education about this and we had a bit of argument over it.   But that is on the point of education.  I want to tell you that on behalf of the people Makira/Ulawa Province standing here, I can assure you that we are prepared to host this university.  
The landlords of the land at Waimapuru National Secondary School are Temotu and Makira Provinces.  If you put anything there you will have no problem about land and the land mass there is big.  
Rehabilitation and reconciliation are very important issues.  I would just like to quickly point out that whatever reconciliations we might make must involve the people concerned and not to commit chiefs and church leaders unnecessarily.  We must make sure that those who are actually on the ground, those who actually fight must be involved in the reconciliations.    
Mr Speaker, the capable government CNURA government knows but there is very high hope and there is very high expectation of the rehabilitation package for ex-combatants from Guadalcanal, and Malaita and other provinces.  There is very high hope in this and so you must handle this very cautiously.  You must handle this with care.  

Some public officers have been trying to point this out but even the Permanent Secretary of Finance said that this is mere speculation.   But as far as I know this is not speculation, it is there in the policy statements.  I think the Permanent Sectary must not have read the policy of his Minister.  He should first of all read the policy statements before answering questions.  I am not a member of the Public Accounts Committee but I observed this from outside.  
I just want to warn the government that this is a promise of its own.  I leave it in your very capable hands.  
On provincial government, Mr Speaker, and I am the spokesman of Provincial Government, to say the least, today the provincial government is a defunct ministry.  It is a defunct ministry, I can tell you.  Every day the Minister is not in the office so that he could work with his officers.  There is no Permanent Secretary of the ministry too because he was sacked.  May be a new PS has been appointed but the old one was sacked.  
Mr Speaker, the provincial government must be strengthened as stated in the speech.  It must be strengthened.  In fact that policy was put in place by me.  But I am going to further expand on it when we come to debate the budget.    
Mr Speaker, we should be concern about provincial governments because when you talk about agriculture you are talking about the agriculture sector, when you talk about forestry you are talking about the forestry sector, when you talk about education you are talking about the education sector but when you talk about provincial government you are talking about the whole nation.  Now why did you put an incapable Minister to that Ministry Mr Speaker?  
I believe the Ministry of Provincial Government does not properly handle the provinces and that is why they are starting to rock the boats now.  Today there are all sorts of motion coming up within the provinces themselves.  During my time as Minister for Provincial Government for the last two year there was no motion of no confidence moved in the provinces.   
Hon Fono (interjecting):  That is why you suspended Makira Province.

Mr Waipora:  Makira, I am exercising discipline.  If you want to refer to Makira I was exercising discipline on those people and because of that they learn.  
Mr Speaker, on forestry, I can see the Minister of Forestry coming up with very good policies mentioned in there.   I asked your officers to go and inspect and they came back making recommendations that certain licenses should be suspended and cancelled but why are they still operating.  Can you tell me why they are still operating when your officers have already recommended for the license to be suspended or cancelled?  Stop passing the bucks around.  
I know that if the Minister for Forestry is on this side he would have shout out at this but just because he is the Minister he starts to cut across over me.  But anyway he is my good friend.  I am sorry, Mr Speaker, for not visiting you for a long time now but I will do that next time.  But please, my plea to you my Honorable Minister is to look into the things I am raising today.   I don’t know why but I suspect something wrong must be going on down there.  
I say this because your officers were carrying out the responsibilities and duties they were sent for, but instead I heard an old man stoning another person who was doing survey for logging operations.  This is a true story.  Somebody was told to stop but he still went on and so he was stoned.  Mr Speaker, I mention this because it is very important for my area in West Makira constituency.  
Mr Speaker, I will speak again when we come to debate the budget but I think this is all I want to contribute to this Speech from the Throne.  I want to thank the Government and His Excellency the Governor General for coming down to deliver this important speech in a traditional manner that we adopted since we adopted the Westminster System in Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, I will say more during the debate of the budget, and so with those few remarks I support the motion.

Mr AGOVAKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  First of all, perhaps on behalf of my constituency, I would like to congratulate you for being duly elected to the post of Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.  Congratulations on behalf of myself and my people of Central Guadalcanal.


Mr Speaker, the opening of the Parliament yesterday was a moving occasion.  When the House Committee met, a suggestion came from Parliament officers to start the process of getting our people involved in the opening of Parliament to include custom ceremonies, traditional dances etc.  I totally agree with the idea. 
The Member for West Makira unanimously approved the opening of Parliament with traditional customs around Solomon Islands.  And yesterday it started off with Guadalcanal Province.  At this juncture, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank those who were involved in that process.  I think the Member for Savo, the Minister for Forestry has eloquently said by thanking those responsible.  I again wish to also join him to thank those who have made it a success in the opening of the parliament session yesterday.


This is in the spirit of Solomon Islands.  This is part of nation building, as this document says.  Again it warned us of the fact that we should not be complacent.  Our people should realize it and learn to live and build from the land so that they can learn to live.


Mr Speaker, I would like to bring to you to the reconciliation rehabilitation policy of the Government, which they speak so much about in their policy documents.


Mr Speaker, reconciliation is not an easy task.  It is a difficult task.  I must say here that if Guadalcanal and Malaita are to reconcile, they themselves have to reconcile first.   Those in Guadalcanal have to reconcile and those in Malaita have to reconcile before the two provinces can reconcile themselves and then they can reconcile with the other provinces. 


Today, Mr Speaker, I am trying to get my people of Guadalcanal to reconcile.  Some of the ex-militants told me that if they do not reconcile, none of the projects that are happening in Central Guadalcanal will eventuate.  I told them that, that is not how we should go about national projects.  I told them to allow us, the national government, myself as the Member of Central Guadalcanal to try and get them to reconcile so that we can go forward in the development of our country and our constituency.


Whilst we are talking about reconciliation on one hand, Mr Speaker, the opposite is happening on the other hand.  I say this because if you go across the bridge from Betikama river, that is alienated land given by the government to Levers for purposes of agricultural development.


Today, Mr Speaker, if you go to Lunga and Tenaru you will find, not for agriculture developments for what the land was given for.  You will rather see people building restaurants, houses, squattering, doing all sorts of things on that land.   

When we talk about reconciliation on this side we are doing the opposite on the other side.  Why can’t people respect our land?  Why can’t people respect our culture, Mr Speaker?  We talk about reconciliation on this side of the government and yet you are allowing people to go and squatter there, and to do all sorts of developments.  
Give back our land.  I call on this House to give back those alienated land.  I look at your policy and find that there is no return of alienated land in your policy, Mr Speaker.  This is what the bona fide demands of Guadalcanal is all about.  Land issue!  If alienated lands of Guadalcanal are not returned to the Guadalcanal indigenous landowners how can we reconcile?  What is reconciliation to us when we do not achieve what we want, Mr Speaker?  I question this reconciliation.  Reconciliation for what when we are doing the opposite on the other hand?  

We also talk about the economic and productive sectoral development Mr Speaker, and we go down to agriculture and livestock and talk about rice.  May be those in Metapona will give their land for rice development but Lunga land is on halt until the alienated land is returned to the landowners.  
You talk about fisheries and marine resources where the government is thinking of building an oil factory processing plant from Dodo Creek to Tenaru River.   This is another big development on Guadalcanal.

Doing this, Mr  Speaker, will surely attract people to come to Guadalcanal to look for employment and look for better life here.  Why are you doing this when we are trying to talk about devolving economic development to the provinces?  Devolving development will make people stay in their villages and their provinces and help themselves.  There will be a lot of spin-offs there.  That is why I support the Suava Bay Fishing Project.  You should develop the provinces. 

When we come to education you are talking about building universities on Guadalcanal again.  The SDA Church is thinking of building a university at the Burns Creek area there, the Anglican Church would like to build at Tenavatu area and the National Government is thinking of upgrading the College of Higher Education.  Why don’t we share these institution developments outside of Honiara, let alone Guadalcanal?  The Member for Makira is here.  His land is open so why don’t you consider it?  Go there.

Mr Speaker, then again, when we come to Mines and Energy and Rural Electrification, you are talking about the Tina Hydro.  All the developments will be here again.  What about your provinces?

Mr Speaker, when I look at Forestry and where is the Minister for Forestry, he should be sitting down here, the Minister for Forestry talked about no stone unturned.  When I looked at this document, Mr Speaker, and I look at forestry there is no talk of milling, and down processing of our logs.

Let me tell you a story, Mr Speaker.  When we were in the Philippines, I happened to visit two logging, milling and down processing plants.  I am sad to say that a lot of the logs exported to these two companies have been totally utilized and their benefits reaped.  One factory that we went  to, all our logs from Solomon Islands have been downstream processed into prefabricate housing and exported to Japan for the cost of more than the worth of the logs.   
Sir, I am calling on the government to stop logging now.  Put legislation and regulations to stop logging.  Stop the sale of logging so that we can do logging ourselves.  We can do down processing and milling.  This report says that in five years time all our logs will be gone.  There is no rehabilitation and there is no replanting of logs, and so when I look at forestry what are you talking about stones unturned.  

Mr Speaker, when I look at Commerce, Industry, Immigration and Employment, one thing came to mind, is the Russell Islands Plantations Estate Limited.  This company, Mr Speaker, is not functioning, it is defunct, it should be written off.  The Ministry of Finance should write this company off.  Put them in the books so that they pay back all their dues.  
If you look at RIPEL land rent it has been paying since 1st of January 1987.  It has not paid rent for the last 10 years.  The government is losing revenue through loss of income from land rentals.  And besides, Mr Speaker, the Manager of RIPEL is going to cause a lot more problems for us.  What he is doing now, he is a land speculator.  
Look at RIPEL land.  He is speculating.  He is not developing it for the purpose of which the land was leased to him by the Commissioner of Lands.  He is selling it left, right, centre, every directions.

When my people drive home after work or after selling their market products they look at the Lunga land and feel sad on why the government allowed this to happen.   Why is the government allowing Guadalcanal land to be sold left, right and centre by somebody who is not a Solomon Islands indigenous person, Mr Speaker?  The ethnic tension has just finished, this is another ethnic tension that we are going to have.  And what did Guadalcanal people fight about, Mr Speaker?  Land!  

Mr Speaker, still on Commerce, Industry and Immigration, on seasonal worker, I encourage the Minister to continue with the seasonal workers program.  The Labour cooperation between the Solomon Islands Government and Taiwan, one in Canada, New Zealand and pursue more Australia. Now that we have mended our relations with Australia they will be more sympathetic with us for our seasonal workers.

Again on Commerce, Industry, Immigration and Employment, Mr Speaker, I encourage the Minister to go ahead with the reforms that we have started on the labor law reform, the companies act reform, the immigration law reform and also how to make business easier here in Solomon Islands.  

Mr Speaker, if the Minister can adhere to increase the legal minimum wage so that our people’s wages can rise up a little bit.  At the moment, Mr Speaker, it is $1.20 and the cost of goods....

Hon Fono (interjecting):  Why didn’t you do it the last two years?

Mr Agovaka:  Because you took over the government.  We have done it.  Yes, that was two years consultation!  And now the report is there.   Do you want another two years of consultation?  You have to get all stakeholders to agree. 


Mr Speaker, on Infrastructure Development, I want to encourage my good friend, the Minister for Infrastructure Development to go ahead and refurbish all existing roads, bridges, wharves and airports.  Repair the Naha road too. We, in Vura cannot drive on those roads.  The Deputy Prime Minister leaves up at Vura but he does not recognize the road.  The road is damaged.  If cars, taxis and buses travel on those roads people suffer there.

Hon Fono (interjecting):  It is coming.

Mr Agovaka: Good, thank you.  Do it.  Otherwise you say it is coming but it never comes.

Again on Infrastructure Development, Lands, Housing and Survey, Mr Speaker, I encourage the government to go ahead and form this land board for transparency.  Do you know what is happening in the Ministry of Lands, Mr Speaker?  It is the small people, the lands officers who are doing all the subdivision of crown lands and alienated lands, they give it to the Commissioner to sign and that person gets the titles.  Mr Speaker, these people should be investigated.  I am serious.  Where is the Minister for Lands?  You should investigate your officers.   
I think there is a lot to be desired from this.  Just think about those lands being given out and then subdivided so much so that even land on hill sides were given away too.  How could you possibly build a house there?  Or is it in compliance to the Town and Country Planning Regulations that people are building houses on hill sides?  Try driving up the Mbokona Road and you will see a lot of houses built on hill sides.  What will happen if a landslide occurs?  Our people are going to die.  
Mr Speaker, I also want you to check building standards whether they are according to the specifications of the Ministries of both Lands and Infrastructure?  Are they strengthened?  Are they strong enough to withhold earthquake and landslide?


Mr Speaker, on Health and Medical Services, I would like to call on the government to assist our Mini Hospital at Tetere.  Please assist us with funding and also give us doctors, nurses and other staff.


On National Security and Foreign Relations, Mr Speaker, I would like to stand here and congratulate the Justice and Legal Affairs system for the wonderful task they have been doing after the ethnic tension.  I encourage the Minister to continue to support them so that law and order is maintained in our country.  
On Police and National Security, we must also support our police officers, security officers so that they can continue to carry out the good work they have been doing so far.


In terms of Foreign Relations and External Trade, Mr Speaker, I must congratulate the Government for not only building our relations with Australia and New Zealand but also set in place the motion that will assist us in our aid and also our economic development and other development that we are undertaking.


On the protection of civil rights, Mr Speaker, Home Affairs must continue to support the women and also support National Unity, Reconciliation and Peace.


On Provincial Government, Mr Speaker, the issue of state government for Guadalcanal is an important issue, and I would like to ask the Government to continue to look into it favorably by continuing to look at the draft that has been in place so that we can go forward and change our constitution.


Mr Speaker, having said all these, I would like to give thanks to His Excellency, the Governor-General  of Solomon Islands for his tolerance and diligent delivery of the speech.


With this, I beg to support this motion.

(applause)

Mr TANEKO:  Thank you Mr Speaker, I will be very brief in my debate of this important Speech from the Throne.


Mr Speaker, first of all I would like to thank you on behalf of my people for your very important appointment to that office, a highest appointment you have taken up as from yesterday.  I thank you for your appointment as the Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, yesterday’s opening of the Parliament Meeting is a new area of development in the House of the Solomon Islands Government.  I thank the Chairman of the House Committee, and I am also in the Committee as well.  Solomon Islands is starting to see and visualize who we are and how we can bring forth the senses within the country, and the constitution of Solomon Islands as a nation.  I thank the Solomon Islands Government and the Leader of the Opposition for the very, very important ceremony we had yesterday at the opening of the Seventh Meeting of Parliament.  It is a big achievement for the nation Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, I would first of all like to thank the Almighty, the supreme power of this House.  We are now in the seasons of Easter.  We had the last meeting on Christmas Eve and this is a message for us.  The last meeting we had was on Christmas Eve, the 24th December under the Leadership of the Opposition Leader, and that was a message for joy on Christmas.  Today we are meeting at this season of Easter and it is a season to forgive each other so that we can realize the sins we have committed.  I thank the two leaders yesterday for demonstrating to the nation of Solomon Islands that they have reconciled.  They have built a bridge together, one nation in unity as the coalition of national unity on the policy statement, and that is what they believe.  Thank you, Prime Minister for reconciling with the Leader of the Opposition.  To reconcile and forgive each other, and humble ourselves in leading the nation of Solomon Islands will benefit our people.  


Mr Speaker, I for one after going home analyzed the speech and could not help but think back on Independence Day in 1978, and now we are focusing to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Solomon Islands.  

Much have been said, Mr Speaker, and repeated in Parliament.  This is the holy table giving authority to each Member that what we say in here is what we believe.  That is what I believe myself.  I thank the CNURA Government for the approach it is taking on rural advancement policy, which is similar to the bottom up approach.  It is about time we realize that whatever we preach as policy statements of the government, time is running out.


I like the way the statement here by the CNURA Government in their policy statement.  It says:  “Run with it, don’t walk with it, don’t sleep with it, run with it.”  This is the message.  This is the very message for the 50 Members of Parliament.  It is not time to preach in words, it is time to put action into words.  There is no longer time to waste, Mr Speaker.  It is about time to change the face of Solomon Islands, and these are the very people who voted us into Parliament.  


I repeat myself to say thank you Prime Minister and thank you Leader of the Opposition for bridging unity in your hearts.  I just came back.   I toured my constituency and I have seen that people are crying and waiting for manna to go down to them so that they can receive the things we have promised them.  May I quote from the Holy Scripture?  This is the holy week and I must remind everyone of you.  Monday yesterday was the beginning of the holy week, a time to humble and a time to forgive. 


Mr Speaker, this is from Proverbs 29:18:  “A nation without God’s guidance is a nation without order.  Happy are those who keep God’s law.”  I thank the two leaders for reconciling.  Let us run with it.  That is the statement of this very government of the day.  
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for allowing me to be on this side of the House.  I thank you for your understanding.  I am a neutral person to give peace to all.  I believe in this.
(laughter)

My spirit says we should be one. That is the culture of Solomon Islands but the Westminster System divided us from the beginning of the day, which does not belong to us.


Mr Speaker, I am going to sit down, and I know you people are very, very interested because this is the holy week.  If I have hurt you previously, forgive me because this is the holy week.


I wish to thank the mover of the motion, the Member for East Makira.  This is a very, very important traditional motion.  In analyzing the Speech from the Throne, it reminds me of one thing.  It reminds us as leaders, with our Prime Minister that for every word we say in the policy statements, let us do it.  Let us put it to action.  That is the simple analysis of a man from Shortlands.

  I do not want to repeat it because all the statements and the speech are ongoing from day one from the independence of this country to the very point of yesterday.  It reminds me as a leader representing my people that you must believe in what you say and do it.  Do it, run with it, don’t sleep with it, don’t walk with it, but move it and have the answer to it.  Let us all work to change the face of Solomon Islands.

Solomon Islands is very rich in natural resources.  The timbers are going.  I am one of those leaders who come from the small island of Shortlands and I have seen log shipments up until I am bald now, and there is nothing that has been put back to that small island.  Nothing.  There are no infrastructures, no clinics, no better roads, no better schools, and why?  This is because somebody else owns the project.  Somebody who does not belong to that place has taken away all the blessings.  So let us do it.  Rural advancement or whatever, bottom up approach, let us own that policy.  We have to own that policy.  In other words, what the policy says is what we must believe.


The Bible says in James 2:17 that “Faith without action is dead.”  You can preach your policies but if you don’t do it, if you don’t action it, I am sorry I will be wasting my time in this Parliament representing my people because there is nothing and no action to it.  They don’t see anything tangible with their eyes and touch it because it is down on paper for nothing.  I have to do it.


The Minister for National Planning is watching me now.  I am sure he has a big basket s that he is going to deliver to the nation of Solomon Islands.  Thank you.  And I am sure that the donor partners are listening.  Whatever basket they have for us this Easter, please give it to us so that we deliver to our people.  (The Minister for Rural Advancement is laughing as well.  Thank you for having something big for our people).


Mr Speaker, there is going to be something very big.  When you see the CNURA Government Policy it only concentrates on six major strategic areas.   The government of the day, and whichever government, have many brains, professional people, accountants and lawyers and economics have put up papers together, they brainstorm together, they visualize together, but what is the problem?  We put them in files and forget about them.  Let us do it.  Let us go with it, run with it, make the action and I’m sure we can change the face of Solomon Islands.


 Mr Speaker, we have very good leaders, I am sure under their leadership and the support of each member who are here whether you are the Opposition or the Government, let us work together for the betterment of this nation because our children and our grannies are waiting.  The time we are living in now, have to remember that these are people who change the face of Solomon islands.


This is the time of the holy week.  I am sure what we say in here will glorify the one who put us here in this House at this very holy table, at this very holy seat that we are here to focus, visualize and talk about things that are tangible.  


Mr Speaker, I do not want to talk very much.  As I said, when I analyze the speech the message for us all from the Speech from the Throne is reminding us that what we preach to our people, my leaders, my ministers, my backbenchers, Leader of the Opposition we must work for it and deliver the services to the one who appointed to this very House of Parliament.   That is the message I can see in the speech.   
We are going to debate the Budget and when we approve it, let us run with it, let us take it home so that our people can see us and we can touch the hearts of the very people who gave us the power to be in this Parliament.


When I was here yesterday, I too was bored and tired.  But when I read through the speech last night, it was true the Speech is just reminding us.  It is a reminding message on what we preach in the policy statements of any government.  When we preach it, we must believe it, and action it.  That is how I see it.


Thank you, Mr Speaker, for this very short message I got from the Speech from the Throne.  I thank him for reminding this House at this time of Easter.  I also thank you Mr Speaker, for allowing this small man from the far border.  Thank you and I want to say here Mr Speaker, the Prime Minister, Ministers, the Leader of the Opposition, Backbenchers and all Members present here, Happy Easter celebrations.  Let us enjoy that Easter is real for us in Solomon Islands.  Thank you, and God bless you all.

Hon TORA:  Mr Speaker, I would also like to take this opportunity in sharing briefly to the motion moved by the Honorable Colleague for East Makira this morning.


Let me first of all, Mr Speaker, take this opportunity to congratulate you for accepting nominations and taking up that high office as the Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.  I would like to congratulate you on behalf of my people of Ulawa and Ugi Constituency, and of course the staff of my Ministry.


Mr Speaker, my view on the Speech from the Throne is that there is nothing wrong with it.  What comes out of it really matters.  Although it took about two hours yesterday, only a few of us sat down throughout when the speech from the throne was delivered by His Excellency, the Governor-General.  Even the public gallery was packed with people at the beginning of the speech but when I looked again up it was empty too.


As I said, Mr Speaker, the speech itself is not a problem because the speech contains the visions of the CNURA Government to deliver services to our people and this nation.  I think that really matters.  We were very concerned about the speech, the 50 pages speech, but for me, even if we have to sit down two days for the speech, it will not bother me.  May be next time I will ask the Permanent Secretaries to come up with two days speech from the throne.  Yesterday I saw almost three quarters of the House, the Members who are present sitting down here.  I would like to congratulate all of them who sat down throughout the speech.  Thank you very much indeed colleagues.  It shows we are true leaders.


I would like to reflect on what happened yesterday.  I think it was the first time in history for us to see what happened yesterday outside before we came in for the speech from the throne.  I too as a responsible leader would like to thank the people of Guadalcanal, especially those who have given their time yesterday, the women and the men or even if any children came with them.  I would like to thank them all.  Whatever provincial wards you come from, you are representing your province and your culture of this island of Guadalcanal. 
On behalf of my people I would like to thank you for upholding the customs and values that we all witnessed yesterday.  Not forgetting too that I as a peaceful man, although I have been criticized very badly but I uphold Christian principles on what we have seen this week, the holy week.  If you are criticized by people, it is very important as a leader to humble yourself.  You go down.  This is very important in Christianity.  That is my belief. 


I would like to thank the Honorable Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition for acceptance displayed in the eyes of our people and even to the leaders who gathered here yesterday.  
Some may take it wrongly as I analyzed it.  May be some others views are different but for me as a leader, I almost burst into tears when I saw what happened yesterday.  I would like to thank them for acceptance in the exchange of shell money for showing it is a proper reconciliation between the two leaders of our country because the Leader of the Opposition is the alternative government.


 I do not want to talk very much, Mr Speaker, because I believe everybody wants to speak and contribute to how they see, how they feel and how they analyze the speech from the throne.  
As I said Mr Speaker, everything inside the speech is normal.  The speech from the throne is customary.  It covers the policies and the framework of the government of the day.  Whatever we have seen, heard or may be has held up our time yesterday, I think we are leaders and should be patient and listen, get something from it so that when we come to debate the budget that is the time to fight over what you are not satisfied with Mr Speaker.  The speech is just a reflection of the policies and framework of the government, its visions, and what kind of services it would like to see to be delivered to our people.  We only have two years left.  We cannot wait and I think it is very important.


Some speakers have said and appealed to each one of us to work together.  Forget about the differences we have and our personal interests.  I think it is time to look ahead and work together to deliver services to our people in this nation.  
If we want to see change this is the time to do it.  It is not good if we come back in the next House after the general elections in 2010 and everything remains the same.  I believe the CNURA Government is serious.  It is really serious and appeals to each one of us, the leaders, to work together because the life of this present House is only two years and we cannot wait.  If we allow someone else to do it then we will not see any changes in our country.


I would like to thank His Excellency the Governor General for his time in coming to sit down here on the throne and read out what this government has for its people in this country.  I would also like to thank your office, Mr Speaker.  It is true what we saw yesterday that it has taken up almost two hours or so but your first day of sitting down there, Mr Speaker, I can see that it is a real call for you to take up that high office.  That is why I said I am very happy that you accepted nomination for this very high post. I would like to ask you that all of us must depend on one person alone and that is the Creator who is our director.  Many times we fall short for we are only human beings because nobody on this earth is perfect.  We are subject to the One who created us.


Mr Speaker, without taking too much of your time, because I believe many Members would like to contribute briefly on this very, very important motion on the speech from the throne to acknowledge their word of thanks to His Excellency and also whatever they want to say on how they look at this speech.  But for me, Mr Speaker, the content itself does not matter but the services and visions this Government has for its people that are very important.


With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  Thank you.

Hon HUNIEHU:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me the floor to briefly contribute to the motion on the speech from the throne.  But before I do so I would like to congratulate yourself for your successful election to the post of Deputy Speaker of the National Parliament.  This is a very demanding and challenging job, which I think you have the requisite skills and experience to navigate Parliament in the absence of the Speaker.


I would like to also take this opportunity to thank the Governor General for presenting the speech for the debate of this honorable house.  Furthermore, I would like to thank the mover of the motion, the MP for East Makira, for his words of response to His Excellency the Governor General.


Mr Speaker, the Speech from the Throne is just redefining the policy statements of the Government, and that is why it is a little detailed than the normal and traditional speeches from the Throne that we experienced in the past.  So I do not have any difficulty accepting that speech.  I think it was a very good speech
The speech also provides an opportunity for our development partners who were all present yesterday to know and hear from His Excellency the Governor General the intentions of each ministry in the next two years in the short, medium and long term. 

I see this as the first attempt by the CNURA Government in building confidence and trust with our development partners.  It does not really mean everything that the Governor General says will happen.  No, Mr Speaker.  The intention of the speech was precisely to amplify to the people of Solomon Islands, to our development partners the intention of this new government.  
Mr Speaker, this new government is only three months old, so what do you expect out of it?  It has taken over to repair damage.  It has taken over to rebuild confidence and trust that was seriously lost over the last two years when everyone knows we have been engaged in a lot of argument and political criticisms that are totally negative to the advancement of this country.  So allow the CNURA government to take us one step forward in building trust and confidence with our bilateral partners and multilateral agencies throughout the world.  

I can assure you, Mr Speaker, that the process of rebuilding our image and confidence with the outside world has begun very successfully.  That is the greatest achievement, I must say, that has occurred within the last three months.  
We are not an island, we are not a country in the sky, our development and their development hinges on each others partnership.  If we are to develop this country then we must work in cordialness and partnership with our development partners.  We cannot ignore them.  
Mr Speaker, we have to be mindful and we have to realize the important role our investors play in the development of this country.  I am pleased to say that over the last three months, people in Solomon Islands and in the world have a new high hope for this country.  
I can assure you that because just last week I had a meeting with the President of the World Bank in Washington DC and he believes that the CNURA-led government had started off with a good start.  He wants to see us continue to develop this relation on a more equitable and a more understanding basis so that we can enhance, so that we can increase the level of funding from our development partners including the multilateral institutions.  This is how I see the speech.  
I believe with that beginning, Mr Speaker, the budget next year will be even better than this year’s because budgets are very much associated with the way we make friendship.  The way we make friendship will be reflected in budgets and in the level of the assistance we receive.  
I think the word ‘distains’ that we must focus on is building credible and viable partnership with our development partners, with our investors, with people in the constituencies, with provinces and the churches, and we cannot neglect each of these sectors because that would be tantamount to acting in ignorance of the wishes of the people.  
We must listen to the majestic voices of the people as well, Mr Speaker, not like the last government who was fond of repudiating good suggestions offered by the general public.  Although the speech mistakenly omitted submissions from my own ministry, I take it as a mistake and I will cover the points adequately in the budget speech when I have the opportunity to make my presentation.

Mr Speaker, the object of the speech is to allow our development partners to see how linkages between ministries are coordinated in this new government.  How the Office of the Prime Minister coordinates institutions, ministries and all the stakeholders to participate more fully in the development of our good country.  

This country, Mr Speaker, is littered with resourcefulness.  We have more minerals than all of us may have realized.  We have more resources in the seas than we realize and it is only by putting our acts together in an effective collaborative manner, can we realize this.  This hinges on the mechanisms, the systems that we create in government institutions, and not only government ministries, but government institutions such as the Investment Corporation of Solomon Islands, the statutory bodies and all other bodies established by Acts of Parliament, to provide the required services our people need.  These statutory bodies and the Investment Corporations are governed by acts of Parliament and Ministers are duly appointed to administer these acts in the best interest of the people of Solomon Islands.  
I am saying this, Mr Speaker, because my decision was questioned by some speakers including the Leader of the Opposition and I want to explain to him in no uncertain term what this is all about.  Since independence and the years after, when boards of directors were appointed it would be at the deliberate decision of the Minister responsible.  He needs to appoint boards of directors that will work harmoniously with the management and with the ministry, the ministry that sets policies so that public assets, public interests are safeguarded through the harmonization of mechanisms established within these ministries and the level of administration.  

Soon after, Mr Speaker, the public seem to think that they should be the ones who have the right to be appointed as members to the board of directors.  May I ask you, Mr Speaker, that if these institutions fail to function, who will the Prime Minister summon?  Is it the public or the Minister responsible?  It must be the Minister responsible, Mr Speaker, and therefore, for the public to say that Ministers decisions are wrong before an appointed board even sat down for its first meeting is erroneous in the first place.  It is erroneous.  

My Prime Minister phoned me and I said the matter is resolved.  I am not like leaders who will unnecessarily defend the decisions they made even if it is not acceptable to the public.  I will listen to the majestic voices of the people.  If they disagree with the justification I made, the rationale I made in appointing boards, then who am I.  I am ready to accept a summon from the Prime Minister if the board fails to deliver what it is appointed to do.  
Mr Speaker, in regards to the Boards of SIWA and SIEA, since entering parliament I have seen how ineffective these Boards have always been, creating problems after problems after problems but these are institutions providing the most important services to the people of Honiara and Solomon Islands.  
What is the problem?  It is a board room problem, it is a management problem, it is lack of effective coordination between these three with the Ministry.  And so I thought that I would like to appoint a Board of Directors that works with me, that I can direct them according to government policies approved by the Cabinet of Solomon Islands.  
I have seen in this Parliament Ministers sacking Members of Parliament appointed to these Boards causing big political instability.  There was a Member of Parliament appointed to one of the Boards who did not say a word for the last four years when he was sacked during the dying days of the last four years.  He gave a marvelous speech, not a written speech but he just stood up and defended himself.  I do not where the Leader of Opposition is when this guy was defending himself.  Later I asked him how he was able to defend himself but why is that in the last four years he did not say a word.  He said that when his feeling is hurt he can show that he is a man too.  

Mr Speaker, because of the reform measures that I intend to undertake within these two Boards, reform measures that will involve the participation of our development partners, bilateral friends and the World Bank, I thought I have the right to appoint the Board that will protect the interest of my Ministry and the interest of the country.  Therefore, I was bias in appointing leaders from Guadalcanal to this Board because the resources we are targeting are on their land and we need them there to negotiate with landowners for electricity for the hydro.  

What will happen if this project came to fruition?  It will reduce the cost of electricity to Honiara by 50%, believe me or not, but this is the cost benefit to people listening to me right now.  It has the potential of extending the grid right up to whole plains to Ruavatu and even beyond.  
The Leader of the Independent mentioned these projects but did he realize that by developing these projects we will be providing the enabling conditions for his constituency to have access to cheaper and affordable electricity?  Who will reject that, Mr Speaker?  No, Speaker, this is where the world is heading, this is where the world is leading at the moment.  We must not drive our people backwards.  That is what we politician must not do.  We must not drive our people backwards in terms of development opportunities.   

I have just attended the International Conference of Renewable Energy in Washington.  There were 900 Ministers of Energy attending and we managed to convince President George Bush to come and give us an address, a two hour address like what the Governor General did.  And that was the first time he admitted that Global Warming is real, Mr Speaker.  That was the first time he also pledged $2billion for the causes of renewable energy.  That was the first time ever.  He even challenged members of the developed nations to build upon this fund, an International Energy Fund for the developing countries.  This is where the world is heading and we must move with the wind.  
Sir, because of reforms taking place in my Ministry, I have decided with the advice of a very close staff to appoint my wife as a board member of both boards because she will be the one to feed me with precise information for me to make valid judgment on behalf of the people of this country. 

Those institutions are bankrupt, Mr Speaker, they are bankrupt.  They owe each other around $150million.  They are bankrupt and so these reforms are necessary.  Unless we solve their financial situations, it is difficult for the SIEA to extend its services to the rural areas where we all are Members.  How can a dying man help somebody who needs help Mr Speaker?  Impossible!  
I have said that since the people did not accept my rationale and my judgment, my Prime Minister, and I am not like the Leader of Opposition defending the former Attorney General, which eventually brought his Government down.  Is that nepotism, Mr Speaker?  I disagree with the Leader of Opposition because he means wantok, wantok business. 
When you see two men fighting along the road and the line starts to grow long, that is wantok or nepotism because one says that is my wantok that you want to kill and so I am going to help, but the fight was only between two people.  Nepotism is entrenched in our culture, and it is something which has been practiced in this country since Independence.  This the first time I heard nepotism is illegal and scandalous and is a means of corruption.


Mr Speaker, asking the Prime Minister to remove the hardworking Minister for Mines and Energy and Rural Electrification, is a joke.  In fact, I have told the Prime Minister that this appointment will not make my wife rich.  She will, in fact, be wasting her time, she is out tomorrow.  And that’s it.  You are talking about a closed case, the game is over.  And I will appoint two new board members but they must be women.  

Women because Mr Speaker we need equal partnership in development.  God created us equals.  All of us are equal and therefore we must be seen as equal in partnership, in development and in whatever we do.  We must be equal in development partnership in the villages, as we are in the provinces, as we are in the National Parliament and as we are in the board rooms.  
I must say that unless we stop discrimination against women, the suppression of women in this democratic society, God will not bless this country to its full extreme.  Amen.  God cannot bless this country to its full extreme unless we see 10 or 20 women in this Parliament making and passing legislation and laws, Mr Speaker.  That is my belief.  

People are complaining that why is it after 30 years we are so doomed in our development achievements.  This is because we are suppressing women as equal partners.  We think women are some kind of low grade nickel or some low grade passengers that they sit behind.  No!  Mr Speaker, I have to fight for the interest of women in this country because that is what we Members of Parliament ought to be doing.  We have to face the realities of leadership.  
I just came back from overseas and I was reading books and in the TV I see that most corporate companies that went bankrupt are those that have only men in the board rooms, and so they made decisions outside the interest of the shareholders.  But most successful corporate companies are those who have women in their board rooms. You can access the website to see these reports.  

Solomon Islands, we must change, we must change our attitude towards women, and we must change our attitude towards children in order for us to get meaningful development achievement.  We cannot continue to be like this, Mr Speaker.  No!  

The CNURA policy, Mr Speaker emphasizes equal participation, equal development partnership with all people including the children and women.  That is why I made decisions and I like people to criticize me for the decisions I made.  I like people to prove me wrong.  I can tell you that my decision is not wrong, but it is not politically acceptable to the Leader of the Opposition or somebody else I don’t know.  

I wish to inform Parliament that the matter is closed and I don’t see any reason why anyone should pick it up again on this floor of Parliament.  It is not right for anyone to complain about such petty issues because we have very big issues to talk about.  Why talk about petty issues like that.  
There are people who complain about little things.  No matter how educated they are when they see little things they write and write.  There are many of such people.  There are some people who think big and do not worry about petty politics.  
I did not complain when the wife of the Leader of Opposition took wives of Ministers at that time for a trip to Taiwan.  When they told me if I accepted this I said yes because they are our women. 

Mr Sogavare:  Point of order, Mr Speaker.  There is nothing wrong with that trip when the wives of Ministers went to Taiwan.  That is not nepotism.  The trip was properly requested and they went.  It is not only the wife of the Opposition Leader that went but the wives of many ministers.  Why raise that? 

The analogy is not right and it does not make sense.  In fact, so far he tried to explain the reason, but it does not make sense too.  He is explaining it out of context, Mr Speaker.  The issue is different altogether.

Hon Huniehu:  Thank you for that intervention.  I am raising issues that are more like nepotism too.  I also wish to raise that in this Parliament as well.  He had his chance, my good Leader of the Opposition, and so this is my chance to respond a bit to him whether I am not absolutely accurate but as long as I am near to accurate I am happy, Mr Speaker.  
But let me say this again.  In order for this country to start moving forward again, these are the areas that we need to review.  We need to review and we need to readjust our attitude towards other people, our attitude towards women in this country.  


I now wish to touch on my Ministry because as I have said the speech writers have mistakenly omitted our contribution in this speech, but as I have also said I will cover more in detail during the budget debate.  

I wish to assure the people of Solomon Islands that this country is not a poor country.  If we set up the right policies within our mining sector, if we are willing to work together in partnership, this country will move forward than every before.  We can be richer than every Pacific Island countries there are.  I whole heartedly believe this, Mr Speaker.  

If we address the problem of renewable energy to become more security independent, to become more energy efficient is the ultimate goal of my Ministry. Because we are already 100% dependent on fossil fuel and you know the price of fuel is now hinging up to $180 per barrel.  And according to forecast if the rapid growth in the industrial world continues, especially China and elsewhere, the price will hit US$120.  And I am predicting that another Cold War between the USA and the Eastern Block to be led by Mainland China will begin very soon, and this is just because of oil.  And what are we planning in order to meet this crisis if and ever it arises.    

As a member of the United Nation we have to be mindful, get ourselves informed about these issues that people predict in the international market, in the international forums and journals.  That is why I think the debate of this motion was very timely because the Speech from the Throne is like a compass.  It is like a compass for this new government because it redefines the policy intentions of the Government, in particular the development ministries to work collaboratively together to advance the economic interests of this nation.  

Mr Speaker I on behalf of the people in my Constituency of East Are Are, want to congratulate you once again for your successful election to the position of Deputy Speaker of Parliament.  With your experience and wealth of knowledge, I believe you will be a symbol of unity, you will be a symbol to guide Parliament more positively in moving this country towards a positive future.  Let us see the past as a challenge and work together with you for the betterment of the people of Solomon Islands. 

Sir, I support the motion.

Sitting suspended for lunch break until 2pm
Hon MANETOALI:  Mr Speaker, I rise to contribute to the debate on the speech from the throne but before I do so I wish to thank His Excellency the Governor General for availing his time in delivering the speech from the throne to the nation.  

Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank those dedicated and hard working government officials from the various ministries for their input into the speech from the throne. 

I would also like to thank our good people in our various constituencies and especially those in my constituency of Gao/Bugotu for listening to the live broadcast on the speech from the throne.  

Mr Speaker, on behalf of my people of Gao/Bugotu, I would also like to congratulate you for your successful election as the Deputy Speaker of this Honorable House.  Thank you too, Mr Speaker, for the warm welcome you have given to His Excellency the Governor General, the Prime Minister and the Chief Justice yesterday.  They were welcomed with tradition, Police Parade and Police Band.  Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, yesterday we have the three arms of government present at the Parliament building - yourself who is looking after the legislature, the Prime Minister as the head of Executives and the Chief Justice as the head of the Judiciary.  We have seen cooperation and recognition of the separation of power which is the heart of democracy.  The three arms of government were all here yesterday.  They were on this hill looking down to Honiara town, Savo Island, Ngella Island, Isabel.  

The MP for Savo/Russell has said that His Excellency was like John the Baptist, but I will say that His Excellency is like the Apostle Peter on that mountain where he wanted to build three tents - one for Christ himself, one for Moses and the other one for Elijah.  During that time Apostle Peter was very happy and that is why he said to the Christ, how nice to be here and build three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. 

 By the same token, Mr Speaker, His Excellency was very happy yesterday with the policy, and that is why he talked for more than two hours, and his speech is mainly focused on building of this nation.  

The Apostle Peter asked Christ to build three tents.  His Excellency talked to us to build this nation and it took him more than two hours to talk to us on the policy of the CNURA Government.  

Whilst on the mountain, Mr Speaker, Peter saw Christ with Moses and Elijah.  It was very clear to his eyes that he saw them.  When His Excellency came to Parliament yesterday he saw three people - the Speaker, the Prime Minister and the Chief Justice.  It was a great sunshine and a good day as well.  It was a great day and the Governor General His Excellency is seeing the bright future of this country through the CNURA government policy and nothing stops him from speaking for more than two hours.  

You may be well aware, Mr Speaker, that when the Excellency came on October 2006 to open Parliament it was dark and raining, there was heavy rain.  

Mr Speaker, I would thank His Excellency for the very warm greeting and special wishes to the National Parliament on behalf of the Head of State, Her Majesty the Queen.  Thanks to His Excellency for sincere congratulations to the CNURA Government for successfully securing the mandate to govern the sovereign affairs of our nation.  

Mr Speaker, the essence of the speech from the throne reveals the direction which the government will follow in implementing its policies and programs for the benefit of the people of Solomon Islands and especially those in the rural areas.  It sets out the six priority sectors of the government, which form the basis of activities that the government will embark on and implement during the next two years.  

Mr Speaker, I am glad that the emphasis as outlined in the speech is on improving the lives of our people in the rural areas.  These are people who own the land and resources, and it is only right and proper that government puts emphasis on the development of our people in the rural areas.  

Mr Speaker, no development will take place in the absence of security.  To this effect, my Ministry will continue to develop effective and efficient policy for the Police and Prison Services throughout the country for the maintenance of law and order, and to ensure a safe and secure environment especially in the rural areas to facilitate economic development.  The outcome of our priorities, Mr Speaker, and programs are focused in the provinces.  

Mr Speaker, I commend the speech from the throne to our people and it is our responsibility as politicians, government officials in partnership with leaders and communities to ensure that government programs and priorities as outlined in the speech from the throne become a reality.  

With those remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion and beg to take my seat.

Hon SOFU:   Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute to the speech from the throne.  

Mr Speaker, before I go on, firstly, I would like to congratulate you on behalf of the people of East Kwaio for your successful election to the post of Deputy Speaker.  Mr Speaker, I also wish to take this opportunity to thank His Excellency for his presentation of the speech of the throne yesterday.  

Mr Speaker, I also wish to take this opportunity to thank the Honorable Member of Parliament for East Makira for moving the motion that we, the National Parliament of Solomon Islands here assembled, beg leave offer thanks for the speech which has been addressed by you to Parliament on Monday 17th March 2008.  

Mr Speaker, I also wish to take this opportunity to register word of thanks and would like to congratulate the Honorable Prime Minister for taking up the post of Prime Minister of Solomon Islands.  I also wish to congratulate and to thank my colleague Ministers.

 Mr Speaker, I do not feel like contributing to the speech from the throne but because of comments made by other colleague members from the other side prompted me to contribute.  

Mr Speaker, the speech from the throne as officially echoed by those who have already spoken is very clear.  It is a traditional speech from the throne.  It is a speech that outlines the policy programs of the government.  
Mr Speaker, it is the thinking of the government for its people.  It is the government’s thinking whilst in office.  The government must tell its people what it is going to do for them.  

Mr Speaker, my view on the speech from the throne is firstly it is a speech to inform this nation about the intentions of the government.  Why should the government hide its intentions?  
Mr Speaker, during the campaign do we hide.  No, we come out very clear informing the public of our plans and ideas that we will carry out in developing our country.  Mr Speaker, the detailed information activities delivered on the speech from the throne is very important for our people to hear and understand what their government is going to do for them.  That is my first point.

Secondly, Mr Speaker, the speech from the throne is a speech of hope.  It is a speech that brings hope to the thinking of our people.  You know, Mr Speaker, that this is a nation of scattered islands. We are not living in one place like Honiara so that information gets to the people quickly.

Sir, the only way for information to reach our people is through the floor of Parliament.  That is the reason why the media is here, the SIBC is here so that our people can hear us and we can tell them the thinking of the government.  This can enlighten the hearts of our people to know and understand what their government’s plans are.   Mr Speaker, that is the reason why the speech from the throne comes out very clearly and details activities in there.  

You know, Mr Speaker, I was very surprised to hear a senior Member of Parliament saying that the speech from the throne lacks authority.  I was very surprised with that comment.  But who made the presentation yesterday, may I ask Mr Speaker?  Who made the presentation yesterday?  Who is it?  It is none other but the Governor General of Solomon Islands.  I would be surprised if he does not have authority.  Mr Speaker, the speech from the throne has authority.  It has authority.  
He is presenting the plans and ideas of the government that is in power.  I am surprise that my good colleague for West Markira constituency said that there is no authority in the speech.  No, it has.  Just look at the front page of the speech which says: “As the constitutional representative of Her Majesty, the Queen, the Head of State of the Independent Democratic Sovereign State of Solomon Islands, it is my humble duty and special privilege as the Governor General to be able to deliver this traditional speech from the throne”.  

He himself said it, and so I am surprised with that comment.  The speech has power, the power to deliver, the power to provide services.  These are all in the speech.   

Mr Speaker, I totally agree with the Leader of the Opposition and those who have spoken including the Minister of Forestry that it depends on all of us, the Ministers, Members of Parliament, Public Officers and those who will be implementing the policy of the government.  It rests upon you and it rests upon me.  It rests upon every one of us on this floor of Parliament.  

Mr Speaker, the high expectations as expressed by some good colleague Members who have spoken on this motion on the speech from the throne is true.  The government has very high expectations to deliver to its people.  And likewise the constituents too also have very high expectations.  They believe on their Members of Parliament, they believe on the government of the day to provide the services.  

But do you know what happened?  This is the program of the government.  It is an ongoing thing that will continue.  Governments come and go but the programs are still there.  The only thing we should do is to deliver services to our people.    

Mr Speaker, I was also surprised to hear the MP for Central Guadalcanal and Leader of Independent for commenting on the budget which is yet to come.  He talked about road maintenance at Vura.   That is already in the budget because it is a priority.  If you do not see it in the budget, Leader of Independent and my good Member for Central Guadalcanal, you can say it at the sine die motion so that I will take note.  
The budget is not presented yet.  When it is presented next week you will see under the Ministry of Infrastructure a small program to carry out maintenance of our roads, Mr Speaker.


Mr Speaker, I would like to touch on reconciliation as mentioned by the Leader of Independent.  Reconciliation is an ongoing thing and it is the policy of the Government.  It is very clear that reconciliation within provinces is going on now.  It started last year in Guadalcanal and in Malaita.  It is government policy and is an ongoing thing.  

We are looking forward to the program to reconcile Malaita and Guadalcanal. That is a very important program which the Government sees as its number one priority.  It has not forgotten it.  It is there.  It is us Members of Parliament, chiefs and our people that must work together in order to achieve the aims of coming together.  We need to experience peace in our country.  It is you and I, to make it.


Mr Speaker, talking about land issue, the Government cannot just jump to the conclusion.  It is very clear that things must be done according to the policies of the government, and each ministry of the Government is already there.  They are going to deal with it as time goes on.  They know about it.  It is in the policy of the Government Mr Speaker.  It is coming.  
I was very surprised to hear some Members who have spoken expressing something the Government has started to do.  But thank you for reminding us.  Thank you for that.


Mr Speaker, I am not going to talk on Infrastructure Development, because the Speech from the Throne is very clear on it, and if I repeat the speech it would be just the same.  The detailed activity of the Government is in the speech, and I am not scared of it.  It is something that I must do.  It will make the Minister, the Permanent Secretary and his staff to work.  So I am not scared of it.  It is good.  I will not go in detail the Ministry of Infrastructure but would like to inform Parliament that there is provision under the 2008 Budget for our roads.


With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  Thank you.  

MR NUIASI:  Mr Speaker, I wish also to contribute to this important speech, the Speech from the Throne which is called a traditional speech from the throne.


Mr Speaker, before I do so, I would like to congratulate yourself on behalf of my people for having won the election that took place yesterday.  I also would like to thank the Member for East Makira for moving this motion for us to debate this important Speech from the Throne. 


Mr Speaker, I would also like to congratulate our Prime Minister, the Honorable Member for North East Guadalcanal for accepting this big responsibility to become the Prime Minister of the nation to lead the CNURA Government for the next two years or so.  I would also like to thank the hard working Ministers of the Government for coming up with policy papers and programs that comprise the important speech from the throne by the Governor General.  

Sir, I would also like to thank his Excellency the Governor General for availing himself yesterday to deliver the speech from the throne to our nation and to us Members of Parliament.

I also would like to thank the chiefs, elders and leaders of Guadalcanal Province for organizing themselves for the first time for us to have a custom ceremony which was very moving showing reconciliation between the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition yesterday. 


Mr Speaker, I will not speak very much on the speech from the throne as other colleagues have already touched or have already covered in detail in their speeches what I would like to also mention about the speech.  However, I would like to bring forward and urge my ministers that the paper is now in black and white, the policy statements have been put in place, the programs of actions are in place, and now you are our captain, so put the compass right so that our ship sails in the right direction and we will support you.


Mr Speaker, I would like to mention a special thank you to the Minister for Agriculture for having seen it fit for a big project like Waisisi to be mentioned in the speech from the throne.  I would urge other ministers to also follow suit.  We, in West Are Are have land for development.  If only you can identify what sort of development is appropriate for us, we are always ready.  Thank you very much Minister for Agriculture for starting this opportunity for people of West Are Are.


Sir, having said these, I do not have much to say about the speech from the throne as it is very clear in itself, and under each ministry the details of their programs of actions are there.  I would only like to say that I am here to support the ministers in implementing those programs.  Implementing programs is a difficult thing for any government to do very quickly.  But I trust that with the ability and cooperation of all of us in government, these programs can be implemented.  I would urge that after this, if ministers do not have short term, medium term and long term development plans, then I ask them to do it now so that they will see for themselves the programs they are going to implement this year 2008 and what programs they will defer or put forward for 2009.  

As the Member of Parliament for West Are Are, I am very happy with the way programs are set and the provisions allocated in the budget that will enhance these programs to be carried out.


Mr Speaker, having said all these, on behalf of my people I would like to encourage the Government to go forward and carry out its programs as they appear in the policy paper and programs of actions of the government so that people can really see tangible developments instead of us putting them in black and white and shelved away.


Sir, without much to say I am here to support the speech and I am here to support the CNURA Government to carry out all its programs of actions.  With this, I support the motion.

Mr Speaker(Ag):  I think the Prime Minister is going to adjourn the debate until tomorrow.

Hon Sikua:  Mr Acting Speaker, I move that the debate on the question be now adjourned until the next sitting day.

The House adjourned at 2.15pm.
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