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The Speaker, Rt Sir Peter Kenilorea took the Chair at 9.40 a.m.

Prayers.

ATTENDANCE

At prayers all were present with the exception of the Ministers for Development Planning & Aid Coordination, Foreign Affairs & External Trade, Energy, Mines & Rural Electrification, Fisheries & Marine Resources, Environment, Conservation & Meteorology, Police, National security & Correctional Services, Agriculture & Livestock Development, Education & Human Resources Development and the Members for West Guadalcanal, East Honiara, Central Makira, Ngella, North Guadalcanal, Shortlands, North West Guadalcanal and Malaita Outer Islands.

Mr Speaker:  Honorable Members, before we go on to our motion for today, just a short announcement from the chair. There will be lunch today and one of the ingredients for lunch today is a pig provided by the Deputy Speaker.  So please turn up to enjoy lunch today.

MOTIONS

Motion No. 5

Hon RINI:  Point of order, Mr Speaker.  Mr Speaker, when I look through these two motions, I can see that they will have some financial implications, which are not catered for in this year’s budget.  Section 60 of the Constitution states very clearly that such a motion should not be brought to Parliament because it could have financial implications without the approval of the Cabinet and the Ministry of Finance.

Mr Speaker:  Thank you very much Honourable Minister.  We at the secretariat level were also concerned about the issue you raised. Speaking amongst ourselves we thought that this should be a normal cost that would be carried by Parliament Office, as and when extra funds are required under normal supplementary appropriation bill.  We were thinking along that line.  Since the motion is not necessarily going to end up in a bill that will necessarily incur taxes to increase expenditure, we were looking at it in that light.  
The Attorney General may need to help us here.  It was on that basis that the motion was accepted.  We were not oblivious of Order 28.

Attorney General:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me the privilege of speaking on that point of order raised by the Minister of Finance.


I confirm that section 60 of the Constitution clearly states that if a motion is moved and that motion requires introduction of a bill, which would increase or impose a tax or which would increase any charge on the consolidated fund, such a motion should not be moved without the recommendation of the Cabinet as signified by the Minister.  


The observation made by yourself, Mr Speaker, shows that the actual establishment of the special select committees suggested would not require a bill.  That may be one aspect, however section 60 of paragraph (b) says that to give effect to the motion would require increase in charge then that must be read not only in the strict sense, Mr Speaker, as you have stated but it should be looked also at the extent where perhaps the final recommendations that are suggested may require a bill.


The establishment of the special committee is one thing but looking at the proposed recommendations, would the recommendations require increase of charge on the consolidated fund or would it require revising the budget or would it require a supplementary appropriation bill to be brought.  We have to look at it broadly in the way I have advised, Mr Speaker.

Mr Zama:  Notwithstanding anything contrary to the appropriate sections in the Constitution, Mr Speaker, I think the issues meant to be raised in this motion are paramount.  I think they have been all along swept under the carpet.  Preceding governments have not raised these issues, and these are real issues that must be raised in Parliament for proper canvassing and debate.  These issues can be raised and re-raised so that we are fully aware of them.


On the issue of this motion and with the commitment on budget allocations, Mr Speaker, it has almost been a practice by Parliament that we move motions, pass them and there was never any follow up action.  I think in that line, I do not see any difficulty why this motion should be deferred.

Hon SIKUA:  Mr Speaker, the Government will not support both motions because the first one will be verging on the responsibility of the legislature and the courts and therefore the government does not think it is right for the legislature to influence the court.  Leave it to the courts to decide on such issues.  


Mr Speaker, the Government will also not support the second motion, because all the responsible ministries are already addressing these issues in the budget.  TOL!  If we really care about the terms of references, they could easily be addressed through the Ministry responsible.  These issues are very sensitive and there is no need for us to open up wounds because if we open it up again for debate in Parliament it would really spoil the minds of our people.  This is the time for healing and there is no need for us to open up the wounds again.


Mr Speaker, the Government will not support these two motions.  

Mr Speaker:  I will make a ruling because in both cases the onus is on the presiding officer to decide on these issues.  On the issue raised by the Honourable Minister of Finance, as I said, it also exercises our minds when we look at this particular motion, but we accepted them in the absence of a mention of any bill in the particular motion to raise any tax and that sort of thing.  We simply accept it as a normal expenditure of the Parliament Office, hence the idea of section 60, although it did not escape our consideration, we did not accept it as is relevant to the two motions that are before the House.


Another important issue that did not escape the minds of the Secretariat too, is that which was raised by the Honourable Prime Minister that some of the discussions might hinge on matters that are before the court but the Standing Order is very specific on that particular area.  There shall not be any reference to a case pending in the courts, and of course that again is on the onus of the Speaker’s opinion to rule on these matters as we proceed.  
If the Speaker or if the chair feels that we are debating a specific case that is before the courts, honorable Members will understand that I will not allow that.  But any general debate that does not necessarily involve any case before the court that establishing of the system that might improve the concern of the member for purposes of improvement of our laws generally, again as the presiding officer, I did not see anything wrong with that, hence my ruling for both issues that are raised today is that we will proceed with both motions but it is nice to note the government’s stand on it too.  The ruling for purposes of the proceeding this morning is that we will proceed with the two motions before us.

Mr AGOVAKA:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move “that the National Parliament under Standing Order 73 resolves to appoint a Special Select Committee to inquire into and report on the social and economic impact of migration to Honiara, and in particular that Parliament adopts full terms of reference including the reporting date as set out in the Order Paper today.

(a) the relationship to increased crime in Honiara,

(b) the growth of squatter settlements and their impacts,

(c) the pressures placed on Honiara families through support to relatives arriving in the capital,

(d) the impact on basic government services such as health and education,

(e) the extent and effect of unemployment, and

(f) any other matter.

2.
That notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Standing Orders, for the purposes of this inquiry:

(a) the Committee is to comprise only Members of Parliament appointed by the Speaker,

(b) the Committee is to report directly to Parliament according to the provisions of Standing Order 72,

(c) the Committee has power:

(i) to adjourn from time to time

(ii) to adjourn from place to place

(iii) to send for and examine persons, papers, records and things

(iv) to makes visits of inspection, and

(v) to request the attendance of and examine members of the House.

(d) the Committee is to conduct all hearings and take all evidence in public unless the Committee decides otherwise,

(e) Members may at any time be discharged by the Speaker from the Committee and other members appointed or added,

(f) the time and place for the first meeting of each committee is to be fixed by the Clerk in such manner as the Clerk thinks fit,

(g) any person or body may make written or recorded submissions to the Committee with respect to the inquiry and the Committee has power to authorize publication before presentation to the House, of submissions received and evidence from such person or body, and

(h) the Committee may authorize the tape recording of its public  hearings and require an official record to be prepared by Hansard.

(3)
The Committee is to present a final report to Parliament by the conclusion of the final meeting of Parliament in 2008.

Mr Speaker, of the 100 years of existence and 30 years of independence of Solomon Islands, we have certainly come a long way in our history.


When our forefathers landed on these shores, they were hoping to find peace and a better life.  They had traveled a long way to be here in this beloved country and to fulfill a dream that made them started the fateful journey to these shores.


Today we are ever grateful for that journey our ancestors have traveled.  When we achieved independence on the 7th of July 1978, we legally shield a lifelong dream that our ancestors have – to be free and independent.  But 30 years of freedom and independence paid the cost.  It costs us socially and economically.  That dream of peace and better life, to some of us, still lingers on.  


At the outset, let me clarify doubts or misconceived conception one may have on this motion.   This motion seeks Parliament to appoint a special select committee to inquire into and report on the social and economic impact of migration to Honiara.  This motion is actually for the three Members of Honiara Constituencies.  They should be the ones raising this motion for their people.


Mr Speaker, last night I heard over the Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation (SIBC) that a so-called self proclaimed prominent Guadalcanal leader took the trouble of going out in the media to misinform the people of Solomon Islands about this private Member’s motion that I was to move today.  Indeed, it is sad for a Guadalcanal leader to proclaim such a misleading statement.


Mr Speaker, I am not at all surprised by this jealous and envious mindset through this statement to misinform and mislead the public on this very important motion.


Mr Speaker, this motion is not about chasing people or squatters away from Honiara, but it is about setting up a special select committee for this matter to advice and reports back to Parliament hence the government on the social costs and benefits and economic costs and benefits of migration to our capital. It is all about investigating the problems of migration to Honiara hence enabling the government and Parliament to make laws and budget to these programs to help our people in Honiara.  It is about finding solutions 

The talk by the Prime Minster of sensitivity, there is nothing sensitive about this motion.  As leaders of this nation, we have to tackle issues confronting us and confronting our people head-on.  We cannot just brush aside this issue; we cannot put it under the carpet.  No, sir.  As leaders we have to be without fear or favour in making laws to benefit the concerns of our people in this nation.  This is not a new a phenomenon.  Large cities around the world, for example, cities in Australia our closest neighbor, have conducted surveys and inquiries into migration for their cities in Australia.  They have done it for the good and wellbeing of their citizens.

In Honiara, hence Solomon Islands, there is no such research to show the extent and nature of this subject of popular fear.  This popular fear is baseless and without foundation if we do not inquire into it and see the real problems and issues.  With this survey and report, sir, Members of Parliament hence the government will be able to interpret statistics and datas on this popular fear and make sound judgment, good budget forecast rather then Members of Parliament and government speculating about crimes and poverty in Honiara.  

Sir, the pressure on Honiara families through support to relatives arriving in the capital cannot be over emphasized.  It is indeed a financial burden for the working population of Honiara when they have to support and host relatives and wantoks for a long period of time.  

Sir, as we all know, there is land shortage in Honiara.  Land scarcity leads to overcrowding, concentration of migrants in some areas, hence the growing squatter settlements around our city.  This will, of course, lead to specific demands for services like water, electricity, roads, schools, etc.  

It is also a known fact that large portions of lands in Honiara are owned by a handful of people.  If these lands are forfeited and repossessed by the Commissioner of Lands and subdivided then people who do not have land will be able to apply for themselves and their families, and in so doing will comply with what the government is trying to do with its policy on TOL.  
Pressure on government basic services cannot be over emphasized as well.  On the issue of health and sanitation, there will be greater demand for nurses, doctors, dentists, paramedics other health workers, medicines, hospital beds etc, if we do not address the issue and if we do not budget and plan for this expansion.  Pressure on government basic service like education, unplanned for fluctuations in levels, composition and dispersal of migrants may adversely impact upon our education system in the capital.  So much so that a lot of our budget, a lot of the monies spent on education is only concentrated in the capital rather than in the provinces where the mass of our populations are, and it is the same with health.  

The demand for services like water supply and not only water supply but more water pipes and other accessories will be on the increase.  The government needs to know this so that it can put plans and budget into place to assist our people.  

Sir, the demand on electricity will increase due to the influx of migrants.  More houses rising up, more businesses coming up and the issue of energy and electricity will be on the rise.   It is important to know these issues.  The government needs to sit down and make sound judgment and make decisions to help increase electricity supply to our people.  

Mr Speaker, increase on government services and public infrastructures will only be concentrated in one place, and that is in Honiara.  The other urban centers will be marginalized due to concentration only in one place.  

Mr Speaker, on local government, the lack of urban planning system of local government, and in our case, the Honiara City Council does not adequately embrace cultural diversity, especially in relation to the creation of a sense of belonging to the neighborhood.  First, we must understand and value cultural diversity.  Sir, the government must aim at achieving sustainable towns and cities by the provision of social and physical infrastructures.  

Sir, it is common knowledge in Honiara that crime is increasing.  Of course, crime rate is increasing.  When our forefathers started coming to Honiara to work in the plantations after the Second World War, there was common respect and the ability of the plantation workers to communicate with the host community was absolutely good, not only for practical reasons, but also for building cross cultural understanding and social cohesion.  Sir, sadly today this common bond is totally missing.  This report will give us an insight as to why this bond is missing.  
Today anti-social behavior, cultural clashes and drugs, to name just a few, are about some of the many social impacts experienced here in Honiara.  It is no longer safe for an elderly woman to walk down the streets not knowing when she will be robbed, not knowing when she will be mugged by people.  
Sir, it is important for us to strengthen our Police by knowing the problems instead of speculating about it.  We have to have data and statistics that give us this insight so that we can interpret them and increase budget for Police or increase manpower for Police depending on our interpretation of the statistics.  

Sir, these are realities of life here in Honiara.  If we as leaders fail to contain and control these negative social issues or better still, Sir, need be at the bad.  I am sad to say that the next 30 years this bad will have matured to a dangerous tone.  I dare say, ‘God helps our future generation’. 

Mr Speaker, with this report and findings from this committee, the government and parliament will be in a better position to devise effective intervention strategies to curtail undesirable gang behavior associated with ethnic youths, and this needs to be diverse culturally, relevant community oriented and focused.  The Parliament needs to put in place packages of legislative measures designed to combat gang relative crimes in Honiara associated loosely in the city. 

Sir, with this report, with this finding, the government will be in a better position to help our people rather than speculating about things and about our budget, speculating that there is crime and poverty in Honiara that we cannot substantiate with data, statistics and report.  

Sir, on unemployment and population, I recognize the contribution of population growth to economic growth and the social and economic benefits brought about by cultural diversity resulting in migration to Honiara.  It is true that people coming to Honiara are hard working, industrious and business minded, and I credit them for that.  The fact, however, is that population growth needs to be sustainable with consideration given to issues such as environment, regional development and infrastructure and service provision and managed in a way to foster improved living standards and maintains quality of life.  

Population growth also underpins economic growth through an increased demand for goods and services, which I believe encourages also investment in employment growth.  The constant inflow of migrants to Honiara by our friends from the provinces, with an already high unemployment rate will lead to an even higher rate of unemployment in the capital.  Sir, I recognize that employment is obviously a key issue in the lives of migrants.  Employment helps to give a person identity, social contact and a shared sense of belonging.  Working hours provide shape to the lives of all Solomon Islanders in the paid labor force.  

The other associated impact, Mr Speaker, are the high costs of living in Honiara, high cost of housing rents thereby making the lower and middleclass pay earners cannot afford to buy or rent a house.  The cost of goods in shops is increasing as well.  These are real facts and real issues that we really need to know so that we can address them.  Sir, all these are popular misconceptions that need to be underpinned and identified so that a realistic view of the problems in Honiara can be tabled in Parliament and to the government.  We cannot run away from these problems.

On security, the rioting and civil unrest experienced by the country in recent times, which I believed triggered by inequality and perhaps the high level of unemployment in Honiara.  Ethnic crisis and the Honiara riot give rise to this serious risk factor that business houses halt when it comes to security and safety of their investment.  

If this country is to advance its foreign and local investment, Sir, as stipulated in the government policies and program of actions, then the environment must be conducive.  Investors would like to invest without fear of losing their business because the insecurity environment that exist in the country and in particular our capital.  Certain areas or the residential areas are considered by foreign investments as well as local people and the working class of Solomon Islands and in particular in Honiara as unsafe, not only after dark but during the day.  And this we need to know so that we can address the issue, we cannot just hideaway from it, no, as leaders we have to confront this issue and find resolutions and how to help our people.  

Ethnic differences Mr Speaker, can be seen as a threat to national identity and Civil Society, but with high degree of intermix and inter-marriages, this inevitably form the nucleus social cohesion within our ethnic groups.  The same comparison to our neighbours, our population and in particular Papua New Guinea our population is only a mere half a million people.  

Honiara is about 60,000 people.  With this tiny population, Sir, certainly, we can make laws and we can govern and enforce the rule of law of this country without fear.  As we heard the Prime Minister has already said that the government cannot support this bill, and I was told yesterday too by certain members of Parliament and in particular some members of Guadalcanal that are members of parliament but because of the sensitivity of this motion consensus of government Caucus is that they will not support my motion.  And Sir, it grieves my heart to see such normal politic played at the mercy and detrimental for our people, those that we perpetuate represent. 

Mr Speaker, I may not have the support in this Honourable House, but out there I know every man, women and children, people of all creation who pray for peace and justice stand to support.  

I am honoured today, Sir, to stand here and represent those view, aspirations of peace loving people of Solomon Islands, and a lone voice of the course and rights for our people.  Sir, with these few remarks I beg to move.  Thank you.

Mr Speaker:  Honorable Members, please be reminded that you will be debating the entire debate as it appears on the order paper that is all three paragraphs of the motion.  Again, please keep to the rules of debate and remember that we expect to adjourn sine die today.  The floor is now open for debate.

Mr OTI:  Thank you Mr Speaker, and I thank the Leader of Independent and the MP for Central Guadalcanal for this motion.  As you have just alluded to, reference to Standing Orders 73 and also as contained in the order paper that motion strictly speaking is about what is on the paper. 

Mr Speaker, I know that contributions will be made or certain reservations are being held or withheld because of the substance of what is this investigation is likely to come about.  And I think that is not the purpose of this motion that is for the report to identify.  We should not be afraid of this.  We should be afraid of what is to be investigated, but the motion is about Parliament establishing under Standing Order 73, a special select committee that will carry out its work accordance with Standing Order 72, which the only difference there is the Standing Order 73, in reference to special select committees, there is an option for the Speaker to appoint non members of Parliament to sit on the special select committee, as oppose to fully pledge Parliamentary Select Committee that is restricted to Members of Parliament.  The difference of the motion is that the motion is restricting the membership of the select committee to the members of Parliament, whereas, special select committees can take on board non members of Parliament, so in essence that is basically the difference.  So, as I said there is nothing to fear.  Are we afraid of setting up a special select committee?  Is that our fear?   Because that is the essence of the motion not a substance, the essence of the motion is Parliament calling on Parliament to establish a special select committee.  Are we afraid of that?  We do not want a special select committee Mr Speaker, and I think that is the essence of this motion.  If we start to delve into the substance then we are pre-emptying the work of that special select committee.  That will come to us when stakeholders are being consulted then it will come.  But at this time, no, if we want to put ourself at ease that is for them to identify as we too will contribute.  All the stakeholders will contribute of what is there view as required by the special select committee for purposes of addressing the issues of national interest where the Honourable mover has stated? 

 Mr Speaker, my contribution basically only is that the motion is about Parliament establishing through the Speaker a special select committee.  If we do not want it, then of course, what are our options?  Tell me, Mr Speaker, what options do you have to look into these issues?  Just because of our constitution!  The Standing Orders that comes out from Constitution.  It stated that Parliament can address the issues of national interest through Parliament.  If we don’t want to invoke our rights, our privileges under Standing Order 73, then of course Mr Speaker, you tell me, what options do we have?  What options does Parliament have so that we can look into these issues, otherwise these are well within the spirit and the letter of the Constitution and the intention for purposes of governance?  

Mr Speaker as I said if I start to go into detail, I will be prejudging, I will be pre-emptying and that is not my purpose.  That is not the purpose for any debate at this time.  The purpose for the debate now is whether or not Parliament should establish a special select committee by virtue of or under the standing order 73, whether this is right or not proper.  If this is not proper Mr Speaker, you tell me, what options do I have?  

With those few remarks Mr Speaker, I support the motion for the establishment of a special select committee investigating those issues which are enshrined in the motion.  I support the motion.

Hon MAGGA:  Thank you Mr Speaker, I will be very, very brief.  First of all, I would like to say in this House that this type of motion is very sensitive.  This Parliament was instituted by the people of this nation to discuss matters of national interest and this particular motion has no weight on this side of the House to support it.  


Mr Speaker, the issues raised in this particular motion are well taken care of by the government.  Therefore, we do not see a need to appoint another select committee to inquire movement of people into the Capital of Solomon Islands, Honiara.  Honiara belongs to the people and not only that but our Constitution states very clearly the freedom of movement.  It is also under the Constitution that any restriction can only be guaranteed by the Court.  The restriction can only be applied by the Court otherwise we have freedom of movement to come to Honiara because it is our city and our capital.  

Mr Speaker, I would like to highlight some of the issues that were raised in this motion, one of which affects my Ministry, and this is the TOL.  The issue on squatters on TOL land will now be fully addressed by my Ministry.  If you can recall and look at the budget we have just passed, the Government has set aside $2.4million to address the issue of TOL.  Through this fund, my Ministry will now be working on registering TOLs into fixed term estates so that people that live on s will now have legal titles of the lands.  I believe by doing this we will definitely address the issue of squattering.  
My Ministry will start immediately to work on the registration of TOL lands after the budget is gazetted.  We will start at Lau Valley, East Honiara, and moving west ward to the end of Honiara, White River.  The government is addressing the issue of TOL.  

After the registration of TOL, my Ministry will not issue any more TOL to any Tom, Dick and Harry, or to anyone in Honiara.  We will ensure in collaboration with the Police that no person settles on unregistered land after the TOLs are fully registered.  


Other issues raised in this motion, Mr Speaker, as I have said this Parliament was established by the people for us to raise issues that are of national interest and not on things that will ruin our togetherness, and friendliness as Solomon Islanders.  This nation is one nation, Solomon Islands.  If we are going to pass this motion, I believe those Members who are to be appointed ass members of this committee will definitely not support anything that restricts people coming to Honiara.  It is for that reason this side of the House will not support the motion.  

I believe it is common sense that if a motion cannot be supported by the majority then we do not need to bring it into this House and especially this particular motion is sensitive, although some of us read this motion as not sensitive but some of us do see this motion sensitive.  Let us allow the government to continue organizing its reconciliation program before this type of motion come into the Parliament.  It is the mandate of the Caucus that this side of the House will not debate much on this motion we will wait to vote on it.


Mr Speaker, as leaders, it is our duty to help our people to live peaceful with each other.  We do not try to bring in such motions and right now as I speak the people are reading us.  The people in our provinces and around Honiara are reading us as to what sort of things these people are trying to do.  The issues raised in this particular motion will be fully addressed by this government and not only that the issues are normally experienced by any developing nation.  As we go through economic development these issues are bound to happen.  We cannot divorce out of these issues it must happen.  The government will make sure that these issues are well addressed.  


Mr Speaker, in my view, every comment raised on this motion is just normal for the government to address and under the policy of the government some of these issues are going to be addressed.  I will not talk further because we still have sine motion for other members of parliament who wants to speak on it but all the issues raised in this motion will be fully addressed by the government.  Most of these issues are in the policy of the CNURA government so I am asking this House not to debate much on this motion because it is already sensitive.  


Mr Speaker, sir, with that I oppose the motion.

Mr SOGAVARE:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for allowing me to contribute to this motion.  The position of the government is very clear on its stand of this motion that it will not support it.  

So any detail debate on the objective of winning votes for this motion, Mr Speaker, if it will entail touching on issues that the government considers very sensitive, we might not advisable on our part to delve any deeper than is necessary because of the position that the government has already undertaken to this particular motion, Mr Speaker.  

Thank you for your ruling for allowing this motion to be discussed and I think the intention is clear.  The motion is not what maybe a lot of us have in our minds that it is driving at.  In fact, I had a discussion with my colleague, Leader of Independence for this particular motion and try to get his mind and his views as what really is the intention behind the motion, because I heard some talks on corridors that what people already established on Members of Parliament or have established in their minds of what this motion is driving at.  I appreciate the explanation given by the honourable mover and the Leader of Independent group that it is not what we think if it is driving at.  And I also take note of the views expressed by the Member for Temotu Nende that all this motion is asking is for Parliament to resolve under Standing Order 73 to establish the Committee to quickly deal with this issue.  

I do also appreciate the Minister that had spoken on those areas the government is seriously looking into them.  Since government is already established a position that it will not support this motion, the House maybe is just responsible for that particular area that this motion is asked for and that is to clear it in Parliament that they will address it and this is how they will address those issues.


Sir, the motion really wants to put to rest the general assumption that what we see happen in Honiara have direct connections with migration into Honiara.  And that is being the general assumption that we have with every discussion about the crimes in Honiara, about poor services in Honiara, short answer to that is always connected with migration to Honiara, unless for obvious reasons Mr Speaker, because Honiara is a well established urban centre in the entire Solomon Islands.  There is no other place to go.  If we talk about Auki, Gizo, Noro, and other provincial centres our people do not go there because the opportunities that they are looking for is not there.  You can almost immediately connecting that the problems we have in Honiara such as services have direct connections with migrations to Honiara.  I think one of the main objectives of this motion is to put to rest that assumption, yes, it is because of internal migration into Honiara.  The way government is talking it is almost an understood conclusion that, yes, these things happen because of migration to Honiara. 

I did read some reports that are put out by the households survey a couple of years ago.  When the government says there are established institutions that are addressed maybe issues like that, they are correct in that sense, the Ministry of Finance sent their people to do survey around Honiara and in our villages on the impacts of certain things.  This comes out a couple of years ago and shows that there are some really, really, serious problems in Honiara like income earning capacity, for example, there are people for basically $27,950 a year and that is average.  Some earn nothing and some earn that maximum amount.  Because the average is around $750 and that is not enough for people to really survive on a setting like Honiara when mix together you got a very established urban setting here when you have also a village setting just next door to you.  

So since this motion is allowed to be discussed on the floor of Parliament now, I feel that as the Minister of Lands had stood up and had explained his side that they will address these issues, and maybe other Ministers also responsible for other areas that the intention of this motion to set up a Committee to find out, maybe they need to also stand up and explain to us that this is what we will do and this is what we will do next year and this is what is in the program so that it will clear this side of the House and understand exactly what the government will do.  

That is all I want to say about this motion.  Actually, I am obliged to support it on the understanding of course that the government has its position already but since this motion is sponsored by this side, I will support it, Mr Speaker, fully understanding the position the government is taking.  Thank you very much for giving me the floor.

Mr Agovaka:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.   First of all, I would like to thank those who have contributed on this very important motion.  Sir, we all know the common knowledge that Honiara is our national capital, and we as leaders of this nation must be concerned about the welfare of our people, and we have to put money, find money and funds, public funds to address issues confronting our people.  


Mr Speaker, let us think as national Leaders rather than being childish being afraid of speculations, let us get this report, get this statistic and doubts so that we can interpret it to make sound judgment for the welfare of our people.


Mr Speaker, I know that there are impacts of migrations, economy, employment opportunities, and crime rates, all these issues are real issues we cannot just discard them out.  And the motion essentially seeks to select a special committee to enquire into this issue so that Parliament and Government will be able to make good judgment and sound policies and budgetary to support that policy.

Mr Speaker, the comment by the MP for Temotu Pele is very confusing, he is confused about the motion.  It is not about freedom of movement.  Nobody is restricting anybody to move in and out of Honiara.  What I am merely saying is for this committee to look into the issue and how we can help people.  That is exactly what it is.  
The general assumption of public let us really look into the issues and confront it head-on in this motion. 


With these remarks, Sir, thank you.  

The motion is defeated.
Motion No. 4

Mr BOYERS:  Thank you, Mr Speaker. My plan today to move this motion and support the recommendation but considering the Prime Minister’s statement today, I would request that my motion be withdrawn on the grounds that moving a motion for the sake of moving a motion is irresponsible.  I believe this motion is serious and a meaningful motion and I would like to see it supported.  Upon withdrawing this motion, I believe in future, the government is hoping more contribution …. have in the reconciliation and rehabilitation.  

I think it is important that I am responsible in making sure that this support government’s program, may be this is partly the reason why the Prime Minister mentioned this, because that the truth and reconciliation commission might come forth and take this into account.  

With those few words, Mr Speaker, I do not want to prolong the process of sine die ……. for approval, I would like to withdraw this motion on the basis that may be further consultation with the government.  Thank you.

Mr Speaker:  Thank you Honourable, the motion is withdrawn under Standing Order 30(1)(1).

The Motion is withdrawn

Motion of Sine Die

(Debate on the motion of sine die continues and concludes)
Hon WAIPORA:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for allowing me to contribute.  I join my colleagues in contributing to the motion of Sine Die moved by the Honourable Prime Minister three days ago.  

Mr Speaker, at the outset I would like to thank you for being patient with us during the meetings in guiding and controlling the meetings of Parliament up to now.  

Mr Speaker, I was always reminded of the founders of this nation when you are sitting there; some of whom have already gone to rest and some are still here with us.  Sir, with my whole heart I am always encouraged and have confidential and trust in your presence with us as a founder of this Country.  So today, I am going to make my contribution to the very important motion that was moved by the Honourable Prime Minister this week. 

Mr Speaker, this meeting is indeed a very significant one because we had a speech from the throne, we had passed the budget estimates of the new government, we had elected a new deputy speaker and we had welcomed and witnessed the swearing in of the two newly elected MPs for East Malaita and Aoke/Langa Langa Constituencies. 

Mr Speaker, in this meeting we had recorded a history for the very first time in that the government had asked the Head of State to come down and read out a speech, which I would like to turn as an annual report of the Government Ministries.  Mr Speaker, His Excellency had read out the report for more than two hours.  His Excellency, the Governor General was very annoyed after reading the material and finished two litres of mineral water.  Moreover, Mr Speaker, His Excellency had to express his grave disappointment and dissatisfaction to the government for not preparing a better and reasonable speech for him than what he read out on the 17th March 2008.  

To the CNURA Government, however, I would like to congratulate you for the passage of your budget estimates, although it is quiet unrealistic.  To the newly elected MPs for East Malaita & Aoke Langa Langa Constituencies, I must congratulate you for your election victory.  To the Deputy Speaker, congratulations, for your landslide victory.  

Mr Speaker, during the debate of the Budget, Ministers spoke highly and positively of their budgets and confidentially promised people of the many things that they will do for them during their term in office.  I have no doubt of your promises.  I believe you will live up to your commitments of delivering to our people what they expect from the government accordingly.  

Mr Speaker, this side of the house, despite of what the Minister for Environment says that we are very few, we will do our part, not only in keeping you close under the binoculars and microscope on your performance but we would also cooperate to assist if and when such assistance is necessary.  

Mr Spearker, as the Member for Central Honiara had mentioned yesterday regarding government vehicles and government houses, I would also like to point out that during the months of January and February, it was a very confusing time for me and my family.  It was a confusing time because we would have taken a ship to go back home to Makira on the 3rd January, but I was asked and assured by more than 10 Ministers of the Crown, including the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister that they would nominate me to be the government’s candidate for the post of Deputy Speaker.  They even agreed for my family to live in the government rented house until the election of the Deputy Speaker is over.  As a straightforward person I took this advice with good faith and assurance.  I did not realise anything as tricks or hypocrisy was at play. However, the outcome was good in that the choice then was a well qualified one than the right one.  
While I was following the advice of the political government, the acting Attorney General issued eviction notices to me to vacate the house I am occupying.  The last thing I received from the acting Attorney General just before this meeting was a writ of summon for the Court.  I do not know yet when my case would be heard.  
Mr Speaker, to say the least this meeting of Parliament is not very encouraging all through.  Those chairs on the government side were always empty.  We need to be more patient and faithful in attending meetings to listen to each other when we share in discussing issues of importance for the good of our country and people.  After all that is what we have been elected into this Parliament to do.  

Mr Speaker, I recall when the Governor General was delivering the speech from the throne, more than half of the other side were gone out of the Chambers when the Governor General was half way with the speech.  I can also remember the day when the Minister of Finance handed down the 2008 Appropriation Bill only less than half of the Ministers were present.  

However, Ministers were sneaking in one by one when the Minister was already halfway with his budget speech.  We must remember that the daily meetings of Parliament are shown and coming out to the public through live TV and people are watching us.  

Mr Speaker, rural advancement and unity is the number one policy of the CNURA Government.  That policy calls for seriousness on the side of Ministers toward their duty – political will and determination. 

Mr Speaker, if what was displayed in the daily meetings of Parliament is going to be the attitude in the daily working days in the Ministries then rural advancement is just a catchword for political scoring and decoration.  You need to work extra harder and sacrifice your time and effort in order that your policy can reach and be realised at rural areas.  Rural development means decentralization and devolution of certain powers and functions of the Central Government down to our scattered islands.  

Our colonial masters together with the founders of the independence Solomon Islands, believed this strongly in that time that the only way out for making Solomon Islands grows strong economically, politically, socially and spiritually is the necessary powers and functions of the central government must be decentralized and devolved or even transferred to local authorities in the islands. 

As such the founders of our independence enshrined in the Solomon Islands Independence Constitution, the provincial government as the agent, as the avenue and vehicle through which decentralisation and devolution of powers and functions can happen in the islands, and when that happens, do you call it rural development.  

Mr Speaker, in preparation for state government system and to ensure the rural advancement policy works and realised in the rural areas, government needs to dismantle the present Ministry of Provincial Government together with any other Ministries and create 7 new Provincial Affairs Ministries.  This would make life much easier than now because one Minister would be responsible to manage the affairs of one or two Provinces, not only that, sir, but also it would make life much easier to implement the policies and programs of the state government when the system has come about. 

Mr Speaker, I would also like to ask the government at this juncture to approach our nine provincial governments to consider creating constituency governing councils within their respective provinces through ordinances to replace the former area councils.  The constituency governing councils would be regarded as a legal mechanism through which MPs under the governing council are administering rural development funds, which are sourced from the Ministry of Rural Development and other development ministries.  
Today constituents have great suspicions against MPs misusing RCDF etc.  Therefore, the constituency governing council, in my view, would help MPs and CDOs to explain how the rural development funds are used.  I do not think area councils should be reinstated because not only are they too many but they are also too costly, and that is why I suspended them in 1998.


Mr Speaker, I could not agree more with the Minister for Forests when he mentioned the retirement of RCDF and other rural funds that we might be receiving for our constituencies.  Yes, indeed it is the requirement upon all of us to retire or report how the funds were spent.


As other MPs might have done, West Makira Constituency has done its report for 2006 and 2007.  (This is the one).  Copies were sent to the Ministry of Finance, the Auditor General and the Embassy of the Republic of China.


Mr Speaker, I want also to clarify that West Makira bought its ship, the M.V. Haurosi with its RCDF, Micro Project, Millennium Development for 2006 and 2007 and not by any other extra funds from ROC or any other donors as echoed by the Deputy Prime Minister last week.


Mr Speaker, while I am still on the floor I also want to clarify two things that were raised by two Ministers against the MP for West Makira at the start of this meeting about two weeks ago.


Mr Speaker, the Provincial Government Minister complained against the MP for West Makira about a computer.  Mr Speaker, the Office of the Official Opposition is another very important organ of the government and therefore there is nothing wrong for the computer to be used in that office, not only by MPs but also by their CDOs when asked to do constituency matters for MPs.


Honorable Minister, as a government you have the power in your hand, you have also the resources in your hand and you have the time in your hand to get a new one.


Mr Speaker, the Minister for Communication and Aviation and MP for Maringe/Kokota alleged that I discriminated against Isabel Province when the MP for West Makira was a Minister.  He said that I did not endorse or recommend their development projects for funding because all the MPs from Isabel did not join the Grand Coalition for Change Government.  Mr Speaker, that claim was totally false and I want that false allegation erased from the Hansard Reports.

Mr Speaker, the Minister and MP for Maringe/Kokota instead of accusing the MP for West Makira should thank him for what he had done for his province, especially in his area at Buala.


Mr Speaker, please may I take this chance to rewind the tape.  I want to rewind the tape for my good Minister and his other two colleagues from Isabel to hear.  One, all alienated lands from Kia to Fera were transferred from the original legal title owner to the Isabel Provincial Assembly through my efforts and hard work.

(hear, hear)
Isabel Province was the first Province in Solomon Islands to adopt and establish the community high school system at Buala, Jejevo and Guguha in 1995 under the Mamaloni-Lulei Government Education Policy.  This being so because of my loyal administration and leadership to the people of Isabel to have that done for them.



Mr Speaker, the facelift of the Buala Provincial Headquarters was done in 1994 under my administration and leadership.

(hear, hear)

The Garanga RCDF was established under my command of the Isabel Province Administration.  The Gozoruru commercial establishment there was established during my administration and leadership.  

The Buala wharf site was selected by the Paramount Chief Aleli and Waipora in 1978, and the building of the wharf was done under the direction of Aleli and Waipora in the same year through communal work by villages.

Mr Speaker, in fact that wharf should be called Aleli Waipora.

(laughter)


Mr Speaker, with the foregoing however, how could the Minister dare to say that the MP for West Makira discriminated against Isabel Province? He should reciprocate by getting his government to build Bau Airfield in West Makira this year 2008 instead of accusing me.

(hear, hear)


Mr Speaker, during the time we went through the Budget, it was evident that Ministers did not take personal interest in their budgets, especially the recurrent estimates, and that is why they did not give correct answers to questions. They were more interested in the development estimates than the recurrent because they must know if their projects are there to be funded before 2010.


Mr Speaker, members of the CNURA Government have full plates in their hands to dig through for the next two years and therefore you must constantly stick together in order to get you policies and programs realized.  If not you are digging your own graves.


Mr Speaker, the CNURA Group was formed at the Honiara Hotel to overthrow the Sogavare-led Government.  The group camped at the Honiara Hotel for more than six weeks.  The question is who paid for the bill and what is the total bill, Mr Speaker?  For transparency and accountability the answer of this question should be published in the media.

Mr Speaker, I am very conscious of the time and by way of closing I want to sound out a warning to the government.  You need to set your house in order.  If there are any rotten apples get rid of them.  As a matter of fact if you want to be successful, some of your Ministers need to be relieved.


Mr Speaker, we need to be honest and truthful.  Do not be like the hypocrites in Matthew Chapter 15 Verse 8 which says and I quote: “These people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth and honoureth me with their lips but their heart is far from me”.  I want to repeat this verse again.  “These people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth and honoureth me with their lips but their heart is far from me”.


Mr Speaker, it happened to the Grand Coalition for Change Government and it will happen to CNURA if you are not careful.



Mr Speaker, this is a humble warning from a simple wise man from the east.

(hear, hear)

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I support the motion.

(applause)

Hon KAUA:  Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the Member for Temotu/Nende for allowing me to take the floor.

Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me the floor to contribute on this motion of sine die.


Mr Speaker, may I first of all express my profound appreciation on behalf of my chiefs and good people of Mbaegu/Asifola Constituency to your goodself, the Deputy Speaker, and your able staff for the effective and efficient manner in which you have conducted and controlled the affairs of Parliament proceedings during this current Meeting.


It is understood that there were some difficulties experienced initially in your absence due to illness.  However, in spite of that I must congratulate you all for the way you have conducted the affairs of Parliament.  All of you deserve commendation for the work well done.


Mr Speaker, I also would like to congratulate the two newly elected Members of Parliament from Malaita.  I wish to express my heartfelt congratulation to the newly elected members of Aoke/Langa Langa and the East Malaita.  Welcome to the club!

Mr Speaker, this is the first sitting of Parliament since CNURA Government took office and I consider this meeting of Parliament to be fairly balanced, constructive and more focused and genuine on matters of common concern and interest pertaining to the affairs of our people and country. It is in this respect that all Members of Parliament are to be congratulated for the manner in which all of us in this honourable House have conducted the affairs affecting our people and country.

Mr Speaker, one can say without prejudice that both sides of the house have gained maturity in our approaches in dealing with national matters of common interest although there may be varying views expressed, which is expected of a healthy democratic system of government that after heated arguments there is always a gentlemen’s consciousness prevailing at the end of the day.  This is the beauty of Solomon Islands politics, which is not commonly practiced in other parts of the world, that at the end of the day we all leave our differences and hug each other as friends, colleagues before living the chambers.  This is most significant of healthy politics in Solomon Islands, which I am not sure if it is normal in other parts of the world. Mr Speaker, in this respect, I wish to commend and encourage all of us to maintain this, which is unique in our democratic system of freedom of speech in conducting the affairs of commonalities affecting our people and country.


Mr Speaker, having echoed these general comments, I wish to dwell on some specific observations pertinent to my Ministry on issues raised by certain Members on the other side of the house.

First Mr Speaker, I must thank the Minister of Finance for bringing to Parliament the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008.  Second, let me thank the officials of the Ministry of Finance and Treasury for putting together and assisting their Minister in bringing the 2008 Appropriation Bill to Parliament. 


Mr Speaker, I must also thank the Minister of National Planning and Aid Coordination and his officers for the effort in putting together the Development Estimates of the 2008 Budget.  Mr Speaker, thanks must also go to officials in our various Ministries for the work and effort they put into assisting and compiling the recurrent and development estimate of the various Ministries, which assisted the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Planning in putting together the 2008 Budget.


Mr Speaker, the 2008 Budget continues to recognize and re-enforce the intentions of our constitution that the judiciary in one of the three arms of government in our democratic system of government.  The National Judiciary had its first separate allocation in the 2007 Budget.  This is the second year it is being provided funds under its own head separate from my Ministry’s head.  A separate allocation for the National Judiciary has already had some positive effects on the operations of the National Judiciary as it continues to allow them the flexibility to carry out their programs more effectively and smoothly.


Mr Speaker, I must thank this government for continuing to recognize the needs of the Judiciary and continuing the trend set by the last GCC Government in ensuring the Judiciary has a separate head in the 2008 Budget.  I am sure further improvements and more autonomy will be given to the Judiciary in the years to come.


Mr Speaker, I am glad to say as I stated in my contribution to the debate on the second reading of the 2008 Appropriation Bill that the 2008 Budget will allow my Ministry and the National Judiciary to carry out their normal and additional activities in 2008, some of which I have mentioned in my contribution to the second reading of the 2008 Appropriation Bill.  Mr Speaker, the expansion of judicial services throughout the country will be complimented by other departments of my Ministry.  

Mr Speaker, law and order and the maintenance of the rule of law is a prerequisite to other developments taking place in our country.  We must strive to support institutions in our country that will ensure law and order is not only maintained but enhanced.  We must not undermine them as it can be detrimental to our developmental endeavors.  

Mr Speaker, may I also take this opportunity to thank and extend my appreciation to the Honorable Chief Justice, the Judges of the High Court, the Court of Appeal, the Magistrates and his brother Magistrates, the local court and the Customary Land Appeal Court justices throughout this country, the support officers of these courts for their dedication commitment and sacrifice in working hard over the last years to ensure the system of justice in this country and the rule of law is maintained, is working and continues to work in this country.  I must also thank them for continuing to strive and continuing to work on reform programs to make the justice system work and work more efficiently and effectively.  It will take time for us to see the benefits of these reforms but I must thank them for their vision and foresight.  

Mr Speaker, I wish also to thank all officers of Legal Agencies of my Ministry for the work they are doing to help maintain the rule of law in this country.  I must especially thank all lawyers for working tirelessly and fearlessly in the last years to uphold the rule of law in this country and ensure that justice is administered without fear or favor or ill will throughout this country.  
While there is still a lot of work that needs to be done to have a well functioning justice system, I am pleased to say that with the commitment of everyone in my Ministry, the government and our partners and other stakeholders, the wheels of justice is continuing to roll and roll out everywhere throughout our country. 

Mr Speaker, we thank and take heed of some of the criticisms leveled at us or at some agencies of my Ministry.  We however are not resting on our laurels.  We try to be proactive in trying to address some of the criticisms.  For instance, steps have been taken to reduce remand periods and delays in civil proceedings.  Work is in progress on a bail legislation and evidence legislation as tools to assist in addressing some of the concerns and criticisms raised.  New Civil Procedures Rules to replace the old Civil Procedure Rules of both the High Court and the Magistrate Courts have commenced on the 1st of March 2008 to assist reduce the delay in civil proceedings and in turn to costs.  

Mr Speaker, I also extend my appreciation and thank you to the Australian Government who through the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) has assisted my Ministry a lot through the RAMSI Law and Justice Program. I thank them for recognizing the importance of maintaining the rule of law and the system of justice in this country.  
I thank them for the many assistance rendered to my Ministry including infrastructure developments they have assisted my Ministry with, including the renovation work carried out on the Kalala House, which has provided my Ministry and the Ministry of Police and National Security a modern office facility.  I must also thank the Government of New Zealand for its support to the Justice Sector of this country, particularly its contribution through RAMSI, which has enabled the funding of two High Court Judges.  Indeed, I must thank them for recognizing and ensuring that the rule of law is strengthened and maintained in this country.  

Mr Speaker, the current funding cycle for the RAMSI Law and Justice Program will lapse towards the middle of 2009.  We know that work is already going on in working on issues and matters for consideration in second phase of the cycle of possible funding assistance to the Justice Sector.  
We intend to work with RAMSI Law and Justice Program to identify our priorities and to ensure they align their program to the government’s policies and priorities on the justice sector.  We hope that with the alignment, we will be able to enhance our partnership with them and the use of funds given in our name are more targeted in their use, and that there is more transparency in the disbursement of funds and that they are used to address specific needs of the Justice Sector.  

Mr Speaker, as I indicated in my contribution to the second reading of the 2008 Appropriation Bill, my Ministry and the National Judiciary will be embarking on a number of infrastructure projects to move judicial and legal services out to the provinces this year.  For instance, we will build magistrate residences in Auki, Gizo, Kirakira and Lata this year.  We will renovate a number of existing court houses in some of the provincial sub-stations.  This should allow for more magistrate courts and local court sittings in the provinces.  We intend to renovate more court houses in other provincial centers or substations in the next two years to facilitate the increased presence and extension of judicial and legal services throughout the country.  
The Law Justice Program will commence building the Auki Court house and office complex in June this year.  Apart from the infrastructure projects mentioned, there are other activities that my Ministry will embark on this year, which I need not repeat here.  
The CNURA Government wants to see the extension of judicial and legal services to provinces throughout the country.  All the projects and programs we are now embarking are geared towards achieving that very objective.  With the limited resources and manpower that we have, we may not achieve that objective as quickly as some may expect but if we continue to work on and persist, then surely we will reach our destination.  

Mr Speaker, since the Budget has just been passed, work must now start immediately to implement the programs we intend to implement under this Budget.  We have no time to spare.  I therefore, call on every one of us Ministers, Members of Parliament, Public Officers and other stakeholders to get down to working and implement the programs we intend implement under this Budget.  


In this connection, Mr Speaker, I also recognize and thank my hard working staff for the services rendered in formulation of the 2008 Budget and the expected output that are required in the implementation of the Ministry’s program of action for this year.  It is my sincere hope that the Ministry will ensure to comply with all requirements within the Ministry by the CNURA Government for 2008.  

Mr Speaker, allow me now to make some general observations and comments on matters raised by certain Members of Parliament from the other side of the House, which are of importance that affect the principles of unity in diversity and in essence in maintaining our togetherness as one people, one nation and unity in diversity in spite of our varying differences in culture, tradition, ethnicity due to the physical nature of our country with many islands scattered across many miles of sea as part of the Pacific Ocean.  
Mr Speaker, this is a daunting task, which I presume our explorers found it difficult initially to determine who would be interested to look after and control this cluster of islands in the middle of nowhere and to unite us as one people, one nation.  No wonder the British has decided without reservation when our leaders took that maiden trip to England requesting our Independence from the United Kingdom, and sure enough it was granted with no difficulties whatsoever.  

Mr Speaker, the ball is now in our court in this Honorable House. The responsibility of directing and redirecting our final destiny rests squarely on the 50 Members of Parliament.  How to direct the national intentions of the co-founders of our nationhood as to where the pendulum should swing rests squarely on shoulders of the 50 Members of Parliament.  Therefore, Mr Speaker, we must be conscious of the tireless efforts of those who have gone before us, in their humbleness and simplicity have attempted to hold our nation together in unity, and in testimony of their efforts in the quest to unite one Solomon Islands in unity and diversity regardless of color or creed.  It is in that respect, Mr Speaker, that we must try at all cost to be more sensitive and vigilant in our efforts to be more cautious and sensitive in our comments on the floor of Parliament on issues of interest that can be perceived by others as detrimental to the genuine efforts of many both past and present citizens of this beloved country in fostering our unity in diversity.  It is of paramount importance regardless of which side of the House you belong in representing the efforts or the genuine concerns of our communities, the unity of our people and country should be the paramount objective.  Anything considered contrary to this objective ought not to be entertained on the floor of Parliament, particularly when access to public is more readily available than before through the media.  

Mr Speaker, whilst I acknowledge the freedom of expression and the privileges Members of Parliament to express freely on the floor of Parliament prescribed under the supreme law of this land, the Constitution, we should be mindful of the issues that are sensitive and how that can be perceived by the public and others who do not seem to have the same perception as one may wish to present issues of interest by certain groups but can be misinterpreted adversely by others which could affect the noble intention in harmonizing the unity of this nation and its people.  

Mr Speaker, I want to make special mention of the hard working Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee for bringing to the attention of Parliament, audit reports particularly the report on the Land Registration Procedures and Kukum subsidiary report.  This is a genuine concern and I take it that this is not a prerequisite that can be adopted elsewhere when dealing with registration.  I take it that this is not a presumption to suggest that such could be applied elsewhere as that is compatible to similar cases of that nature in applying the same principle to substantiate the genuineness of such in disposing the rights of others to reside on certain locations that have been owned for years but could face a dilemma of having to lose rights due to unknown reasons and that are new to original perceptions that are only known to those instigators and not others.  But I am sure the person of that status and a respectable person like the Chairman would not dream of such since he is so eloquently concerned about equality, good stewardship and fairness to all.  

I call on the good working well balanced advocator of transparency and accountability to leave those principles and do likewise.  I wish him well and urge him to continue with the good work and practice what he eloquently professes and stand for what he advocates and not do the contrary.  

Mr Speaker, before I resume my seat I would like to explain to my colleague, the Deputy Prime Minister on an issue raised earlier concerning my time as the Minister for Agriculture.   Mr Speaker, the issue was the allocation of $300,000 to the Auluta and East Fataleka Resource owners by the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock when I was Minister then.   That payment was purposely a government incentive in recognition of the landowners’ willingness to open up their large customary land for oil palm development, and more importantly as equal partners in economic development in the field of oil palm development.  

The allocation was made by awarding $150,000 each to Auluta and East Fataleka respectively.  However, although the allocation was within the project budget and funds were committed for this purpose, landowners were not able to receive funds as intended.  This is owing to a number of very critical reasons.  
The first reason is that the project was not in the position to ascertain genuine tribes who are to participate in this project, and more importantly the tribes that consented for oil palm development to be dispute free or not.  This is critically important as the project would like to see that only those tribe whose lands were registered and dispute free will benefit through this association from those awards.  It would not be fair 
of at that stage to give $150,000 literally to all tribal lands of this project area and then having to find out that only a few tribes’ lands are dispute free and registered.   

Mr Speaker, it was also realized at that time that in order for accountable and effective administration of these funds, it would have to be channeled through legitimate means hence the respective resource owners association and land trust boards.  As you would have appreciated, this resource association, namely the Auluta Basin Resource Owners Association and the Fataleka Resource Owners Association and individual land trust boards were established in the late 2007, and again dispute information and ultimate registration of these associations and trust board as part of the governance structure of the resource owners association.  It was still not clear at that time as to which tribal lands are dispute free and genuinely interested in oil palm development.  

Mr Speaker, based on these reasons the transfer of funds were then decided to be delayed until the land acquisition process is completed, and the completion of formal registration of resource owners association and trust boards.  This in essence determines dispute free tribal lands and legitimate bodies who will be eligible to receive funds on behalf of the tribe members.  

Mr Speaker, it must be emphasized that whilst the government views this as an incentive for the resource owners, funds that were supposedly allocated to resource owners to assist the lands trust board in administration of their various land trust boards.  

Mr Speaker, the delay on the allocation of funds were owed to the long process of land acquisition in Auluta and East Fataleka and the establishment of the governance structure of the resource owners.  As you would have known, land acquisition has now been completed with dispute free land of 22 tribal lands in both project areas and the resource owner association and tribal trust boards representing these tribal lands have now been established and finally registered by the end of last year 2007.  

Mr Speaker, I would have hoped that the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock would set aside funds in this year’s Budget to meet these important commitments with the landowners of Auluta and East Fataleka.  It must also be stated here, Mr Speaker, that the unexpected large scale nature of acquisition of the land process in Auluta and East Fataleka have exhausted much of the 2007 Budget. However, the commitment has been included in the Ministry’s submission in the 2008 Budget.  The Ministry has made the commitment at that time to resource owners, and as such I would like to see that the funds remain committed in this year’s budget.  I hope my colleague will take advantage of that arrangement.  

With that explanation, Mr Speaker, and the remarks that I made, I support the motion and resume my seat.

Sitting suspended for lunch break
Sitting resumes at 2.00 pm
Mr ZAMA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me this opportunity on the floor to very briefly contribute to this motion of sine die moved by the Prime Minister on Wednesday.  In so doing, I would like to thank the honourable Prime Minister for moving that motion.  

Before elaborating on issues I would be raising, I would like to take this honour to thank you, Mr Speaker, for your perseverance, commitment and hard work.  We know that in the last few weeks you have been ill, but the nation has been praying for you since you are the founding father of this nation.  Thank you once again, Mr Speaker, for your leadership both in Parliament and country as a whole.

I would like to also thank the parliamentary staff, the Parliamentary Secretariat and those who have been sitting behind the scene pushing all the work that has been done in Parliament.  I would like to thank them for their commitment and support provided to Members of Parliament.  

Sir, I would also like to acknowledge the contributions made by honourable colleagues, Ministers, backbenchers and the Leader of Opposition to this motion.  

Mr Speaker, as you are aware, I was absent from Parliament on Monday and Tuesday.  If anyone was looking for me, I was in the Constituency attending to some constituency business.  As we are all aware, it is a covenant between the MP for South New Georgia/Rendova and his people and that is why I have been with my people visiting them and seeing the progress on the work being carried out on the various rehabilitation works and other constituency development programs currently being implemented in my constituency.  That was the reason I was absent on Monday and Tuesday. 

Mr Speaker, I will briefly touch on certain issues that I have already raised in my debate on the Budget, which needs to be raised again so that the government takes note of them. 

On government policy, Mr Speaker, as I have already mentioned, they are very good on paper.  As I have already stated over and again, I still believe that what the CNURA Government produced would still remain as paper policies regardless of the very good intentions and desires contained in the policies.  It would be a challenge to the current leadership of the CNURA Government to prove to this nation what it intends to do in the remaining life of this House as two and half years is not long enough for any government to be able to truly fulfill its policies but given the depth of qualified leaders we have in this government, Mr Speaker, they can do it.  There is nothing stopping them in terms of getting these policies translated into workable action programs and implementation, but I still maintain that those policies, regardless of how good they may be, they are still paper policies.  The government must really prove to me, the Opposition and this nation.  

Still on government policies, I will continue to raise that this government really has to prove, has to deliver. This government has only been in office for a barely five months.  The Minister for Conservation has raised a number of important issues that this Parliament failed to raise, and he was in particular finger pointing the Opposition on questions and answers.  

Sir, whilst it is very true the Opposition did not raise many questions on the government, but one thing is very clear.  The very reason why the Opposition did not raise many questions is because the Opposition has taken a different approach in trying to assist the government, and not through questions and answers.  We have taken a different approach in keeping the executive government on its toes.  It is through the parliamentary committees that we did that.  For instance, the Public Accounts Committee is the avenue we are now pursuing in putting the government to account or to be more responsible and accountable for its actions.

The other reason, Mr Speaker, why questions were not raised on the floor of Parliament is because it was very clear how Ministers have defended the Budget.  The way most of them defended the budget is very miserable.  They talked out of sense.  They were not able to reflect on government policies.  They were unable to tie up government policies against the budgets of their ministries.  Therefore, if the Opposition is to ask questions then they would not be in a position, frankly, to give the answer the Opposition or the nation as a whole expects. 

The other reason why questions were not asked to this government is because they were barely five months in office.  As I have already raised in my budget debate, they did nothing to be held accountable for.  They did nothing to be questioned on because one of the issues raised by the Minister for Conservation and Environment and the Member for Gizo and Kolombangara was that the GCCG was transformed into the CNURA or call it NURA but those words in my dialect still means the same thing.  It means anything that goes. Now whether the transformation from the GCCG to CNURA is good transformation can only be proved at the end of the day because transformation can take two forms. It is either transformation for good or transformation for worst.   It will be at the end of this year and the remaining two years that this nation would be able to tell whether the transformation was a good transformation that this nation desires.  Those are the reasons why questions and answers were not raised on the floor of Parliament.

 On the political number game, Mr Speaker, it is true that the Opposition does not have the number.  But this Opposition does not need the number.  The Opposition does not need the number to counter the qualities and the capabilities of the CNURA Government.  Whether there are 10 members in the Opposition or whether it is just the Leader himself and the MP for West Makira, that itself equates the number in the government because the quality and the depth in the Opposition Office itself naturally counters that.  Therefore, to those of us in the Opposition number means nothing.   It is quality that the Opposition is producing.  It is the first time in history that the Opposition has a very small number, but it is a quality Opposition.


Mr Speaker, as I have already said, this Parliament has been sitting for four weeks.  Sir, if it would have been the GCCG Government, it would have moved and passed more than 10 bills in Parliament in these four weeks.  

I say because bills were already lined up.  But this Government, as I have said, the CNURA Government, the NURA Government or the anything that goes government poorly reflected in themselves has only passed one Bill besides the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008.  It only passed two bills in four weeks.  With the numerical strength it has in passing only two Bills in four weeks is appalling. That is a very poor performance.  This is reflective of the CNURA Government’s leadership quality. 
Mr Speaker, honestly I was saddened this morning that when we all came in the Prime Minister almost fell on the floor.  Where are the officials, where is his Permanent Secretary, where are the officials from the office of the Prime Minister who could have stopped the Prime Minister from attending Parliament?  I mean this guy was drunk last night obviously on how he was presenting himself on the floor of Parliament, and was sitting there literally sleeping.  

Mr Speaker, is that the kind of leadership this country expects from a Prime Minister of the CNURA Government?  A Prime Minister of Solomon Islands literally sleeping on the floor of Parliament?  Goodness, gracious me, Mr Speaker!  It is a sad thing when the guards literally came and lifted him off his chair and took him away. He was not sick of malaria.  He was just too drunk to sit on his chair.  Simple as that.  
I am raising this, Mr Speaker, because we talked so much about a God graced government and yet that is not reflected one singe bit on the floor of Parliament.  I would not have raised this if what happened was at his home, but this is the legislature, this is Parliament, and all of us leaders are expected to be sober, leaders to be in their normal sense and frame of mind, but yet here we are, a Prime Minister doing that.  I would not care if he is the Deputy Prime Minister, the Minister of Finance or just any other Ministers or backbenchers.  But here we are, the Prime Minister sitting in his chair fully drunk, out of his mind and was talking almost nonsense, naturally this is just not acceptable in Solomon Islands.  May be it is acceptable somewhere else but not in a parliamentary democracy like ours.
Mr Kengava:  Point of Order.  I wan to point out that constant reference to the Prime Minister as being drunk should not be intended to discredit him. The Member of Parliament should think otherwise.  Thank you.

Mr Speaker:  Thank you honourable Deputy Speaker.  I would like to refer honorable Members to Order 36(5) that we should not impute improper motive to another Member of Parliament or make unbecoming reference to his private affairs.

Mr Zama:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank the Deputy Speaker for raising that point of order.  I am raising this as a leader, and raising it with good intentions.  I do not have malicious intentions whatsoever in raising this issue about the Prime Minister.  I have no reason whatsoever to hate nobody.  I am raising this simply because he is our Prime Minister, and not the Prime Minister of CNURA.  He is the Prime Minister of Solomon Islands and I want to raise issues that all of us are aware of it.  

Anyway, what I am raising here is hurting somebody but I am talking on real issues that we as leaders must address and not repeat it next time.  Right!  
Hon Gukuna (interjecting):  Talk about national issues.  Do not talk about personal issues.

Mr Zama:  Yes, if you are drunk do not come to Parliament next time but stay in your house.  That is all I am saying.  

Mr Speaker, that is rebutting what the Minister for Environment said yesterday.  And I am glad the Minister of Forests has just walked in to take his seat because he is the only statesmen I know.  I have already raised this outside of Parliament with him. 
On government policy, as I have said, the Ministers and the government really have to prove in the remaining two and half years or the end of December to do tangible things and translating the policies into workable programs of action.  Please deliver.  The word is ‘deliver to this nation’.  

Mr Speaker, still on government policies, I would like to raise two fundamental issues here.  The name CNURA consists of two fundamental key pillars; pillars that this nation is really looking forward to.  The word NURA stands for National Unity and the last two letters stand for Rural Advancement.  I will briefly touch on those two key pillars, which this government embraces itself. 

 On the issue of national unity, whilst I am a strong believer for Solomon Islands to continue to be one country, one people, one nation in our diversity, we must really open our eyes and see what Solomon Islands is made up of.  

Whilst it is good to talk about national unity in Solomon Islands, may I ask national unity for what and for whom?  Unless we understand the context, the meaning, the interpretation and how you are going to address national unity in Solomon Islands, you would miss the mark, you would miss the mark.  If the way you are going to address national unity in Solomon Islands is not taking it the way people are seeing it and the way leaders in Solomon Islands and the provinces are seeing it then I think we will still miss the mark.  

Mr Speaker, as you are aware people in Solomon Islands are now talking, leaders are now talking and provinces in Solomon Islands are now talking.  Even before independence in 1978, people have already been calling for more autonomy.  People have already been calling for smaller states.  People want to secede.  People want to create their own small countries.  
Amidst these issues, for us to continue use an artificial code in trying to bind this country together under the banner of national unity and throwing issues that people have been raising, would simply means throwing a deaf ear, a blind eye to the calls by the people throughout the four corners of Solomon Islands.  If that is the way we are going to deal with bigger issues then I think we are not doing justice to the people of Solomon Islands. 


Mr Speaker, we already know what provinces are like.  Just recently I was sitting at the Kolo Lupa Sea Front in the beautiful Roviana Lagoon on Tuesday this week reading the Island Sun Paper and I can see that Malaita Province through the Ma’asina Forum was calling for independence for Malaita.  Whether that call is for good or for bad, but these are the words, the voices and the feelings of the people.  And if past governments, this government and future governments continue to give deaf ears to these calls, I think we need to seriously take stock.  

We need to seriously take stock as leaders because it is not the 50 Members of Parliament that own Solomon Islands.  I have to remind us that we need to listen to the calls of the people of this country.  We need to listen to the leaders.  We need to listen to the nine provinces in Solomon Islands.  We need to listen to the men, the women and children who are calling out in the provinces.  If we are just listening and talking to ourselves, the 50 Members of Parliament only talk about national unity without listening to the people then something is wrong.  Something is seriously not in the right direction in this country.  
I just want to kindly remind the Deputy Prime Minister, the Ministers and the CNURA Government to seriously take stock of this.


Mr Speaker, moving on from that I would like to raise some issues on rural advancement, and I am glad the Minister of Forests is listening. What does this group means by rural advancement?  The word itself, Mr Speaker, means different things to different people.  It means a different thing to the Minister of Tourism.  It means a different thing to the Minister of Forests.  It means a different thing to the Minister of Infrastructure, the Minister of Provincial government, the Minister for Lands, the Minister for Home Affairs and the Minister for Women and children.  These are the only Ministers sitting here now.  If all the 24 Ministers are here I will be pinpointing them.  If you ask what rural advancement means to the 24 Ministers and the CNURA Government, it means different things at different times.  They are not singing the same tune.


A case in point is the Auluta Oil Palm Plantation.  I am surprised and that is why I want to speak at the dying hours of this motion.  I will come in when the show starts to cool down because I want to put more fire into the government.  You see, number does not matter to us.  Now we are putting you on your toes again so that we can come up firing again here to make the debate livelier.


Mr Speaker, getting back to the point I was raising on the Auluta Oil Palm Plantation.  I am surprised almost to death because even the Minister for Mines could not agree on the development of the Auluta Oil Palm Plantation.  He does not believe in the development of the Auluta Oil Palm Plantation one single bit.  My goodness!  You should be a government backbencher to disagree with government policy.  But you are a government minister disagreeing with your own policies.  This is infighting in government.  He was raising it. 
Ministers, when you talk, mind what you say whether it is on the floor of Parliament, outside in the kitchen, or in your office or where.  You as a minister, you are a Minister for 24 hours.  You are not just a minister when you are in office, but you are a minister on the floor of Parliament, you are a minister in your office and you are a minister when you are in bed, and so you have to mind yourselves, Ministers.  You must be mindful of the repercussions of what you say - what you will be getting on the floor of Parliament the next day.


Mr Speaker, seriously on that note, I would like to thank my former Prime Minister, the only Prime Minister in the 21st century that has served one full term.  He served one full term just out of nothing.  This one man from the Constituency of Savo and Russells pride on the goodwill of the Member for South New Georgia/Rendova/Tetepare served one full term.  Serving him is a reciprocal process.  When I served him he also served me.  But I genuinely and truthfully thank him for his leadership and for acknowledging that in three months, as he rightfully raised, no one beats that record in Parliament.  No one beats that record.  That is one of the reasons why I do not want to join the government because none of them will be holding three portfolios in one life of Parliament.  None of them but only the MP for South New Georgia/Rendova can do it.  That one goes down in the history of Parliament.  But before he was appointed Minister he has also set one record too.  He was convicted for 20 months but he never stepped inside prison doors because he was liberated from on high because of his belief in the living God. 

Not only was he wrongfully convicted, Mr Speaker, but he was barred from attending Parliament meetings even though he was a serving Member of Parliament.  But, Mr Speaker, I thank you for that decision.  I have no bad feelings about your ruling barring the MP for South New Georgia from attending Parliament.  I humbly accepted it, and in the end it pays off.  That is one set of precedence in law that was able to save the Deputy Prime Minister in his case.  It is a piece of legal precedence that goes down in law.


But, Mr Speaker, it is difficult to be serving one term to be serving as the Minister for Law and Justice and after serving law and justice just because of the good work and commitment proven, he went and took over the Ministry of Finance in a very short time and then was moved to the Ministry of Education.  
The then Prime Minister has all the reasons under the heaven to move this particular Minister because he was the only Minister during the Kemakeza Government who brought in investment in difficult times.  The former Prime Minister can confirm that in difficult times he brought in the GPPOL, in difficult times he brought in the Bank of the South Pacific, in difficult times he introduced the Heritage Park Hotel, and so in difficult times he brought in investments.  That is one record that all of you have to beat.  


Mr Speaker, getting back on the issue of rural advancement, all the Ministers must go back and read the very good policies.  I am raising this so that you can be irritated so that you go back and reread the policies.  
Whilst doing this, Mr Speaker, on behalf of my people and chiefs, I would like to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate the MP for East Malaita for his election victory.  Congratulations!  
Also congratulations to my long time good friend, the newly elected MP for Aoke and Langa Langa.  I know this colleague outside of Parliament before he was elected to Parliament.   I hope he is the sheep that would really stir the CNURA Government in the right direction.  He must be the real sheep.  I do not want to see him as a wolf in sheep’s skin but he must he must the real sheep that guides this government.  I know he was behind the drawing board in formulating this government’s policies, and now that he is in the government he must help the Deputy Prime Minister and the Ministers to translate his policies (I know he wrote those policies) into more workable programs and actions and reflect them in the budget.  Reflect those policies in the budget because regardless of how good policies are, Mr Speaker, I am just reminding the newly elected MP for Aoke/Langa Langa to please reflect those policies in the budget because if they are not in the budget then I am sorry.  If they are not in the budget we can say all the good things but they would mean nothing at the end of the day.


Mr Speaker, getting onto rural advancement policies, this is a key policy.  I think it is just bottom up but you just cover it up and so you called it rural advancement where there is need to create more opportunities for people in the rural areas and through these opportunities people and families are empowered.  
There is one thing I really admire this government for.

And that is it is more focused on rural advancement.  The only setback here is that they have not fully focused on what they intend to do with this rural advancement policy.  It is a good policy but you have not put enough allocation in the budget.


Take for example cocoa and copra.  According to the Paper last week, copra and cocoa hit a record mark of $90 odd million.  This is just for copra and cocoa.  But if you look at what was reflected in the budget, it is too small.  
Sir, our people are spread out throughout Solomon Islands and so if they are allocated money for copra and cocoa this year, we would see a boom on these two commodities.  

According to reports coming from the Manager of CEMA (I was in the village when I heard this news on Tuesday morning, not in Honiara) copra and cocoa did hit record high in terms of foreign earnings but there are setbacks that need to be addressed.  One of the setbacks is working capital that farmers in the rural areas need.  Farmers have difficulty in finding air dryers and difficulties in shipping.  These are the things the government should seriously take note of, build and improve on.

Now we have a very vibrant Minister who is resilient in all situations.  He also came up with a new product - dog farming.  Man this is a very lucrative market.  Mr Speaker, dog farming is a big, big market that Solomon Islands can really tap to.  It is a big Asian market and dog reproduces three times a year.  I hope the Minister is serious with dog farming.   


What you were trying to do with the rural advancement policy is spreading it wider but in doing so you are spreading your financial resources thinly too and so it is just like a small drop in the ocean where at the end of the day while it is good at the outset you are spreading it very thinly and at the end of the day there is no feeling and effect of it at all.    That is on rural advancement.


The other issue I would like to raise is constitutional reform.  According to the Prime Minister’s statement, good work is in progress and the government is putting July 2009 as the timeline to bring it before Parliament.  
Mr Speaker, I would like to suggest to the government that before the draft constitution is presented to Parliament, I rather think the draft should go back to leaders, go back to the provinces and go back to our men, women, students and people in the villages because they are the ones who would be affected by the reform and not the 50 Members of Parliament.  
Sir, the Minister of Public of Service is smiling there because he has already contributed to this topic.  I would like to suggest here that before we bring the draft constitution to Parliament; let us take it back to the people.  Let us get the draft back to the people because it will affect the lives of everybody.  It is not good passing something in Parliament that would have an adverse effect on our people in the future.


Whilst I agree, Mr Speaker, to fast track the draft federal state constitution, we need to really know what kind of animals are we looking at here.  What kind of structure are we looking at here?  Federal state is a big issue because otherwise we will be repeating the Provincial Government Act with the provinces, which has been a burden to the national government and which only duplicates the provision of services to people in the provinces.  Mr Speaker, I honestly and seriously do not want to see a repetition and duplication of the different layers of government. 

I have a different vision.  I have a different view on the federal and state constitutions and a different view, shape and structure.  I still believe in giving more autonomy to the provinces.  I still believe in giving more autonomy to the people and resource owners.  I still believe that provinces having more autonomy would set the base upon which the new federation can be created.  
I do not want to see in the future a federation that is supported from on high.  I would rather see the nine provinces becoming stronger entities supporting a federation at the top.  We have seen the lesson, we have learnt the lesson in 2000 where a centralized system was crippled and everybody else feels the effect.  We must spread the economic power and economic strength of our new proposed state federal structure where states have more autonomy, where states become self supporting and those nine states supporting a structure should be the way forward for this country.


Mr Speaker, I would like to acknowledge the assistance and support this government has given to the tsunami and earthquake affected of the Western and Choiseul Provinces.  On behalf of my people who are affected by this God-sent disaster, thank you for that support but there is still more work to be done. That was one of the reasons I was absent on Monday and Tuesday because I went to see the progress that is on the ground.  
Sir, I would like to remind the Minister for Infrastructure that programs are already in his national transport plan.  There are projects already identified for South New Georgia Rendova/Tetepare.  I would like to seriously ask him and remind him that our places have been badly affected. The wharf at Ugele is still destroyed, and that is the only wharf and port on Rendova that serves my people.  I know this is a priority in his National Transport Plan, and so please give us some money whether it is through SIG funding or through donor disaster rehabilitation fund. 

 On that note, I would like to, on behalf of my people, thank all donor partners we have in Solomon Islands.  I thank Australia, New Zealand for the support they have been giving to our people and the government, especially RAMSI for continuing to maintain law and order in Solomon Islands because without them the leadership that is provided by the then government through the person of the MP for Savo/Russells would not be what it is today.  
On that note, Mr Speaker, I acknowledge the presence of RAMSI in Solomon Islands and now I change my tune that RAMSI can remain in Solomon Islands as long as it wants to be here.  In the past I used to be very anti-RAMSI and that is one of the reasons my former Prime Minister sacked me when I was Minister of Finance because I was very vocal about RAMSI.  
I was looking at RAMSI at a very positive point at that time but they took me wrong.  I expected something would happen to me on that same evening of my being critical of RAMSI.  What they did to me was very inhumane.  At 12:01am the official car of the former Prime Minister came and delivered the letter to me at Henderson because I resided there at that time.  I already knew that he would fire me. However, I have no anger.  I expected it and I forgave him, and that gave me healing through that reconciliation process.  Anyway he is a leader who helped this country back on its feet again. 

 Mr Speaker, on that note I thank our donor partners that are in Solomon Islands and especially, our dear friend, the Republic of China.  Yesterday, I thanked the Minister of Tourism and I will continue to thank him because this is the only assistance apart from what we have been supporting ourselves with that really reaches the 50 constituencies.  It is the support that continued to be given by the people and government of the Republic of China through their Ambassador in Solomon Islands that is felt by our people and continues to support their livelihood in the rural areas.  I give a very big thank you to the people and the Government of the Republic of China. 


Mr Speaker, I would like also to thank the Minister of Finance.  The Budget has been passed and so quickly sign the warrants so that you can deliver whatever you want to deliver in your policies because it is already five months and the government has not done anything.  I would like them to please quickly do something so that we can see some tangible transformation in your policies because as I continue to maintain those policies will only be very good policies on paper unless they are delivered.  

In June you will have more questions.  In June I want to remind the Ministers to read their policies, translate them and implement them because you would be bombarded with questions, and we want some quality answers.  We do not want answers such as “we are going to provide it in your pigeonholes”.  Like the Minister for Aviation who said “the over, over radio ia”. Sir, that is not the kind of quality answer we expect.  
Sir, I am putting them on notice because the Public Accounts Committee would be one of the vehicles the Opposition would use in scrutinizing the Executive on the floor of Parliament.  All of you Ministers and the Government, the CNURA Government, please take heed that you would be expecting more questions than answers in the June Sitting.  

Mr Speaker, continuing to acknowledge and thank the officials of the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service, we have bombarded our officials, sometimes with good intentions and sometimes with bad intentions but without our officials from the ministries, we would not be taking what we are now saying in Parliament.  With your support and staying longer hours in the offices, staying away from their families, I would like to thank them on behalf of my people and on behalf of the Opposition.  

The Government will thank themselves later but on behalf of the Opposition, my constituency and my people Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all public servants who continue to provide services to the public.  Please, be reminded to clock into your offices at 8 am, clock out at 12 o’clock, clock in again at 1.00 pm and clock off at 4.30pm.  

People talked so much about corruption.  When money is misappropriated people say that is corruption.  What about people clocking in late into their offices?  Is that not chronic corruption?  Corruption means different things to different people at different times.  I call on the good public servants, some of whom are sitting here in Parliament, to take note that the public expects you to be in your offices by 8am because you are paid from 8am to 12 pm and from 1pm to 4.30pm.  Take note of that.  


Mr Speaker, I think one thing that is missing from the Minister of Finance’s Speech is the Private Sector.  I believe the MP for Aoke/Langa Langa in supporting the government must recognize and acknowledge the private sector.  As we all know the private sector is the engine of growth and unless the government through its policies assists the private sector to move, we would not have a very vibrant private sector because it is only through the private sector that we collect taxes, and that must be supported by the government.  


Sir, I would like to thank members of my committee - the PAC, who are here.  Unfortunately, the MP for West New Georgia was absent on other official matters but on behalf of my family, I would like to thank members of the PAC.  This year is going to be another hard working year for the committee in trying to get the government on the right track.  

 Finally, on behalf of all the chiefs and elders of South New Georgia/Rendova/Tetepare, we would like to thank yourself, Mr Speaker, all 50 MPs and your families and all officials of Parliament.  I also thank all the women, boys and girls of South New Georgia/Rendova, not forgetting the children, pupils and students in all the primary schools and all the high schools in my constituency.  I would like to take this opportunity on their behalf to thank all of you.  The students and pupils in these schools are future leaders of this country.  One day soon they will out vote you and be in this Parliament.  And so on behalf them, I would like to sincerely thank you for your leadership.  


With that, God Bless Solomon Islands, God Bless CNURA, please deliver. This nation and all of us are looking to you.  With that I support the motion. 

Mr KENGAVA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute also to the motion of sine die.  I think this is the only time I have to be able to say something on the floor of Parliament.  


Mr Speaker, first of all I would like to thank His Excellency, the Governor General for the Speech from the Throne.  Although much has been said that the Speech is very lengthy, I would like to say that the Speech is very important as it maps out the way for Solomon Islands in 2008 under the CNURA Government.  It is very important that the Governor General had to come and tell the people of Solomon Islands the way we are going to go this year.


I also would like to thank the Government, the chiefs and leaders of Guadalcanal for availing themselves in performing the traditional ceremony in the opening of the Seventh Meeting of this Parliament.  The ceremony signifies the importance of bringing people of this country together in making peace before the meeting starts. The way the Prime Minister and the Leader of Opposition embrace each other on that day clearly shows the sign that Solomon Islands should now take a new position as we move forward this year 2008. 

 It is very important that the embrace of peace shown by the Prime Minister and the Leader of Opposition should not end there. It should also come from us Members of Parliament in making sure there is peace in this country so that we can progress and move forward according to the Speech from the Throne.  

Thirdly, I would like to thank the CNURA Government that comes into power in quickly taking control of governance and able to steer clear this country out of stormy political waters in 2007.  The immediate putting in place of policies and implementation programs and the passing of the 2008 National Budget clearly shows that the Government is very serious in getting down to work to normalize situation in order for the people of this country to have a stable socio-economic scenario as we move on into the future.

To you colleague, Parliamentarians your attendance of this Seventh Meeting has made it possible for us to look at issues of national interest on the floor of this Parliament.  At this juncture, I wish to congratulate my two colleague Members of Parliament for East Malaita, and Aoke/Langa Langa for your successful election to this office and the confidence that your people have in you in representing them in Parliament.  

Mr Speaker, at this juncture, I would like to thank all Members of Parliament for the good appreciative words given to me in my presiding over the sittings of Parliament.  Thank you very much for what you have said.  I will continue to work together with you in future meetings to come whenever I have the opportunity to preside over meetings of Parliament.

Mr Speaker, I will now go on to a few observations and to share my thoughts and views as a national leader on issues raised in Parliament or issues happening in this country.  I will touch on six main points.  

The first point is on the 2008 National Budget passed in Parliament.  I think it is a very important paper.  In actual fact it is the work plan of the government for 2008.  It is the work plan of Solomon Islands.  It works in line with the CNURA Government’s policies.  

I would just like to highlight and raise a few outstanding matters of the budget.  There are five matters which are of much interest to me. The first is that of the Education Ministry, in particular the quick attention of the Government to rehabilitate schools affected by the tsunami in the Western and Choiseul Provinces.  There is a good attention by the government enabling children in those two provinces get back to schools in the right and proper environment.  

The second most important thing I am very much encouraged by with the Ministry of Education is funding to get the USP fourth Campus established.  This is very important as it has been on the pipeline for quite sometime.  I am sure the government will now push this forward so that we see something happening this year.  

The second Ministry I find interesting is the Ministry of Infrastructure.  I very much support the 100/100 road policy whereby the Ministry wants to try and build as many dirt roads as possible in the country or maintaining them.  I think it is good to put a target like this so that provinces can look at you and see how they can help you get these projects done.  You are targeting road development, something that was never done before.
The third Ministry is Fisheries.  I am very much interested in the pump boat fishing project mentioned by the Minister because it will encourage communities to fish to support fish processing in this country.  This can bring about one form of livelihood for our people to be involved in catching of tuna for processing in factories onshore.  This is very interesting.

 Lastly, the Ministry of Finance and Home Affairs in providing funds and guidelines to provide shelter for those affected by the tsunami in the Western and Choiseul Provinces.  

Mr Speaker, there is only one sector, in my view, that still needs great attention in the future.  May be the coming supplementary budget should address this or the 2009 Budget.   First, there is the need to strengthen the development of cooperative societies in this country so that people in the rural areas can become more involve in business activities.  Although some people may say that cooperative societies are not functioning in this country, it only needs the government and us to put in the right policies and regulations to get them going. 

Cooperative societies very much reflect the kind of way we live in Solomon Islands.  This is a communal society. Tribes own land together and such a form of business entity would tend to control or lessen the chance of land dispute because they want to put up some project.  I know that the capitalistic society, which is individual business, sometimes see cooperatives as threatening their interest of private ownership of business, Mr Speaker.  

I think we should look into this very carefully so that we encourage more funding for the development of cooperatives societies in this country, may be in the next Budget. 

The other area I think that needs great attention is the development and support of credit unions in this country.  Credit unions are the only financial institutions that are well supported, in my view, to help people in the villages to save money and to invest for their livelihood Mr Speaker.  

People find it very hard to come and get money from the banks but credit unions own those kind of financial institutions right in the villages, and these two the cooperative societies and credit unions if they are developed properly in this country, I think we should be able to see a rural advancement of that format.  And maybe the Ministry of Rural Development and Indigenous Business Affairs should take on board this need in our next budget or maybe in the next program Mr Speaker, Sir. 

Secondly, I would like to touch on the importance of political stability Mr Speaker.  Even with good policies the budget we had passed we look forward to work, and if there is no political stability all these will lead us to hard work and further progress.  We have to have stability in politics.  Politicians able us to enhance what we passed in this parliament or to enable us to implement laws to get projects, economic development whatever we want Mr Speaker.  And the only way to do this is that we should not sit down now that things have settled, we should forget about this important issue Mr Speaker.  

Sometimes when I looked through some of the laws and regulations of this country – the constitution, some of these laws and regulations we have they tend to encourage politic instability Mr Speaker, and these are the laws that are not useful these days, we should take them out and put in the laws that would encourage political stability.  For example Mr Speaker, the election of the Prime Minister on the floor of this Parliament, that is one area where it carries a lot of political instability in our country.  I mention this because if we look at the constitution in that way and if it encourages instability then that part of the law should be amended or should be taken out and put in place a new system to promote stability in this country.  

I know that the Federal Constitution maybe addressing this, but I want to raise this point to show to us Mr Speaker, that there are certain laws that are still in place that do not encourage stability and unity in this country and this must be addressed.  Because when we come to elect the Prime Minister every term Mr Speaker, this is a time when we do a lot of lobbying and sometime non politicians become grossly involved in whom they want to form the government for their own interest, thus driving Members of Parliament to become entangle in political activities to the form of corruption and bribery Mr Speaker.  And thus we ended up with a government that should not be there or someone else or we are not independently choosing that particular Prime Minister Mr Speaker, Sir.  And we cannot avoid that because the constitution says that we must elect the Prime Minister, but in the end it did carry a lot of problems instability in this nation Mr Speaker.  There must be something done on that matter.  

Thirdly, the Parliament Entitlement Regulations – there are certain clauses that encourages instability in this country.  For example, I will quote one part of it that in my submission to the Parliament Entitlement Commission, I raise the point of providing accommodation and vehicles to certain Members of Parliament, the Ministers and those who are not Ministers or maybe those responsible not entitle will not be entitled to that.  

While the intention is to reflect the status of Members of Parliament, the practicality of it Mr Speaker, encourages political instability.  So when I submitted to the Parliamentary Entitlement Commission I recommended and raised the point that all Members of Parliament should be entitled for accommodation and vehicles for those good reasons.  To justify that submission, Mr Speaker, I would like to quote what I have said or written to the Commission.  I said, ‘that (housing and vehicles) benefits have been important contributing factors causing political instability in the country in the last 29 years.  Housing benefits has been used for lobbying by both the government and the Opposition to cause crossing of the floor by Parliament Members.  I was suggesting that by giving equal benefits on housing to all Members of Parliament to stamp out one cause of political instability in Solomon Islands’

Now these are certain regulations I want to raise that they do not encourage stability instead they encourage political instability, and it is very important that the Constitutional Review Committee in this Parliament must look at those sections that do not encourage political instability, and bring about certain changes so that we encourage the political stability in this country Mr Speaker.  

So maybe a solution is on the horizon Mr Speaker, and that is if we put in place the integrity bill as soon as possible, I am sure that will start to take care of some of these issues I am raising, whereby we will like to see more of our attention that political parties take control in electing of the Prime Minister, not individual members of Parliament and people who are not politicians Mr Speaker.  

So secondly, the Parliamentary Entitlement Commission should also look and review clauses in this regulation, so that we stamp out clauses that make disparities between members thus causing Members of Parliament to become unstable in their role as National Leaders for this country Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, now I will move on to the Constitutional Reform.  My colleague from South New Georgia/Rendova/Tetepari has given reservations on the state government system.  I will like to talk from the opposite point of view Mr Speaker.  

I think the CENURA is doing the right thing by continuing with the constitutional reform process.  The desire for state government system by the people of Solomon Islands cannot be denied.  It has been there for the last 29 years.  Therefore, the progress towards that one we allow the progress that the government puts in place and the right organization is now working with the Ministry etc., to continue with that and we should not steal it or become obstacle to stop that process continue with the timeframe put by the government.  

However, my view is that the progress towards this new constitutional reform for a federal system of government for Solomon Islands will be some years’ ahead, maybe three, four, or five years ahead.  And the actual transition to state government for their provinces will be about ten years transition period.  So the point I want to raise here is that whilst those who are working on the federal constitution are doing their work, I think Parliamentarians especially the government should do something now within that space of time in getting the provinces ready, so they can decide on this issue Mr Speaker.  

And for this reason Mr Speaker, I want to suggest that maybe a decentralization program should now be in place this year onwards.  So the provincial leaders should start familiarizing themselves with the notion of having more powers, and it should be a capacity building for leaders and people in the provinces to decentralization.  There are certain ministries that their functions still need to be strengthened in the provinces, so the province will feel more confident in handling the affairs in the provinces, and I want to raise these ministries Mr Speaker. 

First the Agriculture, Forestry, Commerce, Infrastructure and Fisheries, these are developmental oriented ministries Mr Speaker, for which are not felt very strongly in the provinces, only Education and Health social services are felt very strongly there.  

And if we want to get the provinces familiarize with what it is like to run your own affairs when we start to attain state government system, it is time to send the development ministries be felt more strongly in the provinces Mr Speaker.  To do that it means that we create divisions in the provinces, strengthening them so that the provincial governments will see the actual functions of these ministries through divisions in the provinces.

Also the capacity building must follow with this.  All provinces need legal advisors Mr Speaker.  The Minister of Provincial Government will know that some provinces do not have Legal Advisors.  Every province must have legal advisors because they are dealing with laws both national and provincial and their ordinances etc.  Without legal advisors in the provinces they are handicapped in that field Mr Speaker.  

We also need the right capable public servants to go there who are experienced and knowledgeable about the management and running of various ministerial activities.  We need to send good Provincial Secretaries, Provincial Treasurers, Senior Officers to various divisions mentioned.  Most importantly Works Officers – we need qualified and experienced officers to go down to the provinces so that they can help the provincial government to carry out their programs.  We have just passed the budget giving the provinces more money, but if they do not have the right manpower to help them implement their programs then all this money will be used otherwise politicians do not know themselves. 

We must not forget to continue give trainings to the direct employees of the provinces, because the provinces employ their own workers and they are called direct employees and those ones that we send down from Ministries are the seconded officers.  I think direct employees need some kind of workshops and trainings regularly so they can familiarize with their work right down at the provincial level Mr Speaker.  

With that Mr Speaker, I want to also mention that through this constitutional reform on that basis that we want to decentralize more programs for the provinces, it is equally important that the constitutional review committee need to look at the constitution highlight certain sections that we need to change.  We do not have to wait for the new federal constitution Mr Speaker, they can suggest to this parliament certain clauses to change in the constitution so that we can move forward.  Otherwise we will be waiting for this particular federal constitution and we are hindering the progress that the provinces want to go through in the political stability that I have just mentioned Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, another area that needs to be looked into very seriously through this constitutional reform and the last point I want to raise on that matter is that the Electoral Boundary Commission should start looking at reviewing the constituency boundaries Mr Speaker.  

The population of Solomon Islands is growing, and probably next year we should have another census.  There are certain constituencies that are having more population.  I know the population of the constituency of the Deputy Prime Minister almost that of the people of my province yet one Member of Parliament, so I think these are things we must start looking into in preparation for 2010 Mr Speaker.  

And most importantly we always argue about how women can enter into parliament Mr Speaker.  Women can only enter into Parliament if Members of Parliament allow them through some regulations.  This is why I want to raise that when the constituency boundary commission or the electoral boundary commission meets to look at reviewing the boundaries of the constituency, it is good to suggest to put in two more seats maybe general seats for Honiara to start of with or two open seats for Honiara so that Members of Parliament from Honiara will elect five and they are the ones for the constituencies, but there should be two open seats and these two seats should be elected for women.  Women should stand on these constituencies Mr Speaker.  

In that way we can guarantee that women will get into parliament and then that does not stop them to stand for election in other constituencies, if they can get in, then that is good too Mr Speaker.  And this is the only way to do that, our society is quite difficult to bring in women into Parliament through open election in the 50 constituencies.  

But if we really want to get women participate fully in the affairs of this country, it is up to the Members of Parliament to allow the constitution to give two seats for the women but they will be elected in Honiara for practical reasons Mr Speaker.  

Fourthly, Mr Speaker, I would like to move on to something maybe not much very important but as I look at things going on in this country like going to Taiwan on two occasions, one in 2003 under your delegation, and the recent one was last year in October that bipartisan delegation under the leadership of the then Deputy Prime Minister now the Minister for Justice.  When I went there Mr Speaker, I was thinking to myself what was this trip for.  Is it site seeing or just to come here to please Taiwan, so that Solomon Islands will remain its diplomatic relation with Taiwan?  

But when I look at the trip Mr Speaker, I ask myself one question, how could Taiwan an Island democratic nation just like Solomon Islands within 59 years was able to turn an Island nation of Taiwan from an agriculture best economy to become one of the world economic powers in a High-Tec manufacturer?  This is the question I was asking when I returned from Taiwan.  I said to myself we should look and learn from what the Taiwan had experienced, whilst we enjoy the support and assistance given by the Republic of China, we should also learn from the experienced how they able to develop their country, how they able to modernize Taiwan, how can we modernize Solomon Islands that should be the question?  

I want to raise what I had worked out Mr Speaker.  I think this is what the people of Taiwan and the Government of Taiwan did in the last 59 years that is from my own point of view Mr Speaker.  

What they did Mr Speaker, to modernize Taiwan from an agriculture best economy to that of an economic power, they have one goal and that goal is to modernize Taiwan and to protect Taiwan to remain as a democratic society.  These are the two most important goals, because only in that way when we have that goal, then all the policies, all the budgets, all the plans we have should target for that goal.  

At the moment Mr Speaker, I do not know what is the goal for Solomon Islands?  Each government that comes in has its own goal.  The present government has the goal to Rural Advancement.  The last government has the goal to Bottom-up Approach, but what is the goal for Solomon Islands as a nation?  Do we want to modernize it?  Do we want to keep it as it is?  That is the question we must ask Mr Speaker.  If we find the goal we want to reach for Solomon Islands, then the other governments that will come in after every 4 years or two years should aim to work on that goal.  And this is the way to make Solomon Islands become more vibrant and progressing Mr Speaker.  

I studied what happened in Taiwan Mr Speaker, and there were five corner stones that probably the people and the government of Taiwan were focusing on, in order to help them to bring Taiwan to a modern progressive democratic nation Mr Speaker.  

First, they concentrated on Education Mr Speaker, because they know that if you transfer skills from developed countries like United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and if you can get skills from there and transfer to your own people and bring it down to Taiwan or bring it down to Solomon Islands, you can transform Solomon Islands.  That is what they did in the last 59 years.  They concentrated on Education, and no wonder why the government of Republic of China focus a lot of support for Solomon Islands in education.  And now we are going to get free education, they agreed to help us on that because they know by educating our people, we are not educating them for the sake of education but we educate them to bring skills, technologies to our country, and that is the most important thing Mr Speaker.  And when people know what to do then they should be able to help this country with our projects, planning, laws, whatever we want Mr Speaker.  

The second most important area I notice that they concentrated on to change Taiwan to become a modern society Mr Speaker, is on Agriculture.  What they did in agriculture to what I found out on my conversation with people we met, they concentrated on agriculture to provide food for their population and that is the most important thing.  They provide food, more rice grown, more vegetables grown, more pigs farming, more poultry farming were made.  In other words, if you have a population that is hungry you cannot develop that country and you cannot progress.  We must have enough food for the people of the nation.  And now we are having problem with high price of rice and our people will not be able to have that staple food.

In the rural areas when we have disasters, flooding, lot of water, rain, earthquake, gardens destroyed, people do not have food.  So we must turn to agriculture and emphasise on that more, and emphasise on agriculture not so much to try and introduce new crops, non eatable crops, we should introduce and concentrate on developing eatable crops Mr Speaker.  It is a blessing that we have Guadalcanal plains to grow rice so that we can feed Solomon Islands.  Can we do that?  Concentrate more on supporting farmers to make their potatoes, yams, vegetables, and staple food that are not rot easily.  These are things we should have done to support the farmers so that we can have enough food to feed this nation and then we will have a healthy, a nation that is not hungry we can go on to start developing roads, airfields, build schools, hospitals, etc.

Sometimes in the villages and in the communities when you asked them to come and build schools, but people are still busy trying to find food to eat for the next day.  This is one important thing I notice so probably this should be the inexperience that we should look at Mr Speaker. 

The third corner stone I noticed from the Taiwan experienced on my trip there Mr Speaker, they also concentrated on infrastructure development, building of roads, bridges, airfields, etc.  Why?  Because that will force the transportation, communication in turn will encourage trade to quickly grow. 

Our problem in Solomon Islands is our scattered Islands nation which is quite difficult to trade as fast as we would like.  Even in the Province you do not have roads and you cannot sell goods throughout coastal areas.  So, this is a big problem that we are facing but I am happy that the government is now taking on board a national transport plan.  But the point is that infrastructure is very important to get the economy of the country moving Mr Speaker.  

And the forth area I want to raise here Mr Speaker, from my experienced of Taiwan is the manpower planning in training of their people.  I found out that in the earlier times when the Government of Republic of China then, they sent more of their people for overseas training, not for the sake of education, but for specialise purposes of training, doctors, civil engineers, pilots, lawyers, you name them, for purposes of training them and come back to Taiwan for development and that is manpower planing.  

Most of the times I noticed that our various government’s policies they do not address manpower planning.  We only talk about project development but not manpower, and we should also look into this.  

Lastly, my fifth point Mr Speaker, the importance of having a stable political government.  We are aware that when the comminuting governing of Taiwan, they ruled that Island Nation for about 40 years or so.  Stability is strong, one government remained in place thus able to implement policies, implement programs.  It has the confidence of other nations throughout the world to deal with that particular government because they know them very well. 

This is the importance of stability or having a government continue remaining to finish one term of office.  But for us it is difficult because of what I raised earlier, there are certain laws and regulations that opens up political instability, which we must address Mr Speaker.  

Sir, so what can we learn from Taiwan experience I have just mentioned.  I think from now on we should look at sending students overseas for specific training.  We should plan first how many engineers we would like to have, how many pilots we would like to have, how many doctors we would like to have etc., how many surveyors people expert in those areas we would like to have, how many business managers we would like to have, bankers as well and then we send them to reputable institutions overseas so that one day they would come back and transform our society.

At the moment education just for the sake of education is what we are doing now, sending students overseas and later on they decide what to do, it costs a lot of money and we are not directing this country to a particular direction Mr Speaker.  

That is why it is very important that we must quickly get the USP fourth campus, so that students who go for general studies to get diplomas and degrees should remain in the country and do their studies here.  Those that we want to send overseas for specialized skills and professional trainings so that they will come back and help us.  And I am happy that we have 25 trainees to go to Cuba to train and become doctors, this is the way we should go, targeting our manpower for the country Mr Speaker.  

Secondly, we should start grow rice, grow local foods to feed our population Mr Speaker.  When the economy is strong and if we have enough money and be able to fund our own programs Mr Speaker, I would like to encourage us to look at the idea of getting funding assistance from financial institutions through loans Mr Speaker, so that we can slowly cut down aid dependency.  

Right now maybe the economy is not strong, yes, we need aid money but when the economy is strong we should start cutting down aid money and start loaning money from various reputable banks throughout the world maybe Asian Development Bank, IMF or World Bank to fund special projects that government take ownership of, you control it and you make sure that project is complete.  

We have done it before Mr Speaker, but we tend to forget it.  I have seen it during the time of the Late Mamaloni, we borrowed money from the Kuwait fund that is how the four main lane road in Honiara was built Mr Speaker.  And no body will question that, because you loan it, you take control of it, you build the road, you complete it, and nobody will interfere with that project and this is what I want, Sir.  And if we want more infrastructures, more roads, airfields, sea ports etc., then that is the way to look for, but that depends on the economic of this country or depends on what is the strength of growth by the government of the day then you do it Mr Speaker.  I still need roads in Choiseul too Mr Speaker.  We still need money to build the Choiseul Township but where we will get the money from.  We are still waiting for donors to give us the money but if we have strong economy, we can loan money to do those projects then we will have no problem to worry about when the money will come Mr Speaker.  

And fifthly Mr Speaker, before I resume my seat I just want to say that my North West Choiseul constituency has our goal for 2008 and 2009, and our priority now is for road development Mr Speaker.  I already handed over the road network report to the Minister of Infrastructure Development in North West Choiseul and on that basis my constituency will like to see that the Choiseul Bay region of the constituency, the government would like you to take special attention to it, so that we try to see if we can build roads in order to feed the new Choiseul Bay Township development Mr Speaker.  

There is also a need for another ship for Choiseul Province Mr Speaker.  And my constituency is working on that and I already submitted a submission to the government that we would like your assistance to help us to get another ship to help the North West Choiseul producers cooperative federation to operate and run copra and cargoes to Honiara etc., Mr Speaker. 

I think Fisheries center should be run in North West Choiseul too Mr Speaker, particular in Northern region and I will see the Minister of Fisheries if they can help us Mr Speaker. 

And lastly, the growth centers that we talked about, I will rather call them substations so that we have everything in the government and the economic development.  We need one in my constituency.   And also for that matter those are the five main issues that I would be following up in the coming two years or so Mr Speaker. 

And lastly, because the provincial headquarter is within my constituency I will say something so that the government will pay attention to the Choiseul Provincial government there Mr Speaker.  

I think there are six things which I want to raise here.  That the development of Choiseul Bay township as we have already said, it is an ongoing program which the government must set up a Coordinating Unit so that they can go ahead and pushed that project onward Mr Speaker.  

The government wharf at Taro which was built in 1992 Mr Speaker, is now totally destroyed by waves and also the earthquake last year Mr Speaker.  All ships that go to Taro have to float and unload goods on dinghies to the shore, something must be done on that so that it will help the medical, education activities of the province there Mr Speaker.  

While I support the idea to tar-seal airfields one at a time, I would like the government to take note of the airfield at Taro I think it is the shortest airfield in the country and when it rains it is slippery.  At one time one aeroplane skidded luckily the Pilot knew how to control the plane, it almost went into the swamp and luckily there was no accident that was about three or four years ago.  So small airfields like that must be prioritized in tar-sealing them so that it will be safe for the planes.

Fourthly Mr Speaker, we have only one Provincial Secondary school in the province.  With the population going up to about 25,000 or maybe 30,000, I think the Ministry of Education should talk with the Provincial Government on the idea of building another one or turning one of the Community High Schools probably Sasamunga is in the right position to become a Provincial Secondary school, and that should be taken on aboard, so we can have two Provincial Secondary schools Mr Speaker. 

Sir, lastly, there was a survey carried out way back in early 1990’s Mr Speaker, on a waterfall next to the Choiseul Bay Township, called Sui River.  The Japanese government already completed that survey and it is feasible that can be turned into a 14m hydropower project.  The government should negotiate with the Provincial Government to get the power ready to feed the new township when they build that township.  

And lastly Mr Speaker, a big island like Choiseul next to the boarder, we need one more Police Station there.  The one at Taro is insufficient as being on an island it cannot be expanded to, there should be with due respect to my colleague the Leader of Opposition one Police Station down in the East should be there.  The Minister of Police must look into that very carefully, talk with the Provincial Government whether they are interested or not Mr Speaker.  

So in conclusion Mr Speaker, I just want to say this briefly that the seventh meeting is a success and also full of surprises.  It is the meeting that we have a new Deputy Speaker, a new Prime Minister and a new Deputy Clerk managing this highest level of political meeting Mr Speaker.  Sometimes I sit down wondering what will happen next Mr Speaker, sir, yet we managed to complete this meeting today, and we had passed the 2008 National Budget paving the way for all of us to work hard, especially when we take custodian of funds for our constituencies to go and help our people.  And before resuming my seat I will like to thank you Honourable Speaker, in taking charge of the meeting successfully upon your return from Australia.  Personally, it is a relief for me as it gives me more time to learn from your experience and statesmanship.


To the people of my constituency, I thank you all for whatever support you give upon hearing that I am taking the responsibility of a Deputy Speaker, I do it on your behalf.


I can assure you all that I will still find time to visit you this month so that to carry out constituency work programmes and a normal task of carrying out the disaster rehabilitation programme in the western part of the constituency.


Finally to the Deputy Clerk, parliamentary staff and other officers, supportive staff, I think you have done a remarkable duty for the seventh meeting to conclude well today.


With these few remarks, may God bless Solomon Islands, I support the motion.

Mr Speaker:  Honorable House, before I let another one to talk, I would like to remind honorable Members that however much we tried to give opportunity to everybody to speak, the way we have been going may not be possible.  Secondly, I understand that there is a recreational event at 5 o’clock, so we must arise at 4.30pm and thirdly, the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister wishes to wind up as of 4 o’clock.  I think if the honourable House does not mind, should we allow the honourable Member for South Choiseul to be the next speaker, and then will allow the Deputy Prime Minister to wind up.

Mr BOSETO:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to make some brief contribution to this traditional motion of sine.


First Mr Speaker, I thank the Prime Minister for moving this motion as usual for the Prime Minister to do towards the end of every meeting of the National Parliament.  Thank you Honourable Prime Minister.


Mr Speaker, I just want to make my brief contribution to this motion with certain points and my reflections.


First point, Mr Speaker, the main philosophy or the main ideology that shaped the outcome of the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008 is obviously namely, to advance one global village – this is the ideology of the budget.  May I repeat, the ideology of the budget to advance one global village, because without ideology you cannot have a policy therefore, that will be my thought of identifying the ideology of this budget.


Mr Speaker, the relevant paragraphs that states this philosophy of CNURA Government is as follows:  When you look at page nine under National Security and Foreign Relations of His Excellency, the Governor-General’s Speech from the Throne, I would like to quote that paragraph.  It says:  “As we all know, no one is an island therefore our foreign policy is an extension of the domestic policy.  Our foreign policy covers bilateral relations and membership to various regional and international bodies which is essential for Solomon Islands progress and prosperity”. 

Again Mr Speaker, from the same speech of His Excellency, the Governor-General, page 47 under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and External Trade, it reads and I quote:  “In the light of the globalization of the other related issues, with the realization of global village, the Coalition for National Unity and Rural Advancement will conduct this foreign relations in a mature programmatic manner, guided by the philosophy of ‘friend to all and enemy to none’.  The government will ensure that Solomon Islands derive real benefits from functional co-operations.  We are also committed to be instrumental in deriving benefits from our multilateral and bilateral cooperations with other countries and organizations.” 

Mr Speaker, this philosophy for continuing to derive benefits from the functional co-operation of our multilateral and bilateral co-operation with other countries and organizations, in my humble view, will not make our nation to become mature and overcome our sickness of dependency on donor driven projects under so called “non-appropriated funds” which are not included but outside of the Solomon Islands government’s consolidated fund.


Mr Speaker, this is where CNURA Government’s philosophy of rural advancement and the former Grand Coalition for Change Government’s bottom up approach are not compatible.


Mr Speaker, let me briefly explain some of the areas of their differences and why they are not compatible.

Firstly, CNURA Government’s philosophy is top down advancement from the centralised political economy.  The former Grand Coalition for Change Government’s philosophy is bottom up for broader participation of the rural majority for the advancement of the people centred development because development is people.

Secondly, the CNURA Government’s philosophy is to maintain, strengthen and promote centralised institutional and professional capacity building in the name of the national unity without sensitivity to the diversity.  But the focal target of the former Grand Coalition for Change is to decentralize the institutional local capacity building at the state and constituency level and beyond to give recognition and security under law, the landlords of this country.

Thirdly, that CNURA Government’s philosophy or ideology delays for another 2 or 3 years or more years the establishment of federal system of government as we have heard from the Honourable Prime Minister’s statement.  But the Grand Coalition for Change Government’s philosophy in its timeframe was that by October 2008 this year, we would establish the federal system of government so that its bottom up approaches’ roots are no longer mere transplanted model of the colonizers, but a real planted model which is owned by all people in both our rural and urban areas, in order that our democracy is truly become the government of the people by the people and for the people.

Mr Speaker, the forth area of differences I think between CNURA and the former Grand Coalition for Change Government is in the area of our common concern of narrowing the gap between the minority rich and the majority material poor.  CNURA seems to fastly provide services to rural areas from top down the target for its priority.  But for the former Grand Coalition for Change Government is while these essential services must be addressed and provided the priority target is to empower people to own their government from their own natural resources in land and seas, so that the majority number of them become self-supporting, self-reliance, self-employment for the sake of our national government’s maturity and sovereignty to progressively get out of the donor aids’ driven cultures for perpetuating our nation’s dependency on their handouts but into the cultures of inter-dependence, inter-respect, inter-trust, inter-empowering relationship and partnership within our one global-family house of sharing and caring for one another’s sustained human community living as one global family of our multi cultures and multi racial co-existence in peace with sustained justice.

Mr Speaker, after giving the above areas of our differences, let us affirm together that Solomon Islands is not materially poor country!  We have plenty of gold, nickels, corbolts, bauxites, coppers, perhaps diamonds, lands, fresh waters and fresh fish, and our loving, kind hospitable, simple, plain and wise people.

Mr Speaker, I believe that our ideology which must influence the formulation of our government’s policy must remain the ideology of communalism.  It is not communalism nor capitalism.   Our theology Mr Speaker, must be a theology of simplicity, weakness, hospitality and sacrificially sharing of life – for we are from the people, with people and for the people. 

Mr Speaker, I believe that we belong to the age of wisdom.  Our present age of mass information technology of domination, exploitation, monopoly, superiority and confusions by many hopes, many truths and many ways will soon be over or soon disappear when we are all earnestly seekers of one truth, one hope, one way and one life within the one global house of one family of the one triune community of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Mr Speaker.

 For our Heavenly Father through His only Son says:  “Would any of you who are fathers give your son a snake when he asks for fish?  Or would you give him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?  Bad as you are, you know how to give good things to your children.  How much more then, will the Father in Heave give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”

 Mr Speaker, God our Father who gives us the best when we ask Him will give us the best.

I believe, Mr Speaker, our global and transnational insurance companies are no longer able to cope with insuring human and natural disasters.

 Therefore , Mr Speaker,  while we have been talking a  lot about this only $1.44 billion dollars, let us not deceive ourselves that we can  do all things that we essentially need with these amount alone.  Let us therefore, continue to encourage and go, second and third miles or kilometres by trying our best to identify ourselves with our people’s struggles and hardships in order to lift them up and make them feel supported and loved as they have been experiencing from the days and years of our ancestors’ sustained community living which is based on the philosophy of communalism.

Mr Speaker, before I conclude my brief contribution, let me say this: -

i) Both the philosophy of CNURA’s rural advancement government and the former Grand Coalition for Change philosophy of bottom up approach must be transparent and accountable to each other within the one global house of sharing life not just mere sharing of money and material supplies.

ii) Within this one global house of sharing life, there must be enough daily bread and good standard housing and every one with basic necessities must be met.

Mr Speaker, what I have said earlier in this current meeting of the Parliament remains true.  That is; this one global house of sharing life is enough for every one’s need but not enough for every one’s greed.  It can sustain everyone’s daily bread as Jesus our Lord has taught us, but is not enough for everyone’s over consuming, over harvesting and over wasting.

Lastly Mr Speaker, let me take this opportunity to thank you, for your wise leadership and capable management for open the administration and operation of our National Parliament, especially during our current sitting. 

I also thank the Deputy Speaker, which I have already mentioned earlier and I refer to them again, the Clerk, her assistances and all supporting teams of workers who are very loyal and continue to provide services during this 7th meeting of the National Parliament.

Mr Speaker, I also thank the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the Independent, Cabinet Ministers and all of you colleague members of the Parliament.  It is only we have one  heart,  one spirit and one  mind that we will be able to stand together by faith works through love to  move  mountains  of challenges and problems.

 Mr Speaker, I also want to thank my people  of South  Choiseul Constituency, the community leaders, church leaders, chiefs, elders, women, youth, children and men’s organizations, teachers, nurses, drivers of OBM canoes, repairers of teacher and nurses houses, pastors, ministers houses, classrooms, arranging perhaps a new site of lands for new schools or its extensions, I thank you.  These are the living pillars of our local government and the bottom up approach.

My special thanks goes to all the families who have been struggling for more than a year now without much help during this second phase of rehabilitation since April the 2nd lat year of the tsunami devastated attack in your areas.  Thank you for your patience.  May I assure you that with this $1.36 million dollars allocated to South Choiseul Constituency by the Solomon Islands Government we will shortly begin to address first, the completely destroyed houses and second the houses that have been damaged.

We need your co-operations with feeling, and with the spirit of our community of caring and sharing and faithfully supporting each other.

Mr speaker, may I also call on all non-governmental organizations who want to help us in  our phase 2 of South Choiseul Constituency to come and work with our tsunami disaster relief and rehabilitation  committee which was established immediately after the tsunami struck our own area under Lauru People’s Association with Choiseul Province recognition, and this particular committee will continue to work with the National Disaster Management Office and the Government’s newly established National Coordination Unit in order to take integrated approach.  Our committee will continue to play a role of facilitating and coordinating with our people affected by tsunami on the ground.

Therefore, Mr Speaker, any of our international and national none state organizations or our diplomats’ funding agencies which are ready to cooperate with our tsunami rehabilitation committee in Honiara and Choiseul Province and every Turituri Kaji or Elders Meeting in every village affected by earthquake and tsunami in South Choiseul Constituency, simply ask you to contact the President of the Lauru People’s Association or the Secretary of the Association or you may contact me as the Member for South Choiseul Constituency; so that we can together immediately respond in action to the second phase  of the rehabilitating of the stricken devastated villages in South Choiseul.

Lastly but not the least Mr Speaker, I believe that threats of global warming, climate change, as we have already experienced their symptoms in the frequencies of cyclones, flooding, earthquakes, tsunamis, high rising seas and so on are remind us all the inhabitants of this global village, the planet earth what Saint Paul said more than two thousand years ago (which only two days in God’s calendar). He says:  “For we know that up to the present time, all of creation groans with pain of child birth, but it is not just for creation alone which groans; we who have the spirit as the first of god’s gifts also groan within ourselves as we wait for God to make us His children and set our whole being free.”

Mr Speaker, while we are all concerned about the future of our global village which is our global household of life, we are assured again by Saint Paul that God in His Spirit, living in us cannot be  isolated or remote from the groaning creation but to be groaned within it with pain and responsibility as we continue to love and care for its people and environment until the new birth of the new creation, new people and new order because our whole being and the whole universe have been eternally insured by the  blood  of the Lamb of God.

Mr Speaker, with those few remarks I beg to support the motion of sine die.

Mr OTI:  Thank you Mr Speaker and Deputy Prime Minister for the opportunity to briefly contribute to this motion.  As I said, Mr Speaker, I will be brief recognizing the time limit that is available for us before we formally conclude.


Mr Speaker, at the outset, let me also thank you, your staff, the Deputy Speaker, for ably presiding over the sitting of Parliament while you were on sick leave.  


At this juncture, Mr Speaker, let me congratulate the two newly elected MPs for Aoke/Langa Langa and East Malaita respectively.  Congratulations and welcome to Parliament.  I am sure and hope that you will enjoy the remainder of the term of the current session of Parliament.  


Mr Speaker, there are few things I’d like to make my intervention to focus on.  First and foremost on the Policy Statement as delivered by His Excellency, the Governor General during the current meeting of this Parliament.  

And secondly, on the following on from the Speech I understand as the matter of procedure, the Budget Speech by the Minister of Finance for the 2008 Appropriate Bill 2008, which was a follow up of the government’s policy statements and intentions in  the Speech by His Excellency the Governor General.  I’d like to thank His Excellency, for that excellent Speech.  Of course, a lot has been said, the length, the substance and so on and so forth but sir, as we know, as a new government that comes into power, the intentions for the country are made known through that arrangement. 


Mr Speaker, unfortunately, I was not able to be with Parliament for the first two weeks of this meeting because of other commitments in the Constituency that I was able to make it in the last week to be able to participate in the Committee of Supply of the Appropriation 2008.  


Mr Speaker, a lot has been said about the intentions of the government and how it will deliver through the budget since the budget has been passed we are now expected to wait and see but as the saying goes, Mr Speaker, what is good in the cake, the taste of the cake is what is to be found in the eating so the passage of the Bill per sei or the Budget per sei has not given us of course, it is only a guide for the government to deliver.  Actual implementation and delivery of the Budget will add credibility so don’t talk about credibility yet.  It is incredible for you to talk about credibility at this stage of the budget.  When you deliver it then of course, we can assess whether or not it’s credible, whether it reached the intentions to which the objectives are identified in this statement by the Ministry of Finance and through the Ministers responsible in this respective Ministry.  And so I shall wait and I will give a test at the literacy paper to the budget towards the end of the year when we start to or in the process of completing implementation or using the budget for the policy focus, policy areas that the government has mentioned.


Mr Speaker, there is only one reference I’d like to refer Parliament to in relation to the policy statement delivered by His Excellency, the Governor General and how it was reflected in the budget to try to reconcile where exactly this policy could be found in the delivery of the budget.  This is in particular referring to page 4 of the Policy Statement and I quote: “Government believes that with equitable and sustainable development can only be achieved through strategically focused rural advancement policy which ensures economic growth in our country especially in rural areas.  It believes in fostering a greater sense of national unity and identity among Solomon Islanders”. End of quote at the point in time. 

  I’d like to question this.  When I look at the budget in relation to one question I raised in Parliament, the question about Vanikoro, to me the answers do not point to this particular statement of policy.  It does not.  In fact, it goes begging, Mr Speaker.  That is for Rural Advancement.  That is reaching out for the rural populace.  

Of course, Mr Speaker, I was using at that point in time when I raised the question the issue of air safety but to capture as the matter of policy, within the context of the government statement; as has been alluded to on the floor of Parliament, some Ministers need to be serious about the answers that they are delivering to Parliament.  

Remember, the questions that are raised are not questions from us Members. Those are questions raised by the public.  This is their Parliament. They expect their government, their government.  This government is not for the 50 people inside the Parliament.  This government belongs to the 500,000 people in Solomon Islands so they expect to hear responsible answers from the Ministers.  I think it is even worse now when the Meeting of Parliament is televised. The public is listening, the public is looking, is watching and it is very insensitive for you to tell me that question I raised in this Parliament is a lousy question.  And this is in reference to the question the point made by the Minister for Environment that the MP for Nende raised a lousy question.  Are you telling me, Mr Speaker, that the people of Vanikoro raised a lousy question? Are you not the government of Solomon Islands? Are you telling the people of Vanikoro cannot raise any question in relation to this particular project? That is very serious, Mr Speaker.  

Of course, Mr Speaker, it’s a privilege and our privileges we can say anything that we want to hear.  Of Course, Mr Speaker, we must subject to who we present, who are the questions that are being asked for.  I raise that particular question because I have been in the Province for the last two months and that question was raised I specifically arrived here and raised the question and that was the answer you gave me that I raised a lousy question. 

The question for sure does not belong to me.  I will be reporting back that the government said that I am raising a lousy question.  Your government and this is the government of the people of Vanikoro.  Any government of Solomon Islands is the government of the people.  It is not the government of the Member for Central Kwara’ae, or the government of the Member of Parliament for Temotu Nende.  It is the Government of Solomon Islands and so we must be very, very careful on how we address these issues.  


Mr Speaker, a lot has been said in terms of the number is on this side.  It may be not in politics but in other senses that you do not have the quality but you go for the number. You make up within the numbers but you do not have the quality.  As I said, may be not in politics.  I use that equation but it does not matter.  We are a responsible Opposition.  And perhaps you have another two years for us to give you time, Mr Speaker.  Your policies are new, and the implementation as I said, is the taste of the cake is when you eat it. And when we come through the process and progress through the year then we will start to test the government on the questions as to the areas to which it aims or it has stated that it will deliver.  You have to wait and if you cannot answer properly one single question in the first meeting tell me how you are going to handle 100 questions in the next meeting?  And be serious Mr Speaker.  So don’t pre-empt what is yet to come, Mr Speaker.  It will come, but please, be responsible in the delivery of the answers.  Questions are raised on behalf of the people of this country who we represent.  In fact that is what we all should be doing.  We have to go to our Constituencies to hear them raise questions and bring their questions to be asked in Parliament on their behalf.  So take note and I hope this will be taken seriously by the government.  


Mr Speaker, I continue to maintain my question regarding Vanikoro.  I do not buy the question of the demand by the supplier because I also understand that under the Financial Instructions on which the tenders are given out.  There is scope for variations, 10% by the accounting officer, beyond 10% of the quote, you have to go back to the Central Tender Board and this is not quality.  It was not awarded by MP for Central Guadalcanal. 

Financial instructions are administered by the Permanent Government of Solomon Islands.  And that is the Public Service.  We are political government we come and go.  The permanent government remains.  They implement them under the rules and so on.  So let us not politicize all these.  It is the system that remains.  I always maintain that our problem has always been compliance and enforcing the rules, not taking new ones.  

On that note, I am still not satisfied and I hope the Deputy Prime Minister having been assured by the Prime Minister that they will continue to look at it.  It is very serious and as the MP for VATTU alluded in his statement, the policy on the location of airports particularly, in relation to Vanikoro does not belong to the present CNURA government.  It was a GCCG government policy because of the need, strategic need of this country for an entry point east and entry point west.  This is an international requirement.  It is not a politically motivated policy.  It’s a strategic policy based on boundaries in Solomon Islands.  So that was where Vanikoro came in.  It was not a political so that MP for Central Guadalcanal is responsible for awarding of tender.  There is no politics in here.  It is strategically located.  

However, you look at it under response by the Minister responsible for Aviation as I said; all the reasons for location of airport as he gave it, all of them fail the mark of international civil organization requirements for the location of airports.  I hope the Deputy Prime Minister and the Prime Minister who is not here will seriously reconsider the question of Vanikoro in this instance.  

Mr Speaker, I am talking to a number of people and I am trying to encourage them to engage with the government on this particular issue.  They have not taken the response very well, Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, as we progress through this Parliament, we note from the various policy papers from the previous governments in the last thirty years statements by the MP for Simbo Ranongga and Minister for Commerce the history of Parliament that you and the MP himself are the remnants of the pre-independence and post-independence Parliament in Solomon Islands.  

Mr Speaker for those of us who come somewhere towards the last 3rd of that period we have also witnessed how this Parliament of Solomon Islands continue to progress especially as we continue to take on the younger Members of Parliament.  I think you realize the extent to which there is a difference between the attitude, the presentation and the outlook of the Members of Parliament in the 1980’s compared to the current Eight Parliament that we are in.

Mr Speaker, and as has also been alluded to in the last thirty years, by the end of this term will be thirty two years.  After thirty years since the first Parliament, only one period, we have a government in power for the entire four year period.  That was four out of thirty-two years.  For 28 years Parliament was busy changing leadership, 28 of the 32 years, t he Parliament of Solomon Islands was busy changing the boss.  That is very serious, that is a constitutional requirement.  So as has been said, you amend the Constitution and remove that option because it is redundant, it does not help but both motions ….so how can we improve, how can we sustain?  Because it is the stickability and commitment of the policy that is important.  Any government that comes says, my policy, and even now the documents here said, for the next two years so what we have in Solomon Islands is government plans.  What is the plan for the country?  It has not time limit we have to change that.  It a Plan for Solomon Islands for development, where is the plan?  All we have is government plans that is why they are time frame, four years, two years, are set here.  If we continue to do that this stick ability and commitment will never get anywhere, we are just going around in circles.  No wonder, sir, the floor of this House is circular.  I think we should change it and make it face to face.  We have been going around in circles for the last 32 years, and that is why we are not going anywhere.  We need to do something about it.  I am saying that because this is very serious.  We are making political statements and political commitments when the election is just two years away, and another government will come in.  Is the CNURA Government going to continue to after?  No, we do not know.  History has proven that nobody has.   If history has proven it, what makes you think that you will win?  We too, the Minister for Environment, when we were in the GCCG said we will go for four years.  That is what we said but we did not.  What was it we did wrong in the past that we think we can correct it?   It is hard. 
 We have to re-look at the whole equation of the life of Parliament.  There are many ways that have been suggested so let us explore them.  May be that will attract the support of establishing a special select committee under Standing Order 73.  Let us look at it.  That is what we really need to look at.  The constitutional reform, the federal system, the new constitution is only one way but we need to look at the specific issue of planning for this country.  Maybe there should be wider consultation so that the plan belongs to the people of this country so that governments come in, they implement it, they finish and the next government continues with it when the last government leaves.  That is how it should go.

I think we should do that, Mr Speaker.  I think it is time to re-look at this.  Thirty two years is too much.  Every country that has come behind us in independence has already overtaken us.  If you go to the shops do you see anything manufactured in Solomon Islands?  Where do you will see in the shelves anything made in Solomon Islands?  There is only one, and that is the Solomon Taiyo.  
We started first in 1970 on the downstream processing of tuna and PNG started later.  But how many factories does PNG have now?  We have only one.  It has always been Soltai.  Every day in and out has always been Soltai since 1970.  That is what we need to do.  
You go to the shelves, you go to the villages, how many things made in Solomon Islands can you see.   Only one.  What about things made in PNG?   Things made in PNG are flooding this place.  What about things made in Fiji?   Things made in Fiji are flooding this place too.   Where do these things come out from?  Why is this?  This is because of the kind of strategic planning these countries have.   That is what we need to have so that we are focused.   We have always been politicking but allow the process to go ahead without interference from politics.  

The policy statements here are only for two years.  I am very sorry because if they are for 10 years then I am going to support CNURA.  If the policies are for 10 years, 20 years, 25 years then it makes it all the more reasons why people would like to come into Parliament.  For now, as some Honorable Members are saying they are trying to get out but it is very difficult to get out because it is very easy to come in.    

Sir, after being in Parliament for the last 10 years and at the end of it will be 12 years, I would look back and say what have I achieved as a parliamentarian.  I have nothing to be proud of really and so it means that I want to assist in the process of changing the whole landscape so that others continue where I have not delivered.

 I think that should be our responsibility as Members of Parliament.  I hope the new ones can come in and assist in this process - the new brains, one doctorate, how many masters, how many former Prime Ministers on the other side.  Man, you have all the brains and so use it, not for politicking, not for lying to the public, but use it properly.  All the PhDs and Masters are for what. There are two former Prime Ministers and there is only one who holds the post one full term of Parliament.  I think that is credibility.  
Mr Speaker, I have taken more than what I envisaged for this presentation but I think I have made the point and I think we need to take it seriously the issue of going around in circles in 32 years.  Going around in circles in 32 years is too much.  Come on let us break the cycle and we go in straight line, and not going around in circles.  We will know how much we have gone.  The last 10 years in particular.  Next time the use of the phrase ‘because of the ethnic tension’ has to go out of the vocabulary of Parliament.  We cannot continually use that phrase.  And people use that phrase too to come to Solomon Islands to assist us.  No, Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, the incidence of new diseases because of change in temperature is very serious.   In agriculture the increase salinity in atolls is causing food shortage and so we have before us a very, very serious problem that we must address.  This is what I have been saying that it is not only the program of this government but any governments will have to do it.  It has to be a national program with no time limit.  It is not tied to any particular government, but it is tied to the people of this nation.

With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I thank you and I support the motion.
Hon FONO:   Thank you Mr Speaker, for allowing me to wind up the motion of sine die that was moved by the Honourable Prime Minister on Tuesday.  Before actually going through the remarks, Mr Speaker, let me start off by making some comments or observations.

Mr Speaker, I would like to thank on behalf of my constituency the Deputy Speaker on his successful election to the post.  He has proven very much his quality in presiding over meetings in your absence.  I would like to thank him and congratulate him for elevating to that post.  
Also on behalf of my constituency, I would like to thank the recent two elected Members for Aoke/Langa Langa and East Malaita Constituencies.  I hope they will contribute to Parliament now that they are Members of Parliament, working together especially when I share borders with these two on development aspects of our constituencies
Mr Speaker, at the outset, much have been said about observations at this particular meeting, which is now coming to its end.  I endorse sentiments raised by both sides of the House.

One thing we should not forget is that the current CNURA Government is only three months in office and so you cannot expect us to do much over the past three months.  Do not criticize us over our policies because we have yet to implement them.  Give us time to implement the policies. 

I agree with the sentiments raised by the Member for Temotu/Nende that it should be during the mid year or the end of year budget that you should scrutinize and raise points if we do not deliver, because by that time it would be almost one year.  As I have said, Mr Speaker, we will make sure we pass next year’s budget at the end of this year so that we do not repeat the same mistake or same problem that the GCC Government did last time.  For the last two years budget meeting was debated towards the end of the year for following years so we will try and improve on that.

Another observation, Mr Speaker, is that all of us have limitations and all of us have weaknesses.  However, we should trust and believe each other that together we can make a change.  We should not act as if we know everything.  We should not think that it is only us who should be in government to make changes.  That is what has comes out from some of the debates, especially my good friend and tambu, the Member for Rendova/Tetepare.  We should admit that others are better than us.  We should not say we are better than others and that only we should be running the government.  No, Mr Speaker.  We should allow collective decisions so that we will try to govern the affairs of our nation and our mistakes and our weakness will be pointed out.

That is why I agree with the statement made by the current Leader of the Opposition last time when the vote of no confidence was put on him and he said ‘this office does not belong to my father’.  That statement shows that he is willing to give up the leadership role.  But when he still did not accept his defeat made me to question that statement.  Why do we want to attach ourselves to government offices?  That is a public office and it does not belong to you and me and so when time comes for change we must humbly allow others to take the leadership role.   

Another area of observation, and which I would like to call on the Parliamentary Strengthening Project to look at is civic education of our people on the role of parliamentarians.   It is now very demanding on Members of Parliament pressurized by constituents to give free handouts.  
Sir, under the rural advancement program of the CNURA, we are trying to make a new direction whereby projects will be projectised for constituencies.  Cash is not going to be given to us Members of Parliament and so constituents must not come to us asking for money.  We want to improve your livelihood by improving services in the rural areas and so projectised projects is the trend the government is now taking. 

We believe with the implementation of projectised projects this year, next year donors will be putting money into it because of the fact that it would no longer be abused, would no longer be misused and Members of Parliament will only identify through their rural communities the priority sectors that funding will target towards.  Mr Speaker, this is to move out from the dependency trend we are now currently experiencing.

What I am raising is well known to colleague MPs.  They know exactly what I am talking about because the demand is shown even at our houses where people come to us nearly every day.  Some colleagues were saying that they have not woken up yet but people were already at their homes asking for sea fares to go home.  We must try to move away from that tendency or that area of dependency where sometimes the RCDF funds are given out as free handouts.  RCDFs are just given out for sea fares and so forth to our people and not for rural development.  And so at the end of our term people criticize us for not doing anything in our constituencies.  That has been the trend and that is why this government under the Rural Advancement Policy, under Rural Livelihood is trying to make Members of Parliament at arms length in their involvement of holding money to implement projects.  We will try and do that and if we have problems we will look into this policy again.  But that is the way forward under this rural advancement policy.

Mr Speaker, as we come to the end of this debate, it is a privilege to conclude our discussions, and I wish to take this opportunity to respond to some of the comments Honourable Members in this House have made.  However, I wish first of all to thank all Members of Parliament for the contribution to this motion of sine die.  It has been a very useful debate both on the issues we have covered during this session as well as other issues of national interest.


Mr Speaker, this session of Parliament has certainly been a success.  We were able to deliberate and adopt the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008, our main business for the session.  We have had lively and fruitful debates on the budget as well as on other issues that were before us, including the 2008 Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008.  There were also statements on the environment and climate change moved by the Minister for Environment and the status of the constitutional reform project and the Report on the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands on lands dealing on Kukum land in Honiara moved by the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.

Mr Speaker, I wish to thank all Ministers and backbenchers of the CNURA Government for their support, cooperation and contribution to the 2008 budget.  I also appreciate the support that the other side of the House, in particular the Leader of Opposition, has given to the 2008 budget, and acknowledge their constructive criticisms.



Mr Speaker, I have been greatly honored by the majority in Parliament and I pledge myself to honour the commitments we have made to our people.

Mr Speaker:  Point of order, Deputy Prime Minister.  I do not intend to interrupt although we are now at 4.30.  I will use the proviso at paragraph 2 to allow the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister to continue since he is the last person to speak.

Hon Fono:  Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Leader of the Opposition and the other side of the house for also giving their constructive criticisms which allowed us to take note and consider changes when there is a need that arise.



Mr Speaker, that commitment is to manage the affairs of government or our nation in the best interests of our people – all our people!  And we will do that with responsibility, transparency, accountability, by applying basic principles of good governance.


The events towards the end of last year Mr Speaker, are behind us and we should approach the rest of this year knowing we have much to do.


We have used up a lot of time on issues that do not bring significant benefits to the majority of our people.


Mr Speaker, having now concluded this budget session or meeting, we now get down to hard work in providing services for our people.


We are a group of people elected to form specific tasks:

· As LEGISLATORS, our role is to ensure the laws of the land are good and just laws.

· If some of them are dated by events and technology, we must change and improve them, or even discard some aspects of them.

· If new situations arise that need legislation, we must enact new legislations.

· Laws are meant to ensure equity, safety and security.  They are enforceable guidelines so that rights of individuals, corporate entities and groups of people are protected and upheld.

When legislators do their job properly, the other very important arm of the government, that is the Judiciary, can operate and dispense justice for everyone – in the way we expect – and in accordance with democratic expectations of the rule of law.


We are also expected to debate, discuss and approve policies to ensure that the executive government, Cabinet responds properly and adequately to the needs of the citizens and residents of our country.


Mr Speaker, listening to the debate on the motion of sine die and of course earlier on the debate on the 2008 budget, all Members of Parliament agree on the need to improve the livelihoods of our people in the rural areas – that is the need for:- clean water supply and better sanitation; access to better education services; income generation opportunities; the  need for secure shelter; and improved transportation services and access to markets.  These are the basic needs and services that we are mandated to deliver to our people. Mr Speaker, we must do our best to meet these needs and services.  Mr Speaker, this is the biggest budget in our history of our independence but it does not mean that we will be able to do everything.  No, sir! The reality is that there is never enough money.  However, let us start with whatever we have to serve our people.


Mr Speaker, creating a peaceful and prosperous society is the vision and mission of the CNURA Government.  We need to learn from the past to understand the present and in turn chart a better future – for a new road map as some of us have been advocating – a future that is full of hope and promise. This is why Mr Speaker, reconciliation and rehabilitation is the number one priority of the CNURA Government.  We do not and cannot afford to return to or repeat the ethnic crises of the late 1990s and early 2000s.  I have outlined in my statement on Tuesday how the Government intends to pursue the reconciliation and rehabilitation process including the rehabilitation of our ex-combatants. It is not an easy task but we are prepared to address it.


Furthermore, Mr Speaker, in order for us to have sustainable peace, we need to educate and instill in our people in particular our youth and children, a culture of peace and tolerance, and respect for our diverse cultures and traditions.  This is vital for long term peace and harmony in our country.  Mr Speaker, I also wish to remind us that peace and development are two sides of the same coin.  They are interdependent.   The lack of development including unemployment can create social problems in a society, threatening the peaceful coexistence of the society.  In other words, Mr Speaker, where there is no peace, there is no development and vice versa.


And also Mr Speaker, the request for regional intervention – RAMSI.  RAMSI came in to restore law and order and to revive our economy following the aftermaths of the ethnic crises.  So they did Mr Speaker, restoring law and order and giving us another opportunity to rebuild our beloved country.  We all know what was happening prior to RAMSI’s arrival.  Essentially, Mr Speaker the state security institutions that are mandated to maintain law and order and provide security for our citizens, were unable to perform this very essential function.  I need not repeat the other difficulties and problems we faced during that time, as it is common knowledge. 


However, Mr Speaker, one of the main implications was that our sovereignty was undermined by own citizens.  Thus, there was an erosion of our sovereignty during that period Mr Speaker.  Mr Speaker, for what is sovereignty if the state and government are unable to provide security, and other essential services for its citizens?


Mr Speaker, RAMSI came in, at our invitation, to help us rebuild our sovereignty.  That is why the CNURA Government called on RAMSI to ensure that it realigns its activities to support the policies and priorities of the sovereign Government of Solomon Islands rather than just criticizing them in the public media and all that.  When we are in power and we have the power we have to make those changes, and that is what CNURA Government is doing now with the new framework that is  now currently under discussions with the forum island countries or governments Mr Speaker.


Mr Speaker, at this juncture, I wish to comment on the observations the Leader of Opposition made in reference to a number of issues including sovereignty.  Mr Speaker, his comments that Australia is trampling on the sovereignty of Solomon Islands demonstrates a certain lack of discernment and understanding of real politics.


Mr Speaker, the concept of sovereignty is increasingly being abused, misused and overused, given the pressures of globalization and trade liberalization, the media revolution,   and lately the debate on humanitarian intervention.  Despite, these pressures or challenges, sovereignty, as I have said in my statement on Tuesday remains a fundamental basis of state to state or government to government relations (international relations and diplomacy). 


Mr Speaker, for Solomon Islands, sovereignty is a well understood concept that basically tells us – today – that we, acting as one people/society/community, express ourselves via the people we elect in the democratic process.  Sovereignty is expressed as all our people acting as one and in our own national interest – as the majority defines it.


Mr Speaker, the CNURA Government’s approach and dealings with our neighbours in particular Australia, reflects the will of the majority of our people and takes into account the national interest of our country, which is good neighbourly relations based on mutual respect and understanding.  That is why we are keen to deal and work with Australia and other development partners through dialogue and consultation.


Mr Speaker, lest we forget, Australia through its AusAID support helped us to pay  off our loan areas over the recent years and are now continuing to provide budgetary support up to $80 million on an annual basis to the health sector.


Mr Speaker, the Leader of Opposition, started off well as Prime Minister, but got distracted.  His interest in sovereignty became entangled with his interest in certain people and their agendas.


Mr Speaker, my good friend the Leader of the Opposition has on few occasions asserted on the floor of this house and in the media that the deportation of the former Attorney General was contrary to law or the government breaking our own laws.  No Mr Speaker!  I understanding standing order 36 (2) would not allow me to make references to the court case which might prejudice the case.  However, I wish to remind us however, that my good friend the Leader of the Opposition has all the rights to visit our courts to inspect and appraise himself with court proceedings in the magistrate court, the high court and the court of appeal on the former Attorney General’s case.  Such inspection sir, will show that the interest of the former Attorney General are in good hands of the courts of this land.  As such this Parliament or the media must not be used as another court forum.


Mr Speaker, the Honourable Leader may have misunderstood the law when he said that the former Attorney General was supped to be given seven days before being deported.  Sir, the legal advice rendered by the Honourable Attorney General is that the seven days is a period given by law for anyone served with deportation order to apply to the high court for a review of the deportation order.


Mr Speaker, I am also advised that anyone deported can still exercise that right from outside the jurisdiction, practically this is possible by using lawyers practicing in the country, and indeed Mr Speaker, the former Attorney General was using the Pacific Lawyers even when he was still in the country.


Mr Speaker, the current Learned Attorney General instructed Pacific Lawyers to make an application in the high court on 22nd December 2007.  In that the application the former Attorney General sort to restrain the government from deporting him on the grounds that he was granted an asylum, and hence deserve protection under section 18 of the constitution.


Mr Speaker, that argument was rejected by the high court.  And the former Attorney General’s lawyers then applied to a single judge of the court of appeal.  The single judge also rejected that application.  I am informed that his lawyers have taken up the matter to the full bench of the court of appeal Mr Speaker.


Mr Speaker, I am also informed that in spite of the dismissal of the application by the high court and the single judge of the court of appeal, the former Attorney General’s lawyers went down to single magistrate on 25th December 2007 and obtained a restraining order.  Sir, that restraining order is now subject to review by the high court.


Mr Speaker, the granting of asylum to anyone at all is a significant subject which must be examined thoroughly by this Parliament at an appropriate time in the future.


Mr Speaker, the majority has spoken and Solomon Islands wants good relations with Australia based on mutual interest, genuine partnership, and regional cooperation.


It is unfortunate, Mr Speaker, that the Leader of Opposition is so incensed by the closeness of our relations with Australia.  We probably have had many more Solomon Islanders living, working or studying in Australia than we have in any Asian State.  And we have had good relations with them for many, many years.  Recent history tells us we have even contributed to who Australia is today – a multi-cultural country.  In earlier times, Mr Speaker, many of our forbearers might have even originated from Australia.  We should be proud of our good relations with Australia and neighbours and our new found trust that they have in us to do the right thing for our people and our region.


Furthermore, Mr Speaker, the Leader of Opposition’s comments regarding reconciliation, restitution and compensation are not new and certainly have been better expressed.  Mr Speaker, the question I want to raise here is, why didn’t he address these when he was the leader of the last government or the last administration?  He waited until the new government came in before he raised them again in Parliament.

Mr Sogavare:  Point of order.  Mr Chairman, if he wants me to explain that I can do it.  We have a plan to address those issues comprehensively.  It was not treated out of comprehensive issues.  Sorry Mr Speaker, thank you.

Hon Fono:  Thank you Mr Speaker, that is exactly the question that a lot of people are raising.  Two years was enough to address those problems or even put it in the policy statement that the government is addressing it.


Mr Speaker, I do not know who he was talking to but he certainly did not have to persuade our Members of Parliament about reconciliation, restitution and compensation.


However, again he has come to the conclusion that there is a conspiracy in Australia and that their handling of the Royal Solomon Islands Police was actually meant to ensure that they have control over Solomon Islands or what some critics have advocated as mere colonism of the Solomon Islands as a nation.  There has indeed been some bungling – one of which led to his appointment as Prime Minister!  But we have all learned from those events.  And so we have to move on.



But Mr Speaker, it is amazing that an MP who has been in Parliament and in high positions for so long should have suddenly find out something about the Police and the difficulties they have had.  Why didn’t he help when he was Permanent Secretary in Finance in 1995 and Finance Minister in 1997-1998?  Has he just seen the light Mr Speaker, may I ask?


Mr Speaker, it is true that Solomon Islands remain one of the least developed countries in the world.  As a least developed country, Mr Speaker, there are certain socio-economic indicators or targets that we need to achieve before we can be graduated to a developing country status.  I do not think we have achieved these targets yet Mr Speaker, otherwise a Committee under the UN Economic and Social Council would have already recommended us for graduation.  

Mr Speaker, it is also important to note that as an LDC (least developing country) we enjoy certain privileges including in terms of funding for our participation in meetings of various international bodies, as well as market access for our products under the WTO and other international trading regimes.  These privileges will be removed as soon as we become a non-least developed country.  The question, Mr Speaker, is whether we are ready for graduation from a least developed country to a developing country or not.


Mr Speaker, having covered some issues that are contested by our friendly and loyal opposition, I now wish to outline some initiatives that I hope as a government, we can work on in the coming year.


Mr Speaker, we all agree that we need to diversify our economic base.  Not long ago, we heard our economy was doing well.   In the past few months, the outlook has changed and our respected Governor of the Central Bank is giving us timely warnings of hard times ahead.                  


Our economy has been in trouble for some time and we need the support of upstanding and wise people to guide and support government, the resource owners and the business community – the three pillars which hold up the economy.


Despite the hundreds of millions of dollars earned from the sale of logs between 1990 and 2007 – almost 17 years – we have had some trying times and hard times!   In 1996, our country was technically bankrupt.


Mr Speaker, we must never allow this to happen again.


When a reform-minded government came into power, it was brought down by a combination of circumstances that included the Asian Financial crisis, social tensions and the coup of June 2000.  The result of this was that many millions of revenue – held by government on behalf of all our people – was stolen or given away and our country is poorer now than it was in 1996.


Mr Speaker, we have had many millions of dollars slip through our fingers and the result is that we are now like a wounded nation being helped by our friends.  Who wounded us?  I guess we mainly did it ourselves.


Mr Speaker, considering our history and the many mistakes made over the years.  It is now time - in my considered judgment - to ensure that the management of our economy relies on sound advice from various sources, not just on political expediency.


I plan to take forward the establishment of an Economic Advisory council to which will be appointed the best minds or brains in our country.  This Council will be Advisory to Cabinet and will meet on quarterly basis.


Mr Speaker, the task of the Economic Advisory Council will be to review all the economic data and provide advice to government on issues, developing trends and current and ongoing research.  The Council will come within the responsibility of the Prime Minister’s Office.  Such will be its influence that it will have direct access to the Prime Minister’s resources and staff.


Mr Speaker, such will be its importance that its recommendations to the Prime Minister will be released fully to the pubic so that members of the public learn how to discuss economic issues and can discuss these sensibly among themselves.


 Mr Speaker, eventually this impact should be felt in election campaigns when candidates are called upon to discuss the economy and how it should be managed.  I hope to have arrangements in place to create the Council in time to contribute to the formulation of the 2009 budget.


Mr Speaker, our meeting must not end without recognition and appreciation of the important work being carried out by our donors and development partners.


RAMSI, as Honourable MPs will already know, RAMSI has a full programme of assistance mainly funded by Australia, which is proceeding.  In our agreed review of the RAMSI Partnership and Solomon Islands Government’s motive is essentially to guide and facilitate RAMSI specialists implement the approved policies of this government.


Mr Speaker, it is no secret that many of the earlier phases of certain projects went ahead without the benefit of local context and experience and certain problems were met that could have been avoided.  We can put that down to hasty mobilization.  We have all come a long way since and there is a new spirit of partnership on which we can proceed.  


Mr Speaker, as you also know, we have done away with the services of a Special Envoy and we are now reconsidering how we might engage in a better partnership arrangement.


Mr Speaker, an idea emerging is to seek agreement with the RAMSI contributing countries through the Forum Secretariat, for the appointment by Solomon Islands Government of a Joint Special Coordinator to work hand in hand with the current RAMSI Special Coordinator.


It is becoming clear, Mr Speaker, that we must have an experienced, respected and high level person of standing not only here in  Solomon Islands but in the region and internationally to represent our interests in the RAMSI decision-making process.  That person would be an employee of the Solomon Islands Government and be served by Solomon Islands Government personnel.  He will report directly to Cabinet via the Office of the Prime Minister.


Moreover, Mr Speaker, I have in my folder a list of the many projects being planned or implemented that are funded by donors and development partners.  This is a long list Mr Speaker, and I will not read them all out.  Some of them have already been mentioned by other Ministers in their contribution to the budget.


However, Mr Speaker, I must record our thanks to the AusAID, NZAID, the European Community, Japan, the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank the United Nations Agencies led by UNDP – which has recently upgraded its office here, and more specifically to the Republic of China Mr Speaker.  As we know it is their funding that reaches our rural areas through the RCDF.  Had it not been for that, some constituencies might not even have projects established.   That is why Mr Speaker, our government through the Office of the Prime Minister defended when the former Foreign Affairs Minister of Australia stated and accused Republic of China with cheque book diplomacy.  No, Mr Speaker!  Some of us that have used ROC funding properly have experienced that it reaches the rural people. So Mr Speaker, that should not be left for us not acknowledging it.


You know Mr Speaker, sometimes I tell the people in meetings that while Australia gives out dole money to their unemployment youth they are accusing us or accusing ROC for giving us to help our people.  No, Mr Speaker, no!  ROC funding used properly will help the people in the rural areas and I can account for that Mr Speaker.  So it is not corruption, it is not corrupt money; it is not cheque book diplomacy.  No, Mr Speaker.  All of us in this house know exactly that it is their money that reaches our people.  Had it not and if we depend on the national budget without direct allocations I will feel sorry for other remote areas because there will be no services reaching them.  That has been the experience.  That is why with this new trend Mr Speaker, allocations are given to constituencies so that it reaches down to the people.

Mr Speaker, the variety of projects and programmes funded by them cover a wide range of development, reconstruction and service delivery mechanisms and support.

· From the machinery of governance to micro-projects

· From grassroots assistance to Provincial Government Strengthening

· From Technical and Vocational  Education to Roads Improvement

· From Agriculture to Forestry and Fisheries


These projects and programmes all have terminal dates Mr Speaker, and the whole of government needs to support and facilitate these activities because these address particular needs that we ourselves cannot meet at this time.



There are of course contested opinions about what we need and were we should get help from, but one thing is certain, Solomon Islands is a friend to all and enemy to none.


Mr Speaker, I hope the new Minister of Lands can help resurrect the very useful Solomon Islands Sustainable Land Administration Project (SISLAP), which seems to have been derailed last year.  Land administration must be done properly and we will see to it that we have well trained staff, appropriate equipment, technical advisors and resources to sustain the system that was implemented.  This is a capacity building project and that capacity must be sustained.


Mr Speaker, a very important programme that is aimed at helping the rural communities grow the economy just started several weeks ago.   This is the Rural Development Programme funded by the World Bank, the European Union and AusAID.


Mr Speaker, this is a brave new initiative that works from the demand driven at village and community level.  It will help people and communities who can help themselves.  I look forward to hearing progress reports on this programme.


Mr Speaker, this year we will be celebrating our 30th independence anniversary.  As I have stated earlier, this is an occasion for us to take stock of what we h ad achieved and what we had not achieved – a time to reflect on how far we have come and where we are going.


Mr Speaker, we certainly need to redouble our efforts to provide a better future for our children and the future generations.  We must all work together to ensure that our people enjoy peace, progress and prosperity.

Finally, Mr Speaker, may I once again thank all Members of Parliament for their contribution and participation in this session of Parliament.  I also wish on our behalf to thank you, the Deputy Speaker of Parliament, the Deputy Clerk and the rest of the hardworking staff of this Chambers for so ably facilitating our meetings.


Mr Speaker, the CNURA Government as I have said on a number of occasions, is committed to serve our people.  We will work closely with all stakeholders in the country, including our development partners, provincial governments, churches, civil societies and other stakeholders as we strive to make a difference in the lives of our people and our rural communities.


With these remarks, Mr Speaker, I thank you and I beg to move.

(applause)

SPEAKER’S CLOSING REMARKS OF 7TH MEETING

Speaker:   Honourable Members the question is that at the adjournment of Parliament on Friday 11th which is  today, April 2008, the present meeting shall be concluded and Parliament shall then stand adjourn sine die.

The house adjourned

Hon Fono:  Honourable Speaker, I move that Parliament do now adjourn.

Speaker:   Before I ask for the formal adjournment from the chair, Honourable Members, we have now reached the end of the 7th Meeting of this Parliament and the first for this year.  This has indeed been an important meeting in many respects.  In this meeting, Parliament had a special ceremony to mark our common desire for peace and reconciliation and was addressed by the representative of the Head of State.  Parliament also elected a new Deputy Speaker and welcomed to new Members of the House.  This meeting also saw the passage of the budget for this year and Act of one other act.  These are very significant events and achievements and I congratulate all members on a job well done.


Honourable Members of the House, I thank you very much for devoting your time and efforts in ensuring that this meeting went smoothly.  I also thank you for your patience during this long meeting.  I note with great pleasure that members participated in this meeting with passion and a very high degree of diligence and scrutiny thus ensuring that our Parliament continues to improve in undertaking its constitutional duties.


As you are aware, I was unable to preside over the first two weeks of this meeting due to medical reasons.  I am grateful, and I thank God, that nothing too serious was detected by my doctors and I thank you Honourable members for your kind words and prayers in this regard.


Although I was not present at the official commencement of this meeting, I wish to acknowledge the visit by His Excellency, the Governor-General and his address to the House.   I would also like to acknowledge the presence of His Lordship, the Chief Justice, in that ceremony.  I am very pleased that while we continue to respect and uphold separation of powers, the three arms of government can still, and indeed have come together on special occasions to acknowledge our common goals and to provide support to one another in the spirit of our Happy Isles.


I also acknowledge the attendance of constitutional office holders, public officers, members of the Consular Corp and the pubic during the opening of this meeting.  While on that, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to those who participated in the unity, peace reconciliation ceremony.  In particular, I thank the people of Guadalcanal for leading that ceremony.  That ceremony clearly marked our common desire to find and utilize an alternative, meaningful and peaceful means of reconciling whatever differences we might have whilst still appreciating the diversity that has always characterized our nation.


At this juncture, I would like to congratulate the Deputy Speaker on his election to office.  It is a rather complex position being a Member of Parliament and presiding officer at the same time and it goes without saying that his job comes with high expectations.  On that note, I wish to acknowledge the hard work of the Deputy Speaker in presiding over the first two weeks of this meeting, and two days of this week when I had to attend a workshop of the Solomon Islands National Aid Council as a member.  

It is not an easy task to control debates and run a meeting and the fact that you did precisely that from the day of your election is testamentary to your ability and willingness to serve this House and this nation, and an admirable sense of authority.


Moreover, I also wish to thank the Deputy Clerk for putting in the long hours to ensure that this meeting went according to procedures.  This has been your first meeting as Acting Clerk and you have indeed stood up to expectations.  I extend my gratitude to all parliamentary officers and staff who have been assisting the Deputy Clerk and the Deputy Speaker, and myself on my return, in one way or another, before and during the meeting up to this day.  Their dedication and tireless support is very much appreciated and is without doubt a major contribution to the success of this meeting.


At this point, I now wish  to congratulate the two new Members of this House,  the Member for Aoke/Langalanga and the Member for East Malaita, on their being elected to represent their respective peoples’ interests in Parliament.  Welcome, Honourable Members, to this House and to the exciting world of politics.  For each of you, this meeting marks the beginning of an exciting road full of surprises and expectations at every turn; both within and outside the House.  I encourage both Members to quickly come to terms with the responsibilities and functions of your new offices and to take every opportunity presented in this House to represent your respective constituencies effectively.


Finally, but certainly not the least, I would like to congratulate both the government and Parliament for the passage of the Appropriation Act Bill for this year, within the timeframe, and for the passage of another important bill on mining.  As we all know, prior to this meeting, this country had been operating on the authority of a resolution passed by this House last year and it is indeed a great relief to all of us that we now have an Appropriation Act in place for the rest of the year.  Further, quite apart from the budget, we have witnessed further development of this Parliament and its proceedings.  

In this meeting, we made formal amendments to bills during committee stage instead of relying on non-parliamentary methods such as corrigenda.  We also had our first ever recomittal of a bill.   Private Members also brought very important motions which stimulated robust debates that no doubt kept the citizens of this nation well informed, and at times, entertained.  These are clear signs that this House and its Members, despite past events that may have shed doubt on our capacity, have progressed far in terms of Parliament’s internal procedures and its capacity as a lawmaker.   I believe Honourable Members owe themselves a congratulatory pat on the back for their continuous endeavour to be the best parliamentarians in the South Pacific.


I do hope that we have learnt invaluable lessons from this meeting which we might take forward and apply to all future meetings.  As part of this learning curve, may I once again remind all Members of the training workshop that will be held here on the 16th and 17th of April (next week) on committees.  Please, attend this workshop so that this Parliament can continue to grow from strength to strength by virtue of its Members’ progress.



In conclusion, I must say that this year, 2008, has indeed started off on a good note and bodes well for Parliament.  Let us look forward to a productive and cooperative year.  Thank you, one and all.  

I now have the pleasure of adjourning Parliament, sine die.

Parliament is accordingly adjourned sine die
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