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The Speaker, Rt Sir Peter Kenilorea took the Chair at 9.50 a.m.

Prayers.
ATTENDANCE

At prayers all members were present with the exception of the Minister for Development Planning & Aid Coordination , Culture & Tourism, Foreign Affairs & External Trade, Commerce, Industries & Employment, National Unity, Reconciliation & Peace, Fisheries & Marine Resources, Police, National Security & Correctional Services, Finance & Treasury, Agriculture & Livestock Development, Infrastructure Development, Women, Youth & Children’s Affairs, Public Service, and the members for West New Georgia/Vona Vona, West Guadalcanal, East Honiara, Ngella, North West Choiseul, East Makira, Temotu Vatud, North Guadalcanal, Shortlands, North West Guadalcanal and Malaita Outer Islands.

MOTIONS

Motion of Sine 

(Debate on the motion of sine die continues)

Hon HUNIEHU:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for allowing me the floor of Parliament to just briefly participate in the motion which was moved by the Honourable Prime.


The object of my contribution this morning, Mr Speaker, is basically to touch on the issues that have been covered during this short Parliament Meeting because I believe some of the issues that were covered during this meeting are very fundamental to the overall development of our country.


First of all, during the course of this meeting, the first agenda discussed in this meeting was the speech from the throne which was delivered by the Governor General, the Queen’s representative, Mr Speaker.


Whatever people might say about this speech, some members of Parliament and some members in the public have criticized the speech as too lengthy.  I do not see it that way.  I think it is a message that was delivered in this speech was most important to me.


The Governor General, Mr Speaker, has tried at length to redefine the basic government policies unleashed by the present government in their strategies to provide administrative mechanism for the good governance of Solomon Islands.  And this is very important because as a new government, the Governor General has an obligation to inform the nation about these various policy issues so that the public at large including our development partners and investors do know squarely about the intentions of the government of the day.


And also Mr Speaker, the Governor General in his speech was sort of emphasizing three or four key issues that the present government has undertaken in the reconstruction of the economy and in the reconstruction of our nation.


The key issues I noted from the Speech from the Throne Mr Speaker, was rebuilding confidence, rebuilding trusts and developing a partnership that is based on mutual understanding, mutual respect and mutual benefit.  That was what I made out of this Speech.  
In the speech the Governor General highlighted all the Ministries’ roadmaps on what they are planning to do to achieve this fiscal year, is important message for the public to know.  In some of the ministries there are development projects that must be made known to the public so that they can start applying to access funds that are made available in these development projects. 


The Governor General’s speech, Mr Speaker, was also emphasizing on the need for a redirection of leadership, and leadership is a very fundamental issue here.  Leadership can either make a country prosperous or destroy it.  This is a fundamental issue I believe was raised by the Governor General and he would be the right person to raise this issue from the Speech from the Throne.  I appreciate that coming from the Governor General himself.


Mr Speaker, whatever we do in this country is reassurance to our people.  It is giving them hope to be visionary.  The inspiration for them to keep moving forward is more important to what people might say and what our critics might want to say.  
This nation must move forward, and the Governor General had made that absolutely clear in his Speech.  There is need for all of us the politicians, stakeholders, development partners and the people of Solomon Islands including churches to start working together as a united community to start building trusts and confidence and developing a partnership that is workable in the best interest of the people of Solomon Islands.


Mr Speaker, the second most important agenda of this current Meeting is the budget.  This Budget and the theme in the budget followed the statements that were unleashed by the Governor General.  It was merely a follow up except that it is a budget meeting and it was open for debate and criticism.  
As I said in my contribution to the Budget Mr Speaker, the Budget Speech re-emphasized again the need to rebuild trusts, confidence and develop a workable partnership between our development partners.  This is crucial because it is this trust, confidence and mistrust that we lost during the last administration led by none other than the present Leader of the Opposition.

(hear, hear)

That is the public views, which you can read in the newspapers, heard it on the radio and read it on the internet of people making comments about public policies is an indication of that. 


The Budget Speech, Mr Speaker, reemphasizes that very point loud and clear.  It reflected also in the budget speech the way that some development partners were starting to come forward and pledge more support to the development budget, although it was only $388million during that budget, I believed it was surpassed that $500million mark before the end of this year.  And these are the results of building trusts and confidence in the nation that was tormented by words, that was tormented by public policies, aimed at creating animosity, ill feelings amongst the people of Solomon Islands.  And it was also manifested and reflected in the floor of Parliament.  

The Budget Speech, Mr Speaker, and the Budget itself were very credible.  All of us have concurred that it was a credible budget, except my good friend the MP for Rendova/Tetepari who described it as an incredible budget.


In my little response I thought he was the incredible Minister of Finance, being only there for two weeks and then shifted to another Ministry.


Mr Speaker, I believe that in my judgment there was no evidence whatsoever that the budget was incredible.  It is a budget of the people.  It is a budget that will produce.  It is a budget that will deliver the goods and services.  Not necessarily to the full expectations of everyone in the country, every Member of Parliament, but at least it was attempted to address the key issues and priorities of the government.


The Budget emphasizes the need to invest for future growth in terms of policy issues and in terms of financial resources.  We have to invest for the future in our policy framework because policy is also important as financial and other resources.  You do not have the right policies Mr Speaker, how good you talk to the development partners they will not listen to you because your actions do not reflect what you say.


I want to say again, Mr Speaker, that we Solomon Islanders are good at writing good policies but doing the wrong things.  This government will do the right things.  It will live by its own good policies.  We have started already doing what we said we will do and I believe that we will continue.  I can speak for my Ministry Mr Speaker.  We will set up good policies and we will back it up with good actions.  And that is what leadership is all about.  Do what you write and not the opposite Mr Speaker.


The other issue Mr Speaker, that was brought to the attention of this Parliament was the report of the Public Accounts Committee, and the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee has left his seat at the moment, he is outside, the MP for Rendova/Tetepari, but I must congratulate him for a very fine report.  They have made sixteen recommendations in that report which deserves considerations by the government Mr Speaker.  These sixteen recommendations I believe will not fall into deaf ears.


But can I say this as a consolation?  I have never seen any negative reports and recommendations about my Ministry.  My Ministry was one of the only ones who had been accredited with all the capabilities in that report, and I thank the Chairman and the Committee for that because it was a clean Ministry, we tried to live with what we say.


The report Mr Speaker, highlighted the concerns about the State Owned Enterprises and the way the State Owned Enterprises can become a threat to our budget that we have just passed and Mr Speaker, I said this one or two times already, this is one of the realities that we must live with.  Our state owned enterprises the way we appoint the boards, the way the managements handle their duties Mr Speaker, is a great and shocking concern to budget delivery.  Any moment Mr Speaker, any of these state owned enterprises can come knocking at the Minister of Finance’s door to provide more allocations, which is not budgeted for and this is what I said we could be facing an over blown budget, if we are not careful the way we manage and handle the activities of the state owned enterprises.  


And I’m not saying this Mr Speaker, just for this government, it all happened previously, since our independence but it is time that we seriously look at the inadequacies of these state owned enterprises because they have become liabilities to national economic growth.


With the passage of the new Stated Owned Enterprises legislation, I hope Mr Speaker, this year and next year that management of this state owned enterprises must improve.  Otherwise the purpose for which these acts of Parliament were enacted did not achieve their outcome for which they are supposed to.  I appreciate the recommendations from the Public Accounts Committee highlighting the need that the SOE could be a budget risk for this year and the years ahead of us.


Also Mr Speaker, I would like to touch base on one of their recommendations about my good province – Auluta Palm Oil Project, Waisisi and also the Choiseul Palm Oil Project.  Now these projects are fundamental for the agricultural and rural sector growth of this country.  And I would like to see that the Auluta Project especially when huge amount of money has already been expended on administration and land issues is brought to some activities very soon.


I believe Mr Speaker, that the Waisisi Project should also be treated equally the same.  I believe that people in that area in the West Are Are Constituency will be more accommodative to this large scale development in their customary land, and if equal attentions are paid to this project, I believe positive results can be produced very soon and not later, and so as the Choiseul Palm Oil Project.


But Parliament equally needs to know more than it was revealed in the Public Accounts Committee Report how these funds allocated previously were expended Mr Speaker.  

The Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification was also one of those Ministries interviewed.  Any inadequacies that were raised and will be raised in future meetings and interviews Mr Speaker, we will be trying our very best to respond to achieve the desired goals of the Public Accounts Committee.


Mr Speaker, this is my brief comment on the report of the Public Accounts Committee, and I would once again like to thank the Committee for a work well done and a precise report on the public expenditure.


The other issue that was raised Mr Speaker, in this Parliament was a motion by the MP for South New Georgia/Rendova/Tetepari on the 2006 Land Allocation in Honiara in the Kukum area.


This motion had attracted a lot of active participation in the general debate, because land is a big issue in Honiara, and not only that, many of us had been trying to buy land in Honiara but it is almost impossible.  It appears to many of us that land in Honiara is for some people only.  That is one of the reasons why it had attracted a lot of debates and interests in this motion.  And this is good because we are exposing the views of many Solomon Islanders in this particular issue as well Mr Speaker, and it was good that it was brought into the floor of Parliament for this deliberation.


I concurred with some of the arguments in this debate that the problem is that the Ministries concerned are not acting on the recommendations made by committees involved in this report, and I believe that Parliament in playing its oversight role, should ensure that these reports when they are unleashed and are delivered to the appropriate ministries that they should monitor what actions had been taken to at least implement or address some of the concerns raised.  


And if I may cite some of the issues Mr Speaker, land allocations must be fair, and government must retrieve all undeveloped land for re-tendering.  In other words Mr Speaker, there are some Solomon Islanders who are allocated more than 200 or 300 plots of land in Honiara already when many Solomon Islanders have none although they have been trying to get land allocation for the last thirty years.  Now it is the fairness of the system, it is the fairness to society is the concern here, when a few Solomon Islanders can be allocated that big amount of land space in Honiara, while others are still waiting for their turn.  So I believe that it would be in the public interest to start retrieving some of these lands by reacquiring them and re-tendering them to the have not Mr Speaker.


Land allocation Mr Speaker, as many speakers on the motion said, could be quite scandalous and it develops into serious corruption cases.  Especially because of the weaker systems that are put in place within the Ministry.  When the queue is so long somebody is making use of the system to get to the first place by behaving in some unreasonable ways to achieve his goals.  Now these are the systems I believe Mr Speaker, we must try to avoid happening.  

I also believe Mr Speaker, on the same issue that we should give quota to Solomon Islanders who may wish to buy land.  If you have acquired two piece of land then that is enough.  Why would you want to buy the whole of Honiara?  I mean let us be sensible about it.  Fair distribution of land is important, and I do not think any Solomon Islanders should own more than one or two piece of land in Honiara.  If you own more than that then you are selfish.  Land in Honiara will not grow anymore.  Guadalcanal Province has already placed its peg mark.  They have already told us we can only build upward and not this way.  We cannot go into the sea, we cannot go to the bush on this side so we can only develop in here so that is why we must be fair on how we allocate our resources Mr Speaker.


Mr Speaker, another interesting issue which came during this course of Parliament is the by-election in East Malaita and Aoke/Langa Langa.  Whilst I was one of the first to congratulate my two new honourable members and colleagues from East Malaita and Aoke/Langa Langa, I want to raise these issues in general, so that the Minister concern can take note of.  In particular I wish to congratulate my colleague MP for East Malaita because that was the missing wise man from the East and now he came back, so we have now three wise men from the East already present in Parliament now Mr Speaker.


Now the point I wish to raise here is that we want to have elections not necessarily by-election on an equal playing field.  The Act provides Mr Speaker, that each member seeking to aspire to become a Member of Parliament can only spend $50,000.  That is what the Act says.  But at the moment it is very difficult to comply with that given the costs in running elections in Solomon Islands, and therefore some people can justify spending up to couple of million dollars to make their way into this Parliament.


Now I do not consider that as a level playing field and I am recommending that we make it more flexible for aspiring members of parliament who want to be members of parliament to campaign without these restrictions on the level of expenditure.


Mr Speaker, I must say with all honesty that in no time have I expended more than $30,000 in my electorate.  I do not see the need for it.  The power of the word is what I believe in.  Policy!  What you intend to do to develop your people; your constituency, is the message.  It is suppose to be the message of the day, the message of the week and the message of the year and the message for the four years.


I would like to seriously recommend that this act be seriously looked at so that it is fair to everyone.  You know the problem is that once you have broken the first rule when you came into Parliament, then you are bound to break all the rules because you have already overspent, and there is no honesty at all Mr Speaker.  An amendment will sort of address this issue in the future. 


Mr Speaker, my Ministry of Mines and Energy, and I wish to thank Parliament for approving my very short amendment yesterday.  As I have said in my speech and the respond to all your concerns Mr Speaker, I would like to make that sector as an economic vibrant sector in the foreseeable field.  This is where our hope and our future must lie, and we have to do the best to engage in activities that benefits all in a fair way by developing the mines resources in this country Mr Speaker.


There is a big potential for this industry to sustain the economy for the short, medium and the long term future and adequate attentions will be paid for us to lead this sector to where it suppose to be in the overall economic development of this country.


My Ministry Mr Speaker, is responsible for the three important components in life:  mines, minerals, energy and water.  Energy and water especially Mr Speaker.  Without energy there is no life, without water there is no life.  Mr Speaker, little do we realize the importance of these resources, so important that it can cause revolutions in many countries in the world when little or no attention has been paid to this sector.


In the renewable energy sector, Mr Speaker, I will be tabling my report on the International Renewable Energy Conference in Washington DC, which I attended on behalf of this country, and as I have made mentioned before, it was the  first time Mr Speaker, that we were able to convince George Bush himself to come forward and address all the Energy Ministers, about eight to nine hundred Energy Ministers and 2,000 officials at this international conference on the United States commitment towards renewable energy and global warming.  He did not say that in Johannesburg.   He upsets everybody who attended the Johannesburg Conference in year 2000 in South Africa.  But now during his dying moments in power, he was able to see the importance of these issues, which should have been globalised over the last many years without himself not realizing it.  And I am proud Mr Speaker, that I was able to attend that very meeting which he made the statement.  I have been attending other previous meetings, and with your permission Mr Speaker, I have been participating without this President, giving us assurances of USA’s commitments to renewable energy.  Now he gave it and pledged $2 billion for the cost of renewable energy and had appealed to every developed country in the world to build in funds for this international renewable energy fund for the developing countries.


And I have made a statement Mr Speaker, that we should be working to achieve a 20% reduction of our dependence on fossil fuel by year 2020.  I do not think this is too much but with the support and help from our partners I think we can achieve this.  By year 2000, we should not be entirely dependent on fossil fuel because we will never know what the price of fuel then will be.  Therefore the only way out is for us to depend more on all our renewable energy mediums such as solar, hydro power, geothermal, bio-fuel and you name it Mr Speaker.


 And I wish to say that it was interesting that I have learned geothermal, the cheapest form of source of energy.  One of the participating countries in this conference, which I met with him Mr Speaker, was someone from Iceland.  They are drawing more than 60% of their energy sources from geothermal because it is the cheapest type of renewable energy, and I believe one day they will achieve a 100% dependency on geothermal.  Now we have a lot of volcanoes here, Savo, Kavachi and in Ranogga.  I believe if there is investigation of studies carried out on the level of capacity, this geothermal potential we have could be producing us with the power we need apart from hydro power.


Interestingly, Mr Speaker, these people are willing to help us with any geothermal potential starter we have here.  And in my Ministry as well Mr Speaker, we are continuing the reform exercises with SIEA and SIWA, and I am asking the whole country, development partners to help in the reformation that will be undertaken with these two principle statutory organizations. 


In a way to commercialize their activities, in a way to ensure that we provide cheaper, affordable services and reliable services to our people Mr Speaker.  This is what we are trying to do in my Ministry.  So we have hard task ahead of us but I hope we will achieve this task given us the time.


Mr Speaker, I believe the CNURA Government leadership is about ‘change’.  It is about change because we changed from the Grand Coalition for Change who was leading us into more destructive path into the CNURA leadership which is more accommodative in the way they make their decisions to lead us more forward.


The CNURA Government Mr Speaker, is for positive change, not negative change as we all witnessed, experienced through the Grand Coalition for Change Government.  It is a change as I have said today, to rebuild our international image.  Our international image on the other hand during the GCC Government was destroyed to a point of zero Mr Speaker.


We are not doing service to this country when you tarnished your international image.  One politician once said and I used to remember this all the time.  “That Solomon Islands is not a country in the sky so that you can disassociate yourself with activities of other nations.” We are part of a global structure and therefore we must maintain our position in a credible way in the international scenario Mr Speaker.  



As I have said CNURA Government is about improvement of confidence and trust which was lost during the previous government.  Of course we have lost trust and credibility for some reasons Mr Speaker.  CNURA Government is about effective partnership which was not exercised during the last government.  


Mr Speaker, CNURA Government is all about reconciliation with people, with our development partners.  We have seen too much of confrontational during the last government and so we should not cry over split milk.  Now that we have come to a better half, let us continue with it.  I want to see this GCCG as something of the past and let us look forward into the future for more hope for the future Mr Speaker.


This is what leadership is all about.  If you have been criticized that your policy is not achieving and will not achieve the objective then you can change course.  The navigators have learned to do this, when their compass has detected something serious in front of them, they have their liberty to change course, and otherwise they will heading to the rock somewhere.


CNURA Government is offering a new visionary Mr Speaker, a new hope and a new inspiration for the people of Solomon Islands.  And I am not ashamed to say this on the floor of Parliament.  


Mr Speaker, a new visionary to lead the nation to prosperity.  The prosperity that we are all longing for to enter into the promise land, you need the new visionary.  I believe the CNURA Government through our leader has that visionary for this nation.  I believe the CNURA Government through our leader, has this vision for a new hope, to create new hope and scope and reassurance for the people of Solomon Islands.  And to create new inspirations to motivate our people about new future we can all achieve with positive changes.


These are the inspirations that we wanted to achieve and we wanted to offer our people.  We can be criticized of course Mr Speaker, but at least the new inspiration offers hope and scope for the people of Solomon Islands. 


In order for this to happen, Mr Speaker, we have to change our attitudes.  Our attitudes toward corporate governance, government system, our work habits; our board room attitudes; our democratic system; our attitude toward the women of this country; our attitude toward our development partners; our attitudes toward our investors.  These are all important components of our society, and the first one which I will recommend for him to change his attitude is my good friend, the Leader of the Opposition.

(hear, hear)

And this is what leadership is all about Mr Speaker.  Leadership is about change, change for the better and not change for criticism to keep coming in every aspect of it.  No, Mr Speaker.  So our attitudes including attitudes of fellow parliamentarians, we have to change our attitudes.  If you have to bow down, bow down.  But more often Mr Speaker, parliamentarians do not know the magic of bowing down.  They think they are the MPs and everybody should dance to the code they play.  That is not leadership.  That is a deficit in leadership Mr Speaker.  “If you have to be the great amongst all you have to be the servant of all.”  That is the leadership that Mahatma Gandhi taught when he was alive.


Mr Speaker, I am very serious when I talk about our attitudinal behaviour, we must change.  That is why I was very gratified that some of the mechanisms that will help, it is not the right word, but maybe regulate characters of members of Parliament will be forthcoming.  For political stability this present government is talking about the Integrity Bill or something similar to the Integrity Bill, so that we are confined to our actions in the party play, party politics and in this Parliament.  And I hope when this Act is introduced in this Parliament, we do not have to debate it but should rather just go pass.  It should be passed in its first reading because this is what this country has been longing for, for a long time.  It did not come during previous administrations, and it is my biggest hope that it must come.  The Deputy Speaker, many more, we have been emphasizing on the need to create mechanisms for political stability in this country.


At last we have a Prime Minister who listens to these calls, and is very serious to introduce this as soon as practically possible.


In conclusion Mr Speaker, I wish to say that I believe that this Parliament Meeting has achieved all that we are here to achieve.  And I have seen and witnessed many healthy debates during this short but very eventful meeting, and our interactions both in Parliament and outside of Parliament only reveal to me that we are all one part of a happy family.


Since entering this Parliament in 1993 Mr Speaker, when I looked around sometimes I found myself sitting on the opposite sides to who my friends were before but I remained the same, the same old man, the same old side.  When I have to sit in the Opposition, I sit in the Opposition only waiting for my time to be in the government side.  I never wanted to cross the floor any time because matters of principles are principles, why cross the floor?  If I believe that the policies of the government were wrongly implemented and not in the best interest of country, so be it, I will remain in Opposition and I will Mr Speaker.  Well learn that from me Mr Speaker.  And we have to start learning from some of our older politicians.  Very soon they will be leaving us and those young MPs will continue so that is why I am very pleased to note in this Parliament, the possibility of this integrity Bill will be introduced for the first time and to improve the political governance of the country.  

Last of all I wish to thank you Mr Speaker, for the conduct of this meeting and your staff for the hard work or inputs they have been making this meeting memorable one for all of us Members of Parliament.  

I beg to support the motion.

Hon TORA:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute briefly on this Sine Die motion moved by the Honorable Prime Minister on Tuesday.  

Mr Speaker Sir, first all I would like to sincerely thank God for the quick recovery from your recent ill health you have been through.  And secondly I would like to register my profound and deepest gratitude for your able leadership in guiding the business of this House of the last three weeks.

Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank His Excellency the Governor General of Solomon Islands, for his challenging speech, in which he highlighted to the Honorable House, the areas that urgently required attention of our leadership.  

I must also congratulate your Deputy, my colleague Member of Parliament for North Choiseul for his successful election as the new Deputy Speaker of National Parliament for his ability to take charge of the affairs of the House in your short absence.  

May I also take this opportunity Mr Speaker, to join those who have already shared their congratulatory remarks to our two newly elected Members of Parliament for Aoke/Langa Langa and East Malaita constituencies on their successful election.  

Again, Mr Speaker, Sir, your staff under the leadership of your able Clerk, must also be given credit for the valuable services they continuously provide to make the business of this House over the last three weeks a great success. 

Sir, I also wish to thank everyone from both sides of the House for their positive contributions to the 2008 Budget which was passed unanimously on Monday 7th April 2008.  

Let me now make some general observations in brief as I said Mr Speaker, I will be brief.  Obviously, there is a lot to be done between now and the next general elections in 2010.  This is one of the many times in our political history when both sides of this House have had the opportunity to develop this country and to provide and deliver the needed services our people have always waited for over the last 30 years.  

Our children and their children will certainly judge us for what we are capable of producing during our four years as their elected representatives.  Mr Speaker some of us may never be able to another opportunity again to come back.  The question is what legacy will you and I leave for the future generations of their constituency’s representative and all the nation of Solomon Islands as a whole.  Mr Speaker Sir, we have only four years to do for them we would ask them to trust and put us in the offices we now hold as their legal representative.  Mr Speaker, this is a very serious question which you and I cannot pretend to ignore.  

Mr Speaker Sir, one more wasted year, one more wasted month and a week for us not to act is absolutely not helping us in the face of the current circumstances we are in.  

Mr Speaker, effects of the global economic decline is evident everywhere even on the streets of Honiara.  Children as young as one or two years old are trained to scavenge the streets for food and whatever they could find, but selling would buy them a loaf of bread.  Mr Speaker Sir, we cannot pretend that we are unaware of these things.  Our tradition values through which we take care of our own immediate and close family members a fast ebbing from our grips.

Mr Speaker, the population of kids now growing up on the streets of Honiara today is alarming.  Sir, an urgent cooperate effort is needed.  These are victims of the callous environment we are living in today, and sadly enough Sir, hence fulfilled commitments, we so often make on the floor of this House as leaders only re-enforces the fact that to some degree we are indirectly or directly responsible for putting there.

Sir, I believe the problem we have in this country when talk about this problems is not lack of money, it is the problem of abundance of money and the bad management of that money.  Certainly, Mr Speaker, we already had enough money readily available to effectively evoke practical and meaningful responses to this serious social issue.  

We all agree, Mr Speaker, Sir, that the churches must do more, and certainly they would love to do more, unfortunately, the pastoral need of our society, which they are presented with everyday is already exceedingly over and above what their mega resources can afford and lack of adequate resources.  Mr Speaker, personal and finance is limiting them in what they could effectively do to help.  

Mr Speaker, the government must act and have to act now by empowering the churches to do more.  As of next, among other things that we would like to do to assist the churches, I intend to seek government’s approval to build at least five Care centers.  These centers will be given to churches to manage.  I will also seek an increase in my budget to support these centers.  These Centers are intended for such people to seek professional help.  

Mr Speaker, good parenting is a rare commodity in our communities today, and our young people must be given training in the area of good parenting.  The rapid fallout of broken homes today speaks millions of the failure of the parents to spend more time with their families.  Sound teaching of good moral values to our children at their tender age is important, and parents who failed to have time to impart these values to their children are guilty of contributing to their future woes.  

Mr Speaker, let us therefore assist the churches to provide these trainings to their congregations as this is the only fast means to tackle this problem.  Mr Speaker, use the existing church structures to quickly advance the solution to this serious problem, which already advanced its affects on our children and society.  

Sir, I also wish to touch on the government’s intention inquire into the April 2007 earthquake and tsunami disaster contributions.  My Ministry welcomes such action and which to call the government to do so as quickly as possible to reveal the truth.  In the mean time Mr Speaker, Sir, may I humbly call on every sectoral ministry to come forward and ensure that our roles in the recovery and rehabilitation of our people in the Western and Choiseul Provinces, who are victims of the 2nd April 2007 disaster, are carried out in order to quickly improve the livelihood of our people.  

As I speak Mr Speaker, Sir, a high level regional team is in the country today, to advocate the need to mainstream Disaster Risk Reduction or mitigation.  Like I have already alluded to in my speech on the 2008 Budget, Disaster Risk Reduction is the responsibility of every Solomon Islander, and more importantly every sectoral Ministry, state owned enterprises, the private sector and the communities.  

Mr Speaker, Sir, development itself is a disaster potential risk, thus, responsible authorities must be disaster risk conscious when formulating plans to execute any form of development, be it economic or social.  

Mr Speaker, we spoke at length on the Auditors report on land allocation in Honiara and the Provincial Headquarters.  May I now turn to the poor performance of the Public Service to-date as some of us have already said.  Mr Speaker, what we are talking about here is exactly what is currently done with public officers, and that is, ‘ATTITUDE’.  Yes my predecessor, the Honorable Member for East Makira, has raised this last year, and I shall raise it again, “a country is only as strong as the attitude of its people”.  

Mr Speaker Sir, people sell the integrity of this nation because of bad attitude.  Leaders and we could be included, will continue to sell this country because of bad attitude.  The problem is serious, if this is the way we leaders are also behaving, how do we expect our people to act otherwise?  Mr Speaker, Sir, the public service is at its lowest in output for many obvious reasons.  One obvious reason, Sir, is the fact that disciplines has fallen so low to the extent, that what we now see is a new trend that has evolved, and this can be traced back to time immediately, after the first ten years of Independence, when all those who were trained under the old administration left the service.  

As if the quality of services of the public service is not bad enough, also called home grown public service reform of 1997, which intending to do also deal with the same problem, landed the entire civil service where only junior staff with little or no experience at all were left to run the service under the supervision of Chief Executive officers, who had no knowledge of the how a civil service operates to run services, and the result is what we now see today.  

Mr Speaker, Sir, discipline is also at its lowest since Independence 30 years ago, and the inefficiency of the Attorney General’s Chambers to promptly determine appropriate charges when cases of misconduct are submitted to its undoubtedly a serious constraint to any attempt to improve the poor state of things in the Public Service.  

If the inefficiency is the result of inadequate manpower Mr Speaker Sir, I wish to strongly recommend that urgent attention by the appropriate authorities be taken to ensure that the Attorney General’s Office is given priority to increase its staff numbers.  Officers, who are allegedly charged with offences misconduct in office, need to know what their official charges are, and the reasonable responsible officer report the case needs to in order to quickly execute the next line action.  

More importantly Mr Speaker, quick execution of discipline is vitally important to re-enforce the laxity and unwarranted behavior about the public officers that such behavior is not tolerated and any one dares to take the seriousness of the government to improve the public service of such behavior would have to think again.

Secondly, Mr Speaker, discipline must be applied by all responsible officers.  Posting of officers to different ministries when they are found to be uncooperative is not helping the efforts to stamp out such behavior.  Mr Speaker, may I touch on a few things which I have observed during my time in the Parliament.  

Mr Speaker, I know all of us are Christian and I know that all of us read the Bible everyday.  Jesus cares for our families but He knew that Ministries would bring its own strength.  He said this when He talked about the head principle.

One day when He was talking to his people, and He said, if any one come to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  

Also our Saviour He said the same thing in the holy gospel of St. Luke Chapter 14 verse 26, the cost of being my disciple, he turn to the crowd who was following him and said, if anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  

Mr Speaker, today our country needs a total healing, whatever reforms or polices that any government of the day made, and if we do not change our attitudes or we continue to hate our brothers and sisters, then we cannot see our country prosper or progress through our undertakings.  

As Leaders, we must be humble as some other speakers have said, we humble ourselves because we are servants.  We cannot sit down there all the time.  I was summoned by His Excellency when he returned from Western Province during the celebration of the first anniversary of our people that lost their lives during tsunami in April last year. 

He summoned me, my Permanent Secretary, the Director and the Minister of Finance, his Permanent Secretary and the Commissioner of Lands.  He pointed out to us and said to us, you must not sit down on your comfortable chairs.  You get up and go down and see for yourself the people they actually suffered at this time in Choiseul and Western Provinces.  

I accepted his remarks, Mr Speaker, because I have a heart for these people and this is one thing that we leaders neglected.  Whenever a disaster happens it is true that sometimes we pretend that we are not aware of what is happening.  But people are suffering there.  They don’t have homes, clothes, food to eat, water to drink and so forth.  And sir, I responded positively to His Excellency that this government is committed to see and to ensure that these people are recovered.  Therefore, Mr Speaker, immediately after this meeting, I have directed my Permanent Secretary to arrange for a one or two days visit to the two Provinces.


A lot of donor partners wanted to come in to help us and the government has already committed its part.  It gives out $15m, which I would like to thank the former Prime Minister and his government for the approval last year.  But they continue to hold on to that until this government has just released that money.  I would like to thank the former Prime Minister who is now the Leader of the Opposition.  

And it is very important Mr Speaker, it is something that Members or Leaders must be serious about.  We do not expect disaster that it will come but it just suddenly strikes and that is why My Ministry would like to see that all Ministries even right down to the community must be made aware about the disaster risk.  We must be prepared.


Mr Speaker, sir, it is very important that we cannot delay such arrangements to hold on to things.  We now know that money is released.  Therefore, we must go down after this meeting to help our people that are suffered.  We must go down.  

As Minister responsible for disaster, I would like to see that these people must come back to live their normal life.  They must come back to their normal life.  It is now one year but still they do not have houses, tents broken, some sleep in the rain and sun and even they have very poor sanitation.


Mr Speaker, those are some of the needs I see and I believe that Leaders sometimes do not act quickly.  We should be the first people in the frontline to see our people that were affected and must receive the services, whatever they deserved to receive immediately after.  I thank the donor partners who came in the first place to give the first relief supplies, like tents and food to assist our people in Choiseul and Western Provinces.


Mr Speaker, as I say, this country cannot prosper and progress.  The only way to see changes is we must work together starting from grass-root level right up to the national Leaders.  One of our contributing factors that sometimes spoil our lives is our own culture.  I think it is about time that chiefs, leaders and all of us should look into these areas.


Let me give a classic example Mr Speaker.  A lot of complaint had come from households in Honiara that people are pouring in every now and then residing with their immediate families.  And sometimes the poor family cannot depend on the salaries of the head of the house.  But we cannot avoid it because of our culture and even the owner of the house feels pain about what food to be taken for the next day.  How would he get the food for the next day?  So I see this as an awareness, of course, Mr Speaker, sometimes we will say, no, we cannot stop our people.  Those people that resides with relatives if they know that I am their member, they come and say, we want some food to eat.  I have to pay for the food and go and leave it at their house. I have to subsidize to meet the electricity bill and water bill because I know that they are my people from my constituency.  

So, Mr Speaker, I see that in our country today culture is one of the things that do not make us succeed in our undertakings of our business, thus we need to review our culture.  We must try to adopt a little bit of western culture.  I do not think I will do that, my people do not get me wrong.  Do not get me wrong that I do not want to give.  It is time that our country needs a total change and a total healing on such things.  These are sicknesses.  These are things that suppress the progress and prosperity of the development of any business understandings in our country.  These are the sicknesses.  We must find a doctor to heal such sicknesses so that we can go forward.


So, Mr Speaker, it is very important for us leaders we should not look down on our brothers or even ourselves, no.  We must not have hatred towards our brothers and sisters that is clearly stated in the Holy Scripture.  We cannot condemn our brothers and sisters.  We have no right to condemn anyone, no.  Only the one who created this world and the one who created you and me, He has all the rights to condemn anyone.  If I start to condemn my brothers and sisters then what is the end result.  What would be the consequences?  It is death because what we are preparing in this earth, Mr Speaker, we are preparing for the next world and that is eternity.  I do not often go to Church.  My wife sometimes woke me up to go to church on Sunday but I said to her, God is every where, that is my answer.  God is everywhere, under the sea, on the mountains, in the caves, when you travel in the canoe, on ships, or fly in the air on planes, God is everywhere.  He is watching over you and over me every day Mr Speaker.  

What right have I got to condemn you Mr Speaker?  I have no right and when they talked plenty of things about me, abusing me in the Solomon Star, I just humble myself.  One lawyer came forward and offered his service to take up the case and says, you do not have to pay me, it is free.  I said to him, look when Jesus was crucified on the Cross He looked up to His Father and said, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”  That is what I do.  I am fighting for the next world and that is eternity, Mr Speaker.  I feel hurt about it, including my family, my relatives, and my friends, and I believe some of you here have the same feelings as I had because we are all brothers.  But I allowed them to continue with their own ways Mr Speaker.  If they shoot me with bows and arrows or even throw stones at me then I would say, oh that is the end of honourable Tora.  He is no longer a Member for Ulawa/Ugi any more because they have shot him.  I humble myself and I sit down. 

Mr Speaker, our country needs a total change, a total healing from the human beings.  It is us that can make changes and no one else or even animals, nor the living creatures, but human beings that God gave us the brains, gave us the wisdom, the knowledge to see that there are changes, and the changes can come about if we change our attitudes all of us from right down to national leaders. 

Mr Speaker, in other countries when I walked about in the city, you hardly see any littering but when you come to our own city in Honiara, the first place you will see is the betel nuts sale at the entrance, before you come to the centre of the city, you have already seen what the picture is like, the picture will tell you at the entrance when you first enter into the city of Honiara.  Betel nut is there already.  

The City Council that comes under my Ministry tries its best but without success, why, Mr Speaker?  This is the only source of income for our low paid workers in urban areas that they earn for their daily survival Mr Speaker, sir.  

Just like the fish we talked about last week, sir.  The fish we took from the boats are discarded fish.  I’m not really sure because I have not gone over yet to the boats.  May be the fish are thrown everywhere on the decks but they are discarded fish.  

At one time I stopped this.  I stopped them from ordering fish for thee students at the college when I looked after the students’ welfare services.  I told my purchasing officer, you must stop, otherwise you will be out.  This is because I do not want to feed the students of that kind of fish.  It is true, it is fish but we do not know its condition so what I did Mr Speaker, I requested an expertise from the Marine School to inspect and test the fish, and he confirmed what I said not to sale them.  

But again Mr Speaker, we cannot avoid this, like what we have heard from the mothers, it is our only source of income.  So what will the leaders do for them?  What are we going to do for them?  We represent the 50 Constituencies.  They live in one constituency.  What will the respective member do for them?  They must do something for them.  There are projects that are open up now Mr Speaker, the Livelihood Rural Development Fund.  We must help them in order for them to survive, to pay for children’s school fees, transport for their children to and fro from schools, pocket money, uniforms.  These things cost a lot of money.  They cannot survive with the salary alone.


Mr Speaker, sir, before I take my seat, the followings also deserves a word of thanks from me as the Leader and the Minister of Home Affairs and the Honourable Member for Ulawa/Ugi.  

SOEs, I must thank you all for the services that you gave to ensure that everybody, human beings move and other things like vehicles move. 

Also I would like to thank the Royal Solomon Island Police Force, once upon a time, Mr Speaker, you two were with the police before.  I want to thank the Commissioner of Police, the senior officers, all Provincial Police Commanders and your staff for the services that you have rendered, in ensuring that Law & Order is maintained.

It is true we are all human beings, sometimes complaints comes from the general public about petty crimes, what happens in the street like consuming alcohol in the public is becoming very common, again I want to thank you all.

Also I want to thank the RAMSI for their continuous support and also in assisting the Royal Solomon Islands Police, in maintaining law and order in this Country.  

I would also like to thank our good friends, our donor partners that help us in good times and bad times. 

Particularly Mr Speaker, our very close friends like the Republic of China, Taiwan to continue to stand with us all along until now. 

Also I would like to thank the teachers through out the Solomon Islands, those who teach in Early Childhood, Primary, Secondary, Tertiary Institutions, you deserve a word of thanks from us.  Thank you for the service and what you have passed on to our children who would be the great leader of tomorrow. 

Also I want to than the nurses, doctors, paramedics, and those who have worked in all our hospitals, clinics throughout the nation for the services that they have rendered for our people and also members of Parliament. 

I would like to thank the Trade Unions in the Solomon Islands for your hard work.  I know that your position is a bit at risk especially when you come to the round table negotiation over with the employer.  The terms and conditions and wage increase, I know that sometimes you face hard times, but I just want to thank you for your time.  

I want to thank the Financial Institutions, the Central Bank, Commercial Banks, National Provident Fund under the leadership of the management, the board members in ensuring that the services will continue to be provided for our people. 

Ship owners, I cannot forget you too, without you we cannot move from Island to Island.  Without you we cannot transport our general goods/cargo, copra that comes from the rural areas to Honiara, the main buying centre.  Thank you, ship owners for the great service.  

Transport owners, buses, taxis that operate in open areas in Solomon Islands, without you we cannot come to work in the morning and evening after work.

OBM and Canoe transport owners in rural areas and also in urban areas, I know that Central Honiara has one transport to take people from island to island.  That is a great sense.  They deserve words of thanks.  

The Building Contractors, they are also very important in the society from the carpentry, plumbers, and electricians, without them we cannot sit down in this Honorable House, because the builders are very important.  Thank you for the service. 

The legal firms in our country, before when police officers arrested someone they must punched that person first before taking him to cellar but that was not practiced nowadays, because we have this kind of legal services where people can complain against police officers.  You deserve words of thanks, the legal firms through out the country, whether you are establishing in Honiara or in the Provinces.  Thank you very much for the legal services that you have been providing.

To the Copra and Cocoa producers, some of the members here are laughing because they are buying cocoa and copra, which is very good for their services.  Local farmers, thank you very much for the service and for your contribution towards our national economy.  

Honiara City Council, thank you very much for the services that you have rendered in Honiara City, although it is not enough but as I said we need to work together.  

The Provincial Premiers and Executives, all the chiefs, Lay people in our provinces and in our villages, whatever position you are holding you are contributing a lot towards our country.  Thank you very much.

Sports Mr Speaker, is one of the responsibilities of my Ministry.  I think it is a reminder to all sports federation, the day when I come in as a Minister I held a first meeting with the federations, so that they follow procedures.  Organisers thank you very much for your time and efforts that you have given in organising sports through out the Country.  We will be looking forward for the Home and Away game between Waitakere and Kossa Football club on the 26th of this month.  And as a Minister responsible Mr Speaker, I appeal to all leaders to draw their support behind Kossa Football Club, they are representing our Country.

Mr Speaker, Sir, anyone I forgot to mention here and because of time is running, I thank you all for the services that you gave to help our Country. 

Finally, Mr Speaker I want to thank the SIBC and One News Media for televising these meetings through out the three weeks.  Sometimes it was shown that some of us were sleeping.  So I’m very happy when I watched myself on television because when the Minister of Forestry dozed away I almost pushed him out because I was alert Mr Speaker.  

So, Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me this time as the traditional motion of sine die ends – that normally moved for the closing of the Parliament and I want to thank the Honorable Prime Minister to move this motion and before I resume my seat Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  Thank you

Mr NE’E:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  I will be very brief in contributing to the motion of sine die as moved by the Prime Minister. 

First of all, I also join other MP’s in thanking yourself and your staff for coordinating this Parliament sitting successfully and having all government’s business tabled as schedule, thank you.  

Mr Speaker, I would also like to join other MP’s in congratulating the two new MP’s for Aoke/Langa Langa and East Malaita.  Welcome to Parliament.

Mr Speaker, I just want to touch on an issue that has been published in the news paper several weeks ago.  It is an issue about me that Solomon Star stated that I fell down in Honiara due to a stroke.  That was not true it was false.  There are news reported the by Solomon Star which are sometimes 80% false.  The only reliable newspaper in Honiara is the Island Sun.  I ask everyone in here to buy Island Sun to read.  

Mr Speaker, I also like to touch on an issue or a current situation that has been around for sometimes.  The situation regarding government vehicles and government houses, I understand that I am a Member of Parliament and under the Parliamentary Entitlements I am entitled to a government house, as that I am a Member of Honiara, this is my Constituency.  

I have been issued by a letter by the Attorney General himself to vacant the house I am currently occupying.  I am willing to travel to Auki and live in Auki and travel everyday to work and go back after 4 o’clock at the Government’s expense, if that is the case.

As a politician I expect the Minister responsible should write to me and not the Attorney General because I am not a civil servant.  This is according to Standing Orders I’m a politician not a civil servant.  I respect the Minister of Works, if the Minister of Works writes to me I will vacate the house immediately.  

Mr Speaker, I will touch on another issue that has been highlighted in the Island News this week called ‘Sex and Cash’.  It is about our ladies, our girls ending up in foreign fishing boats.  Whose business is that?  It is our business.  It is because the current cost of living is so high, high rates of unemployment in Honiara and I have been mentioning this and I will repeat it again that we should be looking at the minimum wage rates now.

Hon Fono (interjecting):  Yes coming.

Mr Ne’e:  Very good, now I heard it from the Minister.  Could we look at it trying to increase the minimum wage because $1.20 per hour and $1.50 per hour pay as you earn, a family of five couldn’t survive in Honiara with that pay.  We want the government to create more opportunities, more jobs for our Solomon Islanders, our school leavers, so that we do not see them ending up in foreign boats.  Next time, we will not see young girls going into the boats but married women going into the boats because there is no take home pay.  It is a very sad situation.  Could we look at the minimum wage rate and try to improve on that. 

The Minister responsible has assured me on several discussions that we will look at that and ensure that a minimum wages should be tabled in the next sitting so that our poor people, our families, our friends in Honiara can have money and can meet the cost of living.

Please Deputy Prime Minister, if you can take note of that it affects our people in Honiara.  And I want to mention this so that the people in this Nation should know that the minimum wages the last time it increase was 20 years ago.  There wasn’t any increased in the minimum wages and the poor Solomon Islanders who works in Honiara are earning less.  Not only in Honiara in Urban Centres, in Auki, Gizo, Kira Kira, Buala, Santa Cruz, they earn less for what they are doing, especially, our enterprises that Central Bank and other people are guiding them in this country saying that they are our enterprises who earn money to our Country.  If you want to work in this country, and you want to start business in this country, please meet the minimum wages that our people need.  

I touch on that because the Minister of Home Affairs has mentioned that when you come into Honiara you would see people selling betel nuts, and when you come into town you would see people selling fish.  They have to sell fish to subsidise their earnings.  Some fishes in the market are not good but some fishes are good that the Health Department should talk about and actually select the fish that should be sold.  That is why I ask the Ministers responsible for projects to increase the Honiara projects so that I would give more canoes and fishing gears to our fishermen to bring the fish from the rafters to sell in Honiara.  

Last year, I have given out seven fibre glass boats and engines to fishermen.  If you go to the market you will find them selling fish there.  They also sell fish in Auki and that is what the rural fishing project is for, it is not to purchase taxi or not to purchase a house in Honiara, not to purchase other things.  Give them to the fishermen so that they could supply fish to the markets and help them earn money to sustain their families and their living in Honiara.  

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to touch on another issue.  During the term of Grand Coalition for Change, we heard voices of the NGO’s so vocal, several NGO’s like National Council of Women, transparency international, civil society.  Where are they now?  Are they hiding in caves or what is happening?  Let us hear their voice, let us hear the National Council of Women talking about child sex in the logging camps in Are Are.  What are you doing?  Let us talk about sex and cash in the foreign ships, and that is what you should be talking about.  You should not talk about politics.  You are there to talk about what is happening to our young people today.  

Transparency, where are you – are you hiding?  You talk about the appointment of board members, appointing our wives therefore our families are in the statutory bodies.  That is wrong.  Where is transparency?  This is what transparency should be talking about and not talking about politics.  

When we talk about good governance let us do it.  The Minister himself spoke today and he mentioned that his Ministry was very good and there was nothing wrong with his Ministry after the Chairman of Public Accounts Committee has gone through his budget.  That is bull-shit.  Eighty percent of the members of Water Unit are people living in Tuvaruhu.  Is Tuvaruhu the only water source?  This is wrong, this is transparency.  When you were not a Minister you accused the Grand Coalition for Change government or the current of Leader of Opposition for recruiting the Attorney General who is your friend.  And now we are recruiting our own wives to be Board members.  Is that transparency?  Is that accountability?  We are leaders, let us do things that people will see and let us not do things that are wrong.  I’m not saying that, that is wrong, but let us do things right.

Another thing that I would like to mention here too, Mr Speaker, sir, that the Minister of Home Affairs spoke recently and read a lot of verses from the bible, which I do not understand him, he even went as far as people criticising him.  I failed to see that there is an allocation, a tenth for the Churches in his Ministry, or may be I have overlooked it.  

Deputy Prime Minister, I stand correction here, did I overlook the allocation for the tenth to the churches? 

Hon Fono (interjecting):  Coming.

Let us put it in, please.  Ministers, put that allocation in because we seem to forget our churches, and now we are forgetting them again.  

The Grand Coalition government allocated $20million to the churches last year.  What about this year?  We have launched the year of the Bible.  And what is the year of the Bible for?  You have given money to the Bible as the Bible itself cannot work.  

Hon Fono (interjecting):  We will give it.

Yes, let us do it and let us see it in the budget.  Let us reflect it in the budget so that we see it and this nation will know.  I am very sorry if we cannot do that.  

If the Grand Coalition can do it, why can’t we do it?  I appeal to the Minister responsible, the Deputy Prime Minister, the Minister of Forestry he usually get money from the Logging Companies, give it to the church.  I want that to be done. 

I wish to state here that more fishing project will be coming out and if you can divert some of these funds from this fishing project and give it to the churches, so that they will work through and help us.  We need two things in this world, physical life and spiritual life.  We tend to forget about the spiritual life and we always use our physical life which sometimes we end up in trouble.  

Mr Speaker, before I resume my seat, I just want to thank the Minister for Infrastructure for ensuring that roads in Honiara have been allocated under this maintenance schedule.  Thank you Minister of Infrastructure.  

I wish to thank also the honourable Minister for Police and Justice for ensuring that the Police Post at Naha and King George VI will start straight away next week and you have also told me that after building the Police Post, you will build a Police Station at King George VI, so that it guides our industrial area since the government is getting most of its revenues at Ranadi industrial areas.  Do you think they will want to stay there if people continue breaking in and spoiling them?  And they have now ended up stealing from churches.  Please, Mr Minister, would you build a Police post and later within the next two months build a Police Station at Burns Creek or at King George VI School?  The site has been allocated and it has been sitting there I will really appreciate your quick action in trying to construct this station as soon as possible.  

I also wish to thank the Minister for Lands for ensuring that $2.2million is in the development budget for the registration of the squatters.  Thank you very much.  Do not you think that I am the only one looking after this people but almost eighty percent of the squatters go home to vote for you too during elections.  So thank you very much in ensuring that there is money available for the registration of squatters, TOL in Honiara.  

I also appreciate the Ministers further move to return the land that have been allocated a long time ago to other business Houses and other Solomon Islanders that never been developed.  We need those lands to be given back to the Solomon Islanders.  There were some people who actually allocated land that have never been developed and are reselling it for higher prices.  

We should not be circulating land in Honiara because these lands are not lands in your constituencies you go back to your constituency and sell your land in your own constituency.  And I am asking the Minister responsible to ensure that our lands be allocated back to us or give them back to the Ministry of Agriculture or allocating them to some Members of Parliament or allocating them to other members of public who have tried very hard for the last 4 or 5 years trying to get a block of land. 

I myself who is speaking here, I haven’t got any land in Honiara because you cannot get a land in Honiara unless you go under the table deal with the lands officers.  This is not proper and I want the Minister responsible to take note of that.  

Lastly, but not the least, I would like to thank the Minister of Finance in preparing the budget in a very short time, after taking up office and we tried to get the budget through and later it was passed through parliament.  I have few discussions with him, he mentioned that there were several misprints which were beyond his control but it was further corrected.  

I would also like to thank the Prime Minister for his Leadership until now and for ensuring that we are all Members of Parliament with no difference, we are on this side and you are on that side without having any fight.  So we must ensure that we are all members of Parliament, let us work together toward developing of this country and ensuring that our people live in harmony side by side and together we make progress in this country.  

Finally, Mr Speaker, sir, as I had thanked your office for having this meeting completed in time, four weeks is too lengthy make sure that next time we will have the meeting at least three weeks so that other members will have time to actually tour their own constituency.  

Thank you very much Mr Speaker, with this few words I support the Motion.

Hon LILO:  Mr Speaker, I too wish to add my voice to the debate of this motion moved by the Honorable Prime Minister, the Motion of Sine Die.  Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the Prime Minister for moving this motion and I stand to support him on this motion.  

Mr Speaker, I would also like to join others in thanking various individuals, organizations of the government who have contributed in facilitating in this meeting of Parliament.

In particular, I would like to thank your good self for the manner in which this meeting has been conducted, and also I would like to recognize the very important contribution that the Deputy Speaker has made, he has excelled in his performance during your absence in presiding over this meeting Mr Speaker.  

Also, I would like to thank all the administrative and logistical support that has been rendered by the staff especially the Deputy Clerk and staff of the National Parliament during this meeting.  

Mr Speaker, the Seventh Meeting of the Eighth Session or the Eighth Parliament can best be described by the various businesses that his Parliament has gone through.  

The first of course is the speech from the throne Mr Speaker, and as sounded by various speakers, His Excellency has reminded us of our commitment leadership.  His Excellency has reminded us as leaders of our duty and responsibility to ensure that we steer the development direction of this country.  That is basically what His Excellency had reminded us and we should all take serious note of what His Excellency has reminded us.  

The second important significant aspect of this seventh meeting Mr Speaker, is the passed of the 2008 Budget, and I would like to thank also and joining others in thanking the Minister of Finance for presenting one of the best budgets that we have ever come through since our Independence.  This budget is built around the back ground of good economic performance.  

And because of that it is quite exceptional that we have seen that this budget as had some features that are quite unique to other budget too.  I will come to that later Mr Speaker.  

The third aspect that I though that need to be noted about the seventh meeting is the amendment to the Mines and Minerals Act.  An important amendment that has been overlooked for sometime even though we have been talking about promoting Mines investment in the mineral sector, mineralization of Solomon Islands, but this is first time that it has been introduced to this House and the Minister for Mines and staff of the Ministry of Mines ought to be congratulated for doing that.  

We have also seen very good reports Mr Speaker, from departments, ministries and SOEs of the government been presented to this House.  Some of these reports resemble very excellent performance of our SOEs, some are questionable, some needs to work very hard to make improvement.  

Also we have seen statements been made to this House in the seventh meeting Mr Speaker, in fact if my recollection is correct maybe about three statements that have been presented to this House are very, very important statements.  Statements that relate directly to the policy directions that this government is pursuing in the various areas or priority that we have featured in the six main parts of the CNURA Government.

The statement on the Constitutional Reform Work, the statement on the Tsunami Rehabilitation, and of course the statement on Climate Change been presented by the Minister of Environment and Conservation and Meteorology Mr Speaker, which is a very, very important subject that we must now start to give our priority in ensuring that we all must show a concerted effort in pursuing environmental strong, environmental and sustainable conservation development of this country.  

But Mr Speaker, the seventh meeting I thought can best be shown on the flip side of this seventh meeting is that there were no questions and answers, in fact there is only one question and answer.  

Mr Speaker, one of the most important parts of Parliament in ensuring of seeing and checking of the executive is questions and answers and yet that very, very important role has been displayed in the seventh meeting.

I was quite surprised Mr Speaker, in this seventh meeting that there was no questions and answers.  In fact the only question that has ever been asked was that only two days ago by the MP for Temotu Nende, on a very lousy question too not making a check on the current government.  So Mr Speaker, that particular aspect of Parliament business ought to be graved up and I am encouraging the Opposition to look in seriously into that particular aspect.  

Also the seventh meeting I have noticed one thing Mr Speaker, that in the political history of this country is the first time that we have a small Opposition group, a very small Opposition group Mr Speaker, very small Opposition group.  Very sad thing, small Opposition group, they are trying to be very vibrant, they are trying to articulate themselves very well on the issues but they fall short, fall short of attracting the numerical strength, they fall short, that is what I have noticed in this seventh meeting.  And I hope that in the eighth meeting, we will try to see the increase in the Opposition, if they ever would increase, if they continue to reduce then something seriously is wrong about that side Mr Speaker.

Also I have noticed one thing in this seventh meeting Mr Speaker, that we only have the used to be the very neutral and independent grouping in this House, the Independent group only one, only one, a member and a Leader himself or I don’t know how to put it, a Leader and a Member himself, he is leading himself and if a person lead himself, sometimes he makes a lot of mistakes too.  I must say he makes a lot of mistakes.  That is what I have found in this seventh meeting Mr Speaker, and I hope that in the eighth meeting, we will see some improvements in the Independent group.

But Mr Speaker, I recognize because you and I in the past have been arguing about this very office but at the same time I recognized the fact you have recognized the constitutional status of this office, and the question that remains is whether or not any single member can still constitute an independent office and his also a leader at the same time.  These are very important constitutional issues that we should spend sometime thinking about, so that we ensure we make our parliamentary system as strong as we have expected Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, I said that one of the highlights of the seventh meeting is the 2008 budget. I said that this 2008 budget is built around some very, very favorable factors.  One of which is that we have a very economic growth, a growth that have taken from the previous year from about 6.1% to about 9% or 10%.  

We have a very strong growth in revenue and this is the first budget in the history of this country that we have actually started the year with a cash surplus, a cash surplus of almost about $400million.  I must thank the former GCCG government for that excellent work that they have done in growing the revenue during their time, and the biggest part of their time was actually been presided over in that very important role as the Minister of Finance at that time was the Minister of Environment, and we have grown a very, very strong revenue Mr Speaker.  

But I don’t agree with what the Leader of Opposition said that we cannot attribute the growth of that revenue to any particular action, no.  He said that when he contributed on the speech from the throne, he said that again in the budget.  No, we cannot do that kind of a statement Mr Speaker, because everything is a cause of something.  There is a congestion effect to every thing that we do.  You do that particular thing it causes something to happen.  Its final effect, its consequence effect is there.

And there are simple actions that have been made and that has given rise to this situation and I am pleased to see that the current government now has taken the effort to ensure that we serve some of those measures to ensure that we will continue to grow our fiscal situation and it will continue to grow.  And I am hoping that next year the government budget will improve, it will continue to improve, but we all know too and this is the thing that we must always be reminded about it.  

That in the medium term we have to be conscious of one thing.  The growth of our economy is hinges on a very, very fragile sector, sector that now is very unsustainable.  But this is the sector that all of us criticize it so very badly too and little do we know that over the past 30 years, that is the only sector that grow, the forest sector.  

Instead of us trying to find the better way to come out of it, we instead say very bad things about this particular sector.  Mr Speaker, that is not the way for us to treat things – that is not the way for us to treat things.  Because even if we say, oh let’s go to mineral, you know what, all countries that have gone into mineralization, they are the ones that are worst plunging into the Dutch disease kind of problem and the Dutch disease problem is that the more you earn the less you become improve in your welfare, that is the effect of the Dutch disease. 

You look at Nauru, you look at Papua New Guinea – these are examples of it, you look at Africa – these are countries that have gone through this problem, so we are not bad as compared to some of these countries Mr Speaker, we are not bad.  

Our forest sector is still vibrant, we have found the alternative and the alternative is that you come to Gizo/Kolombangara and you will see the alternative to that sector.  Kolombangara Forest Products Limited is going on very well.  The very speaker right now has been working very hard since 1992 to grow it.  

We must start to think about the next sector.  The GCCG has a lot of efforts in it.  I must congratulate GCCG for trying to find an alternative sector, but it fell short.  The GCCG has actually fell short.  It fell short not because of anybody, and I will come to why GCCG has gone down.  I will come to that point or may be I will excuse myself not to say anything about it, but that was the problem.  
The GCCG started to do something good.  In fact we were working on two strategies in looking at the Tuna, Tourism and the Agricultural Sector.  The tuna one was going on very well.  The agricultural direction was also coming up.  Emphasis on tourism was also worked on but somehow it fell short not because of anything.  People knew exactly why the GCCG fell short.  
This reminds me of Solomon’s Proverbs.  I will go back to Solomon Proverbs.  I wrote it here because I read through it. Proverbs 29:12 says, “If a ruler pays attention to false information, all his officials will be liars”.  That was the downfall of the GCCG.  It was working on false information.  That was the down fall of the GCCG. 
But the good thing this country had was that the GCCG was actually transformed into CNURA.  The transformation of GCCG into CNURA was the best ever political outcome that people of this Country has ever had.  It is transformation of GCCG into the CNURA.  It is transformation.  You know that in every transformation that happens there is always a good.  That was the good thing.  And today we have seen the CNURA Government, and we are committed to pursuing these actions.  We have to find an alternative in the medium term as to how we are going to push the growth of this economy.  

We had to invest in other alternative sectors.  Our concentration on the Tuna Industry and Fisheries must now happen.  We need to put our efforts to ensuring that investment in our Tuna Industry must happen.  
We need to put a lot of emphasis into our Agricultural Sector.  We need big impacts - big bang in our agricultural sector.  We need the Auluta Oil Palm to happen.  We need Vangunu to be rejuvenated and we need East Choisuel to come on line.  We need East Choisuel to come on line.  We have to do it.  
I am putting resources to ensure that we will do the environmental impact assessment on East Choiseul so that we can find the best sites there so that we push this investment on the Agricultural Sector.  
At same time we are very lucky at this stage to have one of the vibrant Minister of Tourism, Mr Speaker who has started to put in place actions in promoting tourism development.  That is also one of the best outcomes of 2008 and we have seen that on the Seventh Meeting of this Parliament.  We have seen people in key sectors starting to plan, strategize, and articulate to all of us to the directions we need to follow to ensure that we start to work towards the areas of growth in the medium term we will have to shift towards because logging is going down and we must do reforestation.  
We have a large scale reforestation going on.  I also planted trees on customary land but I have not harvested them.  The Member for Rendova/South New Georgia also planted.  No, others planted it but he claimed them and he has not harvested them yet too.  That is what I am talking about.  The Minister of Environment has actually planted, but that person did not plant. 
These are the things we must now start to think about in the medium term because if we do not think about we are going to fall down in three years time.  We will fall in three years time.  
What we should all be concentrating on is the next alternative sector to grow this country, to keep the growth of this country and the development of this country going.  That is what we should be thinking about.  Logging is going down.  
We have seen a good growth out of it – it supports the economy, supports all the social services and other things but what after three years.  

These are the things that we should start to think about.  I thought that that was one of the best subject that we should all start to think about.  Of course, Mr Speaker, in doing all these, there are very essential reforms that we need to carry out.  The Member for South Choiseul always tells us that we need to look into land reform.  We must do reforms in the land sector, which is very true.  
The alienated land or the crown land, given the current financial system we have, is limited.  Therefore, we need to find ways that we can have people to use their land as collateral, as mortgage for them to undertake investment, as a way for them to provide security that investors will be interested to invest in our land.  We need to find that.  
I think the best part we should follow is the customary land recognition.  Do not put our rights into contest, which is our current system.  We must recognise the ownership that belongs to the tribe.  If you put them into contest you will be creating problems.  You will make brothers and sisters to fight, uncle and nephews to fight and then they will end up in prison.  We need to pursue the Land Recognition Bill because that is one way for us to ensure there is security of investment to our investors.  
The other aspect we need to look at is the Secured Transactions Bill, and this government is moving into addressing that.  The Minister of Finance is putting that as one of the priorities.  We need to broaden the security and collateral considerations that the banks would look at.  For instance in Vanuatu, pig is a form of collateral.  In Solomon Islands pig is not collateral.  Cash in the banks or some form of assets is the source of secured transactions.  We need to broaden this so that secured transaction needs to come into place.  

We need to strengthen our trusteeship legislation.  The trusteeship legislation we are following right now is the old one of 1925 of England.  This is very old, 1925 of England.  We need to have our own so that what the Minister of Mines talk about in building the trusteeship, right down from the community and resource owners up can happen. 
We can commercialise the whole idea of trusteeship with landowners, resource owners, participating in major investment.  The trusteeship bill needs to come in. 

Of course, we need to look at how we can actually channel rural financing right down to the rural areas.  We started to do that and this government is committed to move forward in expansion and linking rural financing right down to the rural areas.  
All these are very essential because without these we will not be able to have our people to participate in the kind of investment we would want them to participate in, in promoting rural development, promoting other alternative sectors we are looking at that will take over from the logging sector. 

All these needs to come together and this government is really putting its effort in ensuring that all these must happen.  Those are some of the things I would like to say just basically reminding us that our situation in the medium term is so critical.  It is so critical that if we do not prepare ourselves now we will slip back in three years time.
Last year I made that statement when I said something about the medium term fiscal strategy, and today I would like to remind us again that all these things must happen.


Mr Speaker, let me just turn to a subject that is of favourite recently, and that is on environment conservation.


Mr Speaker, I think one of the most important developments that this country should welcome now is the creation of this Ministry - the Ministry of Environment and Conservation, and it must have a permanent feature.  It must have a permanent feature in our government system.


The problem of environment is now real.  Science has shown that we have real environmental problems.  Science has also shown that we as humans contribute to our environmental problems.  And what should we do?  We must now take action to reverse that.   We must now take action to reverse it.


We are, and this government is very much committed to ensure that we will contribute towards ensuring our responsibility in promoting sound environmental practices must be carried out Mr Speaker.


We are now enforcing the Environment Act, an Act that has been around for sometime and yet we have not put emphasis in ensuring that it should be applied and now we are beginning to do that.  

We are calling all developers and investors in the country that before they commence their operations they must show good public environmental report as to how they are going to  manage the environment for our future generations, as to how they are going to compensate for any particular environmental degradation that they are going to do  out of that investment, how will you put it back, how can you restore it back for the future generations.  We are ensuring all investors and developers must follow that.   
We are beginning with all logging companies and we are saying to them that before they start their operations they must show to us how they are going to restore and how they are going to rehabilitate any damages to the environment or how can they avoid destruction to the environment.  We are saying that to them.  
I am pleased to note the kind of cooperation coming out from all these developers, investors and operators in the country who are now coming forward.  They are now talking to our officials and are asking how they are going to comply with the requirements of law.  This is the good thing.


Yesterday, I launched the Pacific Year of Reefs, Mr Speaker.  We are now part of what is called ‘the coral triangle’ initiative.  We are located in the second richest coral triangles in the world.  It is Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.   The highest one is in Adjat Ampat in Indonesia.  The second is here in Solomon Islands.  Right now we have a total of 1,019 species of coral found in our reefs, and they are expecting to discover more because of the work that is going on.  

What I am saying  here, Mr Speaker, is that one of the priority areas we  need to concentrate on in the next medium term so that we can have some kind of a permanent plan in the future is on how to protect our reefs.  How can we protect our reefs?  That is the work going on right now.  

We have seen that because of pressures as a result of increase in population, as a result of increase in industrialization on both sea and land investments, our reefs have been threatened.  We do not want to lose all these wealths.  We have to do something to protect them, and that is why we are now encouraging as part of this Pacific Year of the Reefs in conjunction with the South Pacific Regional Program on Environment that we must now start to promote community based coastal management plan.  We must now start to promote the plan.  It is a new thing.  And sometimes when we talk about new things we are bored.  But these things are real.  They are very much central to the way that we do our things.  They care central to our livelihood and we cannot avoid it.  We must show interest.


Through the efforts of our Ministry and given the support this government and the Cabinet have shown, we will continue to push forward with our work on conservation on both sea and land terrestrial going on.


Mr Speaker, throughout the year there will be more activities happening in the areas of environment and conservation, and one of the most important thing that will happen in the middle of this year that I have already stated, is the launching of the Solomon Islands State of the Environment Report so that we know and take an inventory of the kind of environment we are living in.  What are the potentials?  What are the prospects we have out of that environment and what are the risk challenges that we will have to face?  That is what we are going to do in the middle of this year.


With all that, I hope it will generate good interest from our people.  Now that we have a good link with the government and other partner NGOs that have been working very well with all the communities, I believe that we will create a good working partnership that will better the relations and also bring about a better outcome within our environment sector.


Mr Speaker, I am not going to talk long.  I support all the comments that have been made.  I just want to mention some of these points because I think this Seventh Meeting has been a very successful meeting.  Now that it strikes at 12 o’clock and our sugar level drops that we need to go out and recharge ourselves, I will stop here.   But I think it was a very successful Seventh Meeting Mr Speaker.  In spite of some of the flip sides I have mentioned, I noted the discussions and debates have been very vibrant and lively.  I must thank the Leader of the Opposition for leading a very strong Opposition Group in raising and articulating all these issues.  It has been very lively and I am sure we have benefited a lot from these discussions.


Just a last point I want to mention here.  We have seen some good changes that have happened in the proceedings of Parliament as well, especially in the Committee of Supply.  You reminded us, Mr Speaker, to ensure that we follow good procedures and these procedures have now been actually clearly spelt out in amendments, re-committal of heads into the committee of supply.  These are new things and it adds on to making Parliament very active and lively, focusing on important responsibilities we have.


Mr Speaker, I must stop here.  But I thank all of us.  I wish all Members of Parliament a happy return home and I commend all of us at this very successful Seventh Meeting of Parliament.  


With those remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Sitting suspended for lunch break

Parliament resumes at 1.30 pm
Mr TOSIKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me the opportunity. Mr Speaker, first of all I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to your good office for successful conduct of this Parliament Sitting.  Thank you Parliament staff and respective staffs of all government departments for your hard work in compiling the Appropriation Bill or the National Budget 2008.  


Sir, I would also like to thank the Prime Minister and all his Cabinet Ministers of CNURA Government as well as the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Independent group and all my colleague MPs.  May I, on behalf of my people of West Honiara Constituency, thank you very much, Sir, for your leadership and direction.  I am obliged as a Member of Parliament to work with you all for the benefit of the government and people of Solomon Islands.  


Mr Speaker, in my contribution to the motion of sine die, I am going to reflect on two key areas - reflection on the issue of policy matters affecting our national development programs and plans focusing on my constituency’s development aspirations.


Mr Speaker, in order for us honourble Members of Parliament to understand and appreciate the appropriateness and relevance of our government’s approach to national unity and rural advancement or the bottom up approach as previously advocated by the former government, may I start by looking at the history of our development track records in regards to some serious threats that pose new challenges to our country as a whole.  


From the Personal Viability training course I attended last year on the 2nd and 3rd July 2007, I noted the following as very important and relevant, which I would like to share at this very important meeting of Parliament.


Mr Speaker, we now seem to be a slave of system that man has created.  We were once a colonial British Government inheriting a system of government, which was with us for about 85 years from 1893 to 1978, and this year it will be our 30 years of independence, a total of 115 years.  

Sir, in order to empower the people of this country to take charge of their own development, it is absolutely important that their involvement and active participation is legitimate and legalize through the establishment of a civil authority.  This civil authority is premised on a demand driven system that empowers the people and links them to their economy and political forces of the country, enabling them to participate intelligently and actively.  It is by then that we have true community participation and involvement of people in development.


Mr Speaker, this demand driven approach development promotes transparency, accountability, and leads to peace progress, peace and prosperity.  The objective of this civil authority as seen is for the people of Solomon Islands to become self reliant, financially independent and prudently to achieve a Solomon Islands society that is healthy, wealthy, happy and wise. 
To achieve this objective, it is necessary to devise a mechanism that would enhance the people of Solomon Islands to take ownership of their destiny, raise their standard of living to be self-reliant and financially independent.  This process is achieved through a scheme of self-reliance program.  


Mr Speaker, before any form of development can be successfully implemented it is very vital today to install a demand driven system as the alternative development strategy, a supply driven system where the supply of money usually by the government or donor partner despite of good intentions make unilateral development decisions.  We have realized that this does not work or further it makes unnecessary demands on individuals and communities who are not prepared to meaningfully participate.  
I believe some serious thinking has been going on and some serious questions have been asked by National Leaders.  For example, what is the meaning of sustainable development?  The obvious answer is that any form of development that must be able to sustain itself and secondly, with their participation they are able to sustain themselves without further assistance of any kind.  


In other words, sustainable development must start on the foundation of self-reliance and self-independence.  This brings me to the policy of the government that it said is people-centered to improve the livelihoods of people.  In fact, our society is from the national government to provincial and local level of government and churches, non-government organizations and other institutions, communities and the people.  


Mr Speaker, this means all policies and programs for sustainable development must be based on self reliance and financial independence. 

I would like to use a real life story from my village about an old man who once shared some practical applications of self-reliance.  He planted a plantation of banana.  As the bananas have fruits and ripened people used to walk past and ask him for a ripe banana from the trees.  He would respond by cutting the full bunch of banana from the tree and take out new sucks from the banana and gave it to the people who ask.  They would always question why he has to give the full bunch of banana and new shoots.  His answer would be - I give it to you so that you eat it and plant a banana suck so that you do not come back and ask again.  


In a similar manner, I can think of the famous Chinese saying, “you give a person fish, and you feed him for a day.  Teach him how to fish and he will eat fish for his lifetime”.  


The development approach which we would be advocating in our plans for development is a purpose in teaching our people how to plant bananas.  This means that we create opportunities for the people to learn how to plant their bananas.  

The example here, Mr Speaker, is that banana is a rare plant that when planted there is no need to water it or so.  It will reproduce itself.  It is only the cleaning process that you need to do.  I noted that this is one of the mainstays or one of the main products that people of Guadalcanal have.  They always sell banana on the basis that there is no hard work.  You plant a plantation of banana and you keep on harvesting it.  


The basic philosopher behind this parabolic thinking is to really address the basic needs of life.  In life we often look to quick-fix of our problems.  Invariably, this means attacking the symptoms of the problem for quick results.  Tackling the underlying causes of the problem is taking considerable time and planning with efforts and so we become careless in our approach.  
We have been in our comfortable zones for many years and do not feel very comfortable in taking new risks.  This is just like the example I always referred to that we are sitting in a comfortable circle but there is another risk area and there is another bigger comfort circle outside but very few people take the risk of going out so that they can further experience a bigger comfort zone.  


As we are serious about addressing the problems of Solomon Islands, we now must find the cause of these problems and develop remedies to help eradicate the cause of the problems.  We must develop programs based on philosophies that do not create further problems.  
In order to alleviate problems, Mr Speaker, we must teach our people how to fish and plant the banana and set them free to be masters of their own destiny.  Policy reforms and systems need to be refocused towards this goal of teaching people how to fish and plant their bananas.  There must be an attitude change towards development if we are to succeed in developing Solomon Islands. 

 I can recall one of the stories about the Indians.  When Indians find a plot of land their lives become successful.  It is only when they have the opportunity to have land they can become successful people.  Here in Solomon Islands we have a lot of land that are vacant and not cultivated and yet we are still complaining and we are still asking for money.  But the resources we have can enable us develop this country into one of the strong economic countries in the world as we have a lot of resources like timber, gold, fish and so forth.  

We all need money for things to happen.  It is the means of buying that we need but it is not a God to be worshiped.  Money offers financial prosperity as the only universal god but there are other kinds of prosperity that are valuable, if not more valuable than financial prosperity.  We have emotional prosperity, physical prosperity, mental prosperity, social prosperity and spiritual prosperity.  Life itself and its purpose surely are more important.  


I remember a person who is a millionaire who has a lot of money in the bank.  When he died nobody knows about him because money is not everything.  He has no physical and spiritual future although he has a lot of money.  

Another example too is about a person from Japan who was earning money and one day went to his house and threw those money into one of the rooms and at the end of the day when he died they found that he was problematic.  Therefore, money will only be valuable to us if we use it to satisfy all the aspects of life.  


The capitalist system that we inherited has divided the rich and the poor.  We owe our lives to get more money but we do not seem to be happy people.  We seem to be only promoting greed, capitalism and rob the poor of their democratic right to choose. 

 Money buys people’s power during the elections.   When this happens it is ‘who you know’ and not ‘what you know’ that counts.  This leads me to how elections in this country have been held.  
A lot of people were using money to entice people, and that is the end of it.  When you go to the people who use money, they will say ‘I paid you some kind of money before you voted for me’.  This is why some of the money we receive in here for the people is for good intentions, and that is to help the poor people back in the rural areas but the money never ends up on them because we say we paid them upfront to come into Parliament.  


This is a democratic country that upholds the principles of good governance and we advocate an open society where people are free to make their own minds and are encouraged to participate with the government.  In other words, we want the process to be market-driven, and not to be simply driven by, as in the case of most countries. 


Mr Speaker, we need money but capitalism must be our slave to be used for our needs and not our master, which is happening.  Judging by the way most people and our government working all their lives to accumulate more capital but the more money we accumulate we certainly will breed more jealousy, selfishness, hatred, divorce, humanity are the wars we hear almost everyday on television and newspapers.  


Mr Speaker, it is money that creates mistrust, creates divided families and divided country. I also realize from my observation in this Parliament that most of us are driven by this force, the force of money to get power, to get recognition.  These are some of the things we must address and redirect our attitude towards harmonizing to become a good government or good Parliament in Solomon Islands.


The judicial system is kept busy with expensive lawyers to fight for money.  There is hardly a court case that is not about money.  It seems money is the only reason.  This means at the end of human activity nothing gets done unless it involves money.  Nothing gets on the balance sheet unless it has a price tag as if money is the only way to measure prosperity or success.  Human resource is not yet mentioned in any funds or balance sheet.  


A holistic development approach is what this country needs, and it is about developing our human resources.  If we are physically fit, mentally fit, spiritually fit, emotionally fit, and financially fit comes prosperity when we want it.  


Mr Speaker, Solomon Islands is blessed and abundantly rich in natural resources provided by our Creator but why are our human plans not seem to be working the way we want?  Why is Solomon Islands labeled as poor?  Why are people labelled poor?  Why can’t the government implement the policies and make it to the satisfaction of the people?  Why do we have so many problems and no solutions?  Why are there very few genuine entrepreneurs?  These are some of the questions we need to ask so that we develop policies that go in line with these questions so that we can feel the aspirations of this country to put in our policies and development programs.  


The main reason is that we have not been investing in people.  Self-reliance and financial independence is not possible without helping the people develop the skills they have and organize it to use the knowledge and resources given to us by the Creator.  The reason why plans are rarely or poorly implemented is because we focus on preparing plans but do not prepare the person who is going to implement the plans.  

This gives me the point that even if we have good polices but if our work force, the Public Service is not properly taught to implement these policies then these policies will not drive them selves.  It is people who are the center that will drive the policies and aspirations of any government.  
Years and years we have been making plans for self and so forth?  This is a top down approach.  Leaders like policies and national planners prepare plans to reflect government policies but no one today is focused on preparing our human resources as a prerequisite to meaningful development. 

The most important and most valuable resources is our human resource. Other countries do not have resources.  They only train their people.  They send their people overseas to take degrees, masters, doctorates, and so forth and that is the base of their economy - their human resource.  

We want meaningful development that involves the majority of our people as active participants to development. We must develop our people first to participate in any developments if we need to progress.  

The preparation of our human resource is focused more on character and confidence.  I learned from the Personal Viability Program (PV) that character and confidence is a person that has honesty and sincerity.  It is a person who has loyalty to what he wants to achieve. To become viable people to manage the system and become functional is what sustainable development is all about. 
Our national development strategy must realign its focus on holistic human development and entrepreneur development as a priority.  This is why the Personal Viable introduced last year came into being and I took note of where it is now heading.

Mr Speaker, what I am trying to put forward here is that we talk about rural development but we must be sincere and honest.  Give people who are trained on this personal viability with money and resources they need to start off with their business if we want to move this country forward because these people have confidence, have competent characters to run business because they have seen the vision, they have seen the future.  If we are sincere in wanting to move this country, we start off with the people who have the ability already.  


Sir, I congratulate the former Prime Minister for recognition given at that time.  I believe if people in all provinces are given the opportunity to undergo the Personal Viability Training, they will come out soon to give their personal evidence and testimonies on how effective the program has been in changing their lifestyles in what they are now engaged in as their local projects.


By now I noted that the program has spread its wings to Choiseul, Western, Guadalcanal, Malaita, Temotu, Central, Isabel, Makira and Honiara.  I believe the recipients of PV in this country who are listening will agree with me that to grow this nation we must first look at the end to show people how to be creative in thinking and action.



The personal viability training program is about the worth of individual and the importance of individual fulfillment.  Personal viability itself is self educated to develop within oneself, induce to draw out and to grow through use.  Personal viability is designed specifically to train the minds of our people to work efficiently for their own benefits.  

Secondly, as we are a nation of communities, we must begin to mobilize our families and communities and our institutions along with our natural resources to work towards achieving our national goals.  This is contrary to the top down approach of providing access to credit as a strategy to alleviate poverty and economic development.


Mr Speaker, progress and development is only measured by monetary term.  The development of human asset is not seen as a priority because capitalism drives to seek the cheap labour and use of our land and natural resources, not for our benefit but for the benefit of other people outside.


While people are worried about the HIV/AIDS, we are seeing a virus being injected into our livelihood, which is the AIDS Syndrome. It is a new virus of the Pacific states.


In one of the speeches by the Vice President of Taiwan at the opening of the Democratic Pacific Assembly on 19th September 2003, she stated and I quote:  “Since the end of Second World War the world has seen an interpretable series of conflict over marine resources, territorial waters and other interests.  Competition among sea powers is no less intense than that seen on the land of the battles in the 19th Century.  The Pacific Ocean is bordered by Asia, Oceania, Antarctica and the Americas.  It includes 24 seas and covers a total area of 179,680,000 square kilometres.  It accounts for 35.2% of the earth’s surface and 49.8% of the world’s ocean area.  

The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean in the world with 8,585 miles long and 10,745 miles wide.  The Pacific is the home of $2 billion people, 30 nations and about 40% of the world’s population.  The Pacific Region is rich in natural resources.  Fisheries production amounts to 45% of the global total and more than 90% of marine products originate from the Pacific waters.


A continental shelve deposit of oil and natural gas in the Pacific regions are among the most plentiful in the world.  Underneath the Pacific seabed lies stores of magnesium, nickel, cobalt and copper, and tens to the thousand times richer than on land.  In addition, we have zinc, aluminium coal, iron which are also in abundant”. Therefore, you will now know why unrest and stability in the Pacific area in Solomon Islands is thought to directly influence peace and development in the region.

I quote this, Mr Speaker, because under the last regime, under the last government, we were proposing a proposal and I am quite happy with the report from the Ministry of Mines that they are carrying out research on the content of the seabed that we have with Papua New Guinea and Micronesia.  
I want to stress here that we must at all effort and at all cost do this so that we can increase the resource base of Solomon Islands.  Reports indicate that that seabed is rich in nickel and also oil.


Mr Speaker, I urge the CNURA Government to make proposals before 2009.  If we cannot make a proposal to the United Nations before 2009 then that continental shelf for that seabed would be claimed by others.  This is my sincere request to the present government.  I would like to beg the government to look seriously into making a submission to the UN.


Mr Speaker, development must start with people and not just on infrastructures.  People must be the base of all developments.  People must be motivated to develop our young country.  People must lead instead of being led by money.


Mr Speaker, I will now touch on some of the points raised during the debate on the Budget, especially on the CDOs.  I think the CDO syndrome is like a wife married to a man and has a son with her.  Then another man marries that wife again and because that son is the son of the previous father the second father dislikes the son and wants to push him out of the family.  
I say this because CDOs are officers who work closely with the government right down in the rural areas to push up rural development or rural advancement.  If we look carefully there are a lot of TAs we engage in similar activities.  

We want to get information directly from our people and this is one of the reasons why we want CDOs to be part of the system.  It is quite heartening to note that CDOs contracts will be reconsidered and so forth.  Why not give them some kind of allowable time when their contract is finished before you reconsider their contracts again.  
I am saying this because we are talking about 50 people looking after 50 constituencies in Solomon Islands.  They are human beings just like all of us here and we are trying to create a burden on them.  


Sir, it is my sincere request that the CNURA Government looks critically into this area and try to advance some kind of thinking and be lenient to these people.  When they entered the contracts it was the enticement of that contract that made them to work efficiently and effectively, and if you relinquish their contracts I believe that none of them will make a report to Parliament.


The other issue is we talk too much about nepotism, accountability and so forth.  This has frequently been in the newspapers in the last months’ newspapers and my thinking is, why does this particular Minister not listens to his Cabinet.  Why has this particular Minister ignored prudent advice from others and instead select his own board members.  The question is why?  Are we not taking control of our Ministers to make appointments?  
The power is under them but again when we look critically into those appointments, this is the first time in history of Solomon Islands that a minister appoints his own wife to become a member in two boards.  This is morally wrong.  Commonsense can tell you that it is wrong.  The Minister has made a statement in public revoking the appointment but I am yet to see the revocation notice.  This does not speak well of accountability and transparency that we all have been talking about.  It does not.


The other issue I want to bring to our attention is on the vehicle issue.  I attended a court case and the court said this is a very trivial matter.  It is a not big thing in the world.  We have never been informed.  We have never received letters from the responsible Minister telling us that our offer was not considered by the present government.  What it really boils down to is that you have only two years and we too have two years, and whether you like it or not we are former Ministers.  The provision states this very clear.


What is suggested here is if you finish after your two years in Parliament, does this mean you will not be qualified to get the vehicles?  There is some kind of injustice in this area.  
We are all parliamentarians.  Whether you like or not I am an elected leader, and so are you.  What is the fuss and hush about this?  I am saying this because it was done by the government.  I am saying this because Ministers were involved in this.  You treat us just like people on the street.  You treat us like people with no credibility, people not elected?  I am surprised!


Yes, the PER states it very clear.  It says that if you are a former Minister you are entitled to purchase a vehicle and it gives 14 days to purchase the vehicle.  If you do not pay it within 14 days then it will be retrieved from you.  That is what the PER says.

Hon Fono (interjecting):  Term of Parliament, which is four years.

Mr Tosika:  There is no definition of the term Parliament in the PER in respect to this.  I read the PER.  
What I am raising here is because this will bring about the future of this Parliament.  We have systems in place that we have to follow.  This is like hijacking the system and taking it straight to the court.  That is what I am trying to express here.  


I am surprised to receive a court warrant to appear in court for something that I was being given the opportunity for under the Parliamentary Entitlements Regulation.  This is what I am trying to say.  The government now when it negotiated this thing, and when a new government takes over it will say I am the one who did this but governments come and go.  Whether you like it or not what you negotiated for may be five years ago would be fulfilled at a later time.  Many times we criticize ourselves saying this is my project, this is my project but what is the project of the government.
Mr Speaker, these are some of the things from my observation are chronic to this Parliament.  People tend to use these things as their yardstick to say they are the only leaders who does things that happen in Solomon Islands.  They did not realize that it is a concerted effort.  It is the effort of all parliamentarians who made up policies and the program of our country, Solomon Islands.


With these few words, Mr Speaker, I would like to sincerely thank you for your patience and also for the work of the Deputy Speaker who has been elected to assist you.  I am grateful with his appointment because he has a lot of experience in this field.


With this, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Mr WALE:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to contribute to this important motion. 

Before doing so, I would like to thank my good people, chiefs, youth, women and church leaders of Aoke/Langa Langa for the trust they have placed on me to represent them in this honourable House.  I made pledge to them to serve them well to the best of my ability in representing them in Parliament.  This is a pledge I am committed to fulfilling, and I suppose time will be the judge of whether at the end of my tenure I have fulfilled it.


Mr Speaker, leadership is a two way street and so I look forward to the continuing prayers, cooperation and support of my good people to ensure that I am effective as their representative and sensitive as their leader.


Mr Speaker, I also wish to acknowledge the leadership provided by my two predecessors in this House.  They have contributed significantly to the national leadership, and have left shoes too big for me to fill.  Sir, I shall endeavour to carry on from where they left.

Mr Speaker, I also wish to thank honourable colleagues for their well wishes on my election into the house.  I look forward to working closely with all Members of the House on all sides to seek the betterment of our country and its people.  


Solomon Islands is a relatively small nation with a relatively small though fast growing population.  It is up to us national leaders to establish close and constructive cooperation on matters of policy and national interest to substantively move the country forward. 


Mr Speaker, the engagement on the floor of the House over the Budget has been a demonstration of this kind of cooperation.  A cooperation that is constructive and positive that seeks the best outcomes for our people and nation.  Mr Speaker, this kind of cooperation gives us a glimpse of what is possible and would give hope to our people that their national leaders are forward looking and focus on what is good for the nation and not blinded by peripheral and perhaps personality issues.


Mr Speaker, for any society to progress there must be a vision clearly articulated by its leadership to help galvanize support, efforts and resources of all stakeholders in a certain direction in nation building.  A vision also helps us, mere humans as we are, to see clearly what direction is better and within that what priorities are important in progressing our nation building.  There are a lot of issues to be addressed and without a sense of what is strategic, it would be fairly easy to become overwhelmed by the mundane and lose any sense of direction, priority and urgency.


Mr Speaker, government is important to any society.  And it is either that government is a positive agent in society or that it sinks into irrelevance if it does not positively touch the lives of the people it ought to serve.  The government must serve the vast majority of its people and not just the interest of a few.  

There are some policy tensions in these considerations.  For instance, from a physical policy standpoint, it is important that we reduce the size of government, but from a service delivery standpoint, the size of government has a direct bearing on whether it is able to deliver services in a timely manner and at a reasonable quality.  

Mr Speaker, another of these tensions is the consideration of whether more resources should be ploughed into sectors that contribute most revenue to the government, when the sectors with greatest need are where the vast majority of our people are.  These tensions bear on most policy considerations and responsible government must be to hold these in balance.

Mr Speaker the natural resources of any country are important to its development, however, we do not need to look very far to see how countries in our own region richly endowed with natural resources remain as aid dependent as we are, if not more.

Sir, even if Solomon Island should have plentiful reserves of natural resources, this on its own cannot guarantee sustainable development and improve living standards in our villages.  The most strategic resource for any country is its leadership.  It is leadership that is responsible for articulating of vision, setting strategic direction and the best mix of public policy options open to the government, because leadership is the number one strategic resource we must be deliberate in investing in leadership across the various levels of our society.  

Without good leadership the exploitation of our natural resources will only benefit a few and disempowered the majority who will be worse of.  This has generally been our experience with the forest resource and its exploitation.  

It has been suggested that as a society we are suffering from a leadership crisis.  Our traditional cultures had set processes for the selection, preparation, education and mentoring of leaders.  With the onset of Western systems of government and education, we seem to have lost our sense of balance on this important pillar of our society.  

Our experience since independence would seem to suggest that at least at the national level leadership has generally speaking, not been about vision and what is strategic.  It has mostly been about keeping the wheels in motion.  

Sir, power politics has hijacked the diversity that is the beauty and strength of our society, fuel the regionalism that has only serve to deepen mistrust and projected personality politics as the primary determining factor in leadership selection.  Never, Sir, has any leadership lobbying process been about policy options.  

Sir, our people want to take leadership seriously and we their leaders must do likewise.  We have learned the hard way in recent times on what happens when people perceive their leaders as not listening to them.

Mr Speaker, there is urgent need for reform in our leadership selection processes to more closely reflect the wishes of the electorate after a general election and minimize and mitigate against the fluidity that lends itself to violence and the horse trading that has characterised our  prime ministerial elections.  

Sir, it would seem to me that this power play is very similar at the constituency level and must be addressed.  If we are half serious about building the society into a robust and confident nation as we tend to preach, we would take a serious look at these leadership questions and seek solutions.  Whatever political persuasion one has, we all agree that our nation and society cannot progress without ethical leadership.  
Solomon Islands is becoming a pluralistic society.  Pluralism ought to be a strength that we cultivate, treasure, promote and protect.  Diversity in our society enriches the whole, but again it takes ethical leadership to harness diversity.  Our leaders must not drive us back into the perceived safety of our cocoons away from the diversity that can enrich us.  The reactionary politics that uses ethnicity and race to create a power base must not be allowed to take root in our society.  It cannot be the way to build a future society.  

Mr Speaker, the problems of recent years can safely be traced to deficiencies, weaknesses, and failures in leadership at various levels.  Mr Speaker, it is a healthy sign when ordinary people are able to question the actions, inactions and decisions of their leaders.  There has been the tendency to try to intimidate people from raising questions.  We must accept that we do not all have the same perception, understanding, demeanour and approach to everything, and so questions help to check on leadership. 

Sir, some leaders have given the impression that anybody who thinks differently from them cannot be a good enough Solomon Islander as they are or that some how they are inferior as human beings.  Often if somebody is raising a question, a leader then labels that person as either an intending candidate or a supporter of those opposed to the leader.  So, what if they are an intending candidate; a question needs an answer.  

Sir, this propensity to intimidate questions deprives leadership of an important ingredient to their maturity and effectiveness and impedes growth in our democracy.  

Mr Speaker, I will now turn to the areas of the government’s policy focus for the next two years.  In its international relations, Solomon Islands must work towards a platform of mutual respect and trust.  There cannot be any meaningful partnerships and/or constructive dialogue with neighbours and donor partners in the absence of mutual respect and trust.  Sir, the absence of these two basic elements would render our foreign policy mercenary.  
Mr Speaker, it goes without saying that the government must guard against the deliberate or by default undermining of our nation’s sovereignty either by its own neglect or by the design of other nations.  However, within the context of bilateral relations built on mutual respect and trust, such perceived problems can be discussed and resolved.  Sir, Solomon Islands cannot afford to adopt an adversarial approach in the conduct of its international relations.  Solomon Islands cannot afford to have nor does it need enemies. 

Mr Speaker, Solomon Islands’ sovereignty and national interest are best protected and promoted through contractive dialogue with neighbours and partners.  Constructive dialogue does not occur in the absence of mutual respect and trust.  Our foreign relations and policy must not be driven by paranoia nor conducted under a siege mentality informed by mere allegations and conspiracy theories.  

Mr Speaker, we are not inferior to anyone else and we can manage our foreign policy to protect and advance our national interests.  If we accept that it is right that our foreign policy must protect and advance our national interest, then consistent with the principle of reciprocity we must accept that our partners and friends may have the same motivation.  There is no need to fear this or become paranoid about it.  We manage our foreign relations within this reality and build regional and like minded alliances as platforms and tools within this context.  
Sir, we must not suffer an inferiority complex and so refuse to dialogue with our partners and neighbours.  We must have the confidence to take our place amongst the family of nations and advance our interest through rational dialogue.  

Mr Speaker, if our positions on various issues impacting on our foreign relations are rational, we should be confident in advancing it in dialogue with other nations.  Isolating ourselves and refusing to enter into a dialogue betrays our lack of confidence to present our case coherently.  

Sir, globalisation and its effects are already upon us.  Small island states with open and vulnerable economies need to build critical mass and economies of scale.  Within this backdrop, Solomon Islands cannot afford to antagonise its neighbours nor actively seek isolation in the region for no apparent sensible reason. 

Sir, on donor engagement, the Paris Declaration sets out clearly the points of reference for both donor and recipient countries.  The onus is on us to creatively engage with our donor partners on the basis of the Paris Declaration in pursuit of our development aspirations.  Similarly, a Port Moresby Declaration of Partnerships for development provides a similar framework for the Pacific. These are important platforms open to us in our engagement with our donor partners.  The only constraints we face will be our own lack of creativity and lack of confidence in advancing our development aspirations.  


Mr Speaker, on reconciliation I have only a few comments to make.  I applaud the efforts of all those who have tirelessly worked to see meaningful reconciliation within and between our communities.  It is simplistic and dismissive to label any of the various reconciliation ceremonies held to date as failures.  It is grossly unfair to those who have committed their lives and labour to this very important task and those who benefited from them. 

Sir, just because some people shed crocodile tears during some of these ceremonies does not mean that this is the case for everyone who attended.  There have been more good feedbacks coming back from the Weather Coast reconciliations than bad.  Let us not become fixated on the negatives.  It is too easy to criticise but much harder to initiate constructive positive change.  We must not ignore the negative however but we must see it for what it is and find solutions.  
Sir, at this point I will want to digress and express my regret at the sense of bitterness that seems to emanate from the Honourable Leader of Opposition over his removal from the office of Prime Minister.  

Sir, he is very constructive in all his other contributions but fire seems to come out of him when his memory reminds him of his removal.  It is a difficult thing to come to terms with I am sure but I want to encourage the Leader of Opposition to seek the grace to embrace forgiveness and reconciliation.  His effectiveness as a leader is adversely affected when the sense of bitterness comes out.  

This country wants to see the honourable Leader of the Opposition to be in his prime, in his effectiveness unconstrained by these negative emotions.  However, Mr Speaker, reconciliation cannot be forced, it has to come from the heart to have any meaning, and I pray that the Leader of Opposition will at least give some reflection to this need.  
Mr Speaker, reconciliation must happen at the various levels of our society, each having its own level of significance and impact on creating an environment conducive to individual and community reconciliations.  Mr Speaker, reconciliation is not an end in itself; it is a means to an end.  This nation has been crying out for healing and the various fronts and levels of the reconciliation move us closer to that end.  We all know that at the individual and community level, true and meaningful reconciliation is not possible without truth being known and confessed or admitted.  Confessed truth enables the victim to choose to forgive even if the offender is unrepentant.  

Sir, truth provides some basis for restitution.  Truth is absolutely pivotal to meaningful reconciliation and justice that restores relationships and the dignity of human beings of both victims and offenders within the community.  We cannot therefore hope to see true healing in our society without a close approximation of the truth of what happened to whom and when during the social conflict.  Individuals and communities must make the deliberate choice to ensure truth will liberate as opposed to it initiating a cycle of revenge.  This is a responsibility of leadership at the various levels.  Mr Speaker, this in essence is the crux of the proposed Truth and Reconciliation Commission process.  However, the stage will be set for this by the reconciliations happening at other levels.  
Mr Speaker, the critical success factor is trustworthy leadership.  National leaders must be trusted to participate honestly and honourably in such processes and ensure that the process is not hijacked.  Truth will set our country free from the possibility of repeating history.  It would be an indictment on our leadership if after the conclusion of such a process, the same questions are still being asked because truth has been difficult to establish. 

Mr Speaker, as a country we cannot keep looking back however a healthy dose of introspection and retrospection is necessary to ensure we are not doom to repeat history and are liberated to look forward.  We and our children must never forget the causes of and what happened during the social conflict.  This knowledge will enable us to learn as a society never to go back.  
Mr Speaker, on the question of compensation there is no one definitive answer.  Certainly our recent national experience has been a terrifying one.  Further a monetised peace process is disempowering to the community and seems only to serve the interest of a few.  To suggest that the government should become the financier of a compensation scheme is suggesting that the government is unreasonably tied down with a burden it is clearly unable to afford either now or into the foreseeable future.  
Mr Speaker, this calls for responsible leadership in this House and at other levels to ensure expectations are moderated.  Statements calculated to raise expectations or inflame sensibilities cannot be judged responsible.


Mr Speaker, reconciliation is but one important factor in creating a stable Solomon Islands society, the vision articulated by the Honourable Prime Minister in January of this year.  Sustainable, economic and employment opportunities must be created by the government to productively engage our people of working age and underwrite social cohesion.  Although this applies equally throughout the country, it is of urgent need on Malaita, and therefore the major national and infrastructure projects on Malaita demonstrate the government’s seriousness in building a stable Solomon Islands’ society.


The upgrading of Munda to international airport status demonstrates the government’s commitment to opening up tourism in the Western Province.  Sir, these developments will go a long way from the over concentration of national projects on Guadalcanal.


Sir, far from these projects being standalone outside of an overall development concept, they are deliberately placed to achieve a balanced mix of social and economic policy options.  Sir, national unity and social cohesion are utmost strategic fundamentals for any government.  However, sustainable, national, social cohesion can only be underpinned by sustainable economic and employment opportunities for our people where they are.


Sir, the government alone cannot achieve these objectives.  There is a clear need for robust and productive partnerships with the private sector, the non state sector and donor partners in pursuit of these policy objectives.  We must not become simplistic in our perception of these issues and the public policy options open to us.  Whilst the government must play an initial lead role as a catalyst for these developments, other stakeholders must be proactively encouraged to participate as well. 


Mr Speaker, before taking my seat, I wish to register my thanks to the Minister of Finance and his staff for the hard work into getting the Budget to Parliament.  I also wish to congratulate the CNURA Government for its first Budget and the Honourable Prime Minister for maintaining his smile throughout these proceedings.

(hear, hear)

The challenge is now to implement it of course as raised by the Honourable Leader of the Opposition.  


Sir, I appreciate the constructive and positive demeanor, disposition and engagement by the Leader of the Opposition and the Opposition Bench right throughout the deliberations on the Budget.


Mr Speaker, I wish also to thank you for your able leadership and direction of the House in its deliberations and in your absence, that of your deputy, and I wish also to thank your staff.


With these few remarks, I support the motion.

Hon KOLI:   Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to contribute to the Sine Die debate moved by the Honourable Prime Minister on Tuesday, 8th April 2008.


Mr Speaker, I am not going to talk about anything big, rather I will try and identify some of the common things that we often overlook but which I believe have some negative impact on our society.


Mr Speaker, times have changed and are changing fast but we have not changed, and if anything we are going backwards.  This therefore questions the integrity of our development plans.


The changes of globalization have caught us where we are, and I believe it is not to our advantage and not to the benefit of the country and its people either.  We have not had time to pick up on the changes and go with it because we do not understand and know how to change our lives accordingly.  This is sad but true.

Mr Speaker, pick any sector in our society and analyse it properly and you will find that major changes have taken place with little improvement in society and the country.  The changes were not initiated by us but were imposed upon us.  The changes are external and superficial, not moral and spiritual.  If anything, Mr Speaker, the moral and spiritual aspects of our society have been mostly victimized to our incapacity.


Mr Speaker, let us take religion for example.  We have a lot of churches coming into the country in recent times, and many people are moving out of traditional church practices that once held our communities together.


Mr Speaker reverence is no longer there in the churches.  Respect for elders, mothers and fathers as taught by the 5th Commandment is thrown out and family sacredness is no longer there.  You go to most communities in rural Solomon Islands and you will find the church pews becoming empty.  This is true for all churches.


The question I would like to pose to all thinking leaders and people of this country is “is there a hidden agenda to do away with religion, traditional values and so forth to undermine our integrity and cohesion as a society?”  I do not know and that is why I am asking this question.


The other reason for asking the question is that “is there something that we as leaders can do about it or is it too late?”  Do we need some moral and spiritual reforms of our economic and financial reforms in this country?  I feel that a moral and spiritual revival or reform is badly needed at this stage of our national growth.  How can we bring back family time and worship time to the families of Solomon Islanders?  How can we fill seats in the churches?  If we cannot do anything about this then all other changes will be in doubt.


Mr Speaker, the energy and inertia inherent in economic growth is hidden in the inner man of God.  Without God in the man, all is vanity.


Mr Speaker, as I have mentioned I am going to talk about basics and nothing complicated.  Let me take music for example.  I do not know much about music and I do not know how to sing too.  I do know, however, that there are various and different kinds of music.  You have rock music, you have reggae music, you have rap music, you have hip hop music, you have classical music and you have jazz and so forth.  These are said to be the music of globalization and enlightenment.  Is it true?  Mr Speaker?  I doubt it very much.


Mr Speaker, let me make it absolutely clear that such church music and certain other music for entertainment should be cherished as good and a blessing to the human family.  But with reggae music, heavy rock music, hip hop music, etc comes drugs, alcohol, marijuana, tobacco, disobedience, crime, teenage pregnancy, broken marriages, noodle hair and dreadlock hair style, to mention some bad effects.  These are things we have not seen in our society before.  Are these good changes?  Obviously not!  The effects of music have created a lot of problems for our youths and society in general.


If we want to have quality human resource, we need to look at these areas and insert control where appropriate to secure the future of this country.


We talk about big projects and development but forget the essentials of development to do with rational disciplined of law abiding citizens.  How do we secure a society of like citizens?  Mr Speaker, that is the real challenge and if anything underscores true development.


Mr Speaker, the late MP for Aoke/Langa Langa often refers to true development as when a son is better than his father.  Mr Speaker, with the trend we are going, with many dropouts doing nothing and the inadvertent encouragement of bad music and drugs, the inevitable is the potential fragmentation of our society making us vulnerable to foreign exploitation.


Mr Speaker, we have seen exploitation in our midst, feel it in our flesh, driven us crazy and if nothing is done we are doomed to perpetual suffering, which if anything is of our own making by history and ignorance consequent to indecisiveness.


Mr Speaker, we are sponsoring music festivals left, right and centre in the name of involving youths.  Are we really involving them in the right things that edifies them to become good productive citizens?  I beg to differ in this instance.


Mr Speaker, I am afraid but not with the kind of music that we encourage our youths in this country.  Leaders should encourage youths to attend church programs and not reggae music festivals.


Mr Speaker, we have a huge young population base that at the current rate of development is left out so to speak.  They do not have jobs because we do not create jobs or we do no provide the opportunity for them to create their own employment and so they are escaping to music, dugs, crime and so forth.


Mr Speaker, we must collectively, as leaders look at ways of addressing these issues to help our young people.  We must be decision makers and decision makers we must be for our children and the future generation.


Mr Speaker, the government must come up with policies to do with family size control.  It is enough with families of seven children and above.  That kind of family size is unsustainable and counter productive to economic development.  It may have its merits in the subsistence economy but not in the days of globalization as it is today.


Mr Speaker, when we have or encourage small families, we are essentially encouraging good education, good health, good law-abiding citizens and ultimately development in its totality.  Good education because two or three children is easy to manage in terms of providing good food for brain development, easy to meet school fees and other needs, easy to clothe and house, and easy to discipline.


Mr Speaker, when you have too many children on the other hand, the basic needs and wants are difficult to meet.  Much more, there is no discipline in the home, and it is to the disadvantage of the children.  We are creating problems for our children.  Mr Speaker, this kind of message must be preached as we cannot hold on to practices that are not helpful at the personal, family and community levels.  Leaders must be convicted to take the lead in these areas as it is foundational for holistic growth in any society.


Mr Speaker, the scenario is worsened by the fact that with the new information technology, kids now have easy access to hear bad music privately through earphones that are difficult to control by parents.  Children now watch TV, DVDs, computer programs etc, privately that do not add moral growth to their future life but reduces them to disobedient, disrespectful, proud and boastful young people.  
As a country we do not want that kind of generation after us and it is imperative that we take the necessary steps required to ensure that we have a bright and prosperous future for our children.


Mr Speaker, before I move on may I reiterate that the correction of these issues that underscore moral and spiritual degradation in our society, reflected in our poor economic growth, must not be left unattended.  As responsible leaders of this country it is about time we stand up as leaders and ensure that these issues are dealt with as a matter of national priority.


We must not lead to enjoy ourselves but we must sacrifice and make decisions that will benefit future generations now and hereafter.


Mr Speaker, before I close, may I take this opportunity to advise my people of East Guadalcanal Constituency 

(hear, hear)

and the country at large that with the passing of the 2008 Appropriation Bill, there are certain ministries from which financial help can be sourced apart from the RCDF. Mr Speaker, I would like to see that people who have the ability to do certain things for themselves and the country are screened and allowed to access these funds to enable them participate in the economic development of the country.


May I also advise that chance comes only but once and people who are privileged to be allocated these funds must make proper and sustainable use of the funds.   You have yourself to blame if you abuse the blessing.


Mr Speaker, the Ministries that can assist people with development funds are the Ministry of Agriculture & Livestock, the Ministry of Development Planning and Aid Coordination, the Ministry of Fisheries, Ministry of Forestry, and the Ministry of Rural Development and Indigenous Business.


The Ministry of Agriculture has a number of development funding areas that cover cattle, rice, copra, cocoa, honey and others.  The Ministry of fisheries has budget for rural fisheries enterprise and support to rural fishermen and women.  The Ministry of Forestry has allocation for downstream processing and reforestation.  The Ministry of Development Planning and Aid Coordination has fund for millennium constituency development fund and constituency micro-project fund funded by the Republic of China.  The Ministry of Development and indigenous Business has funding to cater for rural constituency livelihoods funds.


Mr Speaker, people must be aware of these government provisions under the different ministries mentioned above so that they can apply and use these funds for their personal and community livelihood and the economic growth of our country as the ultimate objective.


Mr Speaker, in closing I wish to thank the government for the direction it has taken in appropriating funds to help our rural population under its rural advancement policy.  It is now up to the people to ensure that they make the best use of these funds to achieve the intentions envisaged by the government for our country.


Finally before I resume my seat, I would like to touch on some of the issues about my Ministry.  Mr Speaker, my Ministry has an allocation of $5million for water supply and sanitation to all the nine (9) provinces.  I will see my officials under the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Division as to how this can be distributed fairly to the nine provinces.  Water supply and sanitation in the rural areas is a concern to all of us about.


Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all doctors serving the Solomon Islands Government or private practitioners in the urban centres and rural areas.  I would like to sincerely thank the nurses serving in the urban and rural areas for your tireless service rendered to our people.  


Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all my divisional heads and officials working in the Ministry of Health and Medical Services.  Mr Speaker, there is need for more trained manpower in the field of Health and Medical Services.  My Ministry needs more trained doctors and nurses as we experienced an increase in population.  Many health centres and rural clinics need nurses to be posted to them.  
Sir, I would like to continue thank the Government of Cuba under the initiative of the GCC Government for the 50 scholarships that was offered to us and luckily we have sent 25 doctors and they are now at the Cuba Medical University.   


Mr Speaker, I would like the Minister of Infrastructure and AusAID to provide me and the Member for South Guadalcanal Constituency the Marau to Kuma Road Survey Report.  We would like to have a copy of that report.  When will the upgrading of this road take place, may I ask?


Mr Speaker, the Constituency Development Officer for East Guadalcanal Constituency and I will tour our constituency in the new future now that the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008 has passed.


Mr Speaker, my people and I are still looking forward to the rebuilding of the Marau Fisheries Centre.  We also request one (1) pump boat from the Ministry of Fisheries.  We want to be allocated with one pump boat to be in line with our Marau Fisheries Centre.  Sir, every week my people bring eskies of reef fish to Honiara.


Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all the people  of my constituency for your continuous support and looking forward in 2008 in achieving our goals, whether it be in the family, community, constituency, the Guadalcanal Provincial Government and the country as a whole.

With this short contribution, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

(applause)

Hon GUKUNA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Prime Minister too for moving this sine die motion which will bring to end this very important meeting of Parliament.


Mr Speaker, the big issue in the past three weeks which took up most of our time was the passage of the 2008 National Budget.  We spent time discussing this Budget making sure that we also assure our people out there in the villages and the islands that this Budget will advance rural development.  On Monday this week, we passed this Budget, satisfied that it is good enough to meet the good aims and objectives of our development plans.


Mr Speaker, as you know this Budget was not the only big issue of the past weeks, other big issues also happened during the course of this meeting, some of which have been very interesting.


In supporting this motion, Mr Speaker, I want to take this opportunity briefly comment on a few of these other issues that had caught my attention in the past weeks.  But before I do this, allow me, Sir, to first of all thank your good self for guiding the proceedings of the 2008 National Budget through this meeting.  

I thank your hard working staff also for looking after the needs of this House and for taking good care of us, and not forgetting Mr Speaker, I must also thank our police and other personnel who worked so hard to maintain security around this honourable House.  Thank you so much for your work.


Mr Speaker, over the past few weeks, we have observed very revealing developments taking place in the in the two China’s: namely the Republic of China on Taiwan and the People’s Republic of China on the Mainland.  On March 22nd the people of Taiwan elected the Kuomintang to form a new government in the Republic allowing its charismatic Leader, Ma Ying Jo to be the country’s next President.  With the election of this Kuomintang, the people of Taiwan made a deliberate decision to end eight years of rule by the Democratic Progressive Party over this vibrant nation.


As Taiwan voted to change its government according to the wish of the majority of the people, the world can only admire the democratic process that allowed this change of government in the Republic to happen peacefully.


Mr Speaker, this peaceful change came about because the Republic of China is a strong democratic country governed by the fundamental principles of acceptable governance.  These are the same principles that have brought Solomon Islands and Taiwan together in a very special relationship.


Up-North in Mainland China, Mr Speaker, we also observed developments that sharply contrast what is happening in the Republic of China, where Human Right Advocates and the People of Tibet are being tortured, imprisoned and killed by a government regime that has not shred of respect for the principles of democracy, let alone the basic rights of a human being to live free and without fear.


Mr Speaker, the effort of the People’s Republic of China has not stopped the world from seeing the horrors of abuses of human rights that it is being committed against the people it claims to be its very own.


Mr Speaker, just as the world is puzzled by how a country can continue to grossly undermine human rights in this age of civilization, we have seen the true face of a country that had lied to the world on its promises to improve its appalling track records of Human Rights in return for being given the honour of hosting the 2008 Olympics.


As a country that strives to uphold human rights and human freedom, we must stand up to what is going on in Tibet and make a stand against it, insignificant this may be Mr Speaker.  There can be no other better time, Mr Speaker, than now because it is now that we can use the human abuses in the People’s Republic of China that is going on in Tibet and other parts of the Greater China to help others to caveat the relay of the Olympic Torch and the Olympics in Beijing.


Mr Speaker, the developments that are now happening in the People’s Republic of China give us the more reasons why we should never trust the PRC.


Another development that came up in the past weeks which has been of personal interest to me, Mr Speaker, is taking place inside the South Pacific Oil Terminal right here in Honiara.  Mr Speaker, I am talking about this big ugly tank that is now being constructed in front of this city inside the South Pacific Oil Terminal.  

As you know well, Mr Speaker, Shell Pacific Islands used to operate out of this same terminal and it did that for more than 40 years, and was able to do that without the need to put up another ugly structure in the middle of this city.


The Shell Company had a lot of money and it could have built a tank but it decided not to build the tank and it could not do so because it accepted and respected the long desire of the government to see this terminal relocated out of town, out of the centre of the city to other locations.  

Shell Company instead used removable tanks relying on proper management and streamlined supply arrangements to not only maintain oil supplies to this country but also keep the prices of oil to the lowest.


Mr Speaker, I had expected the South Pacific Oil to understand the need to immediately move this terminal out of this city, not so much because South Pacific Oil is locally owned but because this is the way to go if the company cares about the long term importance of energy supplies to this country.


Mr Speaker, I honestly see no sense in this new tank that is now being constructed in the South Pacific Oil Terminal.  If the company is building this new tank because it is concern over the security of oil supply to this country, sorry this tank will not improve the supply.  What this tank will do instead is that it will lead to a bottom line increase in the cost of fuel because the expected savings from the demurrages and freight charges will not offset the expected return from this massive investment.


If this tank is being driven by investment thinking, that thinking is in my opinion misguided.  This is not a time to undertake such investment, especially when the base price of oil is still going up.  I hope that this new tank is not part of a move by the shareholders to get the company lined up for another big sale.  


During this meeting also, Mr Speaker, I obtained a copy of the National Provident Fund Annual Report 2007.  (I have a copy here).  This copy is very impressive and well presented in gloss covering which matched the record results that are inside this report.


As I browsed through this report, Mr Speaker, I cannot help but amazed at the over-killing that the National Provident Fund had done in 2007 on public costs, public institutions and other business houses in this country.  


Look through this report and you will realize that National Provident Fund cleared an incredible $117 million in 2007; nearly half of this huge return came from the Solomon Telekom and the once National Bank of Solomon Islands - the two institutions that have been responsible for the very high cost of telephone and financing capitals that persist in this country.  The other half of this $117 million came from public funds straight from the Ministry of Finance through repayment of the National Provident Fund’s failed investments in the Provinces, SIEA and the Solomon Islands College of Higher Education.


The combination of these incomes then enabled the National Provident Fund in 2007 to credit its members with 18% return on their contribution accounts, 16% more than the 2.5% that is required under the NPF Act.  

What I could not find in this report, Mr Speaker, is the number of NPF members who had lost their houses and their long time savings through possessions by the National Provident Fund, and how much the Fund actually made from the sale of these houses in 2007.


I note with interest also, Mr Speaker, that the Fund had regularize laws it made out to SIEA and the Solomon Islands College of Higher Education.  It would be nice if the Fund could also apply this same treatment to members of the Fund who find it hard to keep up with their loan repayment schedules.


Better still, Mr Speaker, if NPF could repossess these houses, manage the loans instead of straight selling them and then hand back these houses to the original owners when the Fund gets its money back.  It can still do this under its current Housing Scheme.  This will put a more humane face on the National Provident Fund.


Mr Speaker, overall I saw in this report, this huge investor, the National Provident Fund, stuck with this huge amount of money, it has tried all the investment opportunities in this country and is now investing in overseas stocks.  That is a good move but I would urge the NPF to be very cautious on that.  I do not mean to step on your toes but if you don’t mind me, NPF, I have two opportunities that you might like to consider:

1. Maybe you could consider using your huge amount of money to help stabilize our exchange rates against our major foreign trade partners.

2. The 2008 Budget has highlighted the need to broaden our revenue base.  Tourism stands as one of our quick options.  This industry is however in need of substantial capital.  You could have the chance to help out on this sector.  The Fiji National Provident Fund did this and I am sure you can do it here as well.  

Mr Speaker, these propositions are purely investment in nature and are no less riskier then investing in SIEA, SICHE and the Provinces.  Mr Speaker, if I am allowed to advise the NPF, I will say this to the Fund:  be very careful with the South Pacific Oil.  You cannot afford to allow your investment obligations to your members to distort an industry that is so critical to this country.


Three weeks ago, I read in the newspapers that Solomon Telekom is on sale.  This news came just as we thought a competitor was on its way into the communication market in this country.  Whether this news report was correct or not, the message that was coming through is that Telekom does not want another operator in the local communication market.  In fact this is consistent with the position that Solomon Telekom has been taking that it must remain the sole operator in the local communication market.


Solomon Telekom may have its own reasons, Mr Speaker, but the position long taken by Telekom to be the sole operator in the local communication industry has imposed a monopolistic situation in this country, the effect of which is Telekom will continue to deny this country the benefits of an industry that changes everyday.  

Other countries are getting cheaper telephone costs as a result of having more competitors in their local communication markets; and on the other hand the cost of communications in this country is amongst the highest in world.  This country must afford to move away from the single operator market situation it is in at present.


Mr Speaker, a sector of this island economy that has been very busy over the past few weeks is the shipping sector.  We have five new ships joining this sector and at the same time three went out of service - a net result of two new ships for shipping in this country.


In addition to these shipping movements, Mr Speaker, we also noticed that administrators and politicians are becoming more interested in the shipping sector.  The result of which is that half of the new ships that came in, is not much suitable for our use while the others are made to float off Point Cruz.  They are still floating out there.


While it is good to see that we are all interested in shipping, I want to say this.  If we are interested because we also want to be involved in delivering shipping services to our people, that is very good.  But if you are interested because of your desire to be able to make money out of shipping then I must say to you that you got it all wrong Mr Speaker.


Ongoing increases in shipping costs, especially fuel will continue to make our efforts to improve shipping services in this country useless.  Bringing in more ships will not alleviate this and getting more administrators and politicians involve in shipping will only aggravate this further.


This may be a high call, Mr Speaker, but if we are serious about improving shipping services in this country, which we really need, it is time for us to seriously consider direct intervention in the costing of diesel fuel.  This will result in substantial improvement in shipping services in this country.


An issue that appeared in the past few weeks which is worrying is the apparent refusal by politicians, particularly leaders of governments to accept the principles of governance in this country.  Mr Speaker, you would recall what happened in December last year when the last government refused to step down after it lost its numbers in this Parliament.  Three weeks ago, the government of Rennell and Bellona Province also refused to step down even though it had lost its executive and the support of the Provincial Assembly.   

This week the Guadalcanal Province is going down the same road doing the same thing.  These governments refused, their leaders refused and are refusing to accept the fundamental principle of majority rule.


You will recall, Mr Speaker, the Governor General had to step in last December and called Parliament to deal with the leadership that had refused to accept the change of number in this House.  

In the case of Rennell and Bellona Province, the Minister of Provincial Government had to step in and summoned the Provincial Assembly.  In the case of the Guadalcanal Province, the Minister has gain ordered the Assembly to meet and sort itself out.  In the first two cases, the Central Government and the Rennell and Bellona Province Government, both governments were thrown out.  We are still waiting for the outcome of the Guadalcanal case.


Mr Speaker, I do not know where they learned this from but I am worried that after 30 years, leaders of our government dare to demonstrate resistance to the rule of law that long governed their mandates to head the various executives in our levels of governance.


Mr Speaker, other issues of interest that I do not have time to discuss now includes the issue of teachers in the outer stations that had to wait for up to one year for their pay.


In the recent increases in price of rice which has just been announced this week, which came in just as this government announced that it was going to remove taxes on rice.  I want to also talk about this but I do not have the time.

I want to talk about massive increases in vehicle imports into this country.  The issue of rehabilitation and reconciliation that had prolonged and continues to distort the distribution of development funds in this country, I wanted to also talk about that.  May be I will do so some other time and so I will stop here, and I will give my colleagues the chance to contribute.


Thank you again, Mr Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute to this motion.  I wish my colleague MPs safe travel to their constituencies.  Please go to your constituencies, do not stay all the time in Honiara.

(hear, hear)


I wish my people down south, all the best in whatever they do this year.  And of course Mr Speaker, as the Minister responsible for Tourism,

(hear, hear)

I wish all the tourists in the country and those who are visiting us from abroad, all the best in their travel plans and thank you for visiting us.


With those few comments, Mr Speaker, I resume my seat and I support the motion.

Hon HILLY:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank my honourable colleagues for giving me this opportunity to speak very briefly in support of this motion.


Mr Speaker, in three months time we shall be celebrating our 30th Anniversary of Independence.  Mr Speaker, what does that mean to everyone in this country?  Are we going to celebrate an anniversary of the day in which we gained independence 30 years ago or are we going to celebrate the fact that we have met a lot of progress in nation building over the last 30 years or are they both?


Mr Speaker, in order to understand where we are at the moment, perhaps sometimes it is good to recap what went on in the past.  I want to do this very briefly so that we can all understand what we are going to celebrate.


Mr Speaker, when I first came into Parliament in 1976, the number of people in the country was just over one hundred thousand.  The Members of Parliament’s salaries were not even $200.00.  The mood in those days was that we were elected into the highest decision-making body of the country - the Parliament.  Quite a lot of our time was spent within the House and outside the House talking about legislations and how the government should function.  
But earlier than that was the development of governance in the country.  Area councils were formed and over time area councils were amalgamated.  Provincial councils even took over the district administration and so politicians became decision makers of provinces rather than administrators.  This development was in place until 1981 when we see the development of the present provincial government.  

Sir, we as a country were trying to race ahead with development both economically and politically.  We also tried to allow as much people as possible in the process of governance and so we created the provincial governments and area councils.  Provincial governments were our agents in delivering services to the provinces.  

That was fine Mr Speaker.  But then over a period of time the provincial governments were not given enough money to be able to deliver the services and therefore the central government centralized the services and directly runs them.  And here we are, we are left with a provincial government that has no devolved functions.  All they are doing is looking after themselves and doing a few projects. 

Mr Speaker, now we are talking about the next system of government - the new federal system of government that we want to quickly come into power.  If we want to know the right way forward we must look carefully at the systems already established and for some reasons do not seem to work before we move forward. 

Mr Speaker, since a long time ago we only have a very few commodities we used to make money, which are copra and cocoa.  We have been using these two commodities a long time ago and we have not increased their production.  When the Copra Industry went down last time a lot of people suffer.  This time it is starting to pick up because this industry is affected by outside markets.  

Mr Speaker, we will celebrate our 30th anniversary and I think every body must begin to think careful of what this is all about.  I hope this is the thinking that should be in the minds of everyone in this country.  Past governments have been trying their best to provide services and improve the provision of services to our people in the country.  But time and again it depends on how much is available to the government to be able to carry out the services and every year we come to Parliament to get the blessing of Parliament for the executive to be able to carry out its programs but again money is limited.

Mr Speaker, now we stand here today having the authority of Parliament for the 2008 Budget, I am sure everyone of us will say the money is not enough to satisfy all the development programs in the Budget.  

Sir, the budget this year has gone beyond $1billion but $1.1billion goes for the running of the government and only over $300million only goes to development projects.  This 300million we think is still not enough.  But where are we going to get money.  It calls for the whole country to see what each and everyone can do to improve the economy of the country, the direction and guidance of the government with its policies. 

Mr Speaker, after this meeting the government will be in a position to try and see how it will be implementing its policies and hopefully, Mr Speaker, we will improve the revenue position of the government so that we can continue implementing the programs of government so that we can reach out to our people, which we always talk about in this Chamber, not only this time but in years past as well but still we have not fully serve them. 

We only hope that my government now with its ambitious programs and budget requests, Parliament would be able to carry out some of the long outstanding projects we have been talking about for many, many years on this floor of Parliament.  

Mr Speaker, that is what I would like to say in a way of supporting this motion and in trying to reflecting our positions over the years to the question of what are we doing to help our people.  

Secondly, the whole process of nation building, Mr Speaker, one of the very important aspects of governance is security.  Mr Speaker, we have had a very good Police Force but its efficient and effectiveness was tested during the 2000 ethnic tension.  Mr Speaker our Police Force was unable to control the situation, and all of us know that because of that we need to rebuild the Police Force to be able to cater for any such situations in the future.

Whilst I am still standing, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank Australia for taking the initiative in leading the Forum Country Forces to come in and help us.  I am sure every one of us sitting down in this Chamber and those of you outside who experienced that period of time in our history, especially those of us living in Honiara do not want a repeat of that time.  I would like to thank Australia and I hope they are here under the request of the Solomon Islands Government and they are operating under an Act of Parliament.  If there is anything that needs sorting out or any difficulties may arise from that arrangement, we have been required by that same Act to review it annually so that we can get things done and establish understanding for the smooth operation of this arrangement.  Until we think we can take over the security aspects of our country, we would then be able to ask them to leave this country.  

Finally, Mr Speaker, I would like to say something about Parliament.  We have just gone through the process by which the Executive Government is asking Parliament to give authority to the government to spend the amount of money that is laid down in the 2008 Budget. 

Mr Speaker, if you look around all the departments, and Ministries of the government, we passed a lot of laws in this country, and a lot of the laws that are supposed to be implemented have not been implemented and so they do not work.  

Apart from the Parliament giving authority to the executive government to spend that amount of money, I think it is also the work of Parliament to see that the laws it has passed are useful and whether they have been acted upon and to see whether there needs to be any change to them.  

Mr Speaker, I am very happy with the assistance that is going on in strengthening our Parliament.  I would like to see the oversight role of Parliament, especially in looking at legislations to be part of this exercise.  

As I said earlier on, Mr Speaker, the early part of my membership to this Honorable House the mood and the discussion in the corridors of Parliament have always been about legislation, policies, rules and basically governance.  

Today the development of our Parliament is such that a Member of Parliament is not only a legislator but he is also a financier and is also a developer.  Mr Speaker, in the corridors of Parliament today Members are talking about projects and not legislation.  

Is this a pattern in other countries of the world that now instead of us concentrating in the passing of legislation in the House, we are also to make sure projects back home are implemented? 

The role of parliamentarians in this country has evolved.  It is also interesting to see that this trend of extra responsibility to a legislator is the right way forward?  If it is not, then perhaps we need some corrections.  Because the Minister of the Crown today does not only run his own ministry but he also has to provide and travels to his constituency to see that the projects are properly managed.  

Mr Speaker, this evolving role of a Member of Parliament is an area I would like us to look into.  Otherwise we are not putting 100% of our efforts in our real responsibility as legislators in this country.  

Mr Speaker, with those few words, I support the motion.

Mr AGOVAKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me to contribute to this concluding motion moved by the Prime Minister.  

Sir, I understand that there are a number of speakers who would like to speak as well and so I do not intend to speak longer than is necessary but I am compelled to ensure that the checks and balances of the government are measure and cautioned particularly at these trying times.  

Mr Speaker, I will be just brief in speaking on certain issues.  I will be just a couple of lines on the budget, a couple of lines on the PAC report on corruption, a couple of lines on land issues, reconciliation, infrastructure development for the South Guadalcanal people and just reiterating again your message in 2007 and make some acknowledgements.  

Let me start, Sir, by perhaps going to that fateful day when I was invited by the Prime Minister’s Office to attend the launching of the CNURA Statement Policy at Gina’s Restaurant.  Sir, it was a lovely speech by the Prime Minister outlining the six main points and also some of the things that the CNURA Government would like to see done as a matter of policy.  

I was not really too concerned about the Speech but I was concerned about a comment made by somebody, a guest in that particular event.  Picking up the book he said, “the cover of this book looks very nice”.  That is the same sentiment I heard when I attended the launching of the CNURA Translation Implementation Framework Document.  This time it was a lady who said “this is the book I have been waiting for.  It looks nice”.  The same sentiment was again expressed here by none other but the Minister of Forestry, the MP for Savo/Russells.  He held two copies of the two budget speeches.  One is the Budget Speech of 2007 by the then Minister for Finance and the Budget Speech of 2008 by the current Minister of Finance.  He held up the Budget Speech by the current Minister of Finance and said “the colour of this one looks very nice too”.  
The notion I am leading to is on a saying that goes and I quote “never judge a book by its cover”  

Mr Speaker, the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008 has been passed by the House.  It is the biggest budget that is this country has seen so far but by no means a fat budget.  If anything, Mr Speaker, I dare say it is lean and mean.  I am least surprised by the size of the Budget because it reflects the price tag on the government’s program summarized none other by His Excellency, the Governor, in his opening marathon speech.  Perhaps, I might add that the bigger the budget, the stronger and committed decisions have to be in order for us to see some tangible benefits for this country.


Mr Speaker, in the Recurrent and Development Budgets, there are a number of infrastructure development under the various ministries and like the Leader of Opposition has alluded to, there needs to be connectivity between these activities.  Ministers must not work in isolation of each other and ministries must not work in isolation of each other.  

There is in effect, Mr Speaker, an overlap in legislations and policies that must be administered efficiently so as to have an overall effect rather than a half cooked delivery of services or activities.  For example, I will use airport and airstrips.  Airstrips and airports are civil aviation matters but in effect we are also talking about land, which is an issue under the Ministry of Lands.  In so doing we are also talking about infrastructure, which is an issue under the Ministry of Infrastructure.  To provide the service we need the airline, which is a commercial activity, and we can also talk about tourism, and the list goes on. 

With the exception of a few ministries, there is insufficient allocation of public funds in most of the ministries and it will be interesting to gauze the achievements at the end of the year 2008.  
Mr Speaker, if Parliament is to adhere to the recommendations of the Public Accounts Committee, and that is for the government to provide a report on their spending according to their work programs in six months basis, I believe that half of the entire government Ministries, if not most will fail to deliver the programs.

I dare say here, Mr Speaker, that the Government is only as good as its employees, and that is the Public Service.  We can have the best of policies to fuel the large Budget but if our public servants do not deliver these programs and services, then the government would be seen as a failure.  
Sir, as part of the whole government machinery, the Legislature, which we are all Members of, our oversight role is to see the government puts its money where its mouth is.  


Sir, the report of the PAC on corruption, as we have read and seen in the reports, there is widespread lack of good governance to ensure there is ongoing transparency, accountability and integrity of the government is upheld.  

Sir, there are millions of dollars in lost government revenue over payments, non-compliance with the Financial Instructions, the General Orders, and the Public Finance and Audit Act.  There is widespread report on corruption, fraud, mismanagement throughout the government machineries.  All these were happening in broad day light yet nothing has been done by successive governments to prevent it from happening and to bring the perpetrators to justice.  It is a big challenge for the CINURA Government to address and weed out maladministration and corruption with the government. My support and prayers are with you on this. 

On the issue of land, Mr Speaker there are some programmes, which have over time become popular issues in all succeeding governments, and one of them is none other than land.  The CNURA Government whether intentionally or by genuine mistake has omitted the subject for the return of alienated land in its program.  May I remind us all that rural advancement and development can only be advanced economically if land is readily available for development.  
For Guadalcanal, if there is to be meaningful social and economical development on our land, the very wish of our people on the return of alienated land is a must.  It must be genuinely dealt with by the CNURA Government.  For us, all we want is for the Perpetual Title held in trust by the Commissioner of Lands to be transferred to landowners, the rightful landowners.  Nothing more and nothing less.  

Mr Speaker, the Guadalcanal people are keen to work with the government rather than against the government.  The Minister of Lands and Housing Department in his Budget Speech reference to his Ministry’s Land Reform Program, the Speech does not go well on the bona fide demands of the Guadalcanal Province  

In my view, Mr Speaker, the Land Reform agenda is a foreign concept.  It does not take Solomon Islands and its people to heart.  It does not give due consideration to the wishes of the people of Guadalcanal.  We have seen in the past people fighting over land.  

In regards to the Kukum Land issue, I would like to humbly ask the Minister of Lands to rectify this mayhem and put right what has been wrong.  In compliance with the agreement between the Gold Ridge Landowners Association and the government, the land previously agreed to at Kukum for the Landowners Business Arm must be given accordingly.  

Sir, if this foreign land reform agenda is to be implemented, I dare say that the government will once again take our people down the path of destruction.  I call on the government to start the Commission of Inquiry into the sale of Guadalcanal land to dispense with this issue once and for all.  

Mr Speaker, this brings me to reconciliation, which is a matter of interest to this nation.  When I briefly mentioned the reconciliation in South Guadalcanal, what I was alluding to here this Honourable House is that those who have lost loved ones would sincerely like to reconcile than those that have caused the atrocities.  The old women who lost their children and hand their daughters raped would like to sincerely shake the hands of, not the Ministers and the people, but they would like to shake hands and reconcile with those who caused the atrocities. 

Sir, if I have made some comments here at the floor of this Parliament that is not properly taken by the chiefs of South Guadalcanal, then I apology.  I am only a human being and I am sorry if I have said something to you my chiefs of South Guadalcanal that you may have misunderstood.  
What I am trying to point out here, Sir, is the shortcoming of this whole reconciliation issue.  We are actually putting the cart before the horse.  We should in fact reconcile with the people who are in prison and then come down to the village then everything should be sorted out then.  

But I am pleased that the Ministry has taken note of the government’s shortfall and that it will address it as we go along.  And as the Member for South Guadalcanal said that reconciliation is a continuous thing, I agree with you. 

Going back to the point I said earlier on, will my honourable Colleague, the MP for South Guadalcanal be sorry that I pointed out these shortcomings on the issue of reconciliation.  Will it help the people of South Guadalcanal?  No, Mr Speaker.  

My honorable colleague MP for South Guadalcanal should be talking with the Minister of Infrastructure to build a road from Marau right across the Weather Coast area so that the people in the Weather Coast area can take their copra, their cocoa and their agricultural product to Marau where a wharf should be built so that shipping service can be provided for these goods. 

I shared this in the light of the fact that it is very hard to build a wharf in South Guadalcanal.  If a wharf is built there the waves will put it on the mountains and the hills.  The sea there is very rough, no wonder it is called the Weather Coast area.  

Sir, to bring economic and social development to the people of South Guadalcanal, I urge with the Minister of Provincial Government and the MP for South Guadalcanal to look at the development budget to discuss with some of our partners to try and build roads and a wharf for or people.  

Sir, when I look at the Budget there is nothing in this entire budget for our people of South Guadalcanal.  But it might come under ADB funding or EU funding or even the Japanese funding or New Zealand under RAMSI.  

To hear the Minister stating yesterday that he was not acknowledged at the St Vincent’s Hospital is quite funny. I do not whether the Minister for Provincial Government went to the St Vincent’s hospital in his capacity as the Minister of the Crown so that he went there to receive diplomatic attention.  

I cannot speak for the High Commissioner in Canberra, but I think he was probably not informed by the MP for South Guadalcanal that he will be at the St Vincent’s Hospital for treatment.  But I am sure the Honorary Consul and staff of the St. Vincent Hospital must have taken good care of the Minister of the Crown.  

Sir, I would also like to reiterate your message to us in 2007 during the close of the parliament meeting.  Sir, we must thank ourselves for fulfilling the important constitutional requirement in our discussion of issues facing this county and passing the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008.  

Lest we forget, the Parliament is the link between the people and its government.  It informs the government of what the people want and it informs and indicates the people about the government’s intention.  

I must say here that democracy is alive and well in Solomon Islands.  It is a risk exercise and never finished piece of business.  If you allow me, Sir, I would like to also quote your message to us on what Mr James Madison said centuries ago, and I requote “in framing a government which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this.  You must first enable the government to control the governing, and in the next place obliged it to control itself”.  As leaders of this young nation we must exercise sound judgment in the welfare of our people and legislations made to take on their concern.  

Mr Speaker, today we have a new challenge - the challenge of the new federal system of government.  It will be indeed, once in place, a challenge for us.  Thirty years ago today, Mr Speaker, in your wisdom and those with you request Britain to have independence.  It was a good gesture, a good idea then.  This shape that was formed 30 years ago, looking back 30 years now is not really the shape we want.  Is it?  But 30 years ago when the Speaker was the Chief Minister it was the shape that the country wants.  Now 30 years after, is it really the shape we want on this change for decentralization and the federal system of government.  
Sir, it is up to us leaders of this nation to honestly inform our people of the system that is before us of its limitations and advantages. May I say also that the independent judiciary system in this nation based on the rule of law must be upheld including due processes?  The notion no one is above the law must also be upheld.

Sir, in conclusion, the government must be responsible, accountable, and transparent.  All Members of Parliament, leaders of this nation must take the interest and concern of our people and this nation at heart.


Sir, finally I would like to thank the government for some very good incentives and policies enshrined in the translation and implementation document.  The onus is now on you, and each and every Minister to deliver what they promised to the people of this country, our beloved Solomon Islands.


Sir, in acknowledgement I would like to sincerely thank the hard working public servants of the Ministry of Finance, the PS’s and the Minister for Finance for producing 2008 Estimates that we have passed.

I would also like to thank your good self, Sir, the Deputy Clerk, in your absence, Sir, the Deputy Speaker of Parliament and all staff of the Parliament fraternity for all the wonderful works they have provided for us.  

I would also like to thank my staff of the Independent Office for the hard work.  Lastly but not the least, to the chiefs, elders, church pastors, women and people of Central Guadalcanal for their support during these trying times.


Sir, in saying so, I would like to support the motion and God bless Solomon Islands.

Mr Speaker:  Thank the Honourable Member for West Makira, but I would like to make two points.  One is that for the information of the Honorable House, the Honourable Prime Minister has sort permission and actually obtained permission to continue debate of this particular motion after the two motions tomorrow.  There will be further opportunity to debate this particular motion tomorrow.
Secondly, the Honourable Prime Minister also has an immediate engagement elsewhere and wishes to adjourn the debate on the motion of sine die now and subsequently adjourns the Parliament.  

Hon Sikua:  Mr Speaker, I move that the debate be now adjourned until the next sitting day.

Mr Speaker:  Under Order 35, the Honourable Prime Minister has moved that the debate on the sine die motion be now adjourned.

Debate on the Sine Die Motion adjourned

Hon Sikua:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that Parliament do now adjourn.

The House adjourned at 4.15pm
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