
[image: image1.png]



PARLIAMENT OF SOLOMON ISLANDS

DAILY HANSARD

WEDNESDAY 9TH APRIL 2008

SEVENTH MEETING

EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

SUGGESTED CORRECTIONS MUST BE MADE 
AND RETURNED TO HANSARD OFFICE
(ISSUED SUBJECT TO CORRECTION UPON REVISION)

WEDNESDAY 9 APRIL 2008
The Speaker, Rt Sir Peter Kenilorea took the chair 10.00 a.m.

Prayers

ATTENDANCE
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BILLS

Bills – First Reading

The Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008

Bills – Second Reading

The Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008

Hon HUNIEHU:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  I move that the Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008 be now read the second time.


Mr Speaker, I am pleased to be able to table this Amendment Bill before this honourable House.  The Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008 may only be a relatively small bill by comparison, however, safe passage through this honourable House will by and large have greater future implication for this nation in terms of economic recovery and prosperity.


Mr Speaker, one of CNURA Government’s priority policies under the Mines and Energy Sector is to facilitate the issuance of nickel prospecting licenses to interested prospecting companies through an international tender process for San Jorge, Takata and Jejevo on Isabel.


The notion behind this move is simply to allow for a fair and transparent process in determining the right to prospecting of all mining companies. 


Mr Speaker, although the current Mines and Minerals Act gives references to tenders through applications, it does not make specific provision for the conduct of an international tender process.  This was the advice given to the Ministry by the Honourable Attorney General, hence the need to make an amendment to the current Act to enable the facilitation of an international tender process, as well as regulations to prescribe the procedures for tendering.


Mr Speaker, the tabling of this Bill actually represents the commencement of the first stage of a major process in reviewing the entire Mines and Minerals Act.  The Ministry views this as necessary and timely in that the Ministry plans to create a vibrant mining industry that brings about economic prosperity to the nation.  


With the clear message being echoed during this Parliament Meeting that our revenue through logging will decline significantly within the next five years or so, our next best alternative lies on the mining industry.  Beginning with operations on Gold Ridge Mr Speaker, our nation is in fact blessed with minerals both below the ground as well as the seabed.


My Ministry is thus keen to open up the way for genuine investors to come in and carry out mineral prospecting in other parts of Solomon Islands.  For example, very soon an airborne survey method of prospecting will be carried on parts of Malaita.  From data gathered from a survey done on Malaita three decades ago, it is believed that there exist minerals such as micro diamond, magnesium and other industrial minerals on Malaita. 


Simply under the extended continental shelf program arrangement with PNG and FSM, the seabed north of Ontong Java hold the Ontong Java Plateau.  Geoscientists believed that the seabed area possesses a wealth of mineral resources including the possibility of the existence of natural gas.  If we are to exploit the mineral resource potentials that are deemed to have then we must amend legislations to be able to appropriately and adequately address this.


Mr Speaker, I am trying to illustrate here the importance of amending the current legislation beginning with this Bill to facilitate and manage our mineral resources as the future mainstay of our nation’s economy. 

Other features of this Bill includes further definition of key words such as associate company and tender and the inclusion of additional powers given to the director under section 20 of the Principal Act, to enforce control measures in the tender process before applications are referred to the Mines and Minerals Board for final deliberation.

Mr Speaker, the objective and purpose of this Bill is therefore to:

1. Seek to ensure that companies applying for reconnaissance permits, prospecting licenses and mining leases are diligently checked by the Ministry and its officers.  

2. Further seek to restrict the issuance  of prospecting licenses through control made by the director; and

3. Allow for the opening of the international tender by placing land areas proposed for reconnaissance, prospecting or mining on the open market, either domestically or internationally.

Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Bills and Legislation Committee under the able chairmanship of the Honourable Member for West Are Are for seeing it fit in allowing me to bring this Bill to Parliament during this sitting.  I also thank the Honorable Attorney General, and his office, the Office of the Prime Minister and my ministerial staff for the hard work put in to ensuring that this short but important Bill is tabled before Parliament.

I thank you, Mr Speaker, and I beg to move.

(applause)

Mr Speaker:  I wish to remind Members to adhere to the rules of debate, and also to be mindful of time so that other Members can also contribute to the debate.

The Bill is now open for debate

Mr SOGAVARE:  Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.  I too would like to contribute to the debate on this amendment.


In doing so, Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Minister responsible for the portfolio for bringing this small, but as he said a very, very important amendment.  Just because it has few words does not mean it is small and should not be looked closely at.  I also acknowledge the government’s plan to develop this sector.  We have just heard from the Minister that many more amendments will come to Parliament to improve our ability to develop this sector to our benefit.

Mr Speaker, I really have no problem with the amendment on other areas that Parliament is required to approve the amendment, in fact the areas concern with improving the due diligent powers of the director.  Mr Speaker, I have no problem with that.  We should really be looking at other acts as well that govern the development of very important sectors in the economy to improve the powers of due diligent so that we attract the right kind of investors to develop those sectors.  Mr Speaker, I really have no problem with that and I acknowledge the government’s decision in bringing this amendment to the floor of Parliament. 


My only concern, Mr Speaker, is on the sudden need to improve on the tender requirements, and the Minister when he winds up the debate will respond to some of the concerns we will raise.


I guess the question is, are we really saying that we have been operating under a deficient legislation all these years when it comes to responding to investment requests by companies that want to involve in that sector.  
I am saying that because the Act has been in force for a number of years and tendering of investments in the mines and mineral sector has been happening under the Act over the past years.  But in saying that I fully acknowledge the government has all the right to improve on areas that it feels needs to be improved so that the Ministry is effective.


I am saying that, Mr Speaker, and I understand as actually confirmed by the Minister, the amendment relating to tender requirements was actually triggered by the High Court decision on the Sumitomo case on the Bugotu Nickel Mine, which ruled against international tender, much to the disappointment of a number of entities that have serious vested interest in the development of that mine.  
Sir, whilst I appreciate the concerns of the landowners who are, in my thinking, the most important entities when it comes to development happening on their land, whilst I fully appreciate the concerns of the landowners, and of course their preference of who should be involved in that area, the question that Parliament must be properly briefed about is, what is wrong with Sumitomo.
I am saying that, Mr Speaker, because if credibility of investors, of interested developers is the issue the government is concerned about, then it would be helpful to know.  In the case of Sumitomo, the company is actually backed up and guaranteed by the Japanese Government.  The Japanese Government is actually involved with the company, and that is the case with any Japanese company that develops various sectors in developing countries.  The same is with Solomon Taiyo, Mr Speaker, Taiyo Gyogyo is actually a company that is backed up by the Japanese Government.  

As I said, Mr Speaker, I make this comment with due respect to the wish of the landowners and of course the direction the new government is taking on this matter.  

Sir, this brings up another very important concern about how legislations come, and more specifically the intentions of bills that come before the House, and now we are looking at this particular amendment.

Talking about intentions, Mr Speaker, when bills are passed on the floor of this Parliament, the intention of the government in coming up with the amendment becomes the intention of Parliament, and thus when the court refers to the intentions of Parliament, it is actually referring to the ideas, the rationale, the thinking that are behind a bill and eventually how it comes and tables before Parliament.  I just want to make that point.  This is despite the fact that the entire membership of parliament may not be privy to the policy rationales that justifies the making of that amendment. 

I have reasons for raising that point.  But that being case, Mr Speaker, it would be really helpful in the interest of transparency that Parliament is fully informed of the policy rationale that led to the amendment.  
Normally, Mr Speaker, this should be done through the Bills and Legislation Standing Committee.  That is the mechanism by which Parliament is informed of the intentions of bills and also the intentions of the government.  

But like Parliament, Mr Speaker, the Committee only had the Bill, and of course explanations by officials, and in fact that is how we report back to Parliament.  Their explanations were confined to the prima-facie intentions.  
What I am getting at here is what we really need is the detailed background on the rationale.  Not only this Bill but it applies to any bill that comes before the House so that Parliament is fully informed when we debate bills.  

Sir, I am saying this because this is not what is happening in all the Amendments that come before the Committee, for which it is obliged under the Standing Orders to inform Parliament.  My point is that Parliament could be better informed if the Committee is fully informed of the policy rationale behind all the Amendments.  As I said this is not only the one that is before Parliament now.

Sir, I again have to qualify that statement.  I make this statement fully appreciating that nobody or no one should question the rights of the Solomon Islands Government to make legislations to protect our national interests.  No one has the right to question that.  The government has the right to make laws that it sees would be of benefit to us. 

That brings up a very important and crucial issue, Mr Speaker, which leads to the question on whether the Amendment is indeed in our national interest.  That is the question the Minister may elaborate later on.  

In that regard, Mr Speaker, and whilst accepting this position, I just want to make a point that care must be taken to avoid getting Parliament to make legislations that will only address a particular case in the interest of specific interest groups.  We must really be careful when doing that.  Any law must have embracing applications.  This law must also apply to any similar situations that may happen.  

If that indeed is the case, Mr Speaker, then we need to look very closely at the Bill.  In this regard, Sir, I consider it most important that the Minister in his round speech informs Parliament further of some intentions of this Amendment.  I leave that to the best judgment of the responsible Minister. 

Sir, there is another very important reason, which is connected with all these issues about our national interests, which I would like to impress upon Parliament.  That is to do more with our national security.  I make this comment because if indeed these amendments were influenced by certain interest groups then we should also be conscious of our security needs considering the interest that is mounting in the mining sector by investors coming from one particular source country.

Right now Solomon Islands’ economic survival depends very much on the strategic development of our natural resources, which means that whether we will continue to survive economically will depend on how we develop these resources and who we develop it with.

As national leaders, Mr Speaker, we have a duty to think broadly, and not living in our very little narrow world and missing it.  We should really think broadly.  It will be wrong to assume that nobody is interested in what we are doing in the country.  

In addition to the concern that the country is placed in a very vulnerable position in terms of sustainable development, because of the careless manner in which we subject our natural resources to fly-by-nights, who have no long term interest in the development of Solomon Islands, we also have the duty to ensure that we do not allow the economy to be controlled by investors from one source country.  That is very important and I make this comment with all sincerity for security reasons.  
It has happened in some other parts of the world.  And so we just need to read some of the things that is happening in some other parts of the world to really appreciate the concerns that are raised here.  The country can be crippled overnight if we are not careful and place our responsibility for the development of our productive sector in one foreign basket.  

Why I am saying that, Mr Speaker, is because we only need to learn from our experience in year 2000.  This is just internationalizing the mistake we committed locally in putting all our eggs on Guadalcanal, and we paid dearly for that mistake when the ethnic crisis affected all major investments on Guadalcanal.  
If that indeed is the case, Mr Speaker, we are just internationalizing that mistake, for reasons that I do not need to elaborate.  I believe we have a duty to distribute investment opportunities in Solomon Islands to a number of different countries, so that we do not become economic slaves to other countries who may only be interested in using Solomon Islands as an investment destination for some other reasons.  

The mining sector is the sector that is of concern here.  As confirmed by the Minister there is need for us to improve the tender requirements and provisions in the Act, as intimated by the Minister, the Bugotu Nickel Mine.  
I understand the Court actually made some rulings, and in the interest of getting things moving it should be given to them, but because there are other interested groups who also want to be involved in it, they successfully get the government to agree to make an amendment so that this can be put to international tender.  May be later on the Attorney General will explain to us the effect of the court decisions on this particular amendment.  


For security reasons, I would advise that our minerals and gas sectors should be distributed between Australia, New Zealand, China, South America, Japan, and the Scandinavian countries.  In fact, Venezuela and Cuba are very keen to participate in these sectors as well.  

Sir, having said that I will wait upon the Minister to clear my mind on these issues raised in this intervention.  With those few remarks, I have no problem, Mr Speaker, in supporting this Bill, and of course with the explanations that will come later on by the Attorney General and the Minister when we go into the Committee of the Whole House to look at this Bill clause by clause.

Mr Speaker, thank you very much.

Mr Speaker:  Is there point you would like the Attorney General to explain, Leader of Opposition?

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Speaker, that opportunity will come in the Committee Stage.

Mr Speaker:  I will take note of that.

Mr AGOVAKA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me the floor to contribute to the Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008, moved by none other than the Minister of Mines himself.  


First of all, I would like to thank the Minister for this Amendment that he sees fit to put in place to assist in the strengthening of legislations governing minerals and mines.  


First of all, when talking about companies, there are certain companies that come here to speculate.  They come because they see the opportunity to gain more out of speculation hence we have to be careful when putting words like association and company.  


Secondly, in terms of land ownership, I am very pleased to hear that the Minister has informed the House that there are certain prospecting companies that have been accepted to come into the country to prospect, hence I appeal to landowners to open up their land, Isabel in particular.  I would like to thank the landowners for their understanding of the development in allowing their land for this Nickel Company to develop their land.  


When it comes to landowners, Mr Speaker, the government has to be really careful.  When I talk about careful we have to be careful in a way that when we assist landowners you do not think about only in trying to get the land for purpose of developing it and getting benefits out of it by way of tax.  The Minister in his wisdom decided to amend this, which is good but I think there are certain amendments also, Mr Speaker, that he needs to look at.  

One of the very important amendments he should look at is the amendment to the royalty because this is actually the nut and crux of what development on land is about.  When landowners open up their land they expect something to come and in this sense it is the royalty.  There are other compensations as well, in terms of land lease, in terms of compensation for using tambu sites, grave sites and other traditional sites of significance.


This royalty, Mr Speaker, sir, and I will give you an example, like in Gold Ridge, the royalty of 1.5% is not enough to cater for the whole tribes that owns the land at Gold Ridge.  It is really a peanut to them.  So the government must put in place a mechanism or something that can assist the landowners in terms of royalties of the land.  I would like the Minister to take note and I know that his Permanent Secretary is sitting right behind him taking note of all of these.


The other thing I would like to see also, Mr Speaker, sir, is that government needs to assist landowners.  When we started Gold Ridge we were struggling.  The Government did not assist us and we have problems in trying to – look we were not lawyers, we were trying to interpret the agreements and I am trying to solve it to interpret the Agreements to the Landowners, the Attorney General then was not supportive of us to allocate a lawyer from the government to assist us.  And hence, we have to hire a private lawyer to assist us in terms of trying to go forward in issues relating to agreements, land fees, etc.


The other thing I would like to mention here, Mr Speaker, is the government ministries, connectivity between the Ministry of Mines, Ministry of Lands, and other ministries, for example, through policies and through administration. 

One of the examples that I would give you and we have gone through the allocation of Kukum/Lunga Land, there is no connectivity between the Ministry of Lands and Ministry of Mines when these Agreements between the landowners and the government were signed, in terms of benefits to landowners.  So these are the kind of things that government has to really realistically consider when they are dealing with opening of land and assisting landowners in terms of mining, minerals and exploration.  

So, with these few comments, I reserve some of the questions during the Committee Stage and I support the Bill.

Hon MANETOALI:  Thank you Mr Speaker.  I would like to contribute to this Bill that this is one step forward to the improvement of the Mining Law in this country.  And I would like to thank the Minister of Mines, his Permanent Secretary, the Attorney General’s Chambers, and the Legal Draftsman for drafting this Amendment or this Bill.


Mr Speaker, sir, this amendment caters for areas or places that a lot of companies are interested on these areas.  It does not mean for only San Jorge, for Takata and for Zezevo, no, it is where a lot of companies are interest on those areas.  Just leave it to them to prove themselves that they do have the money before they come and say, landowners we are interest on that place or to the Ministry or Minister of Mines, we are interested to do prospecting there.  They have to prove themselves and that is the reason why I think there is a provision for that.  


In regards to San Jorge and Takata, both these areas are in my Constituency.  It is the areas that now a lot of companies are interest on those areas.  They are interested on nickel and that is why in my view, this amendment is important so that these companies can test themselves that they are capable to do nickel mining in San Jorge or Takata.  


As I mentioned earlier, Mr Speaker, on tender this law does not cover specific places, it is just general.  But on the policy of the CINURA government it directly mentions specific places.  Law and Policy are two different things, Mr Speaker.  


In regards to San Jorge and Takata that it is in the Policy, that area has been prospected in 1960s to 1970s.  During that period of prospecting that particular company dug holes, they used bulldozer and those holes have not been covered until today.  

So those who go hunting for pigs fell into those pit holes, and also dogs, pigs and beetles until today.  Is that what they call prospecting that they dug holes with bulldozers?  But today they use different prospecting in those areas, especially on Siruka in the constituency of the Leader of the Opposition and also on Cockatoo or in the area where I come from.  The prospecting is different.  They use small machines to take soils out and test them whether they have nickel.  

As the Opposition Leader had mentioned today, Sumitomo is doing some work, both in his Constituency and my Constituency and also in Hograno/Kia/Havulei constituency.  They are there now doing prospecting.  So this tender would be fair to every body.  In fact Sumitomo has not applied for San Jorge and Takata.  Other companies do apply.  So it is good they compete whether they would be given a prospecting license in those areas.

I would also like to touch on at this time, Mr Speaker, that there are sacred places in there like San Jorge, for example.  San Jorge is one of the sacred places according to the belief of Isabel.  It is believe to be a holy place where our ancestors live in parts of San Jorge.  And those are matters for consideration and those are matters to be considered in the international tender.  

Lastly, Mr Speaker, those are two or three points that I would like to raise on this, and thank you, Minister of Mines for this one step forward on the improvement of our Mining Law.  Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr NUAIASI:  Thank you Mr Speaker.  I would like to thank the Minister for Mines and his officials for bringing this important amendment, and also the Attorney General’s Chambers, having given the advice and drafting work, which has enabled this Bill to come before Parliament.  And I would like also to thank my Committee for seeing it fit to allow this Bill to come before this Parliament and have it debated today.


Mr Speaker, sir, like others who have spoken so far to deal with those amendments, as Chairman of Bills and Legislation, I, too would like to have time to consider the Bills when it comes to Bills and Legislation Standing Committee, sir. 

As all of us often mentioned we want to be transparent in our own areas of responsibilities, we too, would like to see that any amendments of any Act or amendments of any Legislation for that matter, should come well in time, so that Bills and Legislation Committee have time to scrutinize or even we want to interview those responsible, so that whatever we present before Parliament, it would help our country work well as a country, Mr Speaker.  


This Bill, although have small amendments, the amendments themselves are very important as far as we are concerned, because it allows us to go beyond the barriers that I have experienced for the past years that hindrance the development on the area of mining.  

So even if we say it is small, in their own context, Mr Speaker, sir, as Chairman of Bills and Legislation Standing Committee, I see that they have an important area and we too have to look into this very carefully because in English as some of you are very good at it, small work can mean a lot of things.  We need to look into those issues very carefully.


Also, Mr Speaker, sir, our Report is not to be sheltered.  I think it would be good for the Honourable Members to read them so that you too would see the deliberations or discussions of the Bills and Legislation Committee.  When we discussed these amendments, we were very happy that the Minister of Mines and his officials and the office of Attorney General for doing the right part in trying to ensure that after all we have been talking about development and economic achievement, unless and until we amend our legislation, we cannot go forward even if how many times we talk about developments in this Honorable House.  

So, Mr Speaker, sir, the Bills and Legislation Committee too do not want to see the amendments, if Parliament can allow or give us mandate because we want to see what are the regulations in relation to the amendments, so that we too would want to see this go in line with the amendments that are taking place and will be tabled before Parliament.  But this morning, Mr Speaker, we understand that the Minister has discretion to the regulations and we feel as a committee that is responsible to scrutinize and see this amendment, we too need to look through this regulation before ...….  

Also, Mr Speaker, one of our concerns in any other bills or amendments is a timeframe because there are times when we look at the amendments but it is sheltered in the Ministries or the government otherwise did not follow up on how far the Ministry or the organization has gone through these amendments in implementing those important references that we have passed.  

Without much to say, Mr Speaker, I do not have much to express or as others have spoken, I do not have any problems with these two amendments.  I think I have seen them within at this point in time and as I have already said earlier, Mr Speaker, Sir, I should congratulate the Minister having seen it fit and having put these amendments before the Parliament, so that this Ministry can move forward amd achieve in its objectives of policy mandate that needs to be carried out.  Without much to say, Mr Speaker, I support the Bill.

Mr WALE:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir, I also wish to register my gratitude to the Minister and the Government for bringing this small but pivotal bit of legislative reform to enable us as a country and our resource owners to benefit more from the exploitation of our natural resources. 

We do not need to look very far to learn from the lessons or one other natural resource which is almost defeated, that is in the Forestry Sector.  As we know, Mr Speaker, Sir, the Forestry Industry has become and all powerful fraternity and the landowners mostly became disempowered.  There’s been negative social impact on a lot of communities, environmental degradation as been allegations of transfer pricing, the increase in rent seeking and the growth of middle men as a new industry.  For all have been associated within this particular sector, of course, there are some good as well that has come out of that particular sector, but any exploitation of natural resources are going to attract the same kind of propensities and attendances within our society and nation. 

And so, Mr Speaker, I’m thankful for any legislative reform that raises the bar that opens up the process to a more transparent, a more responsible allocation of concessions, licenses, access that help all of us to see criteria basis to award the bids.  I raised, Mr Speaker, the lessons from the Forestry Sector because I think they are pattern and if we neglect to look at them, we are doomed to repeat some of the mistakes that we commit and see happened in that sector, Mr Speaker, Sir.  

As alluded to by the Leader of the Independence, I believe it is important that at some stage in the future, the Ministry must think very strongly, in looking at ways to preclude or at least minimize the propensity for speculative interests to acquire respecting and Mining Licenses.  

Further Mr Speaker, further down the track when regulations came out to govern this tender process, I want to submit that the Government or the Ministry consider opening up the tender process to limited publication, so that all stake holders, land owners, leading companies, provincial governments, environment groups they are able to see and judge, Mr Speaker, Sir, the rational and basis for awarding to a specific bidder.  

And it is important, Mr Speaker, Sir, that such regulations governing the tender process be consistent with international best practice.  I up-load the government’s intention for this heading process, we have nothing to fear in an international tender process or ever a domestic one, as long as we are clear the criteria on which we allocate or we award tenders, open to all stakeholders, they are able to see and judge the intensions of the government to these awards.  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Leader of the Independent Group raise a very important point and that is the participation of resource owners in any exploitation of natural resources.  Mr Speaker, Sir, I submit that it is important that as a government we consider the interests of our resource owners, and give them paramount importance and that any regulations governing the tender process, require a clear indication of proposal of how land owners they’ll be made meaningful participants and possibly even a projected quantification of that participation.  

Finally, Mr Speaker, many millions of dollars have been spent in some of the concession areas for prospecting because appropriate data from previous prospecting licenses either hadn’t been submitted to the Ministry or was retrieve from that Ministry.  

This, Mr Speaker, I think it is a very bad practice not only that but a bad mistake from Sovereign Government, it is important that steps are taken that data gathered during prospecting become national property, and that, Mr Speaker, the Ministry guarded to ensure more efficient process in terms of building on what existing data has already been collected.  

Having said all that, however, Mr Speaker, this is an important peace of legislation and I wish to thank the Minister for bringing it to Parliament.  It is well overdue but it is timely that it must come now.  In a couple of years, Mr Speaker, Sir, we know that the natural growth forest is almost depleted of commercial exploitation.  The fisheries and mineral sectors become very important in sustaining our economy and giving hope that one day we maybe so sufficient and so in that regard, I support this Bill, and thank you.

Mr BOSETO:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, very briefly we touch on the source of the wealth of Solomon Islands when begin to enter into this mineral resource under the 6 foot (underneath).  Mr Speaker, I think these amendments are very important but when I hear the comment made by Attorney General as noted by the Bills and Legislation Committee, it is very important for me I rather want if after this a further amendment could be looked into within the two remaining years of the CNURA over this present government.  

The comment said in page 5, the Attorney General clarified that issue of current license holders have to be dealt with under the terms and conditions of their current license acquired right.  I want to know more of that, and the legislation does not have the retrospective effect.  

The Attorney General also raise a possibility of further amendments in the near future to deal with these kind of issues and to further strengthen the Act.  That’s a very very important comment.  This is why the former government would like to take the time and customary land tittle as the priority.  So that land owners are recognised and secure (that give them titles) and then empower them by law so that no longer talking about acquire rights, but the land owner begin talking about leasing their land for the mining company’s operating with no further acquisition.  First of all they must establish that the landlords of these islands are indigenous people.  That is a fact.  And to me I want to emphasize the importance and the urgency of bringing to this Parliament the times and customary land title acts. 

The landowners really have powers to participation or consultation, negotiation with the company, so I really endorse the amendment but also immediately we must go into the root causes of all these legal rights of the company to acquire land.  That is my comment here.  So CNURA Government take note of what the comments of the Attorney General, not to stop, give more power to the Mines and Minerals Act, so that they would look into landowners’ right not just legal rights.  That is my comments.  Thank you very much.

Mr Speaker:  I now call on the mover of the motion to deliver his winding up speech.  

Hon Huniehu:  Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you colleagues who have all contributed positively to the debate at this very short amendment bill.  And in response, all I can say is that the reason why this small amendment came to the floor of Parliament was because the government of the day had initiated policies that had to be taken care of in the Mines and 1996 Mines and Minerals Act Regulations 1996, and therefore, these amendments found its way to the floor of Parliament.  

First of all, Mr Speaker, the government of the day wanted the Isabel Nickel to be put on international tender for competitive biding and to ensure that there is fairness and transparency exercise, all through the process of selection process, and therefore the best option to take is to amend the Mines and Minerals Act to cater for this.


Mr Speaker, this is only an option the government can take.  The Mines and Minerals Act provisions still remains.  This is one of the options that the Ministry can take in determining who will mine the Isabel Nickel.


At the outset, Mr Speaker, I wish to say that this country at the moment is under going a mineral rush.  In other words, we are receiving more applications for prospecting than ever before, specifically because this country is in the fire of rim that all of us know; and therefore it is the view of most prospecting companies within the region and abroad that some big mineral findings might be discovered in our country which will further enhance a drastic economic growth in the future.


Mr Speaker, if we are not ready now to take onboard this development that will be forthcoming in the future then the worse thing that could happen is to create chaos in the mines and minerals industry, which is not good for this country.


Mr Speaker, whilst the country has the Minerals Act, which is the legislative roadmap of the country, from time to time the government is at liberty to initiate its own policies on how to develop these mines to suit the interest of resource owners and all stakeholders in the country.  It is a prerogative of the government to do so.  If the Act does not embrace government policy intentions, then it is this House, this Parliament that must make those amendments to cater for government policies, and that is simply what this Act is doing.


On the fact that this Act has been in long existence but nothing was done about it, I could not answer because I have never been a Minister of Mines in any government previously, and I was not tasked to look after this particular function.  But I can say that government policies must be compatible with our legislative framework in as far as the Mines and Minerals Acts is concerned.  
Mr Speaker, whilst there is an act of Parliament already in existence, it does not mean there are no problems with prospecting in this country.  We continue to experience problems in small and large magnitudes, and it is the responsibility of any government to address problems as they come up.


Mr Speaker, this is the beginning of a long process to overhaul the Mines and Minerals Act to be compatible with the wishes of our people of Solomon Islands and the Government of Solomon Islands.  But we must appreciate the fact that what can we do just after three months taking of office.  I think this is the best we can do.  The concerns that have been raised by colleague Members of Parliament will be taken care of. 


The Ministry of Mines and Energy, in trying to address the shortcomings and the inadequacies within the Mines and the Minerals Ministry has engaged in negotiation with the University of Queensland through a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Government of Solomon Islands, by none other than the Leader of the Opposition, to come and provide assistance in terms of institutional strengthening in that Ministry, to provide awareness to the landowners on what their rights are and what the government expects out of mining and what the village people expect from this investment.


I think it is the first duty of the government to go that way.  We hope that in future when these programs are implemented in that Ministry, all stakeholders, in particular landowners will have access to expert advices from that Ministry either coming from the University of Queensland or the United Nations or the UNDP, whatever source, or even the World Bank.  We do not want to experience what happened to other industries in the past.


The MP for Aoke/Langa Langa did mention the logging industry as creating chaos basically because may be the regulations or the legislations did not address the specific interest of resource owners, and therefore to correct those inadequacies when the industry is in full swing, sometimes it becomes political, sometimes it becomes chaotic, especially when the economy depends entirely on one sector.


We do not want this to happen to the mines and minerals industry, and this is why we have to start addressing it.  


The right of resource owners, as I see it is this.  We want this to be initiated before the mining of the Isabel Nickel.  We want to publish policies or regulation that prescribe who provides shipping services to the mine sites, who provides housing, who provides the machines, who provides all the other associated services needed by this industry.  If it has to be the resource owners then it must be stipulated in the regulations or in government policies.  We must make sure our resource owners are treated properly when these big industries come with huge mega investments.


Some of these investments, Mr Speaker, may be are running into billions of dollars.  Who knows!   As I have said, this country is invested with minerals.  Let us discover them now and let us provide mechanisms to drive these objectives to our national interest.


Mr Speaker, it is not a matter of addressing issues on ad hoc basis as suggested by others.  It may look like we are addressing it on ad hoc basis but later on we will come up with the full management package for this Parliament to see, read and hear about.  And I will be proud to be the one doing that.  

Mr Speaker, whether this Amendment found its way to the floor of Parliament because of the interest of a few, I deny it, because this is an exercise to correct the wrongs of the past. 

In fact, Mr Speaker, we want the right people to do investment in this project, and not favoring a few minority group or a few investors.  If you want to practice that then we do not need to go for international tender, we just handpick whoever we think could do it.  The very moment you leave yourself open to that kind of practice, Mr Speaker, you would normally get the wrong guy doing it because you are not guided through internationally accepted practices to determine who has the financial capacity, requisite skills, experience, and credibility to do it.  
The very moment you start dealing with disrepute companies in the international community, you are killing the mining industry for good.  Because the mining industry in this world is all about credibility, it is all about your financial capacity to effectively deal with the investment that you want either through tender or  through the issuance of a mining license.  

Mr Speaker, I can only say here that this is the right direction.  Whether the amendment came here because of Sumitomo, I would like to deny this as well.  Mr Speaker, Sumitomo’s case is totally different.  It has taken my Director of Mines to court because he did not accept the extension of its license basically because it did not have support from landowners at that point in time.  The provision of the Mines and Minerals Act allows mining companies to consult with landowners and the government for access rights.  It did not have support from landowners at that point in time and therefore it has taken my Ministry to court.  

But let me say that we must at all cost try to avoid taking the government to court on silly things like this.  There are lawyers who want to keep this issue in court for the rest of the 10 years because they do not lose.  They do not lose but it is the nation that loses from this litigation.  They do not lose, and of course the accountants as well.  The two practices that want to create more problems in crisis situation are lawyers and accountants.  

I hope that some days these people change their attitude towards developing the nation.  We are supposed to be all honorable citizens.  
Mr Speaker, I do not see any sense in taking the government to court because you do not have the backup of landowners at that point in time to warrant approval of an extension.  That is a requirement that was not fulfilled at that point in time.  

I heard, Mr Speaker, that the lawyers of this company want to keep this project in the court as long as they can.  Let them hear it from me now that I do not want this.  
This country depends on this industry to write off our economic inequalities, economic problems and here we have some rich people sitting up there tampering with the economic interest and the wellbeing of the people of this country.  We must get our senses back.  

Whether we are afraid that getting more investors in the mining industry in this country will allow overseas people to control our future destiny, Mr Speaker, no, God forbids.  We should not allow this because this government will come up with the right policies to back up changes and more changes to come in the legislation.  Paramount to our consideration must be the very people we represent in this Parliament.  

Sir, I am pleased that the MP for Central Guadalcanal and the Leader of the Independent Group has raised this issue about landowners’ interest.  My dear friend, we want to work with you to ensure that the interest of resource owners in future operations are not restricted, are not undermined by corporate interest, ambitious corporate interest of investors.  

The list of requirements will start from number 1 to 100.  That is what we want to see who accepts this and that.   Negotiations must start with a base, a sound policy base, and I did not see any sound policy base created by any government in the past to guide resource owners to negotiate the best they can or government officers to negotiate the best they can for the interest of government and the interest of landowners.  This will be done by this government.  

Mr Speaker, one of the reasons why this Bill came into this House is because some prospectors think they can have monopoly over prospecting license in this country.  They think they can apply for 10 prospecting licenses and then apply for another 10 more licenses.  No, we should not allow an industry to be monopolized by a single investor.  That is why it is very important to restrict prospectors to only a few licenses.  Because in all in, Mr Speaker, they have to report to the Director of Mines about the activities they are doing in the tenement areas.  
The law at the moment does not give power to the Minister and the Director of Mines and his committee to withdraw or cancel any prospecting license that is inactive for some time.  Mr Speaker, if somebody gets a prospecting license and over one year does not perform, it must be the right of the Minister or the right of the Director of Mines to cancel the license and allow new competitors, new players in the market place.  That is a sensible thing that must be considered.  
There must also be regulation that allows the Director of Mines and his committee to carry out due diligent on applicants as well.  The very fact due diligent is carried out when applicants apply for investment with the Ministry of Commerce does not necessarily mean that the Mines Board should not be given that privilege.  I think this is where it starts.  This is why some fly-by-night investors have been giving prospecting license that do not have money to do the prospecting and so sell those rights to other people.  
This has been the complaint of many Members of Parliament for a long, long time now.  So when can we address it?  It must be right now.  This is the government of change and in the right direction.  This is very true.  

Mr Speaker, allow my Director of Mines to begin the process of diligent checks when he receives application forms at the Ministry of Mines and Energy.  

Sometimes the Minister is also placed in a peculiar situation when he knows nothing about an investors and he is asked to sign a little piece of paper.  Where are the checks and balances?  The law does not allow you to do it.  That is why I refused to sign, and they take me to court saying I have no power to do that.  Under the law the Minister of Mines is the custodian over mineral rights in this country.  

Although it was not specific, I have to say not to use that as a provision they can dispute in the court of law.  I hope it will make history if it is determined in the High Court or where.  

Sir, I do not want to bore Parliament with the responses.  As I have said no one seriously opposes this Bill and so when the Bill comes into the committee of supply, please ask legal questions because I will not answer them but the Attorney General will be asked to answer all the legal questions on this Bill.

I hope, Mr Speaker, the passage of this Bill will make my Ministry to work even harder to apply sound management policy and exercise to our resources.  

With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, I beg to move.

The Bill passed its second reading
Bill – Committee Stage

The Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008
The House resolves into the Committee of the Whole House

Mr Chairman:   Honorable Members I will now propose to go through the Bill clause by clause.  
Clause 1

Mr Sogavare:  Can the Minister inform the House the time frame of bringing this piece of legislation into effect?  We also understand that the regulation is yet to be formulated to make certain parts of this Amendment come into operation.  Can the Minister inform us as to how he wants to bring this particular legislation into effect?
Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, in as far as regulations are concerned, after the passage of this of Bill my staff will be working on the regulations.

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, can the Minister confirm that he will only bring this Bill into effect after the regulations are formulated?
Hon Huniehu:  This Bill will come into effect as soon as it goes through the process of gazette, which is two to six months time.

Mr Sogavare:  I understand and thank you very much for that explanation.  Our concern is that we were briefed by officials that regulations are yet to be put in place, but regulations actually make the principal acts operational.  Without regulations you cannot effectively bring into operation any amendments.  We just want to be clear about that.

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, as I have said, the Bill will come into effect after the gazettal.  The regulations are being looked at now.  It is something that can come in after the Bill is gazetted.

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, if I could assist in this matter.  Since this is a minor bill, as soon as Parliament passes the bill, it will go straight for royal assent stage where the Governor General will grant royal assent, and then we will take it from there for gazetting.  That should not take long but depending on instructions we receive from the Ministry.  We will be liaising with the Ministry as to when we should bring it to gazette.  

In regards to regulations, we will await instructions from the Ministry to give us the kind of procedures they want to be prescribed and we will do the drafting immediately after the instructions are received

Clause 1 agreed to

Mr Chairman:  Honorable Members, the Minister has advised me of a technical amendment that has come to his attention, and so I will call on the Minister. 

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, I seek leave under Standing Order 51(2) to introduce an amendment to the Bill without notice.

(Leave granted by the Chairman)

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2(a) of the Mines and Minerals Amendment Bill 2008 be amended by inserting the words “the definition of” following the word “after” on line one.


For the information of Members the clause will then read “by inserting after the definition of the word alluvial miner the following)

Mr Chairman:  Honorable Members, the Honourable Minister proposes to insert the words “the definition of” following the word “after” in line one.  If no Member wishes to comment on this minor amendment, I will now put the question.  

Clause 2(a) amended

Clause 2 as amended
Mr Agovaka:  Mr Chairman, I wish to comment on associate company.  Can the Minister explain to the house what this really means because to me it means a consortium of companies that apply for a license and hence obtaining, for example a mining license and hold that license and invite tender for an actual mining to come and operate.  Does this clause or word “associate company” means this as well? 

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, the word “associate company” only appears in this new clause and it applies to new applications.  However, if the applicant is an associate of a company that already has a prospecting license, this test will come to play to test whether the company who already has a prospecting license is eligible for a fourth prospecting license.  
Now bear in mind that the phrase used there is ‘prospecting license’.  It does not include ‘mining leases’ or ‘mining licenses’.  The essence of that new paragraph is to encourage companies or applicants holding prospecting license to move to the next stage of mining or doing actual mining.  Once a company has moved to the next stage of conducting actual mining, that new clause does not affect that particular company because it has gone beyond the prospecting stage.

Mr Agovaka:  Mr Chairman, just for clarity.  In mining there are two types of companies.  One is a prospecting company, which only does prospecting.  Once the results are found and all statistics and data are compiled, you can say to a mining company here are the data and whether they want to buy it to operate the mining or not.  
I am just wondering therefore whether the associate company means a consortium that holds a license or does it also mean an actual mining company that does mining rather than a company that just holds a license with the intention of selling it.
Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, the definition is broad.   It includes parent or holding companies and subsidiary companies, and so it would embrace a consortium as well.

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, to help us understand better, as the Attorney General rightly pointed out, this new term comes with the new incorporation of subsection 5(c) of section 20, which has never been in the legislation.  It is a new incorporation.  
To help us better understand this, can the Minister just give us some practical reasons that warrant the incorporation of this particular term that the government sees as a problem.
Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, the Minister has requested me to answer the question.  The practical reason according to instructions received by the Chambers is that there are or there may be situations where as the Minister has said in his speech, some companies could merely obtained prospecting license without actually conducting mining.  This clause is to avoid the situation where companies have already obtained three prospecting licenses or more so that as much as we would like companies to apply for prospecting license, that flexibility only extends to a maximum of three prospecting licenses.  After that we should not allow companies to continue applying for prospecting licenses without actually going to the stage of conducting actual mining.  That is the practicality I saw from the instructions we received.

Mr Agovaka:  Mr Chairman, let us go back again to prospecting.  The nature of prospecting takes years, in fact five years to 10 years for prospecting.  If a prospecting company does not find the result it wanted it would want to extend to prospect more.  In fact they can extend to other piece of land for purposes of prospecting.


With this amendment Bill, what the Attorney General is saying is that after three prospecting licenses, and prospecting licenses are actually for certain areas but if he wants to prospect in another area he would apply for a prospecting license.  In the event that he does not find the statistics or the data or the result he wanted, he would like to continue in the same area doing prospecting.  Does this allow for that or what is this?

Mr Huniehu:  First of all, I just want to clear some doubts in someone’s mind, in particular those who have been issued more than three licenses.  Some companies have been issued with eight licenses or more.  This specific amendment does not affect those licenses as they were issued under a different jurisdiction by previous Ministers.  Those are upheld.  We are specifically addressing new situations.  But in a situation where a company being issued with three licenses requests for a fourth one after one of his license is not positive and he applies for another one, he can surely be allowed another one.  But the idea here is to restrict the applications within the boundaries of the associate companies only.

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, perhaps if I could add to what the Minister has said.  The questioner should take particular notice of the word used in that clause which is, ‘over different prospecting areas’.  The term ‘prospecting area’ is defined in the principal act as the ‘area subject to a prospecting license’.  If an existing company has a prospecting license, obviously it will have a wide area specified in that existing prospecting license.  If he wants to do prospecting outside of the specified area in the existing prospecting license then that company has to make a new application.  It is that new application that is subject to this new clause being examined here.

Mr Agovaka:  What the Attorney General is saying is that if a company has a special prospecting license, but if he does not find what he wants, he can either apply for a license to prospect in other areas or just an extension of that lease for the purpose of prospecting to get the results that he wants?

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, if it is a completely new area then he would have to apply for a new license and not an extension.

Mr Usa:  Mr Chairman, in any Mines and Minerals Board Meeting there is always one or two representative from the landowning group wholly summon may be to give opinion to the board meeting.  In this new amendment, and this is in regards to tendering, does the Minister have in mind to include in the regulation a representative from landowners to be a member of the tender board or to be summoned to give opinion in any tendering process?

Hon Huniehu:  Definitely yes, we will consider that.
Mr Wale:  Mr Chairman, I come back to the point on associate company, and specifically want to point out the need for clearer definition of the words “parent holding companies, subsidiary companies, business or joint ventures”.  The definitions of those are presumably in other commercial legislation, particularly the Company’s Act, which is way, way out of date.  There is the need to update that piece of legislation to clearer define what we mean when we say especially ‘business or joint ventures’.


Mr Chairman, the aim of this piece of legislation is to attract credible investors with the financial and technical capacity and to retain them to continue in their investment but it could go the other way and make it harder too, for the people we want to attract.  The clarity of these definitions is going to be important, especially when businesses or joint ventures beg too much.  
What would stop, for instance, on the negative two businesses that are neither parent nor holding nor subsidiary companies?  They are not related in anyway as defined under the current Companies Act from having an agreement that falls short of a joint venture in the normal way of the business sense of it.  What is there to preclude such an arrangement from jumping through the hook in this regard?  That would be my question to the Minister and the Honourable Attorney General.

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, definitely the Ministry can provide that kind of information through its publications on the interpretation of these various companies in clause 2(b) for interested applicants who may wish to apply for prospecting licenses.

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, for that kind of company restructuring, perhaps one of the reason is that we have the kind of clause for due diligent here.  A due diligent search would be able to assist us in ascertaining that kind of company restructuring, which the Member for Aoke/Langa Langa contemplates.


To answer the question more specifically, you would see that after the word “associated company” we see the word “includes”.  This means it is not exclusive.  The words you see there “parent holding companies, subsidiary companies, business or joint ventures” are just some of those things in the list and that is why you see the word “includes”.  It is not restrictive; it is not a one full stop definition, no.  It is inclusive. 


Depending on the company restructuring, there is a more latitude for inclusion of other terminologies that we may not be familiar with at this stage to come into the word “associated company”.

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, subclause (c).  May be this is the appropriate time to get the Attorney General just to brief the House on the effect of the High Court decision, which I understand the Minister has already alluded to it during his wind up of the debate.  But could the Attorney General or the Minister just brief the House so that we better understand the effect of the High Court case on the grounds Sumitomo is taking the government to court for.
Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, if my reference to the court case will not prejudice the particular case, I will ensure that I do not go to that extent.  
I understand the case that is pending in court relates more to the expiry of the Letter of Intent that was issued by the Minister.  The process is that a company would lodge an application and that application will then be considered by the Minerals Board and if the Minerals Board accepts the application, the Minister then issues a Letter of Intent, which is an intention to issue prospecting license on the satisfaction of certain conditions one of which is the signing of the Surface Access Agreement with landowners. 


In this particular case, the signing of the agreement with the landowners was not completed or may have been completed with some landowners but not all, and so there was the problem of resolving the land disputes which continued and then came to the time when the Letter of Intent period had lapsed.  So the company then sought extension of the Letter of Intent, which was rejected by the Ministry, and therefore the Company is taking the Government to court questioning why the Minister did not exercise his powers in the Act to extend the period of the Letter of Intent because it was still dealing with several land disputes.  That is the case pending before the court.  
I am not sure whether that is the case the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is referring to or is he referring to the previous one.

Mr Sogavare:  I thank the Attorney General for his explanation.  So if the decision goes to the affirmative, in support of the case of the company, how would this amendment be affected?

Mr Chairman:  Point of order.  I think the result is pending court decision and therefore should not be considered with this Bill.  For information the Attorney General has given information on that pending case and so I will not allow the Attorney General to answer the question.

Mr Agovaka:  Mr Chairman, where it says tender at sub clause (c), tender means inviting, soliciting or placing on open market, whether domestically or internationally, a land area proposed for reconnaissance, prospecting or mining.  


I would like to go back to the word “land area”.  What does the Minister mean “a land area”?  Does it comply with what those in mines usually used “UTMG”, which means Universal, Transverse Mercator Grid in complying with map area which must be properly to scale and accuracy?

This land area, what does it really mean?  Land area to me could mean the surface, six feet under the ground?  What does it really mean when you are trying to tender this land area?

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, a land area where a prospecting license has been acquired.

Clause 2 as amended agreed to.

Clause 3

Mr Wale:  Mr Chairman, clause 3.  I would like to ask the Minister whether the Ministry has come up with the draft criteria for this due diligent.  In addition to diligent obviously will feed into the tender process and so in that sense it is probably the most strategic bit of information that will help in the determination of awards, therefore the criteria for due diligent for that process itself needs to be fairly transparent and clear.  My question is whether the Ministry has come up with the criteria for such a process?

Hon Huniehu:  Can the Member state which section?

Mr Wale:  I am on clause 3(i)(c), which says “to carry out independent and due diligent search and proper assessment”.  My question is whether the Ministry has come up with the criteria or guidelines for this process of due diligent itself?

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, first of all the due diligent check will involve efforts to find out the financial capability of an applicant, his credibility, whether his company is listed in a stock exchange and whether his current balance sheet is credible.  This information is to provide the Ministry or the board to have confidence in the ability of an applicant to be able to carry out his requirements under the license applied for.

Mr Zama:  Mr Chairman, still on clause 3 on the words “independent and due diligent search and proper assessment”.  I just want to know whether the board or the department has the capability and the capacity to effectively carry out a due diligent assessment and whether the Central Bank would be involved in this process?

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, I think the definite answer is, yes.  The intention of clause 3(c) is to seek more information about an applicant.  I can assure the Member for Rendova/Tetepare that it is yes.

Mr Agovaka:   Mr Chairman, on the same sub clause (c) the word “companies”.  The word “companies” here is in the plural.  Does it also mean singular?  Can the Minister inform us?

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, I thought I have answered that question.  

Clause 3 agreed to

Clause 4

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, just a general explanation.  Ideally the regulations should really come with the amendment so that we can better appreciate the full intention of the government.  But may be for the benefit of the house, what improved provisions will be in the regulation that is going to be different from the requirements of section 20 to achieve the intentions of this amendment?

Attorney General:  Can the Leader of the Opposition repeat the question please?

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, this is more policy related.  Ideally the regulation used to come with the amendment so that the House better appreciates the full intention of the government on those amendments.  
My question is before the regulation comes, Mr Chairman, when the regulations come it would also end up in Parliament eventually through the Bills Committee.  What improved provisions will be in the regulation that is going to be different from the requirements of section 20 so that it achieves the intention of the amendment?

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, if the instructions are sent to us, we will draft the regulations.  It is my advice to the CNURA Government that regulations must be placed before the Cabinet for its endorsement and regulations would also be sent to the Bills Committee. 


Coming to section 20 itself, it has been decided by High Court that section 20 does not allow for international tendering, although in section 20(4) it says the board may call for tender.  I understand why the high court ruled in the way it had ruled because at the end of section 20(4), it says that the tender shall be in compliance with the requirements of this section; that is section 20.


If you look at section 20, section 20 only spells out the procedures for direct applications.  If you look at section 20 carefully, it provides for direct application processes and then it also provides for a restricted tender process.  I use the word “restricted” because although it says that the board may call for tenders, at the end of subsection 4 it says: “in compliance with the requirements of this section” which means you go back to the direct application process again. 


What we have done is in clause 4 we have added the words “except in cases of tender”.  That is the difference brought there.  If you look at clause 4 paragraph (a) (i) you will see the new clause.  Really, the new words we have inserted are the words “except in cases of tender” so that you have the two processes demarcated clearly under section 20.  And then in subsection 4 we remove the words “with the requirements of this section” and replaced with the words “the prescribed procedures”.  


When the tendering process is activated, we will not be required to go through the section 20 process again.  Instead applicants will be required to go through the procedures set out in the regulations.  The regulations will be worked on as quickly as possible to allow for the operation of the amendments that are being examined on the floor of this Parliament.  

Mr Wale: Mr Chairman, in light of the explanation given by the Honourable Attorney General, the application of this amendment except in cases of tender and a clear demarcation that lays down for direct applications and tender process applications, my question is under what conditions do we still need to go through direct applications.  It cannot be that everything will have to go through tender now.  Would some other things still go through direct applications, and under what conditions?  It seems like there is still a loophole left because everything will still go to direct application.  That is my question, Mr Chairman. 

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, as I have said in my response, this provision is an option to be undertaken by the government.  The option of direct allocation still remains.  But in view of the government’s policy to put this project on public tender hence these amendments but not actually withdrawing the previous provision.

Mr Wale:  Mr Chairman, just to explore that further.  It just seems to me when we talked about land last week direct allocations are a real problem.  And it seems to me that we are moving in one direction and one foot still back in the old canoe and not quite sure of forward movement.  


Experience has demonstrated over the years that when we allow this kind of one foot in one canoe moving forward and another foot backward but the option is always to remove direct allocation and the director would have the power to act on direct allocation and it would be perfectly legal.  
We are opening up but at the same time we are allowing it.  I think from the way the Minister explained it, it looks like one loophole will still remain.  We do not actually regulate the manner of direct allocations but that is second best.  The best ideal is to move to tender process everything goes to tender.  
That is the point I am making and whether the Minister needs to clarify or tighten this up or further amend to strengthen the process.  That is the comment I would like to make subsidiary to the question I raised earlier today.

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, whilst I take the point raised by the MP for Aoke/Langa Langa, I still believe this is the wise thing to do now because the mining industry involves various types of investments.  Some investments are medium range, some small, and some are huge in scale and as we proceed on to make further regulations and ask our partners to further review the Act, we can always, in the future, design something more relevant to the circumstances of the industry in Solomon Islands.  I would like to take note of what the MP has said at the moment.

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, in the case of direct allocation, what administrative processes are involved here in the process of making this direct allocation.  Is it a decision taken by one person or the board or who?  
As the MP for Aoke/Langa Langa alluded to, the direction we are moving towards is very good and that is either we do away altogether with direct allocation and put everything on international tender, which seems to be the main focus of argument of the government or subject direct allocation to some very strict administrative procedures in the interest of transparency and fairness.

The way it is goes back to the point raised earlier on that this amendment came in because of a particular issue.  Mr Chairman, I feel that you have one or the other.  If it is international tender then everything must be international tender and not direct allocation.  Reference was made to land allocation as well, and we need to amend that too so that there is no direct allocation to those lands.

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Chairman, whilst I appreciate the concern expressed by the Leader of the Opposition, I am not in a position to reveal in this Parliament what the question was intended for.  But the Ministry will be working on the regulation just like any other legislations made after bills of Parliament were passed.  They will be designed with the guidance of the Cabinet of Solomon Islands in consistent with government policies, and those regulations will be tabled in Parliament.  I think that is when you will have the opportunity to express your views or raise further questions.

Hon Kemakeza:  Mr Chairman, when supervising the Ministry when the Minister was in Washington, it was me who brought this amendment to Caucus.  What I understand is that section 20 remains the same.  The fact that it is this government’s policy to tender certain areas internationally and that is why this amendment came about because that is silent in Section 20 of the principal act.  Section 20 remains untouched.  This is just another option the government thinks it was not provided for in the principal act and thus this amendment.

Mr Zama:  Mr Chairman, I think what the Minister for Forest said is quite misleading.  If you look at clause 4 it clearly states that section 20 of the principal act is hereby amended.  That means it does not remain the same.  There are amendments.  
I think the point that was raised by the MP for Aoke/Langa Langa is still very valid, and which the government needs to seriously take note of.  The discrepancies as to the processes by which applications are received as to whether they will be going through the tender processes, still exists and need to be sorted out.

Clause 4 agreed to.

Clause 5 agreed to.

Mr Chairman:  Honorable Members that brings us to the end of this proceeding.  

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, are we not voting on the preamble?

Mr Chairman:  May be the Attorney General could assist.

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, it is not always essential that preambles have to be considered as well.  What you have there is a memorandum of objects and reasons.  We are in the preamble of the original or the principal act would remain the same.  It is just an improvement that does not affect the original preamble.

Mr Sogavare:  Mr Chairman, we are actually amending the principal act that you bring this amendment to get Parliament’s approval to amend, and this is an amending act and therefore I thought we should give our blessings to the preamble.

Attorney General:  Mr Chairman, if we look at Standing Orders 52(9) it deals with preamble but it says “if there is one”.  That is the word used in that standing order.  “If there is one”.  
What I am saying is that what we have here is a memorandum of objects and reasons or the memorandum is made in pursuance of standing order 43(6). 

Mr Chairman:  I think I will accept the advice of the Attorney General.

Parliament resumes

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Speaker, I beg to report that the Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008 has passed through the Committee of the Whole House with amendments.

BILLS

Bills – Third Reading

The Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008

Hon Huniehu:  Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Bill 2008 be now read the third time and do pass.

The Bill passed its third reading 
Sitting suspended for lunch break

MOTIONS

Motion of Sine Die (Debate resumes)

Hon KEMAKEZA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving this opportunity to the Member for Savo/Russells to contribute very briefly to the motion moved by the Prime Minister “That at the adjournment of Parliament on Friday 11th April 2008, the present meeting shall be concluded and Parliament shall then stand adjourned sine die.”


In doing so, Mr Speaker, in my brief contribution, I will be specifically looking at five issues on this traditional motion, which has no boundaries as to where to start and when to finish.


First of all, my appreciation to you, Mr Speaker, on behalf of my Ministry and my people of Savo/Russells, I congratulate you for your successful election to that post.  As mentioned during my contribution to the Speech from the Throne, you take my thought and confidence.


Likewise, on behalf of my people of Savo/Russells too, and my Ministry, I congratulate the new Member of Parliament for East Malaita for his successful election to be a Member of Parliament in this legislature.  It is a big challenge for him, but I have confidence that he will represent his people and the nation very well.  As a former colleague of the Police Force he has gone through a lot of challenges.  But that is what life is all about.

On the same token, Mr Speaker, I also wish to congratulate the new Member of Parliament for Aoke/Langa Langa for a successfully bye-election.  He also carries my support.  I wish them all the best.  
I am also happy that these two new MPs are government backbenchers.  If anyone in the country would like to know their positions in this Parliament, they are government backbenchers.  They are more useful to be with the government so that all of us can serve in whatever form our country.  I thank them for their wisdom and vision in leading their people and this country forward.


Mr Speaker, His Excellency, the Governor General must also be congratulated.  Although some people think that he read a very long speech, he deserves my appreciation.  I also welcome back the substantive Speaker and thank God for his quick recovery.  Despite of that, Sir, you can still continue to preside over Parliament for very long hours.  He is a very determined statesman and committed for the country.  That is a very good example and symbol for those of us following his footsteps as well as the young generations and those yet to come.


Mr Speaker, I also congratulate the Clerk for her tireless job sitting long hours without taking a break.  Some of us normally take a break by going outside but she remains throughout the time of meeting.  I also thank staff of Parliament for preparing the businesses of Parliament.  
I also thank the Minister of Finance for the formulation of the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008.  He deserves my words of appreciation.  The same also goes to the staff of the Ministry of Finance, in particular, the Budget Unit.


Mr Speaker, I thank the Prime Minister and all the Ministers of the Sikua government for their contribution.  I thank the Permanent Secretaries and accounting officers for putting together the Speech and the 2008 Budget.  We are now ready to implement the Budget.  Implementing the Budget is the biggest challenge before us, as mentioned by the Leader of Opposition yesterday, misquoting things sometimes.  

Mr Speaker, the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, my good friend, the Member for South New Georgia/Rendova/Tetepare must also be congratulated as well as his able members of the Public Accounts Committee.  Without your scrutiny of the Budget, things would not have gone smoothly.  Except at times they ask questions that they know the answers to.  But for the sake of representing their people they have to talk inside Parliament.  And so I thank them.  I would also like to thank the Auditor General who is the Secretary of the PAC.


I would like to thank the Commissioner of Police and members of the Royal Solomon Islands Police, and members of the PPF for security provided at this meeting, enabling it to run smoothly with no disturbance.  They rightly deserve my appreciation.  
The Churches must also be thanked for their prayers in helping us Members of Parliament as well as officials in our discussions and decision makings on issues of paramount importance to our nation and people. 


I congratulate the Public Servants for their work.  Although at times we say things about them, which could be perhaps a slip of the tongue, they deserve our appreciation.  Many of us in here used to be public servants before and we know what it is like to be a public servant.  We come in here and say this and that about them but I think we are worse off than them.

I thank the staff of my Ministry for providing materials/information required by Members of Parliament, Mr Speaker, as well as preparation of papers.  They prepared thick speeches for me except that I do not read the speeches, but they did an excellent job.  I thank them for an excellent job.  


Mr Speaker, I also would like to thank donor partners.  I will soon be working with them so that the theme of my speech on the Budget is carried out.  And that is “Growing trees, grow the national economy”.  Very soon I shall discuss with them.  
I would like to thank the Government and people of Australia for taking the lead, and the Prime Minister for securing assistance in the Forestry Industry.  Thank you Prime Minister, you are a real a negotiator because your counterpart quickly responds.  But this is an issue I am going to come to later on.  
Sir, let me turn to the general observation of this meeting.  This meeting is very special in that it comes with a change of government.  It is a change from the Sogavare Government to the Sikua Government.  This is a change that is quite unique.  
Last time, the same group was on this side, even the present Prime Minister himself was a Minister of the Leader of the Opposition now who was Prime Minister then.  The attitude of the two governments is what I would like to observe here.  The former government of the Leader of Opposition is a dictatorial government and this present government is an accommodating government.  That is what I observe.  It is a change of government and also a change of policy.  

The Opposition Group claimed that some of the policies of the last government form part of this government.  This is because almost half or three quarters of this government are from the other side.  I am surprised they run back to this side.  Last time the number was 38 on that side and this time 38 is on this side and it will be 40.  That shows clearly the difference between a dictatorial government and an accommodating government. 

I have a real brother who was a minister of the former government.  This is just an example.  He used to come to my house in the middle of the night.  Some times he refused to talk with me over the phone otherwise he will be seen and get sacked.  What this means is that those serving under that government are fearful of being sacked.  That is why I called that government a dictatorial government because it cannot accommodate situations.  That is the problem with that government. 

The policies might be the same but the application of the policies that we preach so much about that we are going to do are not carried out.  Let me give you an example, Mr Speaker.  I read this policy statement last night and I can see the Guadalcanal Leaders’ Summit mentioned inside.  They talked about reconciliation and rehabilitation but this was never done by the former government.  You continue to promise people but you failed to do it.  
The present ruling government led by the Prime Minister, during our first day of meeting, and that is why I said this is a special meeting, puts into action the same time what he puts in the policy statements.  This is the reconciliation that took place outside of Parliament, which you witnessed Mr Speaker.  That is the beginning of reconciliation between the two leaders.  Let us start reconciliation on this floor of Parliament before we go out preaching to others that we are going to reconcile.  
With that I congratulate the Prime Minister and the Leader of Opposition for the reconciliation that took place outside Parliament because first of all they need to reconcile their differences because they are the two governments.  Now one is sitting on this side and another one on that side.  Last year I sit on one of those chairs on that side, and you are right behind me, Mr Speaker, and I said to everyone sitting here that one day you are going to come and sit on this side.  What I said happened. 
I am not a Patere or a Mama or a Pastor or whatever but if you believe you can move a mountain.  If you have faith you can move a mountain.  That can sometimes happen.  

It is a fact of changing the attitude of a human being.  That is the reason why when the Member for South New Georgia/Rendova Tetepare said in here that within 100 days this government did literally nothing but I can say that two years there is physically nothing too.  There is physically nothing.  I failed to see anything happening during the two years.  But 100 days of putting papers together is like a ship with a compass going forth to its destiny.  Is that not working?  That is work.  
If you think it is only paper, it is merely a piece of policy that we launch one after another and you say it is nothing then it is like a ship without a compass?
But I know my colleague Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee is merely saying that so that people hear him when he himself knows that this government is working.  Thank you for acknowledging that.  And do not be surprised, Mr Speaker, as I have said, because he is a rare species too.  He was Minister for Finance in October, he was Minister for Justice in November, and then in December he was Minister for Education.  Within three months he serves three ministries.  His CV is here with me, I got it from Hansard.  

He was Minister for Law and Justice from 8th October 2007 to 7th November, Minister for Finance and Treasury from 8th November to 27 November, and Minister for Education from 28th November until December when the new government came in.  Do not think that I am talking without proof.  I got this from the Hansard and the website.  
Anyway, Mr Speaker, no Member of Parliament is qualified to be the Chairman of the PAC.  He is the only person qualified to be chairman of the PAC.  He has my support and confidence in holding that position.  

I say this because accounting is his profession.  He did accounting at the Solomon Islands College of Higher Education.  After that he went to a New Zealand University, then to the Australian National University, and then to a university in Southern Queensland, and currently he is doing his Masters.  Therefore, nobody here is capable to be Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee than the Member for Rendova/Tetepare, my good friend except sometimes he talks it is a slip of the tongue.  That is my only reservation about him, but he is the most qualified person.  He used to work at the Central Bank too and that is why I put him as my Minister of Finance before, and he is the longest Minister of Finance in my government, almost three years.  It is not a mistake that I chose him to be my Finance Minister.  That is one of my observations during this meeting.  Although we have the Speech from the Throne, the 2008 Budget and also other reports by the Prime Minister, but it is a special meeting where quite a lot of interesting things happen.    

I thank the Clerk too for rearranging some procedures, which are quite interesting, but that is Parliament developing.  On that same note, I would like to thank the Parliamentary Strengthening Team with their Project Manager.  They are our young academics working in this Parliament.  I congratulate them because they are our future leaders.  One of these days, I believe, they will be Members of Parliament sitting in this Chamber.  

Sir, the reconciliation highlighted this meeting and we have gone through a few other things too.  

The Leader of the Opposition talked so much about Australia.  Mr Speaker, I am someone that Australia criticized more than the Leader of the Opposition.  I appeared in the Commission of Inquiry’s Report on the 2007 Riot.  I quote a statement in the Report: “We don’t like the Kemakeza Government to come back to power because he is very close to the ex-militants”.  That is what the report says.  If the report is here you can read what I am saying on page 97.  The second report, Mr Speaker.  So Australia does not like the Kemakeza Government to come back to power.  It was the government of the Leader of the Opposition that they wanted, and that was why all the academics of this country formed the government then, but all of them came back to this side.
When others treated us that way, Mr Speaker, and that is why I said you must be accommodating.  You take it and swallow it because that is how others will criticize you.  
I am the kind of person that even though I was criticized and called all sorts of names like big fish and all sorts of names, but I still win in my constituency.  My people still have confidence in me.  
You can go ahead to say all sorts of things about me to the NGOs, the media and the politicians, you can go ahead, but it is very hard, because the old man will still come back.  
So the Australians do not want the Kemakeza Government to come back in power because I am very close to the ex-militants.  Now they change their attitude again.  But they are my good friends.  In fact they helped my government.  I did not hide it.  When I have time to talk with the High Commissioner, I told him that this is the report his new government has written.  Only the two of us, hiding inside the office.  I did not jump up and down, like someone talking in public and so ‘you are caught with your pants down’.  Such jargons belong to a wild man in the bush.  If you are a real human being you must talk like a human being, even though you are criticized.  Read the Bible sometimes.  The Bible says that if someone slaps you on one side, turn around so that he slaps you on the other side too.  Is that true?  The Reverend knows this very well because he is a bishop.

Sir, in regards to the former Attorney General, this government is not saying that it did not like that human being.  No.  This government is saying ‘go and clear your name’.  Otherwise we do not know we are a party to extradition treaty, a treaty that covers transnational crime.  Who is going to question our party to that treaty?  Have we forgotten, Mr Speaker?  
We are a party to this treaty and therefore if any one does something wrong in here, surely if he is requested by another country we must send him to that country because it is an international treaty.  

Solomon Islands is a member of the transnational crime whether it is drug trafficking, money laundering and the list goes on.  And who is administering these transnational crimes, Mr Speaker?  It is the Central Bank.  It monitors money that comes in and out of the country to ensure they are clean money, unlike the tax haven in Vanuatu.
In talking about our foreign relations, I must thank and congratulate the Prime Minister for talking with your counterparts in trying to mend our relations.  Because whatever the two or three of you counterparts discuss and talk about is final and conclusive.  Anyone starting from the Minister down will just be implementing what you have agreed upon because who else is above you to say ‘wait I will decide on it’.
For that reason, Mr Speaker, it was hardly a week after our Prime Minister returned from meeting with his counterpart, his counterpart came here and met with him.  He came and gave us assurance.  

Although there are strings attached to their assistance, Mr Speaker, but that is their taxpayers’ money.  As long as we benefit from all these assistances, Mr Speaker, we have no choice.  I will come to this later on.  
That is basically what I can see in my observation of this meeting.
Sir, I am coming to my third point and this is on how I see the destiny of our country.  It is a country of diverse people with a diverse culture of half a million people, the second biggest country in the Pacific, second to Papua New Guinea, we have a small population not like Papua New Guinea which is about five to six million.  There are half a million people in Solomon Islands with vast resources and rich in resources.  Is that why it is hard for us to control and govern it?  Mr Speaker, is it difficult for us to govern half a million people living in the second biggest island country in the Pacific with a lot resources.  Is that the challenge?  If it is a challenge then we have to find the answer.  

That is why I was talking about two governments, of which one is dictatorial and another one is accommodating.  This is what it is like, Mr Speaker.  I made a diagram last night on something that people talked so much about, and that is human rights.  In Asia there are only two human rights - shelter and food.  It is a house to sleep and food to eat.  But in Solomon Islands human rights is when you whip your child you are going to be arrested.  There are many strings attached.  
Therefore, the rights of a human being according to the definition of other countries is make sure you sleep in a comfortable house and have food to eat.  But for us it is not.  The definition of human rights is different.  

So what is happening in Solomon Islands?  Don’t we have food to eat?  No, we have a lot of food to eat and our people have shelter.  Nobody sleeps outside in the air.  We live very comfortably.  We have root crops in our gardens, we have cabbages in the bush, we have fish in the sea and we feed our own chickens, pigs and whatever for our daily living.  That is the difference in Solomon Islands.  

All the 50 Members on this floor of Parliament including yourself, Mr Speaker, and the Clerk, we come from that society.  Have we easily forgotten?  Why did we easily forget, Mr Speaker?  That is how our people live.  If you say my people live better than that.  I bet you, let us go.  Anybody who comes here and says something different must be from a different planet.  

Let us look at the situation of our people and the country.  That is why I was misquoted as being very close to the ex-militants during my government.  But let me tell you, Mr Speaker, that that is the reason I achieved peace for this nation.  There is no other method.  If there is one then tell me. 

Mr Speaker, I called this peace first before justice.  Peace before justice.  No wonder we ended up in court because justice comes later.  But that is my policy and that is why I achieved peace.

It must be working with our people who were holding guns in the grass, in the sea and on top of the mountain.  It is not the Premier of Guadalcanal Province or the Premier of Malaita Province or the Prime Minister or Ministers who suffered inside the bush.  No you only talk but they cannot listen to you.  
If that is the approach you are taking you would not succeed.  Do you know why?  This is because you did not talk to the person who suffered inside the grass.  That is why I put the trend that if we do not understand the situation at our homes or where we come from, all of us 50 Members of Parliament, Mr Speaker, then I think you must have come from Mars, Venus or another planet.

When a situation corresponds with the policy of this government then thank God we answered it - rural advancement.  Rural advancement is the only missing factor amongst our people.  How can they generate their small income to meet their basic needs in this situation?  Let alone the basic services in this budget we are talking about, and the Minister for Health stood up and said, I will fix the water supply.  I will come to this later on because the second last thing I would like to talk about is my constituency.  And I want the Minister of Health to help me rehabilitate all the water supplies in Savo, Russell Islands, because that is what our people need.  
Mr Speaker, just look at China Town as a simple example.  Only a few hectares of land makes a lot of money and it still survives.  We have the whole world but we still complain.  

Mr Speaker, I traveled round the four corners of this nation.  Many of you have never been to many of the places I have visited.  If you talk about any of your places that you have not been to like the bush in Kwaio, VATTU, Renbell, Lord Howe, East Malaita, West Are Are, Tasimboko and right up in the bushes of Guadalcanal and Makaruka on the other side and even Tatuve, I have been to those places during the colonial days.  I joined the Police Force in 1969 when there were no vehicles and we have to walk by foot to many of these places.  I have been to all the places in Solomon Islands, and so I know the situations of the country and so you cannot lie to me.  
Sir, our people only need the basic services.  And here I thank the Prime Minister for talking about water supplies.  These people are not expensive people.  They just want us to improve their water supply, they want us to improve their classrooms, they want us to improve their churches, they want us to establish their copra buying points, provide shipping services, and we reduce the price of rice that has increased by 5%.  We talked about reducing it but instead it increased.  
We are making a mockery of ourselves because somebody, somewhere, somehow is not doing his/her job.  I thank the Prime Minister for starting to look around now at who is not doing his/her job.  We promise our people and so let us do it.  These are the basic things our people want. 

Sir, I thank the Deputy Prime Minister for the Rural Livelihood.  That is the answer, that is the answer for the half a million people.  It is only half a million and not even close to one million.  This is a country that has a lot of resources.  We are lying down on resources that other countries do not have.  That is why you must help me to plant a lot of trees for future generations.  
Some of you did not attend Cabinet yesterday when we passed a paper for the portable Lucas mills because everything must go before the Cabinet to make the decision otherwise the Prime Minister sacks me.  I am used to being sacked.  The Leader of the Opposition too sacked me before.  I am not a human being if I did not learn from my mistakes.  

Sir, what created the problem that we are now trying our best to put right?  Why did we go through the conflict?  Why is that in the last eight years we went through the darkest part of our life?  What is wrong?  
If we cannot learn from that past situation so that we adjust it now for the future, then it will be like another time bomb.  For example, when the Minister for Indigenous affairs gave money to our fishermen, do you know who feeds this town with fish?  It is the fishermen from Isabel, Guadalcanal, Central Province, Malaita and this time from Makira too.  This is because we Members of Parliament gave them canoes and engines to go and fish for their livelihood.  And the Minister for Fisheries if you do not do anything about the rotten fish being sold at the market then forget about all the outboard motors we gave to our people.  That is a commercial undertaking and a lot of people ended up in hospitals already.  This is very true.  Some fish when held up your finger just went right through inside.  We do not know whether those fish were contaminated with oil or medicine or spray or whatever.  

I really thank the Prime Minister for jumping in this time and do whatever we can to stop this practice before anyone is dead or before we get into trouble, or before some business people cannot pay their loan, or before they will come back to us and ask for another engine and canoe.  

I am also involved in this, and that is why I am talking about it.  Our island is small not like other bigger Islands and our source of income is fish.  We are almost like the Langa Langa people who went fishing almost every day.  If you do not believe me, try sitting down at Rove and you will see canoes returning from a day’s fishing trip from 2 pm to 4 pm.  They went fishing outside, and sometimes they even go to Marovo and Isabel.  That is fishing.  It is very hard work.  But what happens when they arrive here.  Because the salt fish are sold at the market, people buy the salt fish instead of the fresh fish and many times the fishermen ended up throwing the fish away.  So we have to do something.  

That is just one example but there are thousands of examples you can think of on why we hinder the rural livelihood of our people.  Rural livelihood is what we are talking about here.  If not you talk about urban livelihood so that we forget about our people.  We talk so much about them saying they are 85% of our population.  Those people need to survive with the little income generating activity they are doing.  In participating they also took part in the development of our country.  Even if you are a copra cutter or a cocoa harvester and whatever projects, you are taking part in economic development of this country.  

Sir, I call on the Minister of Health to check the salt fish sold at the markets before it is too late.  I think the Member for West Honiara also talked about this same issue the other day.  
Let me now go to my constituency before I sit down, but first I will clarify a few things about my Ministry.  I am not going to talk about logging because we have said so much about it.  I just want you to help me plant a lot of trees.    

Sir, I congratulate the Leader of the Opposition because this is the first time he cooperates.  He is much better this time.  He was not like before when he used to sit here and I was on the chair of the Prime Minister.  Our hands almost touched.  Last night I saw him on the TV with the Minister of Environment.  He is becoming a mature leader.  I congratulate him for his contribution at this Meeting because he accepted many issues although he may have reservations on them.  
I have already answered the Member for South New Georgia Rendova/Tetepare.  West Makira, I have already given him his answer.  The Member for Central Guadalcanal did very well.  Congratulations for your contribution except that he is the only independent member.  Mr Speaker, may be you should join him so that you are two because now he is the only one.  
Better still, Mr Speaker, is for you to check the Constitution and disqualify him.  I am not joking, Mr Speaker.  I mean it.  This is very serious.  When I was Prime Minister before your office wrote to me about the now Minister for Environment but he has three members at that time.  The Leader of Independent now is by himself.  To be fair, Mr Speaker, sort out the office.  

The Minister of Fisheries, I have already told you about fish for my fishermen.  He is on my list.  I am now talking about constituency.  Because the motion of sine die is the only time I can talk about the constituency because I am their member.  It is the fish that they told me about.  I went down to the Yacht Club one evening and they almost killed me.  Lucky I ran away before they reach me because all of them were drunk.  They were angry because they had to throw their fish into the sea because they rot. 

But it is good my good Prime Minister has already stepped in as well as the Minister of Fisheries, Health, Home Affairs and Town Council.  Those are very able ministries to look into that issue.  
The Minister for Tourism is not here, Mr Speaker, but I thank him for Anuha.  Anuha must take off the ground.  And it is the first time, Mr Speaker, this government has cleared Anuha.  Before I used to hear words like power of attorney, but now the High Court has cleared it.  Anuha is now free, and any developer who wants to go and develop Anuha, just talk with the responsible authorities.  
Mr Speaker, Savo is changing Anuha this time.  Anuha is the top in the country and also in the world.  Right now Savo is taking over, and the operator is none other than the one speaking right now.  Now I beat Fat Boys and Maravaghi.  I am still going up and very soon I will take over the other resorts.  

Thank you, Minister for Civil Aviation, for the many flights.  Now the fare is cheap and a lot of tourists are coming.  Today there are 50 tourists in Savo, another 28 left today.  Some of them have been staying there for about two weeks.  On Friday another group will go there.  These are people coming from overseas.  Many tourists upon arriving here do not want to spend the night here in Honiara but went direct to Savo.  

On commerce, the price of copra price is going up.  I thank the Prime Minister for announcing it.  Now I think the price is $3.00 per kilo.  It can even go up to $4.00 or $5.00 per kilo if we work hard.  That is rural livelihood our people want because that is their income and their survival.  

Do you know why copra price is not going to drop?  This is because the coconut oil is now used to fuel vehicles, lights and so its demand will be very high.  The Minister of Environment understands this and so he will clarify this when he speaks because he was once the Minister for Energy.  That is copra.
Sir, talking about copra RIPEL must be revived and it must start this time.  Do you know, Mr Speaker, that the coconut plantation in Russells is the biggest coconut plantation in this Southern Hemisphere?  Russells is in my constituency.  The non operation of RIPEL makes us lose out on a lot production.  This government is doing something about this.  And I thank the Deputy Prime Minister for leading the team to work on this.  The Prime Minister selected three Ministers to work on this, and I as the Member of Parliament for that area also assisted.  Very soon it will be revived.  

On health, I want rehabilitation of water supplies, and clinics and a mini hospital for Central Province.  Agriculture, I will talk on it later.  Public Service, there are many vacant posts for the Central Province.  These are things they told me to voice out in here so that my Minister can look into.  For example, there is no deputy provincial secretary for Central Province.  You must look into this.    

On infrastructure, I know you have approved a vehicle for Central Province.  As soon as the Budge is passed, give the vehicle to them.  That is what they told me to tell you.    

On home affairs, resettlement of people, the greenhouse effect and the rising sea level, which is a big thing for us the small island.  I know the Member for Malaita Outer Islands when he contributes will support me on how best we can address this greenhouse effect. 

On police, I did not attend Parliament for one day because I went to talk about the Savo Police Post.  I thank the Minister, who is not here, but look into that.  I also ask you to rehabilitate the Yandina and Tulagi Police Stations and many others as well.  

Finally, Sir, if there is anything I might have said as a slip of the tongue that might have hurt you, Mr Speaker, I apologize and please forgive me.  I am a kind of man that after talking it is over.  That is my attitude of debate.  If you do not accept how I debate then just go out when I talk and come back when I finish.  Like me, sometimes when you talk, I go out.  You may criticize me but I did not hear what you say about me, and it is good that I did not hear it.  
This is a good meeting and so I wish everyone joyous celebrations.  We are going towards our 30th anniversary of independence, and so it is time for all of us to take stock and find out where have we gone wrong.  It is a good time too because it will be two more months before the Prime Minister delivers his address to our nation.  We are going to deliver our address to our constituencies because the Minister for Home Affairs is going to allocate some funds for us to celebrate in our constituencies.  This is according to the Prime Minister and so thank you Prime Minister.  
But this is the time for us to take stock, look at our failures and successes, and adjust the present so that we go for a better future.  Human beings as we are, we have our failures and our weakness but life still continues. 

Our people have given us the mandate to represent them and work for them, and so let us do the best we can.  Perhaps we are not the best, but let us try to do the best.  May be the best people are somewhere but try to do the best to our ability in the running of our country and in serving our people.  

With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  Thank you.

Hon TOZAKA:  Mr Speaker, I wish to thank you for giving me the floor to contribute to this Sine Die motion.  Mr Speaker, in so doing may I first of all applaud you and your hard working staff for the efficient and effective services rendered ensuring the smooth running of the affairs of Parliament during the current Meeting.  

Sir, I also wish to commend my colleague Ministers particularly for the passage of the Budget.  I wish to congratulate those on the other side of the House for taking their time and effort in justifying whether wrongly or rightly what this side of the House considers as consistent to our laws and parliamentary practices.  All in all, Mr Speaker, it is one of the best Meetings ever.  When heated arguments were made, there are always compromises and the majority rules and the matter dispense off in the name of democracy making life more interesting and worthwhile.  

Mr Speaker, I also would like to join other Honorable Colleagues in congratulating the Member of Parliament East Malaita and the Member of Parliament for Aoke/Langa Langa respectively for their successful elections to this premier institution.  I wish them all the best.  

Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the CNURA Government through the Minister of Finance for setting the direction of how we are expected to manager our scarce financial resources to develop our beloved country Solomon Islands.  

I also wish to thank all hard working Public Officers, who during this Meeting of Parliament have sacrificed their time and energy preparing documents to be available for Parliament.  Mr Speaker, without the efforts of public officers, we should not be having this meeting, and so I pay special tribute and recognition for their contribution.  

Mr Speaker, I now wish to make some remarks on our Public Service as I was not able to contribute during the Budget Debate.  
The Public Service
Over the years much has been said about the Public Service.  Some term it as a monster while others said it is corrupt, laxity and full of nepotism.  Lest we forget, one must appreciate that our public officers continue to work against odds, given the geographical nature of our country, given diseases that are rampant at our work place such as malaria, the high cost of maintaining livelihood, political interference, increasing cost of fuel and materials needed to facilitate work, and the increasing population and the demand for limited resources, it is easy to blame the public service as not performing but we must weigh our criticisms against the difficulties that public officers are expected to work under.  

I am happy, Sir, however, that in this year’s budget you had provided just enough resources for me to do what I planned to do as the Minister for Public Service.  

Mr Speaker, the need for improved services has increased the responsibilities of my Ministry, as a central agency it must facilitate the means to ensure that service delivery outcomes are realized.  This means that extra efforts must now be exerted to ensure ministries are given the right people, with the right number at the right time.  This may seem to be easy but I must inform you that managing other resources is not as difficult as managing social beings.  

Mr Speaker, the task placed upon my Ministry is not easy as too often we forget that our public service is the biggest employer with lowest paid conditions and dilapidated.    

Mr Speaker, I now wish to comment on some issues that have been raised in this House by honorable Members either deliberately or through lack of information.  

Recruitment 

Recruitment into the Public Service generally, is felt there is an absence of management skills at some levels of our public service.  This is holding back vital development programs and project as systems and procedures appear to be neglected in some cadres.  
The followings have been noted as influencing this.  
· Removal of skilled manpower with institutional capital in the 1990’s and the subsequent squeeze on recruitment until 2006.  

· The lure of the professional and technical officers into private sector and overseas with little incentive provided to attract potential employees. 
· Professional and technical staff paid to occupy administration positions, which they were not trained in, and make the worse of it.  

· Political interference in appointments and postings has been an impediment causing confusion and incompetence.  

Mr Speaker, my Ministry always maintains that recruitment into the Public Service must be competitive and based on merit so that the best people for the job are recruited.  It was on this premise, Sir, that in 2006 the recruitment process was delegated to Permanent Secretaries.  This means Permanent Secretaries will have to advertise their vacancies, set interview panels and select the best candidates to fill the vacant positions.  

What has transpired in the last 15 years has been increasing political interference in terms of recruitment into the Public Service.  The pity is that there is no objectivity in this recruitment and often leads to people being appointed to positions they have limited skills in and often did a very bad job.  It is hard to find the best people, but we have been very successfully in filling priority positions of ministries and will continue to assist ministries to fill them to build their capacities.  

Discipline  
Mr Speaker, the Public Service is about public trust hence the purpose of having rules and regulations.  Those who have difficulty in living to the Public Service rules must be made to exit and will not be protected.  It was on this note that my Ministry had in 1998 delegated disciplinary process to Permanent Secretaries and Provincial Secretaries.  What I tend to find is that Permanent Secretaries have failed or are ignorant of using this tool, and in many cases try to pass the buck to the Police or ignore the matter for their anticipated successor to take up.  

Mr Speaker, Solomon Islanders are not good at disciplining people.  We have difficulty or trouble with that in our culture.  Most of the suspended officers have been delayed because they have been reported to the Police.  My O&M staff researched into this issue and found that Police have been having difficulties concluding the suspended cases.  What time the suspended cases will be concluded is a matter for the Police.  The inability of our Police in dealing with these cases has resulted in suspended officers continuing to receive salaries.  

My officers are now working with the Attorney General’s Chamber to see if these cases can be handled through the Public Service processes.  If advice is on the affirmative, Sir, then I am confident that the issue of long suspended officers in the Public Service will be addressed instantly.  

Further, Mr Speaker, I wish to make it clear that my Ministry will only facilitate posting of public officers for the expediency of the public service and not for the mere reason to remove the officer because one has complained over him or her.  

Those who are noted to be not performing must be disciplined.  Responsible officers and authorities must know the process and deal with them accordingly. 

Mr Speaker, to assist Permanent Secretaries, my Ministry is currently reviewing the disciplinary process and will ensure officers are versed with it and are confident to use it.


Also a code of conduct booklet is being worked on, the same as Members of Parliament.  This will spell out the standard of behavior expected from every public officer.  We expect copies to be ready by the end of this month and will be distributed to all public officers throughout the country.

Payroll


Payroll, Mr Speaker, has risen to more than $131 million this year.  Honourable Members of Parliament may have varied interpretation on this but the issue is, if we want development to occur it must originate from developing our human resource needs.  This is the condition of public officers and their welfare must be seriously considered.


Also payroll has been an issue in the media recently.  I must assure this House that work has commenced and continued to be done in collaboration with the Ministry of Finance to make sure officers who are terminated are completely removed from the payroll.  

A construction of the proposed new Public Service building close to the Treasury will enhance our work to deal with issues relating to the payroll.


Mr Speaker, I wish to register my appreciation for the assistance of donor partners in the awarding of scholarships for our public officers over the years and continued again this year.  Also I wish to thank them for coming to our aid when we have limited qualified manpower in specific line positions.


Mr Speaker, you will note that under the RAMSI Partnership Program, we have currently engaged expatriates holding line positions.  Their salaries and remunerations are paid for by donor partners.  This must be appreciated as we do not have the resources to fill gaps within our provision.  


I also wish to inform the House that much has been advanced to ensure that local counterparts have the necessary skills and knowledge to fill these positions when the TAs leaves.


It is also the interest of the RAMSI Participation and Forum Countries and my Expatriate Unit is working closely with RAMSI Program Managers and respective Permanent Secretaries to strengthen the mechanism for the transfer of skills to local counterparts.


Mr Speaker, I also wish to make a few comments on our reform agenda.  The Public Service Improvement Program (PSIP) is expected to be launched soon.  The program is an opportunity and will support all other ministry initiatives to improve the service delivery mechanism to 85% of our people living in the rural areas.


Under this Public Service Improvement Program, SIG in partnership with RAMSI will turn our Pubic Service to one that is effective, efficient and has the trust of our people.


Mr Speaker, the Public Service Improvement Program will put in place measures to improve performance and productivity of the Public Service.  These measures will address several key areas in Public Service management, which are recruitment, performance assessment, reward, promotion, training and transfers.


In regards to recruitment, steps have already been taken to adopt open competitive recruitment and selection procedures and to make sure procedures are transparent and adhere to the principle of equal opportunity.  These efforts will continue and established on a firmer basis.


Mr Speaker, I wish to register my gratitude to the previous government for seeing it fit to re-establish IPAM, and for the donors, especially AusAID through the RAMSI for the financial support to construct the infrastructure and for the cost designs.


Mr Speaker, I wish to register my appreciation for the previous government for seeing it fit in establishing IPAM, as it has and will continue to be a vehicle to instill the culture of the Public Service, the necessary skills and knowledge for public officers to better perform their responsibilities.


The CNURA Government continues to support IPAM with increasing staff, increased budgetary allocations this year compared to previous years and staff development through attachment in similar institutions in the region.


I can assure this, House Mr Speaker, that this level of commitment and support will be maintained and increase.  Mr Speaker, I will be bringing in a bill in our next Parliament to have IPAM a semi autonomous body.


Mr Speaker, before I resume my seat, I wish to re-emphasize a fact that our public officers are the lowest paid in the region with an average pay before tax of SBD$98.06 per day.  This is about US$12.00 per day.  Against this scenario the population continues to increase at 3.6% per annum with the expectation of more services to be delivered by public servants.  It is a very difficult task to meet public expectations but we can only do so if we can all put our hands together to support our public officers.


Public officers, Mr Speaker, are the engine of our economy.  If we fail to see their plight we must now do so.  It is public officers who serve us when we are sick.  It is public officers who make sure security is maintained in our country.  It is public officers who make sure revenue is collected to finance this budget.  It is public officers who make sure flights and ships are cleared in our airports and wharves.  It is public officers who forecast disaster.  It is public officers who facilitate the building of our infrastructures, and it is our public officers who teach our children.  


The public officer may not have done better but they have done their best to serve our people and will continue to do that.


Mr Speaker, I wish to assure this House that my Ministry will always try to maintain a conducive and cost effective Public Service that is capable of implementing government policies and delivering quality services with a strong team that the Ministry has.  I hope and trust that during the limited time we have left, much will be achieved.


Mr Speaker, we are bestowed with the national responsibility and so whatever we do must be for the interest of all Solomon Islands.  Our sole duty is to manage the affairs of our sovereign nation with dignity and fairness.  So let us leave our personal interests and differences aside and strive to serve our people.


Mr Speaker, I would like to quote a saying here by Nelson Mandela in his inaugural speech in 1994.  What he said and I quote:  “Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  Our deepest fear is that we are very powerful beyond measure.  It is our light not our darkness that must brightened us.”


Mr Speaker, before I sit down, I would just like to turn to my constituency of North Vella.  I would like to respond very briefly to the tsunami and earthquake concerns expressed in the media.  


Firstly, I would like to thank the CNURA Government led by the Prime Minister for allocating $1,360,000 to my constituency of North Vella La Vella for shelter rehabilitation.  On behalf of my chiefs and elders and people of North Vella, I would like to formally express my thanks for this allocation to my constituency.  I would like to assure taxpayers that this money is in safe deposit account of North Vella La Vella Shelter Rehabilitation Disaster Community based in the village.


My disaster committee comprises of representatives of Provincial Members, Western Province Disaster Rehabilitation Unit of the Ministry of Finance and representatives in the affected areas in the village.  The committee is working closely with non government organizations like the World Vision to implement its operation program this month.


Mr Speaker, there is nothing to hide about the delay of the rehabilitation.  This was caused by the political situation last year, and now with the new government’s new vision, new policy direction, new motivation, everything new

(hear, hear)

and the passage of the national budget, we are now going full speed to proceed to address the situation without any further delay.


Mr Speaker, finally, I wish to extend to you and the honourable Members of Parliament, the Clerk, and hard working staff of the National Parliament, my sincere thanks for the manner you have been managing our sitting, for the forbearance you have shown to have our budget meeting successfully concluded.


With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

Hon PACHA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for allowing this chance for me to contribute to the motion of sine die that was moved by the Honourable Prime Minister on Tuesday.


In doing so Mr Speaker, I would like to extend my humble vote of thanks to the following.  Your good self for wisely guiding and controlling the proceedings of Parliament which went smoothly for the past three weeks, the Deputy Clerk and her staff for tirelessly working through many hours to produce papers for the meetings of Parliament and preparing payments for the MPs.


The Honourable Prime Minister for his leadership of the CNURA Government, and more especially the Ministers and Backbenchers of the Government.  We all know that to lead a nation or a ministry is a real challenge to anyone in authority.


I want to sincerely thank everyone in this side of the house for the corporations and understandings so far, the distinguished Leader of the Opposition, and the MPs on his side for their understanding and contribution towards the passage of the 2008 budget to help the government provide good governance for the people of this country.


For all the public officers in the government ministries for their hard work, so often these officers become victims of political expediency for our political choices.  They are being criticized and accused of being loyal to another government and not this one without us knowing that it is their responsibilities and divine call to faithfully serve whatever and whoever is in power.


Mr Speaker, may I take this opportunity to thank the Premiers and staff of the nine provinces around the country.  I would like to thank them for their understanding and cooperation with the Ministry of Provincial Government and Institutional Strengthening.  Mr Speaker, Provincial Governments according to PGA is mere agent of the Central Government.  As such the Ministry of Provincial Government and its Minister will remain the authority over the provinces.  As such, Mr Speaker, the Minister regards these provinces as its household, therefore, sir, all entries to provinces must be screened and sanctioned by the Ministry or Provincial Government and Institutional Strengthening. 

Mr Speaker until there are legislative changes to the PGA or a change in Government and policy to adopt a new system of Government, the current Provincial system will remain so. 

Mr Speaker, allow me to acknowledge the assistance given to me by the Solomon Islands Government to undergo medical checks at the St. Vincent Hospital in Australia.  I want to sincerely thank the Government for meeting my medical expenses.

While appreciating the government assistance, I must register my grave disappointment for the Solomon Islands High Commissioner in Canberra for not according the Minister of the Crown the courtesy of acknowledging my presence at the St. Vincent Hospital.

Mr Speaker, during the entire time in the hospital I neither receive a call nor see the High Commissioner in person.  Mr Speaker, High Commissioners and Embassy’s of Solomon Islands overseas are there to ensure amongst other things that Solomon Islands citizens and subjects are properly looked after, that did not eventuate in my case, hence these words of disappointment. 

Living that aside, I want to thank the GCCG for leading the country for the past two years, the policy’s of GCCG and CNURA may be slightly different differing in some areas but we have one common aspiration and that is to help the rural people of this country to develop their resources and assist our people to be self reliant.  

I like to thank the GCC government for originating this new road map.  Mr Speaker, may I also take this opportunity to thank my good people of South Guadalcanal Constituency, I want to assure them that their member of Parliament is always thinking of them and will continue to liaise closely with the chiefs, church leaders and community leaders in whatever I can do to assist the whole Constituency.  

Mr Speaker, I’m very sorry to hear the distinguish leader of independent group and member for Central Guadalcanal had stated in this Honorable House that the reconciliation in South Guadalcanal was wrong.  Mr Speaker, the Honorable Member for Central Guadalcanal said at the floor of this Honourable House that the reconciliation should involve the inmates at Rove Prison.  Mr Speaker, reconciliation is an on going process and therefore as soon as justice takes its course or as soon as the inmates at Rove have serve their respective sentence they may be assisted to reconcile with those concerned.  

Mr Speaker, the reconciliation ceremonies at Weather Coast were indeed done in the spirit of Christianity, the culture value that entrusted the communities to acknowledge the guilt of the past and made commitments for fruitful and lasting peace.  

Mr Speaker, to say that my people have acted foolishly to reconcile is a slap on the face of our church leaders, traditional chiefs, community leaders and the youth population of Weather Coast.  

Mr Speaker, I demand the Honourable Leader of Independent to apologise to the people of my Constituency.  I want to applaud the CNURA Government for declaring 2008 as the year of the Bible.  Solomon Islands is a professed Christian country and to have such a declaration by an authority that governs the land is a blessing beyond all speakable messages.  May I take this opportunity to encourage all Members of Parliament to read that book, that book is made to be read.  

Do you remember, Mr Speaker, Jesus always asks one question, when there is confusion, when there is doubt, when encounter a situation that needs an answer, He always answer them, ‘have you ever read.’  

If you can go back home tonight and read Mark Chapter 12: 25 you will find that question, ‘have never read’.  So, Mr Speaker, I want to encourage us to read that book this year.  

Lastly, but not the least, I want to thank all my colleagues Members of Parliament the understandings we had during this session of Parliament.  You are on the othersider and we are from this side of the house, we may have conflicting political views on certain issues, however, least we forget that this country and people are ours and therefore, we must work together to govern the nation in a more transparent and sustainable manner. 

Mr Speaker, I wish all MPs and their families, joyous and fruitful future.  
I support the motion and now I take my seat.

Mr GHIRO:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for allowing me to join my colleagues and contribute to this very important motion of sine die.  I will be very general and brief because previous speakers have touched on the important points.

Sir, I think I have to touch on the speech from the Throne just to clarify some confusing there.  Mr Speaker, listening to the debate, sir, it seems that everyone is confused for complaining about the lengthy speech given by the Governor General of Solomon Islands.  I think the point is there, that speech is focusing on the governments programs, and that is the important point to take.  If this speech is true it depends very much on the Ministers’ and the Ministries implementation.  If Ministers do not implement the programs that focus on that speech, then the speech is a liar.  Who cause the speech to liar?  Ministers…..  

Mr Speaker:  Could the honourable member withdraw the word “liar”.

Mr Ghiro: Thank you Speaker, I withdraw the statement.  So, what I’m saying here, Sir, the speech is not the problem for us to worry about, it is the focus on the speech.  Ministers, it is you that will make the speech truthful by implementing your programs that the speech is focusing on.  That is the important point that I want to raise.   

On the budget itself, sir, it is a very good budget.  I have no problem with the budget.  The MP for Central Makira and his people do not have any problem on the budget.  The only thing we want to say here and I wish to say it now is that this budget must be prioritized right.  When I said ‘prioritized right’ I mean that the infrastructure should take the lead on the budget.  It is not a point of development.  There are hundreds and hundreds of bags of copra get rot in my place.  Why?  It is not a problem of development it is a problem of infrastructure.  Why?  No ships to go and get them.  No roads to reach the inner areas to collect copras to urban markets.  These are the problems.  What are you talking about?  I am a farmer myself.

(hear, hear)

You are talking about things you do not understand hence that is the problem.  You draw up a budget where you do not see it and do not understand it.  For me I am a farmer and I am talking on experience.


So what I am saying here, Mr Speaker, is that I want the budget to suit the people in the rural areas because the budget was drawn up on this basis.  For example, we must put in our minds that Solomon Islands is a third world country.  It is not a developed country so when you draw up the budget you must focus on that base.  But how this budget has been drawn up it is skyrocketing, addressing it as if though we are a developed country.


We survived on subsistence farming do you understand that?  There comes a time to commercialize that subsistence farming but foreigners have taken over and hence this is the problem.  That is why we are confusing ourselves and blaming each other.  We are blaming each other because we are confused.  Do you realize that we are controlled by foreigners?  This economy is been controlled by foreigners?  Price of rice has gone up.  How is it, Mr Speaker?  And you will say our economy is healthy.  No, that is a bad indication.


Inflation is traveling fast than the revenue.  Do you understand that?  The question is, how are we going to address that?  Put more money to rural farmers, cocoa, copra and timber.  Do not put your budget to urban centres.  What is it for?  Just doing nothing?  Why running buses?  Resources are important.  You should be targeting your resources in your constituencies.


One other point here, sir, may I say, if you are not careful with the budget, it will end up in the wrong hands.  Some have taken projects for canoes and they ended up buying a bus.  That ends up in the wrong hands.  This is what I would like to highlight here so that you Ministers are aware of this.  No matter the budget may look very healthy but if it ends up on the wrong hands then it is wrong.  The poor people who have voted you in are still crying out there.  It is because you do not know your programmes and your problems.  That is what is happening.  Mr Speaker, put more money to cocoa.  This will improve our economy.


May I touch on logging, Mr Speaker, some members said that logging is not good.  Who told you that?  It is the government’s policy and the law that is bad for not rehabilitating the forest.  Some are saying that in year 2010, there is going to be scarcity with our trees.  Who said that?  This is because of no rehabilitation.  That is the only problem so I am asking my good friend, the Minister for Forest to make sure he rehabilitates the forests that have been logged because this is where the problem is.  There is no problem with logging.  Rehabilitation and the law to cater for the forest is the only problem.


As I said earlier, I will not talk too much because all the good and important points have been raised by previous speakers, so I shall be brief.   When the MP for Central Makira says he will be brief then he will be brief, not like other speakers that says they will be brief but they talk for hours and hours.  One other thing too we talk too much in here.  Go down to your rural areas and constituencies and demonstrate what you have been talking about here to your people.  Leaders teach us.  You are to teach your people how to develop.  And that is exactly what a leader should be doing and not just sitting down here talking.  Why should you be talking here?  There are lot of work down there.  And that is the place where we should be addressing the problems of our people and it is not here in this floor of Parliament.


Before I conclude, I would like to say this.  The people of Central Makira and their representative who is standing here talking right now wants the budget to be distributed equally.  Why?  A lot of money has gone into wrong hands.  We were left out in the last budget.  

On Fisheries if you check on your list Central Makira is nil.  Why?  

(interject)  Hon Fono:  You are the one who is in the Cabinet.

Yes, it is the people who made the payouts that made the mistakes.  It is not me.  I only make decision, it is the people who disburse funds.  Wantok system is very high.  Please do not repeat that again.  I want the budget to be distributed equally.  That is my message for the Ministers who are responsible for funds.


Before I resume my seat, my I take this chance on behalf of my people of Central Makira I would like to congratulate the elected MP for Aoke/Langa Langa and East Malaita for their victories, and also the Deputy Speaker for your victory.  Thank you very much.


With these few remarks Mr Speaker, I support the motion.

(applause)

Hon SOFU:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for giving me this chance to talk on this important motion of sine die moved by the Honourable Prime Minister yesterday.


Mr Speaker, before I do so, I would like to thank you for allowing me to take the floor.  On behalf of my people of East Kwaio, I would like to congratulate the newly elected members of Parliament for East Malaita and Aoke/LangaLanga Constituencies.    I know that the people of those constituencies made a right decision to put these two people to represent them for the next two remaining years.



Mr Speaker, I believe that with the experiences that they have in their respective fields they will contribute to the development of this nation.


Mr Speaker, I also wish to take this opportunity to thank the Honourable Prime Minister for leading the CNURA Government.


Mr Speaker, I also wish to thank the Honourable Minister of Finance on behalf of the CNURA Government for bringing this 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008 that we have debated and was passed yesterday.


Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank the Ministers for their contribution towards the 2008 Appropriation Bill.  I must not forget the Permanent Secretaries and our officers in the various departments and ministries for their hard work they have contributed towards this bill.


Mr Speaker, I must not forget the Provincial Premiers, Provincial Executive Members and the Provincial Assembly Members for the good work they have done to look after our provinces.


Mr Speaker, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our churches in this country for their prayers offered to this government.


Mr Speaker, I understand that there are old men and old women who have been praying through the nights for the government.  They want to see a God fearing government.  They want to see a government that has concern for the people in the rural areas.


Mr Speaker, I would also like to take this chance to thank our chiefs throughout the country who lives within our communities and the important work they have done in their rural areas to solve problems of our people.


Mr Speaker, I will touch briefly on the some points made by both sides of the house during the debate of 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008.  

Mr Speaker, I was surprised that some of the members in the Opposition side have criticized this budget.  But the important thing Mr Speaker, we have not seen the end part of it, not yet.  Likewise, the government side is defending the budget.  It depends very much on which side of the house you sit down.  When he sits there he talks differently and when he comes here he talks different too.  But you went through all these because you were there before.  What are you doing?  It is enough to say those things on the floor of Parliament.  Our people are listening to us and they are getting tired of us.  Their expectation is for us to deliver.  We need to work together.  That is the expectation of our poor people who voted us and it is not for you to criticize and stay here and say one thing.


Mr Speaker, the MP for Central Makira who has just spoken, he talks like he has never been in the government.  He was once a Minister in the Ministry of Infrastructure and he seems surprised.  Who are we trying to find fault in here?  Who?  It is very important.  We are leaders.  Let us come out very clear and tell the truth.  We should not blame those others.


Mr Speaker, on behalf of the government and Ministry of Infrastructure, I would like to thank the Aid donors who have funded the components of infrastructure development for wharves, bridges, road maintenance and rehabilitation.  I would like to thank those Aid donors.


Mr Speaker, in particular I wish to mention here the CSP Programme that carried out the work programme which is in line with the policy of the government.


At the moment community participation work has been done in the villages along the road in North Malaita on eastern part and southern part.  It is the people who are working on the drains and they are doing it very well.  They do the clearing of the bush.  They have been allocated certain kilometres for a certain village or a community to do the work and that is the focus of the government on community participation.  They feel the ownership.  They feel that, that belongs to them and they will look after it well.  I would like to thank CSP on behalf of the government for this kind of approach.  It fits in well with the government’s policy.


Mr Speaker, the budget was passed yesterday.  We understand that it has passed and we need to take control.  There must be control mechanism in place and this is very important.  I will give you an example.  Sometimes we leave the office without switching off the electricity, air condition and turning off the water tap.  This is not budgeted for and that is why we bring the recurrent budget here on the floor of Parliament, I see that it is very high and we caused these ourselves.  We need to control these little things because these are the things that will inflate the budget very high.  Each year when we bring the budget here we see that it goes higher and higher and we tend to question ourselves why these things are happening?  We need to question ourselves, Mr Speaker.  This is very important and we need to control these little things.


Mr Speaker, on government vehicles, this present Government is taking serious steps in the allocation of vehicles but only those who are entitled will be allocated with vehicles.  Even an officer who is not entitled is allowed to drive the vehicle and when he park somewhere on the roadside you will notice that when you look but only a junior officer is driving the vehicle because  You see an officer which is entitle to is driving the vehicle, he pack some where along the side of road you look inside yet only a junior officer using the vehicle because his not entitle the government is seriously taking onboard that one this time yeah.  

The office of the Prime Minister and the Ministry of Infrastructure they are working together in addressing this kind to stop.  

We talk about spare parts, we talk fuel they are very expensive Mr Speaker, these little things it spoils our budget yeah and then something we need to deliver to our people by we won’t do for Mr Speaker.  

You know Mr Speaker, I will refer under Parliamentary Entitlement Regulation its allocation for Ministers yeah of vehicle.  But now we take new approach even public officers too when they finish they say this one will like this now yeah, under our contract you continue using the property of government they are public assets Mr Speaker.  

Your contract is there government knows what to do and not for you to holds the assets of government you must understand this Mr Speaker, when you are using the vehicle tear and wear is take place who is going to meet those cost Mr Speaker, who because you no longer entitle with the vehicle you should humbly return it so that new allocation can be given.  

This kind of attitude Mr Speaker, will make this government to purchase for the new vehicles yeah, we don’t think of buying any vehicle.  

This situation cost the government to buy new vehicle which is not good.  Is it the precedence that we like to  see it in the future any Minister finish, any Permanent Secretary finish they will end up to Court first, Say, I am challenging the decision of government yeah man, which is straight no more how now something like this, if you finish you give back vehicle of  government, you finish you give back the house of our government then you go out, that is   straight forward no any addition no take away Mr Speaker. 

 Mr Speaker Sir, when Members of Parliament they contribute during the debate of the 2008 Appropriation Bill 2008 a lot has been said in this floor of Parliament very important things they talk and very strong too.  

They talk about fairness yeah, yeah we are leaders we need to be fair with our dealings with the decisions we make in this Honorable House Mr Speaker, that’s true I agree with it.

But you know Mr Speaker, what criteria now we are using for selecting the projects.  In 2007 Mr Speaker report shows very clearly there are constituencies that they have  two Lucas sawmill, some constituencies they have three, I have record Mr Speaker I’ll proof.  Is this fairness they referring too we say one thing and we the other way which is not good, some other constituency they need it too, it is the property of the government we need to be fair, and how’s those of you who take two, you take three which is alright with you Mr Speaker, is it okay with you what about others they need Lucas too. 

So I am very surprise when my colleagues from the other side they contribute and talk about fairness but they do other something its not good Mr Speaker.  

Mr Speaker, I will briefly talk on the resource owners you know my ministry is focus on national projects in terms of infrastructure.  

Last year during the Sine Die motion I contributed also and appealed to our resource owners.  Our contribution towards those national project we have an opportunity to have such projects like this.  

I appeal in understanding for the resource owners you will see the Engineers, you see the consultants they will come around your area, please help them that is the only change we have people like this in our nation to help us make sure we don’t u no loose them.  

So I would like to thank the resource owners so far for their understanding and good work relationship within the ministry of infrastructure development and the aid donors and contractors that they doing the works yeah.  

Mr Speaker Sir, in constituency projects we stand here on behalf of my people in my constituency of East Kwaio in thanking the ROC Republic of China for its money where given to all our constituencies $1million one year where for the first time East Kwaio is building a very big Market house in our constituency for the years past we are market under open air, when rain we run away looking for shelter and now Mr Speaker if you go to East Kwaio to Atoifi right now you will see a very big market house build there close up now.  

So Mr Speaker thank you very much ROC for your financial assistance where people in the rural areas they feel it now and they see your funds the funds that give us Mr Speaker Sir.  

Secondly Mr Speaker Sir, the Cattle project under this rehabilitation program we thank the ROC for the money that reaches East Kwaio which is very far and yet it reaches there and very soon we will see a lot of meat will come in Auki in Central Kwara’ae and come from eastern side.  

So they are receiving the wire and they start to work so ROC once again thank you very much.  

The EU for second phase marine infrastructure the wharf Mr Speaker, first phase have done already and now we are in the second phase.  This year 2008 they will go to East Kwaio to build the wharf at Atoifi.  Thank you very much for this kind assistance.  It fits in well with many people living at East Malaita, East Kwaio and East Are Are.  This kind of infrastructure fits in very well, Mr Speaker.  I would not hesitate to thank the EU for that kind assistance including other wharves that were constructed too in other provinces.


Mr Speaker, sir, I also would like to take this time to thank my people of East Kwaio for their understanding and patience.  As you may well know it is not easy Mr Speaker, we find it difficult but my people are patient. They have understanding with me. Maybe we expect things to happen quickly but you know these are controlled by government so it takes time until it reaches us.   So I thank them for their understanding.


Mr Speaker, sir, before I take my seat I would like to thank you Mr Speaker for the way in which you have conducted deliberation in Parliament for our decision. You know Mr Speaker, it is a tiring job but you did it well.  

Also I‘d like to  thank the Clerk and staff of the National Parliament for your help to us the MPs of Parliament during time that you come to talk on for this bill.  


Mr Speaker, I would like to give chance to other Members for their turn to talk.  I wish everyone God’s Blessing and safety we are ready to go back and see our dear families in our respective constituencies. 


With these, Mr Speaker I support the motion.

Hon. Sikua:  To allow this debate to continue I seek your consent to move that Standing Order 10 be suspended in accordance with Standing Order 81.

Mr Speaker:  Leave is granted Honourable Prime Minister.

Hon Sikua: Thank you Mr Speaker, to enable this debate to continue I now move that Standing Order 10 be suspended in accordance with the Standing Order 81 to permit the continuation of the business of the House until adjourned by the Speaker, under Standing Order 10(5).  

Standing Orders suspended to enable proceedings continue after 4.30 pm

Hon MANETOALI:  Thank you Mr Speaker, for allowing the Minister of Police and Member for Gao/Bugotu Constituency to contribute to this Sine Die Motion that the honourable Prime Minister moved. 


First of all, Mr Speaker, my greetings go to all my people of Gao/Bugotu Constituency. 

 On behalf of my Ministry of Police and National Security and my Constituency of Gao/Bugotu, I would like to congratulate you Mr Speaker for your successful election as Deputy Speaker of this honourable House.  I assure you that I will work closely with you.  And on behalf of my ministry and my constituency as well, I join the others in congratulating the two new Members of Parliament, the Member of Parliament for Aoke/Langa Langa and the Member of Parliament for East Malaita.  Now, the number of this honourable House is nearly complete.  

Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank the Prime Minister for leading his Ministers and backbenchers to this very day.  And thank you Prime Minister for your humble Leadership please maintain and you uphold that humble Leadership so that I can sit in the government much longer because I am one of the first one to resign from the GCCG government.  And that was in February last year and later some began to know that there is something wrong and they began to resign in October and November last year, including you honourable Prime Minister.  

And Mr Speaker, when I resigned last year when the works asked for the vehicle I gave back the vehicle. And then when the Prime Minister wrote to me to move out from the house, I moved out from the house too.  I hope and wish that the previous Ministers from the GCCG government can do the same thing like I did. 

At the moment I still accommodate at the Hotel, which cost the government and tax payers of this country big amount of money to pay accommodation for such a hotel.  


Also Mr Speaker, I would like to say thank you for the Permanent Secretary and staff in my Ministry for spending long hours in preparation for the budget, which was passed on Monday this week.  


Now, Mr Speaker, I wish to dwell into the comments by the Leader of Opposition on 8th April in the sine die debate on 8th April 2008. The honourable Leader of Opposition made a number of comments that the critical of the relationship between Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands and the Solomon Islands Police Force, which some of the points were that the loyalty of the Solomon Islands Police Force has been seriously undermined that units of the SIPF were disbanded, that the RAMSI’s strategies to make the Solomon Islands Police Force depend on outside assistance, that the RAMSI has a total and self control of the Solomon Islands Police Force, that the RAMSI had neutralized the arms section of the SIPF as a strategy to make the country totally depend on others for its security, and that the government should ensure that the Police Force is resourced adequately to government funds, including untied aid funds, the Police Force is rearmed to provide the first line of internal security, the Police coverage throughout the country be increased, Police capability training should be sought from a wider range of countries and that the priorities of Regional Assistance Mission Expenditure on law and order should be altered to provide police housing logistics and police stations.  


Mr Speaker sir, the Leader of the Opposition’s comments do not provide a fair picture of the relationship between the Solomon Islands Police Force and the Regional Assistance to Solomon Islands.  

The Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands, Mr Speaker, was invited into Solomon Islands because the Parliament recognized that the government had lost control of the country.  And that Regional Assistance Mission could not exist without the commitment of all of the Assisting Pacific Islands, including Papua New Guinea, Marshall Islands, Fiji, New Zealand etc…And that Regional Assistance Mission has not undermined the loyalty of the Police Force.  

The loyalty of the Solomon Islands Police Force was at its lowest point when its members turned on the government.  For the honourable Leader of Opposition to suggest otherwise is a total distortion of the history of Solomon Islands.  


Mr Speaker, sir, the honourable Leader continues to allege that the Solomon Islands Police Force is under the control of RAMSI.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  RAMSI exists, Mr Speaker, to assist Solomon Islands Police Force and does so in accordance with a plan that has been agreed with the Solomon Islands Police and the Government of the day.  


Solomon Islands Police Force is not under the control of any government other than the Solomon Islands Government.  The capacity of the Solomon Islands Police Force to administer itself effectively is limited only by the capability of its parcel and the support that it receives from the Government.  Every action of the assistance mission has been aimed at improving the Solomon Islands Police Force so that when RAMSI can depart secure in knowledge that Solomon Islands has an effective Police Force.  The disarmament of the Solomon Islands of the Police Force was a policy of successive Solomon Islands Governments in the period prior to the arrival of the Regional Assistance Mission. The mission merely continues the process of this disarmament that had been government policy for some years and became the laws of Solomon Islands when Parliament passed the Facilitation of International Assistance Act unanimously.


Mr Speaker, sir, the Leader of Opposition should rest assured that this government intend that the Police Force should have access to all the resources that we can master, internally or externally to build a sustainable and effective Police Force that has the infrastructure and the person that it needs. 

 However, we must recognize that it will be some considerable time before that can be achieved without the valuable assistance of the Regional countries who contribute to the mission.  


Mr Speaker, sir, I wish to dwell… I’m about to finish Mr Speaker. 

Lastly, Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to thank this CINURA government to enable rehabilitate this road from Haevo to Visena Koregu which is inside my Constituency.  It is a road that was constructed in time of the Late Willie Betu until the government of the day gave this $1.6m to rehabilitate that road at Haevo.  So I really thank the CINURA government for this assistance through the budget to rehabilitate this road.  I hope that area, which is inside my Constituency, economically it will develop.


Mr Speaker, sir, I support the motion and I beg to take my seat.

Mr MAELANGA:  Mr Speaker, thank you for allowing me to share in this motion of sine die moved by the Prime Minister.  


Mr Speaker, I will just talk very briefly.  On behalf of my people of East Malaita Constituency, I would like to thank you, Sir, for controlling and leading this Parliament Meeting. 

Mr Speaker, I would also like to thank the Prime Minister, all Ministers in the CINURA government.  I would also like to thank the Leader of Opposition and his colleagues, Members, Opposition.  I would also like to thank the Clerk to Parliament and each colleague for they work very hard for this sitting of Parliament.

Mr Speaker, as a new Member, who has just been elected from the bey-election of East Malaita, I would like to thank my people of East Malaita Constituency.  I would also like to thank them for the trust and confidence they have in me for electing me as their leader.  I hope to work closely with my people of East Malaita Constituency.  

I would like to say this, Mr Speaker my people have been without a member.  We at least suffered because we lost our former Member of Parliament.

Mr Speaker, I just like to tell my good Ministers in responsible Ministries that look after funds if they can help me in my constituency as I have only two years, which is very short but I hope that I will continue to work with my people and give what assistance they like.  

Mr Speaker, I shall not talk further but very briefly and those are the only things I would like to share at this motion of sine die.  

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker, and I support the motion.

The House adjourned at 4.39pm.
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